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Subject of Action Item:  To insure the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) complies with the 1 
congressional intent of the FEDERAL WATER POLLUTION CONTROL ACT, also known as the “Clean Water Act” 2 
(CWA), with regards to the rights and responsibilities of individual states to develop water quality standards to 3 
improve and maintain the integrity of their waters. 4 
 5 
Submitted By: Commissioner Adam H. Putnam, Florida 6 
 7 
Text of Action Item:  8 
 9 
NASDA should strongly encourage the EPA to comply with the congressional intent of the FEDERAL WATER 10 
POLLUTION CONTROL ACT with regards to the rights and responsibilities of individual states to develop water quality 11 
standards to improve and maintain the integrity of their waters.  Furthermore, NASDA should work with the EPA 12 
and other administrative agencies and congressional offices to promote the swift approval of State-promulgated 13 
nutrient control programs that have been developed in concert with the EPA and fully ratified by the appropriate 14 
bodies in the governing state. 15 
  16 
Background & Rationale: 17 
 18 
The Clean Water Act states that “it is the policy of Congress to recognize, preserve, and protect the primary 19 
responsibilities and rights of States to prevent, reduce, and eliminate pollution, to plan the development and use 20 
(including restoration, preservation and enhancement)of land and water resources”  and directs Federal agencies to 21 
co-operate with State and local agencies to develop comprehensive solutions to prevent, reduce and eliminate 22 
pollution in concert with programs for managing water resources. 23 
 24 
In an effort to settle a law suit brought by environmental groups, the EPA has recently taken the unprecedented 25 
action of unilaterally imposing water quality standards on the State of Florida that are inconsistent with the stated 26 
Congressional intent of the Clean Water Act, their own guidance documents, and the recommendation of their 27 
scientific advisory board. The EPA is now engaged in another law suit with environmental groups regarding nutrient 28 
related issues in the Mississippi River Basin. Should the EPA lose this suit or decide to enter into a settlement 29 
agreement, as it did in the Florida case, the economic impact on the Mississippi River Basin states would likely be 30 
enormous.  31 
 32 
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