
 
 
 

Proposed Communiqué Statement:  Food Safety Modernization Act 
For Consideration by Tri-Lateral Harmonization Working Group 
Proposed by: Canada 

 
Delegates discussed the implementation of the new food safety legislation and the importance of 
working with trading partners to ensure regulations are implemented in the least trade restrictive 
manner possible. 
 



 
 
 
Proposed Communiqué Statement: TPP Participation  
For Consideration by Tri-Lateral Harmonization Working Group 
Proposed by: Canada 

 
At the 21st Annual Tri-National Accord, delegates from Mexico, the United States and Canada welcomed 

the recent participation of Canada and Mexico into the Trans Pacific Partnership trade negotiations that 

includes the U.S. and eight other countries.  Delegates from our three nations encourage our federal 

governments to negotiate an ambitious agreement that liberalizes agriculture trade to benefit 

producers in our three nations. 

 

 

  



 
 

Proposed Communiqué Statement: Regulatory Cooperation Council (RCC)/Beyond the 
Borders (BTB)  
For Consideration by Canada-U.S. Bi-lateral Working Group 
Proposed by: Canada 

 

At the 21st Annual Tri-National Accord, delegates from the United States and Canada unanimously 

agreed to strongly support the Canada-U.S. RCC and BTB initiatives focused on the agriculture sector.  

Canadian and U.S. delegates encourage the Federal Governments in the U.S. and Canada to put in place 

the resources necessary to successfully complete the agriculture initiatives and to continue to consult 

with industry and provincial and state agriculture departments on future regulatory alignment 

initiatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Proposed Communiqué Statement: Future Tri-National Accord Meetings 
For General Consideration  
Proposed by: Canada 

 
The Tri-National Agriculture Accord is an important event for cross border collaboration on issues facing 
our three nations.  Given the current budget situations in a number of jurisdictions and in order to 
maintain the Accord as an effective forum for tri-lateral and bi-lateral discussions it is proposed that the 
Accord be revamped.   
 
Revamping the Accord is an opportunity to ensure that the time spent at the meeting is used in the 
most efficient and effective manner possible and it is an opportunity to discuss processes to ensure that 
items in the bi-lateral working group plans are followed up on throughout the year. The following is a 
proposal to revamp the Accord structure and the bi-lateral working group plans. 

 
Accord Structure 

 
The Accord is currently held over the course of four days.  It is proposed that the length of the Accord be 
reduced to two days.  This can be accomplished by reducing the number of tours and social events that 
take place.  The following is a mock agenda to illustrate how the Accord can be scaled back. 
 
Day One 
 
7:00 am – 6:00 pm  Registration Desk Open 
7:00 am – 8:30 am   Breakfast 
8:30 am – 9:00 am  Opening Business Session 
9:00 am – 9:15 am  Break 
9:15 am – 10:00 am  Optional Country Meetings 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm  U.S./Mexico Bi-Lateral Meeting 
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm  Lunch 
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm  U.S./Canada Bi-Lateral Meeting 
3:00 pm – 3:15 pm  Break 
3:15pm – 5:15 pm  Canada/Mexico Bi-Lateral Meeting 
5:15 pm – 6:00 pm  Break  
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  Welcome Dinner 
9:00 pm – 11:00 pm   Hospitality Suite Open 

 
 
Day Two 
7:00 am – 6:00 pm  Registration Desk Open 
8:00 am – 9:30 am   Breakfast 
9:30 am – 10:45 am  Tri-Lateral Harmonization Meeting 
10:45 am – 11:00 am  Break 



 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm  Tri-Lateral Rural Development Meeting 
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm  Lunch 
1:00 pm – 5:00 pm  Tours (Officials develop Communiqué) 
5:00 pm –5:30pm  Break 
5:30 pm – 6:00 pm  Closing Business Session/Signing of Communiqué 
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm   Closing Dinner 
9:00 pm – 11:00 pm   Hospitality Suite Open 

 
Bi-Lateral Working Group Plans 

 
It has been observed recently that there has been little follow up or discussion on the Bi-Lateral Working 
Group Plans in the months in between Accord meetings.  In order to maintain momentum and have 
regular discussions on the work plan items it is proposed that the co-chairs for the bi-lateral working 
group meetings instruct their provincial and state officials, who have be identified as leads for the work 
plan items, to have conference calls every three months on each item and report back to the co-chairs in 
writing after each call.  
 
It is recommended that the Canada, Mexico and United States Accord co-chairs meet on the margins of 
the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA) Winter Policy Conference in 
Washington D.C. in February to discuss the progress of the work plan items.  If a co-chair is unable to 
travel to Washington, it is recommended that a conference call be arranged at a later date.  NASDA 
officials have indicated there may be an opportunity for the Canadian and Mexican co-chairs to take part 
in the NASDA Marketing and International Trade Committee Meeting which is part of the Winter Policy 
Conference.  This will allow for further discussions on the Accord.  Working level officials, who will be 
accompanying the co-chairs, will also have the opportunity to meeting with their counterparts to discuss 
planning for the next Accord meeting. 
 
This will allow for increased sharing of information on each item and will allow states and provinces to 
work together on common positions to share with their respective federal governments to ensure they 
are made a priority.  Having more engagement in the work plans may result in more substantive 
discussions on each item at future Accord meetings. It will also allow for more input from all states and 
provinces when planning the agendas for Accord meetings. 
 
As the Canadian Co-Chair of the Accord, Saskatchewan recommends that the above proposal be 
discussed and adopted at the 2012 Accord.  It is further recommended that the proposal on the bi-
lateral working group plans be implemented immediately and that the new structure of the Accord be 
implemented in 2013 when Saskatchewan hosts the Accord on behalf of Canada. 
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