


 

 

 
22nd Tri-National Agricultural Accord Working Group Joint Statements 
 
Canada-U.S. Bilateral Meeting: 
 
Provincial and State delegates from Canada and the United States have agreed to the following joint statements. 
 
Canada-U.S. Regulatory Cooperation Council 
 
Delegates from the U.S. and Canada reaffirmed their support of the Canada-U.S. Regulatory Cooperation Council (RCC) 
initiatives focused on the agriculture sector.  Delegates are committed to supporting the completion of the ongoing initiatives 
under phase I of the RCC, as well as to identify new areas of regulatory alignment of strategic benefit to the sector. 
 
Low Level Presence Policy 
 
Delegates from Canada and the U.S. recognize that plant biotechnology innovations are increasing, and minute traces of 
products approved in at least one country but not in the country of import, or low level presence (LLP), has the potential to 
cause significant trade disruptions.  Delegates strongly endorse the work being done by Canada and the U.S. internationally 
and domestically on LLP and encourage cooperation between Canada and the U.S. to reduce trade impacts of plant biotech-
related LLP including:  
 

 Working towards an effective, pragmatic and robust North American LLP policy; 
 Synchronization of regulatory approvals between Canada and the US; and 
 Development of mutual recognition agreements to facilitate the timely sharing of information and collaboration 

among regulators to reduce duplication and increase the timeliness of safety reviews and approvals. 

Such a show of leadership and cooperation between two trading countries would demonstrate to the rest of the world how 
conducive such a move is to reducing trade barriers for greater international trade of biotech products. 
 
Canada-U.S. Trade Negotiations Agenda 
 
U.S. and Canadian delegates understand the importance of trade to state and provincial agriculture sectors.  Canada and the 
U.S. are engaged in trade negotiations with the European Union and together as part of the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP).  
State and provincial delegates encourage Canada and U.S. trade negotiators to provide harmonization and leadership in these 
negotiations. There is a need to be flexible in regard to sensitivities and pursuing ambitious agreements that aggressively 
liberalize trade in agriculture products to ensure North American competitiveness and integration is enhanced.  Canada and 
the U.S. should continue to work together on areas that will mutually benefit producers in both countries. 
 
U.S.-Mexico Bilateral Meeting: 
 
State delegates from the United States and Mexico have agreed to the following joint statements. 
 
Delegates from the U.S. and Mexico strongly support sound management of water resources for the benefit of the agriculture 
industry and communities, and especially when it affects border communities.  In particular, the delegates encourage the 
federal governments in the U.S. and Mexico to quickly resolve issues related to the 1944 Water Treaty to protect the viability 
of production agriculture and communities that depend on water deliveries. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Canada-Mexico Bilateral Meeting: 

 

Provincial and state delegates from Canada and Mexico have agreed to the following joint statement. 
 

Country of Origin Labelling (COOL) 

 
Delegates from Canada and Mexico are extremely disappointed with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s revised Country 
of Origin Labelling (COOL) Rule.  Delegates do not believe the revised rule has brought the U.S. into compliance with their 
World Trade Organization (WTO) obligations but instead, will increase discrimination to Canadian and Mexican livestock 
industries.  Furthermore, the revised COOL Rule will result in greater damages, including increased costs and job losses, in 
the livestock and meat processing industries of the United States, Mexico and Canada.  Delegates from Canada and Mexico 
encourage the U.S. Congress to make a legislative fix to COOL that will remove the discrimination and damages caused by 
the current legislation.  Delegates from Canada and Mexico also reiterated their support for their respective federal 
governments in initiating compliance proceedings at the WTO and encourage the pursuit of all options available to them, 
including retaliatory measures. 
 
Tri-Lateral Harmonization Meeting: 

 

Provincial and State delegates from Canada, the United States and Mexico have agreed to the following joint statements. 
 

Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) 

 
Delegates from Mexico, the U.S. and Canada reaffirmed their support for the successful completion of the TPP negotiations.  
Delegates from our three nations encourage our federal governments to reach an agreement that liberalizes agricultural trade 
to the benefit of producers in our three nations.  Delegates also encourage our federal governments to ensure a LLP policy is 
included in the agreement.  
 

North American Competitiveness 

 
Delegates from Mexico, the U.S. and Canada recognize that North American cooperation enhances our ability to face global 
challenges, compete in global markets, and achieve greater prosperity.  Delegates are committed to working together through 
the Tri-National Accord to increase North American competitiveness and to support innovation in the agriculture sector. 
 

Cooperative Food Safety Initiatives 

 

Delegates from Mexico, the U.S. and Canada recognize that the safety of the North American food supply requires that 
regulations between trading partners should be harmonized wherever possible.  Both the U.S. and Canada are undergoing 
changes in their food safety regulatory system.  Many of the changes proposed will result in substantial modifications of 
current growing practices.  The delegates strongly support the goal of prevention of foodborne illnesses and seek to build 
upon the implementation of “preventative controls.”  Since producers of raw agricultural crops and food processors, whether 
foreign or domestic, will need to comply with federal requirements in order to sell food products in the U.S., delegates at the 
22nd annual Tri-National Agricultural Accord support the need for the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to publish 
second draft proposed rules, specifically those implementing the Standards for Growing, Harvesting, Packing and Holding of 
Produce for Human Consumption and the Current Good Manufacturing Practice and Hazard Analysis and Risk-Based 
Preventative Controls for Human Food, before actions are taken to finalize those rules, which are needed to implement the 
Food Safety Modernization Act. 




