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Subject of Action Item: Reauthorization of Section 32 authority for USDA disaster assistance 1 

Submitted By: Secretary Karen Ross, California Department of Food & Agriculture 2 

Text of Action Item: NASDA should encourage Congressional action on USDA’s Section 32 authority (7 USC 612) 3 
which authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture flexibility in the use of federal revenues (U.S. customs receipts) 4 
and associated program appropriations to address issues such as natural disasters.  5 
 6 
NASDA should send a letter to Congressional representatives specifically requesting reauthorization of Section 7 

32 authority by repealing language that restricts the ability of USDA employees from carrying out clause 3 of 8 

section 32 of the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1935 (Public Law 74-320, & U.S.C. 612c, as amended). Further, 9 

NASDA should request that restrictions placed on surplus removal activities and price support activities 10 

associated with section 5 of the Commodity Credit Corporation Charter Act be removed. Lastly, NASDA should 11 

request that the availability of unobligated balances under (b(2)(A)(v - x) of section 14222 of Public Law 110-246 12 

be reinstated. 13 

Background & Rationale: Section 32 funds have historically been used for a variety of purposes including 14 
agricultural disaster assistance. The 2008 Farm Bill limited Section 32 flexibility, including use of unobligated 15 
funds used at the discretion of the USDA Secretary for a variety of purposes.  Urging Congress to remove the 16 
restriction associated with Section 32 funding could greatly assist states in addressing natural disasters that are 17 
not covered by traditional assistance programs.  18 
 19 
The 2012 drought is an excellent example of a disaster in which Section 32 funds could be effectively applied. 20 
While disaster assistance was available for a majority of farmers and ranchers directly impacted by the drought, 21 
secondary impacts (dramatically increased feed cost) in other parts of the nation severely impacted farmers that 22 
produce dairy products, meat, and eggs.  The farmers affected by secondary impacts (i.e. feed costs) did not 23 
have access to available disaster assistance funding. 24 
 25 
Providing the USDA with flexibility and discretion to use Section 32 funds that can assist the nation’s farmers and 26 
ranchers in difficult times is a critical tool for states to have access to. 27 
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