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Section Number or Title to be Amended: 1.7 Domestic Bee Protection 
 
Subject of Policy Amendment: Pollinator Guidelines 
 
Submitted by: MASDA (Commissioner Doug Goehring, North Dakota)  
 
Text of Policy Amendment: NASDA recommends that state departments of agriculture and USDA-ARS develop 1 
pollinator plans as guidelines to promote the health and welfare of pollinators.   2 
 3 
NASDA supports current science-based approaches to identify the definitive causes of CCD and other forms of 4 
bee loss.   5 
 6 
NASDA encourages continued scientific research in both the private and public sectors on CCD and supporting 7 
the development of integrated pest management practices with lower risk to bees, new tools to manage Varroa 8 
mites, and pesticides and adjuvants with bee repellent properties as a way to reduce potential stressors to 9 
pollinators. 10 
 11 
Background and Rationale: 12 

 13 
Wild and domestic bees are important to U.S. agriculture. Bees are needed to pollinate over 90 crops in the U.S., 14 
and pollination services have an annual estimated value to U.S. agriculture of $19 billion (9.5%). Honeybees also 15 
produce 147 million pounds of honey nationally each year, with an annual value of $286 million. 16 
 17 
U.S. bee populations are affected by “Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD),” with some beekeepers experiencing 18 
losses of over 30 percent.  The term CCD was coined in 2006 to describe a set of symptoms involving 19 
disappearing adult honeybees, often with queen bees and immature bees still present in hives.  A definitive 20 
cause of CCD and other bee losses has not been identified, and current evidence suggests that CCD is likely due 21 
to complex set of stressors, including poor bee nutrition, a lack of adequate bee forage, decreased genetic 22 
diversity in honeybees, viruses, and parasites (Varroa mites).  Pesticides have also been implicated as potential 23 
stressors, although additional research is needed to determine field-level pesticide exposures to bees. 24 
 25 
Pollinator plans should emphasize enhanced communication between beekeepers and agriculture producers, 26 
working to identify hive placement with respect to bee habitat, water, forage, and agriculture activities that 27 
reduce the risk of pesticide exposure. The overall goal is to ensure that beekeepers will continue to have access 28 
to areas that have adequate forage that will support bee health to sustain a pollinator population for flowering 29 
crops and a peaceful co-existence between beekeepers and agriculture producers.  30 
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