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Background

• The purpose of the NAHMS program is to 
collect and analyze animal health data to 
provide scientifically sound and current 
information on the health status of U.S. 
livestock and poultry.

• The information is intended to benefit both 
livestock producers (to enhance efficient 
production and animal welfare) and the 
general public (by facilitating a safer and 
higher-quality food supply).
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Past NAHMS Beef Studies

• Beef feedlot: 1994, 1999, 2011

• Beef cow-calf: 1993, 1997, 2007-08, 2017

• Survey intervals are longer due to 

resources and budget constraints. 
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NAHMS 2017 Beef Cow-calf Study

• Study objectives were determined by a 

needs assessment

– Online survey conducted from February-May 

2016

4



5



2017 Cow-calf Study Objectives

1. Describe trends in beef cow-calf health 

and management practices

– Cow health and longevity

– Calf health

– Reproductive efficiency

– Biosecurity
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2017 Cow-calf Study Objectives

2. Describe management practices and 

producer beliefs related to:

– Animal welfare

– Emergency preparedness

– Environmental stewardship

– Record keeping and animal identification 
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2017 Cow-calf Study Objectives

3. Describe antimicrobial use practices 
(stewardship) and determine the 
prevalence and antimicrobial resistance 
patterns of potential food-safety 
pathogens

– Types and reasons for use of antimicrobials

– Use of Beef Quality Assurance principles

– Veterinarian-client-patient relationship

– Salmonella--presence and antimicrobial 
resistance 
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Incentives for Producers who 

Complete both Questionnaires

• Free testing of their entire spring calf 

crop for persistent infection with BVD 

virus.

• Free nutrient analysis of a forage 

sample. 

• Test results are received within 2 to 3 

weeks after samples are sent in.
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Thank You

• Respondents to previous studies were highly 

impressed with the courtesy, understanding, 

professionalism, and responsiveness of the 

NASDA enumerators.

• Thank you in advance for your hard work.  

We greatly value your contributions to the 

project.
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Survey Process and Materials
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NAHMS Survey Process

• Phase I:

– Administered by NASS

– Data Collected by NASDA Enumerators in 

person

– October 4 through November 15, 2017

• Phase II: 

– Administered by VS field staff 

– January 22, 2018 through April 6, 2018 
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Survey Materials

• NAHMS Envelop Contents:

– Pre-survey Letter

– Backgrounder

– Questionnaire

– Consent Form

– Comment Sheet

– Supplemental Code list
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One questionnaire version for ID & OR
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No PII-Personal Identifiable Information
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Consent Form Full Standard Phone Label



Comment Sheet
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Supplemental Code List

• One list in each NAHMS envelope.

• List of codes for operator to reference during data 

collection.

• The form with the cow diagram.
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Beef Management Survey—Topic Areas

A. Operation Description

B. Cattle Inventory and Calf Crop

C. Breeding Practices and Calving

D. Health Management

E. Other Animals and the Environment

F. Biosecurity

G. Beef Quality Assurance

H. Information and Identification

I. Conclusion 21



Section A – Operation Description

• Determines if we complete the survey.
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Section B 

Cattle Inventory and Calf Crop

• Questions are similar to NASS January 
Cattle inventory questions.

• Calves are categorized as 
weaned/unweaned rather than greater 
than or less than 500 pounds that NASS 
uses.
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B-Cattle Inventory and Calf Crop

Question 1 to 6 account for the inventory of the 
operations: 

• Beef Cows
• Dairy Cows
• Bulls
• Heifers
• Steers
• Beef replacements
• Dairy replacements

– on hand October 1, regardless of ownership
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B-Cattle Inventory and Calf Crop

Turn the focus only on beef cow-calf

Questions 7 to 9 account for: 

• Calves born or expected to be born to 

– Beef Heifers

– Beef Cows

– Excluding stockers and feeders
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B-Cattle Inventory and Calf Crop

Questions 10 to 12 account for:

• Beef calves born alive during 

– January to September 2017

• Expected to be born alive during

– October to December 2017
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B-Cattle Inventory and Calf Crop

Questions 13 to 21 account for:

• Beef calves with horns

– Calves dehorned on the operation

• Castrated calves

– Average age of castration

• Weaned calves

– average age and weight

• Weaning factors, pg. 36 of IM
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Section B—Cattle Inventory and Calf Crop

Question 19, pg. 5 of questionnaire. 

What if…steers are weaned at 24 weeks and 

heifers are weaned at 32 weeks?
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Section B—Cattle Inventory and Calf Crop

Question 19, pg. 5 of questionnaire.

What if…steers are weaned at 24 weeks and 
heifers are weaned at 32 weeks?

Then, assume the calf crop is half steers and half 
heifers and average the two numbers (24+32/2), 
and enter 28 in the weeks cell.



B-Cattle Inventory and Calf Crop

Questions 22 to 24 account for:

• Calf health information to buyers

• How is the health information conveyed?

• Do they have repeat buyers?

• Does operator target any specific 

marketing channels for their beef calves?
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Specific notes on question 24.
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Will mostly be c.



Section C 
Breeding Practices and Calving

• Purpose is to better understand current 
breeding practices that are being applied 
on cow-calf operations.

• All questions in this section refer only to 
the beef cow-calf operation, excluding 
stockers and feeders, unless otherwise 
noted. 
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C – Type of Herd
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• Seed stock are usually purebred cattle.

• Commercial are usually raised for consumption.



C – Use of reproductive technologies
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C – Breeding Practices and Calving
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• Questions 3 and 4 account for:

– Breeding practices used for

• Heifers

• Cows



C – Calving Assistance Questions 5 to 9
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Specific notes for question 9
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It does not matter if the operator removes 

the cow-calf pairs from the pen, leaving 

the pregnant cows, or vise versa.



C – Breeding Practices and Calving
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• Questions 10 and 11 account for:

– Operations breeding season

• Determined by removal of bull for at least 30 days

– Main factor for timing of calving season

• IM page 46 has descriptions of timing factor list



C – More on Breeding Practices

• Questions 12 to 19 account for:

– Bulls used, yearlings vs. mature

– Number of Serviced females by 

yearlings vs. mature bulls

– Bulls purchased, leased, or borrowed

– Reproductive Tests
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C-Breeding Practices

• Question 17, page 11 of questionnaire

What if…a bull is borrowed from the 

neighbor, and the neighbor trich tested him a 

few years ago?
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C-Breeding Practices

• Question 17, page 11 of questionnaire

What if…a bull is borrowed from the neighbor, 
and the neighbor Trich tested him a few years 
ago?

Then, the answer is “NO” because the test was 
not done in preparation for the most recent 
breeding season.
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Section D – Health Management

• The purpose is to better understand 

current health management techniques 

and to assess producer knowledge 

regarding animal health resources and 

animal diseases.

• This section is looking at all cattle except 

dairy cattle.
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D - Health Management

• Question 1 to 4 account for:

– Veterinarian Services, IM pg. 50

– Use of growth promoting implants

– Average number of injections

• Specifically in the Last 12 months
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Use of pneumatic darts, questions 5-10
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Pneumatic Darts - Question 5
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Which is most preferred section for injections?

Question 7
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Specific notes on question 10.
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It is possible for 

percentages to not add to 

100% when injections are 

combined.



D - Health Management

• Question 11 accounts for:

– Antibiotics delivered with pneumatic darts

– Listed by:

• brand name

• active ingredient
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D – Information Sources

• Questions 12 to 14 account for:

– Familiarity of BD-Bovine Diseases

– Sources of foreign information on outbreaks

– Contact sources for information on foreign 

animal diseases
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Section E –

Other Animals / Environment

• Purpose is to understand how the 

cow-calf operation may impact it’s 

surroundings and visa versa.
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E – Other Animals / Environment

• Questions 1 and 2 account for:

– Physical contact with other animals

• Includes nose to nose contact through fence

– Access by other animals to cattle feed or 

minerals

• Includes the period of December to May

– Frequency of wildlife seen on operation

• Within 1 mile of operation
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E - Drinking Water Sources, Questions 3 and 4
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E – Grazing Management

• Questions 5 to 8 account for:

– Pasture in cow’s diet

– Written grazing management plan

– Land used for grazing

– Movement to noncontiguous grazing areas
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E – Grazing Management

• Question 7, page 20 of questionnaire.

What if…the operator never saw his cattle 

mixed in with other cattle, but he/she knows 

other cattle graze on the same land?

54



E – Grazing Management

• Question 7, page 20 of questionnaire.

What if…the operator never saw his cattle 
mixed in with other cattle, but he/she knows 
other cattle graze on the same land?

Then mark “YES”…since there are no 
barriers preventing the cattle from 
commingling.
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E – More on Environment

• Questions 9 to 11 account for:

– Natural resources management on operation

• Restriction to Water and Timber

• Records kept

– Fly control methods

• IM pg. 58 description of methods

– Methods of rodent control
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E – Manure Disposal

Specific notes on question 12.
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Drags and harrows are typically used to smooth 

the soil in preparation for planting, but can be 

used to spread manure as well.



Section E, Question 12
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Section F – Biosecurity

• Purpose is to understand the level of 
biosecurity present on the operation.

• Knowledge regarding biosecurity practices 
will help researchers and the livestock 
industry better understand risks for disease 
occurrence within operations and better 
prepare for possible disease outbreaks 
across operations.
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F – Biosecurity

• Questions 1 to 5 account for:

– Cattle leaving and returning to the 

operation

– Maximum one-way travel distance

– Number of trips to attend events in 

last 12 months

– General procedures following trips
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F-Questions 6 and 7

Equipment Management
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Specific notes on question 7.

62
Less risk for spreading disease.

Greater risk potential for spreading 

disease.



F – Biosecurity

• Questions 8 and 9 account 

for:

– Frequency of sharing 

equipment with other 

livestock operators

– Cleaning of shared 

equipment
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F-Biosecurity, Question 10 and 11
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• 10 looks at:

– Permanent removal of any cattle on operation

• 11a-h account for:

– Shipments of cattle and calves that 
permanently left the operation during the last 
12 months.

– Use a separate row for each cattle type

– A shipment is on group of animals moved all 
at once, regardless of the number of vehicles 
used to move them.



Specific notes for question 11.
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F – More on Biosecurity

• Questions 12 and 13

– Similar to questions 10 and 11, but in reverse

• Looking at last 12 months

• Movement of any cattle type onto the operation, 

excluding calves born on operation.

• Each cattle type is listed separately in table

• Each source is recorded once

66



F - Even More on Biosecurity

• Questions 14 to 16 account for:

– Cattle originating from outside the U.S.

– Visitors to the operation during last 12 months

– Number of visits during an average month
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Section G –

Beef Quality Assurance

• Purpose is to estimate the number of 
operations that are aware of the Beef 
Quality Assurance(BQA) program and that 
follow BQA recommendations.

• Looking specifically to the last 12 months 
unless otherwise noted.
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Section G -BQA

• Questions 1 to 6 account for:

– Knowledge of BQA

– Training attendance for BQA

– Utilization of BQA training modules

– Following of BQA recommendations

– Completion of BQA certification

– Instructor for BQA certification
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Section G -BQA

• Question 3, page 28 of questionnaire

What if…an operator started using the 

online training modules, but didn’t get all the 

way through them?
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Section G -BQA

• Question 3, page 28 of questionnaire

What if…an operator started using the online 
training modules, but didn’t get all the way 
through them?

Then mark “YES”.  We simply want to know if 
they have used the BQA resources at all, not if 
they have completed the training.
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Section H –

Information and Identification

• Purpose is to describe the information 

resources producers use as well as the 

cattle identification methods currently 

being used.

• Looking specifically at beef cow-calf.
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H – Information and Identification

• Questions 1 and 2 account for:

– Sources of information for making decisions on 

breeding and genetics.

– Sources of information for making decisions on 

other matters.
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H – Information and Identification

• Questions 3 to 5 account for:

– Unique premises ID

– Types of ID’s used for cows

– Types of ID’s used for calves

• IM pages 70 and 71 list of ID’s
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Section I - Conclusion

• Question 1 – Obtain consent form signature

• Question 2 – Reasons for Refusal

• Question 3 – Use of Records

• Question 4 – Survey Results
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Remember!!

No PII-Personal Identifiable Information
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Survey Key Dates

• Data collection period is short, please get an early start.

• 50% of workloads should be received by October 25th.

• 100% of questionnaires should be received by November 

15th.

• 100% of consent forms should be received by Angelica by 

November 15th.

• Dates also highlighted on combined surveys calendar
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Shipping Workloads

• Enumerators will send all completed forms (Questionnaire, 

Comment Sheet and Consent Form) to their supervisors 

for review.

• Supervisors then send all completed Questionnaires and 

Comment Sheets to NOD-National Operating Division:

Forms Processing Group-1

9700 Page Ave, Ste. 400

St. Louis, MO 63132-1547

• Return UPS labels to the NOD will be provided.

• Supervisors send All Consent forms to the RFO to the 

attention of : Angelica Espino

• If you are in need of more shipping materials, contact your 

NASDA coordinators (Bill or Gene).



Questions?


