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Subject of Action Item: Plant Health Production and Disease Control 1 

Submitted By: Secretary Karen Ross, California Department of Food & Agriculture 2 

Text of Action Item: In keeping with NASDA policy on Domestic and Plant Pest Disease Issues that encourages 3 
APHIS  to provide adequate funding to carry out existing programs;  Plant Quarantine and Inspection Guidelines 4 
that acknowledge  the importance of pest risk analysis; and,  Pest Exclusion  which recognizes that  APHIS  5 
should maintain current quarantines for federally regulated pests, NASDA  recognizes the importance of 6 
continued federal involvement in high impact pest programs like the Light Brown Apple Moth.  Furthermore, 7 
NASDA encourages APHIS to review and refine the pest risk analysis for current federal quarantines in order to 8 
ensure that pest management programs are as efficient and effective as possible. NASDA also recognizes the 9 
need for the APHIS to maintain current federal domestic quarantines for pests of concern to major trading 10 
partners in order to provide increased export opportunities for American businesses. 11 
 12 
Background & Rationale: LBAM is a federal action pest of limited distribution within the continental United 13 
States. It is also a pest of phytosanitary concern to Canada and Mexico on a wide variety of specialty crops that 14 
are grown in many states. In order to prevent the artificial spread of LBAM from Hawaii and infested portions of 15 
California, APHIS has maintained a federal order since 2007.  16 
 17 
In 2012, USDA requested that the National Plant Board begin drafting an LBAM Harmonization Plan in case 18 
APHIS rescinds the federal order. The intent of the LBAM Harmonization Plan is to have harmonized state 19 
exterior quarantines in place for those states that wish to maintain LBAM under “official control” if APHIS does 20 
abandon the field and rescind the federal order. California and APHIS are working to make the federal order 21 
more efficient and effective by reviewing the pest risk potential of LBAM on host commodities and species of 22 
nursery stock in order to refine the federal order and focus appropriate safeguards on hosts and pathways 23 
where there is demonstrated risk.  24 
 25 
It is a priority of the current Administration to open new foreign markets and facilitate agricultural exports in 26 
order to grow the US economy. The most efficient and effective way to preserve export opportunities for US 27 
businesses and contain pests of concern to trading  partners is continually refine phytosanitary safeguards 28 
through pest risk analysis and maintain current federal domestic quarantines for such pests. 29 
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