
 
 
The Association of American Pesticide Control Officials is currently working on, or is closely 
watching the following topics: 
 
Federal funding  
Federal funding for state pesticide programs continues to be a concern for pesticide control 
officials from state lead agencies (SLA’s). Static federal funding is inadequate to ensure 
protection of human health and the environment under the current framework of core pesticide 
program activities, new federal regulatory initiatives and pending regulatory expectations that 
loom in the future.  
 
Because of this concern, SLA’s input into EPA priority setting, strategic planning and guidance 
development remains critical. The AAPCO Board has made great strides in recent years in 
establishing dialog with senior EPA administrators to discuss issues of mutual concern, 
including funding and priority setting.  Routine meetings with senior leadership have facilitated 
discussion and understanding of the current demands on state pesticide programs, the priorities 
of those programs, and the limits that state programs have, especially in light of no new or 
additional funding. 
 
State, FIFRA Issues Research & Evaluation Group (SFIREG) grant 
AAPCO was notified in March of the potential for cuts to it the SFIREG grant that it receives 
from  EPA.  This grant supports the activities of the SFIREG group and its working committees, 
the Pesticide Operations and Management workgroup and the Environmental Quality Issues 
workgroup. Although EPA has expressed an interest in fully funding this grant, only partial 
funding has been received so far.  As a result, precautionary measures have been identified and 
partially implemented, including reducing the size of the two working committees.  
 
Performance Measures 
AAPCO continues to collaborate with EPA on developing effective performance measures for 
our pesticide work activities. An AAPCO-SFIREG workgroup consisting of several 
representatives from states and EPA have been actively meeting and working together to 
develop these measures. Good progress has been made and will continue. EPA is looking at a 
three year time-frame for incorporating the new performance measures into state cooperative 
agreements. 
 
EPA Approved Labels 
The clarity and consistency of EPA approved pesticide labels has been a long-standing issue 
with AAPCO.  Through the concerted efforts of AAPCO, SFIREG, and EPA management, a 
number of quality assurance measures are now in place in each of EPA’s registration divisions. 
Efforts are ongoing to educate this staff on labeling issues from the regulatory perspective, in 
particular, the enforceability of label language. 
 
 



 
 
EPA Proposed Drift Label Language 
AAPCO and SLA’s await movement on EPA’s proposed drift language (found on pesticide 
labels). This is a long standing issue that AAPCO, SFIREG, SLAs, NASDA and EPA have been 
working on for a number of years.  All are interested in improving label statements but there 
continues to be disagreement on how that is best accomplished.  EPA has proposed using label 
language stating that pesticides are to be used in a manner that prevents drift onto persons an 
drift that “harms” offsite organisms.  AAPCO supports this language and has encouraged 
development of specific compliance guidance to alleviate the concerns of some states with 
respect to interpretation of the word “harm”. 
 
Soil Fumigant Label Changes 
Recent changes to Soil fumigant labels has required several states (where fumigant use is high) 
to expend enormous resources, in a short period of time, on staff training, applicator outreach, 
compliance, and enforcement of the mandated label changes.  
 
Potential Risk to Pollinators 
AAPCO and SFIREG are closely monitoring activities at the federal level that are aimed at 
looking at bee health.  Of particular interest, are the issues that link pollinator health with 
impacts of pesticide use.  Representatives from SLAs are currently participating on Pesticide 
Program Dialog Committee (PPDC) workgroups and are advising EPA on training for pesticide 
users and beekeepers, developing enforceable label language to protect pollinators and 
standardizing the procedures for investigation of bee kills.  
 
For questions regarding any of these topics, please feel free to contact any AAPCO Officer or 
Director.  A directory may be found at http://aapco.org. 
 

http://aapco.org/

