Sampler: Michigan Pioneer Women

Disk One Part One

Mary Wiltse Moon
In 1854, Mary Wiltse Moon and her family left their farm in upstate New York and
traveled to Michigan. They came by way of the Erie Canal and settled in Delta
Township outside of Lansing. Mary's family cabin is now located at the Waldumar
Nature Center in Lansing, Michigan and serves as an exhibit of pioneer life.
The Ballad of Mary Wiltse Moon by Candace Corrigan
My name is Mary Wiltse Moon
I come from New York State
My husband got the westward fever
Couldn't stand to wait
So he went off out west to Michigan, back in 1853
And the packing of this New York farm
Was then left up to me
So my sister and my cousin and all our families
27 people crossing over on Lake Erie to Detroit
And then to Lansing on the first of May
So this will be my new home
Was all that I could say
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Mary Wiltse Moon (lyric)

Come won't you go to Michigan-i-o
Oh it sounds like paradise from the stories that they tell
Come won't you go to Michigan-i-o
Michigan, I hope and pray that I'll like you well
So we loaded up our wagon and I walked along the side
With all our children and our goods there was no place left for me to ride
And there were no roads then through the woods, not even any track
I walked eight long miles from Lansing and I swore I'd never walk back
But we pulled together, made the best of what was then to be
With my eight living children and my youngest boy was three
And after dark when the children slept I'd be up clearing land
You only slept in those old days when you could no longer stand
Come won't you go to Michigan-i-o
Oh, so this is Paradise, I guess I couldn't tell
Come won't you go to Michigan-i-o
Michigan, I hope and pray that I'll like you well
We built a larger cabin and a barn for our new cows
And we planted orchards and our crops with oxen and with plows
And when times were hard, sometimes they were, we did the best we could
But we carved ourselves a home and farm where once was only woods
Now I am an old lady and I look out at this land
And everything I see was made by God or by my hands
And I'm standing at the doorway and I view it all with pride
But I know that every step I took, God was walking by my side
For the rising of the moon just means the coming of the dawn
And perhaps my children's children will live here when I am dead and gone
And they'll see the greening of each spring to the glory of the fall
And I hope and pray that they might see the wonder of it all
Come won't you go to Michigan-i-o
This has been my paradise and I have lived to tell
Come won't you go to Michigan-i-o
Michigan, I guess it's true I've come to love you well

Page 2

Sampler: Michigan Pioneer Women

Song Sources

Mary Wiltse Moon (sources & credits)

History of Michigan, Charles Moore, Volume III, Lewis publishing Company 1915,
pages 1717-1718
Pioneering by DB Moon, http://lansinghistory.org/GLHS/Articles/Pioneering.pdf
Goodin, Virginia, Sound of Lake and Forest. Ann Arbor Michigan:1960

Making a Home Credits
The Ballad of Mary Wiltse Moon was written by Candace Corrigan and recorded by

Gary Reid for DGA productions at Michigan State University Studios.
Musical performance for The Ballad of Mary Wiltse Moon:
Candace Corrigan, Joel Mabus, and Sally Rogers
Making a Home was produced and engineered by Gary Reid at Michigan State
University Studios and originally produced for the Michigan Public Radio Network.
Narration for Making a Home: Elise Bryant
Theatrical performance in Making a Home:
Carmen Decker, John Geek, Laural Merlington, Geneva Wiskerman. Brad Graham
and Candace Corrigan
Making a Home was written by: David Anderson, Dale Anderson , Sue Wolfe and

Candace Corrigan.
Artwork and calligraphy by Kate Darnell.
Humanities Advisors include: Thomas Hardie, music consultant, Catherine Larson,
research specialist, Anna Marovich, educational consultant, Lynn Houghton,
research specialist, Sue Wolfe, research specialist, Paula Stofer, research specialist,
Carla Cook, administrative assistant.

Sampler: Michigan Pioneer Women
originally sponsored by
The Kalamazoo County Historical Society, and funded in part with grants from the
Michigan Council for the Humanities & the Michigan Commerce Department

Winner: Best Radio Portrait from
American Women in Radio and Television
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Mary Wiltse Moon (curriculum ideas)

Making A Home Disk 1 Part 1

Mary Wiltse Moon Curriculum Suggestions Grade 4-8
written by Anna Marovich
Length of project : 2 weeks
General Information: Mary Wiltse Moon's life as a pioneer in the wilderness was
one of self-sufficiency. This activity will help students visualize what it took to keep
a family going during the 1800's in back woods Michigan. Using your library and
internet as a resource, find information about farm tools, kitchen tools, sewing
tools, etc., that were available in the 1800's. After collecting this information,
students will make a catalog of tools that Mary Wiltse Moon probably used.
During this project the students will need to:
1) Gather information using resources which include the internet, original
advertisements, encyclopedias, and history text books.
2) Organize the information, selecting which tools to concentrate on. Depending
on the amount of information available and the make-up of the class, the teacher
could assign students to work in small groups to enhance the quality of the
project.
3) Construct a booklet advertising tools needed for homesteading in 1854.
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Disk One Part One

Mary Wallace
Mary Wallace, a young wife of twenty-four, managed her family's 160-acre Calhoun
County farm during the time her husband Robert Bruce Wallace fought in the
Civil War. She had two young children at the time he enlisted in the Union Army,
and she kept a daily diary.

The Ballad of Mary Wallace by Candace Corrigan

My name is Mary Wallace,
Calhoun County is my home
My husband Robert's off to war
And I run the farm alone
With the proud 19th of Michigan
Trained at Dowagiac
He's nine long months away at war
And how I wish him back
Oh, but the long war rages on.
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My father thought it foolishness,
My mother thought so, too
When I took the train to Dowagiac in the fall of 1862
And Bruce, he took me to his tent,
I sewed a pocket on his coat
We stayed all night at the campground, so early we awoke
He gave me thirty dollars, said he'd send another five
And if he thought, he never said,
He hoped he'd be back alive
And the cars rolled out to Ohio in the morning about five
Oh, but the long war rages on.
Dear Diary, I write to you these minutes that I've found
I gathered wood and done the chores,
Getting ready to turn the ground
Turned Harrisons' pigs from the cornfield,
Fixed the fences all around
And watched my young son run and play
As the sun was going down
Oh, but the long war rages on.
It's my first spring, so many things I'd never done before
I know I'm not the first woman alive to see her man go off to war
But the summer nights are comin' and I will lie alone
The worrying it troubles me, I never would have known
I'm tryin' hard, but Bruce my dear, how I wish you home
Oh, but the long war rages on.
The papers tell of battles and brave women who are there
Like Major Pauline Cushman with her curly chestnut hair
Or a Lansing girl, they say that she has run away from home
Dressed up like a man to fight and marchin' right along
But me, I'll stay and work the farm and fight my wars alone
Oh, and the long war rages on
The long war rages on.
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Mary Wallace (sources & credits)

Song Source

Walters, Barbara. "Women Played Key Role in the Civil War ", Kalamazoo Gazette, 9
October 1983.
Michigan. Statistics of Michigan (1870), xliv-xlvii, and (1864), iv-ix.
Michigan Civil War Centennial Observance Commission, editor.
Michigan Women in the Civil War. Lansing, Michigan: Michigan Civil War
Centennial Observance Commission, 1963.

Making a Home Credits
The Ballad of Mary Wallace was written by Candace Corrigan and recorded by Gary

Reid for DGA productions at Michigan State University Studios
Musical performance for Mary Wallace by Candace Corrigan and Joel Mabus
Making a Home was produced and engineered by Gary Reid at Michigan State

University and originally produced for the Michigan Public Radio Network.
Narration for Making a Home: Elise Bryant

Theatrical performance in Making a Home:
Carmen Decker, John Geek, Laural Merlington, Geneva Wiskerman. Brad Graham
and Candace Corrigan
Making a Home was written by David Anderson, Dale Anderson , Sue Wolfe and
Candace Corrigan. Artwork and calligraphy by Kate Darnell.
Humanities Advisors include: Thomas Hardie, music consultant, Catherine Larson,
research specialist, Anna Marovich, educational consultant, Lynn Houghton,
research specialist, Sue Wolfe, research specialist, Paula Stofer, research specialist,
Carla Cook, administrative assistant.

Sampler: Michigan Pioneer Women
originally sponsored by
The Kalamazoo County Historical Society,
and funded in part with grants from the
Michigan Council for the Humanities & the Michigan Commerce Department.

Winner: Best Radio Portrait from
American Women in Radio and Television
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Mary Wallace (curriculum ideas)

Making A Home Disk 1 Part 1

Mary Wallace Curriculum Suggestions Grade 4-8
written by Anna Marovitch
Length of project: 2-3 days; could easily be used within a Civil War Unit
Background: In 1850, there were 71,515 families in Michigan; only 4,009 families
lived in cities. Out of 95,578 potential draftees, roughly 91,000 were recruited
between 1860 and 1865.
Robert Bruce Wallace marched with Michigan's 19th Infantry which left for
Cincinnati on September 14, 1862, from Dowagiac. Nine hundred ninety-five
officers and men were commanded by Colonel Henry C. Gilbert of Coldwater. On
June 10, 1865, the 19th Infantry was "mustered out." In three years 255 men died,
95 in action or from wounds, while 165 were taken by disease.
General explanation: Letters from the war front were awaited with trepidation and
longing; a hearty letter was truly reason for celebration. Using available information
about Civil War conditions, the background provided, and in-depth group
discussion, prepare students for letter composition. Each student should write a
letter home to Mary Wallace from her husband, Bruce, being imaginatively selective
as to what news they want the letter to bring.
During this project the students will need to:
1) Gather information from available texts about Civil War conditions.
2) Invent a circumstance for Bruce Wallace based on the collected facts.
3) Compose the letter
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Disk One Part One

Viola Houston Corrigan
Viola Houston Corrigan was 17 years old when she moved from Bloomington,
Illinois in 1910 to Newaygo, Michigan. She raised thirteen children, five of whom
were born during the Great Depression.
The Ballad of Viola Houston Corrigan by Candace Corrigan

When I was a young girl about seventeen
My father decided to buy a new farm
Leave Illinois, my friends and my school
And travel to Michigan to a log-cutting town
Imagine my shock! Such a young girl
I thought we had moved to the end of the world.
Chorus
And it's oh yes, one never knows
Just what surprises your life has to bring
Oh yes, high are the banks of the river
The river Muskegon at Newaygo.
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Viola Corrigan (lyric)

We'd been there two months... no, it was three
Mrs. Osborn was having a Halloween party
I came home from school saying "No, I won't go"
My mother just caught me and looked at me slow
"She's invited you now, and I think that it's best "
"All right then, I'll go, but I won't change my dress "
Chorus:

And it's oh yes, one never knows
Just what surprises your life has to bring
And it's oh yes, high are the banks of
The river Muskegon at Newaygo
The party was fine, I remember the music
"Oh Little Brown Monkey, Oh, Come Dance With Me"
And across from the dancing I saw a young man
Brown eyed and handsome with his plate in his hand
Now where was my hostess? Where did she go?
What was his name? I just had to know.
I found her, I pointed him out
"What's that young man's name ?"
And to our surprise, he was pointing the same
It's then that we realized, it was easy to see
He was asking her husband just who I might be.
When we started dancing, my fate was sealed
And later we married, made Newaygo our home
Well, we had thirteen children, fifty grandchildren, too
And some of our dreams never did quite come true
Well, he always was a good man,
Oh a poor man, but a good man
He always was a dreamer, yes, a dreamer, certainly
But, I always loved him and I know he loved me.
Chorus:

And it's oh yes, one never knows
Just what surprises your life has to bring
And it's oh yes, high are the banks of
The river Muskegon at Newaygo
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Song Source

Viola Corrigan (sources & credits)

Personal interview conducted by Candace Corrigan

Making a Home Credits
The Ballad of Viola Corrigan was written by Candace Corrigan and recorded by

Gary Reid for DGA Productions at Michigan State University Studios.
Musical performance for Viola Corrigan:
Candace Corrigan and Joel Mabus
Making a Home was produced and engineered by Gary Reid for DGA Productions
and originally produced for the Michigan Public Radio Network.
Narration for Making a Home: Elise Bryant
Theatrical performance in Making a Home:
Carmen Decker, John Geek, Laural Merlington, Geneva Wiskerman. Brad Graham
& Candace Corrigan
Making a Home was written by David Anderson, Dale Anderson , Sue Wolfe and
Candace Corrigan.
Artwork and calligraphy by Kate Darnell.
Humanities Advisors include: Thomas Hardie, music consultant, Catherine Larson,
research specialist, Anna Marovich, educational consultant, Lynn Houghton,
research specialist, Sue Wolfe, research specialist, Paula Stofer, research specialist,
Carla Cook, administrative assistant.

Sampler: Michigan Pioneer Women
originally sponsored by
The Kalamazoo County Historical Society,
and funded in part with grants from the
Michigan Council for the Humanities & the Michigan Commerce Department.

Winner: Best Radio Portrait from
American Women in Radio and Television
Page 11

Sampler: Michigan Pioneer Women
Viola Corrigan (curriculum ideas)

Making A Home Disk 1 Part 1

Viola Corrigan Curriculum Suggestions Grade 4-8
written by Anna Marovich
Length of project: 2 weeks
General explanation: Viola Corrigan's life as the mother of 13 children can barely
suggest itself to students who see a family of 5 children as a rarity. To help students
gain a more vivid picture of what life with a very large family might have been like,
pursue the following activity as closely as your curriculum will allow.
Find individuals in your community who had more than 7 children.
Depending on the circumstances, each student might be responsible for locating an
individual (nursing homes are a possibility), or a few select students could work
with the individuals. Students need to interview the parent and get as much
information about each child as possible: names, dates of birth, choices of
profession, marriages, number of descendants, is the child still living, etc.
Using this information, the student should compose one letter home to
mother or father from each of the children. If only a few students acted as reporters,
these students should act as group chairperson delegating letters to the members of
the group.
During this project the students will need to:
1) Find an individual with more than seven children.
2) Establish a date for an interview
3) Compose a questionnaire for interviewing the parent.
4) Perform the interview.
5) Using interview notes, a letter home will be written from each child of the person
interviewed.
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Disk One Part Two

Madame Magdelaine La Framboise
Madame la Framboise was the granddaughter of Ottawa Chief Returning Cloud.
She married a successful French fur trader on Mackinac Island. After her husband
was killed while conducting a trade, Magdelaine assumed responsibility for the
trading business and became one of the most prosperous merchants in the upper
midwest.
Ballad of Madame La Framboise by Candace Corrigan
I will tell you as we go
All it is you want to know
They call me Madame La Framboise
I trade the furs at Mackinac
So sing your songs, you voyageurs
En roulant ma boule roulant
En roulant ma boule
En roulant ma boule roulant
En roulant ma boule.
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Madame La Framboise (lyric)

I am French and Ottawa
My village is at Mackinac
I was young when I met him there
He said he loved my shiny hair
He had a smile you should have seen
We married, I was just fourteen
He took me with him everywhere
And taught me how to trade the furs
So sing your songs you Voyageurs
En roulant ma boule roulant
En roulant ma boule
En roulant ma boule roulant
En roulant ma boule.
In all those years that we did trade
Lots of money Joseph made
He always hired the best of men
To be his Voyageurs.
So sing your song you Voyageurs
En roulant ma boule roulant
En roulant ma boule
En roulant ma boule roulant
En roulant ma boule.
My daughter was in Montreal
Our baby son was still quite small
In early fall we left that day
Both of our boats were heavy
We had good weather all the way
We made good camps, we made good time.
The wind was colder on that day
We camped down at the river
We made our camp upon the sand.
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Some came to trade that afternoon
The whiskey passed from man to man
And Joseph did good business.
But one named Nequois, he wanted more
This would happen all the time
He was half drunk and angry and Joseph simply turned away.
My husband was a pious man
He always knelt in evening prayer
His silver watch would tell the time
He went to pray not far from there
But as he knelt, this same Nequois
Rushed upon him with a knife
There was just one single cry
My Joseph fell and Nequois fled
My husband Joseph soon was dead.
Up to a village that I knew
We carried him in our bateaux
My voyageurs they sang a song
Sometimes I hear them sing it yet.
Vent trais vent du matin
Vent qui souffle au sommet des grands pins
Joie du vent quis souffle' Allons dans le grand
Vent trais vent du matin
And at our winter camp that year
The village brought Nequois to me
Asking how he should be killed
But I chose to forgive him.
You ask me why I trade the furs
Why it is I don't just marry
In life, it's true, in business too
You do what's put in front of you
Sing your songs you Voyageurs
En roulant ma boule roulant
En roulant ma boule
En roulant ma boule roulant
En roulant ma boule.
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Song Source

Madame La Framboise (sources & credits)

Armour, David. Canadian Biography "Magdelaine LaFramboise".
Barbeau, Charles. Jongleur Songs of Old Quebec. New Brunswick, New
Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1962.
McDowell, John E. "Madame LaFramboise." Michigan History, Michigan Department
of State, Division of Michigan History, Volume LVI, Number 4, Winter 1972.

Making a Living Credits
The Ballad of Madame La Framboise was written by Candace Corrigan and
recorded by Gary Reid for DGA Productions at Michigan State University Studios.
Musical performance for Madame La Framboise:
Candace Corrigan, Joel Mabus and the CC Male Chorus (voyageurs singers)
Making a Living was produced and engineered by Gary Reid at Michigan State
University and originally produced for the Michigan Public Radio Network.
Narration for Making a Living: Elise Bryant
Theatrical performance in Making a Living:
Carmen Decker, John Geek, Laural Merlington, Geneva Wiskerman. Brad Graham
& Candace Corrigan
Making a Living was written by David Anderson, Dale Anderson , Sue Wolfe and
Candace Corrigan. Artwork and calligraphy by Kate Darnell.
Humanities Advisors include: Thomas Hardie, music consultant, Catherine Larson,
research specialist, Anna Marovich, educational consultant, Lynn Houghton,
research specialist, Sue Wolfe, research specialist, Paula Stofer, research specialist,
Carla Cook, administrative assistant.

Sampler: Michigan Pioneer Women
originally sponsored by
The Kalamazoo County Historical Society,
and funded in part with grants from the
Michigan Council for the Humanities & the Michigan Commerce Department

Winner : Best Radio portrait from
American Women in Radio and Television
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Madame La Framboise (curriculum ideas)

Making A Living Disk 1 Part

Madame La Framboise Curriculum Suggestions Grade 4-8
written by Anna Marovich
Length of project: 2 weeks
Background: Marriages between whites and Indians was not uncommon. For the men involved
with the fur trade, these marriages were particularly lucrative, for the wife's relatives gave them
access to the Indian community, increasing the means by which to make their trade prosper.
David Mitchell and Elizabeth Bartrand, married in 1776, provide an example of a Caucasian
marrying a woman of Indian heritage. Mitchell was a physician who played a strong role in the
development and maintenance of Mackinac Island. This couple was also involved with the fur
trade. Madame La Framboise and Elizabeth were good friends.
Rix Robinson (born in 1792), a long time fur trader who later found himself deeply involved in
political life, became a widower when his Indian wife died. He married a second time, again
choosing an Indian. The love and respect he possessed for his wife kept him from accepting the
governorship of Michigan. His wife was an Indian princess whose character was opposed to the
duties of a governor's wife.
General explanation: Historical novels provide fiction lovers with recorded facts. Iola Fuller wrote
such a novel, published in 1940, depicting an Indian girl caught between the culture of the white
fur traders and her own. Using the principles of historical fiction, that is, weaving a handful of
facts into an imaginative setting, students should create a short story.
Using the short story form as a base for your lesson, have students collect established facts to
weave into their stories. These facts could include Indian culture, culture of the French voyageurs,
ecological conditions, and actual people who took part in the industry of fur trading.
During this project the students will need to:
1) Gather and organize facts surrounding the fur industry of Michigan.
2) Come to an understanding of historical fiction and plan out the use of the collected facts for
the short story form.
3)Write the story.
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Disk One Part Two

Jenny Justine Jokala, Lumber camp cook
Jenny Justine Jokala was Finnish. She worked as a cook in the family logging camp near a
small town named Balloo on the upper Michigan peninsula. She and her sister cooked five
meals a day for twenty-five hungry lumberjacks. Among them was her husband John, who
had been her childhood sweetheart.

Ballad of Jenny Justine Jokola by Candace Corrigan

When I was a new made bride,
Eighteen years old, 1905,
With my sister by my side,
I was cookin' for a lumberjack camp
Well, my Johnny was a foreman
And a good one, too
Near a clearin' in the woods that they call Balloo
Way up in upper Michigan
And I'm a tellin' you
Oh those men could eat!
Twenty-five hungry lumberjacks
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Jenny Justine Jokala (lyric)

Cookin' for the lumberjack men, the men
Oh those lumberjack men, cookin' for the lumberjack men
Oh, I remember the clear blue skies, and the winter so cold
In the summer, the flies
But I'll remember most till the day I die
Cookin' for the lumberjack men, cookin' for the lumberjack men
Well you just go to sleep and get up some more
Early in the morning around four,
Here come my sister just a knockin' at the door, "Jenny, oh it's time"
And a man would fix the fire and he'd go and feed the stock
We made sixteen quarts of pancake batter, syrup by the crock
And crusts for eight pies by 6 o'clock
In the mornin' for the lumberjack men, hungry lumberjack men.
With a pick and an axe and a saw all day
They were snakin' out the hardwoods on a sleigh,
But, oh, those men could pack it away at the table
Cookin'for the lumberjack men.
I made coffee, sweet breads, gallons of stew
Potatoes and car-rots and rutabagas, too
Dried fruit pies and vinegar pie too,
Cookin' for the lumberjack men
And I hauled the water up from the creek,
I made 11 loaves of bread three times a week.
And I scrubbed and I cooked till I could not speak
Cookin' for the lumberjack men, oh, those lumberjack men.
But I remember on Saturday, over come a band from Ironwood way
And we'd dance all night and they would play Finnish music
And, oh, my John with his arms so strong,
Oh so long ago we'd dance
To a tune that I still know.
Cookin' for the lumberjack men, the men
Oh those lumberjack men, cookin' for the lumberjack men.
Oh, I remember the clear blue skies, and the winter so cold
In the summer, the flies.
But I'll remember most till the day I die
Cookin' for the lumberjack men, cookin' for the lumberjack men
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Song Sources

Jenny Justine Jokala (sources &credits)

Davenport, Eugene. Timberland Times. Urbana, Illinois-. University of Illinois Press,
1950.
Goodin, Virginia. Sounds of the Lake and Forest. Ann Arbor, Michigan: 1960
Reimann, Lewis C. When Pine was King. Ann Arbor, Michigan: Edward, Brothers, Inc.,
1952, Pp. 36, 92-96.

Making a Living Credits
The Ballad of Jenny Justine Jokola was written by Candace Corrigan and recorded by

Gary Reid for DGA Productions at Michigan State University Studios
Musical performance for Jenny Justine Jokola :
Candace Corrigan, Joel Mabus and Mark Sahlgren
Making a Living was produced and engineered by Gary Reid at Michigan State
University and originally produced for the Michigan Public Radio Network.
Narration for Making a Living: Elise Bryant
Theatrical performance in Making a Living:
Carmen Decker, John Geek, Laural Merlington, Geneva Wiskerman. Brad Graham
and Candace Corrigan
Making a Living was written by David Anderson, Dale Anderson , Sue Wolfe and
Candace Corrigan.
Artwork and calligraphy by Kate Darnell.
Humanities Advisors include: Thomas Hardie, music consultant, Catherine Larson,
research specialist, Anna Marovich, educational consultant, Lynn Houghton,
research specialist, Sue Wolfe, research specialist, Paula Stofer, research specialist,
Carla Cook, administrative assistant.

Sampler: Michigan Pioneer Women
originally sponsored by
The Kalamazoo County Historical Society,
and funded in part with grants from the
Michigan Council for the Humanities & the Michigan Commerce Department

Winner : Best Radio portrait from
American Women in Radio and Television
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Jenny Justine Jokola (curriculum ideas)

Making A Living Disk 1 Part

Jenny Justine Jokala Curriculum Suggestions Grade 4-8
written by Anna Marovich
Length of project: 1-2 weeks
Background: Good lumberjacks were vital to the lumbering industry. These men were worked
hard and required large hearty meals to sustain themselves. Owners of lumbering companies
recognized that a good cook meant dedicated workers; a bad cook spelled lumberjacks leaving to
find a better kitchen.
In the camps the cook had the highest authority. The men knew how to behave in the cook
shack; if there was any grumbling they kept it to themselves. At times a wannigan, a floating
eating house, followed the "Jacks" along the river.
General explanation: To further examine the ''feminine" side of lumbering, which found both
men and women in its employment, plan and design a cookbook. Using the obvious choices of
foods, students should also be encouraged to be imaginative.
Examining the available information on life in the lumbering camps, note that tall tales provided
a certain nourishment for the lumberjacks. Students should include an anecdote to accompany
some of the menu choices, mirroring life in the lumbering camp.
During this project the students will need to:

1)Gather information about foods in the lumber camps, and about working and living conditions
existing there. In particular, find a recipe for Vinegar Pie.
2) Collect and create recipes to include in a cookbook.
3) Select menu choices which would lend themselves to an anecdote.
4) Organize and complete the cookbook.
5) Make a meal using cookbook and share with the class.
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Disk One Part Two

Margaret Murphy, nineteen century midwife
In early pioneer times, midwives were often the only people with any medical
knowledge in the area. Until as late as 1910, midwives attended one half of all
births in the U.S.
The Ballad of Margaret Murphy by Candace Corrigan
Midwife she was called back then
Mercy's angel, neighbor, friend
Always come to help you when
Your time was at hand
Winter, summer, spring or fall
Often there would come the call
Middle of the night and all
"Margaret won't you come"
Get the buggy from the shed
Winter months the horse and sled
Shine the lantern up ahead
Set out on the run
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Margaret Murphy (lyric)

Bring the aprons, tinctures too
Bring the sheets and scorch a few
Gentle hand to hold on to
When her time was hard
Working hard into the night
Candles, lamps or fire light
Knowing everything's all right
When the baby's born
Fog so thick and sky so grey
Light returning to the day
Hope the horses know the way
All the way back home.
Midwife she was called back then
Mercy's angel, neighbor, friend
Always came to help you when
Your time was at hand
NAMES
Sarah Catherman, Emma Green,
Lyda Kissinger, Johanna Hodges,
Anna Marie Feldman, Jane Holser,
Harriet Hunt Kaake, Gusty Hayes,
Nancy LaLonde Dressin,
Barbara Peske, Elsie Jane Storie,
Annie Green, Marianne Root, Alma Vildt
Midwife she was called back then
Mercy's angel, neighbor, friend
Always came to help you when
Your time was at hand
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Song Sources

Margaret Murphy (sources & credits)

Interviews conducted by Candace Corrigan
Wertheimer, Barbara M. We Were There- The Story of Working Women in America.
New York: Pantheon Books, 1977.

Making a Living Credits
The Ballad of Margaret Murphy was written by Candace Corrigan and recorded by

Gary Reid for DGA Productions at Michigan State University Studios
Musical performance for Margaret Murphy:
Candace Corrigan, Joel Mabus and Sally Rogers
Making a Living was produced and engineered by Gary Reid at Michigan State
University and originally produced for the Michigan Public Radio Network.
Narration for Making a Living: Elise Bryant
Theatrical performance in Making a Living:
Carmen Decker, John Geek, Laural Merlington, Geneva Wiskerman. Brad Graham
& Candace Corrigan
Making a Living was written by David Anderson, Dale Anderson , Sue Wolfe and
Candace Corrigan. Artwork and calligraphy by Kate Darnell.
Humanities Advisors include: Thomas Hardie, music consultant, Catherine Larson,
research specialist, Anna Marovich, educational consultant, Lynn Houghton,
research specialist, Sue Wolfe, research specialist, Paula Stofer, research specialist,
Carla Cook, administrative assistant.

Sampler: Michigan Pioneer Women
originally sponsored by
The Kalamazoo County Historical Society,
and funded in part with grants from the
Michigan Council for the Humanities & the Michigan Commerce Department

Winner: Best Radio Portrait from
American Women in Radio and Television
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Margaret Murphy (curriculum ideas)

Making A Living Disk 1 Part 2

Margaret Murphy Curriculum Suggestions Grades 4-8
written by Anna Marovich
Length of Project: 1-2 Weeks
General explanation: Taking statistics, comparing and contrasting them, can
illustrate to students the dynamics of a historian's job. There are times when
statistics are the only available information; historians have to find patterns and
those patterns have to be analyzed.
Go to the Internet and/or library, and find out about the accessibility of early
census reports. Working with statistics on such things as nationality, size of
families, and infant mortality, have students work by decades and create a classroom
graph. Once the graph is completed, look for patterns in the graph and possible
reasons for them; discuss these as a group. At this point the project could be
considered complete. A finishing touch could be provided by having students write
a short essay on conclusions that might be drawn from the graph.
During this project the students will need to:
1) Locate census reports.
2) Organize statistics on a graph.
3) Compare those statistics and try to find patterns with meaning.
4) Compose an essay tracing ideas drawn from the graph.
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Disk Two Part One

Pamela Thomas
Pamela Thomas was the first schoolteacher in the village of Schoolcraft, Michigan.
She and her husband, Dr. Nathan Thomas, assisted an estimated 1,500 slaves during
the years of 1840-1864, when their home was considered a major station in the
Underground Railroad.

The Ballad of Pamela Thomas by Candace Corrigan
The air outside is crisp and still.
We're sure to get a frost.
Summer's been playing win or lose,
I think tonight she's lost.
God only knows, that there are those
]Traveling at such a cost,
When the winter here comes too soon.
I know that I am not prepared to face an early snow.
Oh, I've got so much to do,
But that's how it always goes.
And some will come tonight upon
The Underground Railroad
By the light of this cold clear moon.
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Pamela Thomas (lyric)
Chorus:
So, Sally watch the kettle and I'll go and tell the Browns
The doctor says there's fifteen coming into town
And I'll be needing extra cornmeal and blankets all around
Until they're on their way with the earliest light of day.
It's true I knew of the doctor's views when he took me as his bride.
He didn't convince me right at first, but rest assured he tried.
Many escaping slavery could find a place to hide
At his rooms at the old hotel.
Bridge:
And after we were married, came a knock at the door
A woman advanced in years, she traveled alone,
Walkin' at night, all the way from Missouri.
I'll never forget her, the stories she told brought me right to tears.
It's then that I knew I'd do all I could do to help her to get free.
A year or so across the state, while visiting a friend,
I told her of the aid we give and how it all has been.
She said that though "I'm glad they're free, I could never let them in,
Not in my home, I never could."
But I told her hard as it might ever get, or dangerous it might be,
There was a scripture she must know was always a help to me.
"As you've done unto the least, you've done it unto me."
But, I don't think she understood.
Bridge:
There are some that are Christians, who say they are Christians
Who condemn what we're trying to do.
They say we're breaking the law and harboring fugitives,
But what would they have me do?
Should I send them away, give them back to the slave hunters,
To bondage and beatings, too?
I could try not to notice them, and call myself a Christian then
But you know that it wouldn't be true.
Chorus:
So, Sally watch the kettle and I'll go and tell the Browns
The doctor says there's fifteen coming into town
And I'll be needing extra cornmeal and blankets all around
Until they're on their way with the earliest light of day.
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Song Sources

Pamela Thomas (sources & credits)

Thomas, Pamela S. "A Station on the Underground Railroad" in Nathan M.
Thomas by Nathan M. Thomas. Cassopolis, Michigan: S.G. Thomas, 1925.

Making a Diﬀerence Credits
The Ballad of Pamela Thomas was written by Candace Corrigan

and recorded by

Daniel Market for Pubblog.com
Musical performance for Pamela Thomas by Candace Corrigan
Making a Diﬀerence was produced and engineered by Gary Reid, for DGA
Productions at Michigan State University Studios and originally produced for the
Michigan Public Radio Network.
Narration for Making a Diﬀerence : Elise Bryant
Theatrical performance in Making a Diﬀerence: Carmen Decker, John Geek, Laural
Merlington, Geneva Wiskerman. Brad Graham & Candace Corrigan
Making a Diﬀerence was written by David Anderson, Dale Anderson, Sue Wolfe
and Candace Corrigan.
Artwork and calligraphy by Kate Darnell.
Humanities Advisors include: Thomas Hardie, music consultant, Catherine Larson,
research specialist, Anna Marovich, educational consultant, Lynn Houghton,
research specialist, Sue Wolfe, research specialist, Paula Stofer, research specialist,
Carla Cook, administrative assistant.

Sampler: Michigan Pioneer Women
originally sponsored by
The Kalamazoo County Historical Society,
and funded in part with grants from the
Michigan Council for the Humanities & the Michigan Commerce Department

Winner: Best Radio portrait from
American Women in Radio and Television
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Pamela Thomas (curriculum ideas)

Making A Diﬀerence Disk 2 Part 1

Pamela Thomas Curriculum Suggestions Grade 4-8
written by Anna Marovich
Length of Project: 1 Week; could easily be used within a Civil War unit.
General explanation: Using the internet and your library as a resource, make a
detailed map of the Underground Railroad. Choose sites in Michigan, and assign
students to write a 7-day diary of a real or fictitious abolitionist. Use the
information available about the conditions that slaves had to endure as they took
flight from their masters. Encourage the students to reflect on the secrecy the
abolitionists who supported the railroad had to surround their work with.
During this project the students will need to:
1) Gather information about the Underground Railroad and construct a map of it;
this could be designed by individuals or groups.
2)Students should then investigate conditions that the slaves had to endure while
escaping the conditions of slavery.
3)In contrast to the slaves, the abolitionists had to maintain an "everyday existence"
in addition to the assistance they directed toward freeing slaves.
4)Using all of this information, the students will compose a 7-day diary of a real or
fictitious abolitionist, residing in Michigan in the 1850's.
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Disk Two Part One

Madalon Stockwell Turner
Madelon Stockwell Turner was the daughter of Michigan pioneers. She received a
formal education at both Albion and Kalamazoo College. Through the lobbying
efforts of her teacher, Lucinda Stone, she became the first woman to attend the
University of Michigan in 1870.

The Ballad of Madelon Stockwell Turner by Candace Corrigan

Lucinda, dear Lucinda Stone
My teacher and my friend
Rode all the way on the train that day
With the letter in her hand.
As she came up the walk
She hardly could talk
"Oh, Madelon it's true
They'll finally admit a woman,
And my dear, that one is you"
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Madalon Stockwell Turner (lyric)

CHORUS: I was the first experiment
First (so dangerous)
Very first one to see
If women could stay on
At the University.
My examinations were dreadful
Very long and very severe
Some of it was senior study
(I was lucky I read it last year)
It might have been coincidence
The reading they gave to me
To translate a passage From the play Antigone.
And standing there before them all
I'm sure my face was red
I summoned up my courage
And with the clearest voice, I said,
"But it behooves us in the first place to consider this
We are by nature women and therefore not able
To contend, (or fight with) with men."
One morning in the classroom
A dog had wandered in.
A couple young men jumped up then
Went to put him out again.
When the teacher coldly stopped them,
He was looking straight at me
He said, "That dog has rights like anyone
To the university."
But 1 must say for the most part
My professors were quite kind
And kinder were the young men
Or they didn't seem to mind
It was the women of Ann Arbor
Oh, the insults they could hurl
They would point and call out on the street
"There goes that University girl!"
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Madalon Stockwell Turner (lyric)

The professor told young Mr. Turner
He was to sit down next to me
"I will behave like a gentleman, sir, but I'll not sit by any girl, please."
Well, It's true, he's sitting next to me
And it looks like he just might
Go ahead and sit by me For the whole and the rest of his life.
It didn't take long, just two short years,
And I earned my degree
And many women followed
At the University.
Somehow we knew
Some dreams come true
So choose them carefully
May each of you find your dreams and
Make them reality.
CHORUS: I was the first experiment
First (so dangerous)
Very first one to see
If women could stay on
At the University.
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Song Sources

Madalon Stockwell Turner (sources and credits)

Fennimore, Jean Joy." She Dared to be First" Io Triumph, April 1982
McGuigan, Dorothy Gies. A Dangerous Experiment: 100 Years of Women at the University of
Michigan. Ann Arbor, Michigan: Center for Continuing Education of Women, 1970.
Griffin, Gail B.; Csets, Josephine; Moerdyk, Ruth Ann; and Limer, Cheryl. Emancipated Spirits:
Portraits of Kalamazoo College Women. Kalamazoo, Michigan: lhling Bros. Everard Co., 1983.

Making a Diﬀerence Credits
The Ballad of Madelon Stockwell Turner was written by Candace Corrigan

and

recorded by Daniel Market for Pubblog.com
Musical performance for Madelon Stockwell Turner: Candace Corrigan
Making a Diﬀerence was produced and engineered by Gary Reid, for DGA
Productions at Michigan State University Studios and originally produced for the
Michigan Public Radio Network.
Narration for Making a Diﬀerence: Elise Bryant
Theatrical performance in Making a Diﬀerence: Carmen Decker, John Geek, Laural
Merlington, Geneva Wiskerman. Brad Graham & Candace Corrigan
Making a Diﬀerence was written by David Anderson, Dale Anderson, Sue Wolfe
and Candace Corrigan.
Artwork and calligraphy by Kate Darnell.
Humanities Advisors include: Thomas Hardie, music consultant, Catherine Larson,
research specialist, Anna Marovich, educational consultant, Lynn Houghton,
research specialist, Sue Wolfe, research specialist, Paula Stofer, research specialist,
Carla Cook, administrative assistant.

Sampler: Michigan Pioneer Women
originally sponsored by
The Kalamazoo County Historical Society,
and funded in part with grants from the
Michigan Council for the Humanities & the Michigan Commerce Department

Winner : Best Radio portrait from
American Women in Radio and Television
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Madalon Stockwell Turner (curriculum ideas)

Making A Diﬀerence Disk 2 Part 1

Madelon Stockwell Turner Curriculum Suggestions Grade 4-8
written by Anna Marovich
Length of Project: 2-3 Weeks
Background: Women such as Madelon Stockwell Turner forged the trail for females
seeking a formal education. For Mary McLeod Bethune, who was born in 1875, the
problem was further compounded by the fact that she was black. Bethune led an
exceptionally active life, academically and politically.
General explanation: Have students collect information about Bethune using a least
2 resources. Each student should write a biographical sketch on her, covering early,
middle and late years. Students should then divide into three groups: each group
working on one of three acts in the short play the class will compose, depicting the
struggle that Bethune engaged in to pave the road for those who followed her.
During this project the students will need to:
1)Research the life of Bethune using at least 2 sources.
2)Write a biographical sketch on Bethune using found information.
3)Choose a group to work with, each group engaged in one of three acts of the play
depicting Bethune's life.
4)Take part in composing the play.
This project could be further broken down with a view to an eventual performance
of the play. After the initial biographical sketch, the students could be directed to
the following activities: writing, performing, set and costume design.
Alternative:
A similar project might involve Fannie M. Richards (1865-1915), Detroit's first AfroAmerican teacher. She played a significant part in the desegregation of schools.
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Disk Two Part One

Laura Jackson
Laura Jackson first taught in a country school in Hillman Township in eastern
northern Michigan when she was 15 years old in 1895. Her story represents the
common experience of many country school teachers throughout America.

The Ballad of Laura Jackson by Candace Corrigan
Born in 1880's, Laura Jackson is my name,
My mother was a teacher,
I knew I would be the same
Way out in a country school
Where I did teach and dwell
The joys and perils of that life
I am here to tell, oh to you I'll tell
September 1895 my parents' house I left
Just a girl of 15 years, and I was scared to death
First school out in Hillman Township,
The farmers were so poor
I can see their children now
Coming through the door
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Laura Jackson (lyric)

The schoolhouse was just a shanty, about 15 feet square
A shelf for books and stove and desks, just a few books to share
From miles away the children walked up and down those hills
How anyone learned anything is a wonder to me still
With the parents of the school I would board around
Often miles from the school and further from the town
Through the drafty cabin walls you could see the light of day
No matter what your room was like it was better than your pay
I remember well one afternoon it had begun to snow
I cut the hair of a shaggy boy before the Christmas show
That night the father of this boy handed me a note
He was a kind and grateful man and this is what he wrote
(Memory Spoken:) "Thanks, teacher, I'll do the same for you sometime."
All the years, all the children I tried to inspire
Always taught a country school before I did retire
Few years later I went back and what did I see
The children of my former children staring up at me
Teaching's always been hard work, you'll find when you've begun
You're teacher, doctor, lawyer, mother, all rolled into one
Your highest and ideal result will seldom be attained
But looking backward on it all I cannot complain
I'd be a teacher again and live my life the same.
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Song Sources

Laura Jackson (sources & credits)

Askew, Rose." Pioneer Teachers of Michigan - Laura Jackson Crank", Michigan Heritage,
Volume II 1960-1961. Pages. 83-85
McCrickett, Elizabeth. "Elizabeth McCrickett, Pioneer Kindergartner." Edited and introduction
by Lela Duff. Michigan Heritage, Volume VIII, Number 4, Summer 1967. Pages.200, 202.

Making a Diﬀerence Credits
The Ballad of Laura Jackson was written by Candace Corrigan and recorded by Gary

Reid for DGA Productions at Michigan State University Studios.
Musical performance for Laura Jackson:
Candace Corrigan, Joel Mabus and Sally Rogers
Making a Diﬀerence was produced and engineered by Gary Reid, at Michigan State
University Studios and originally produced for the Michigan Public Radio Network.
Narration for Making a Diﬀerence: Elise Bryant
Theatrical performance in Making a Diﬀerence: Carmen Decker, John Geek, Laural
Merlington, Geneva Wiskerman. Brad Graham & Candace Corrigan
Making a Diﬀerence was written by David Anderson, Dale Anderson, Sue Wolfe
and Candace Corrigan.
Artwork and calligraphy by Kate Darnell.
Humanities Advisors include: Thomas Hardie, music consultant, Catherine Larson,
research specialist, Anna Marovich, educational consultant, Lynn Houghton,
research specialist, Sue Wolfe, research specialist, Paula Stofer, research specialist,
Carla Cook, administrative assistant.

Sampler: Michigan Pioneer Women
originally sponsored by
The Kalamazoo County Historical Society,
and funded in part with grants from the
Michigan Council for the Humanities & the Michigan Commerce Department

Winner: Best Radio portrait from
American Women in Radio and Television
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Laura Jackson (curriculum ideas)

Making A Diﬀerence Disk 2 Part 1
Laura Jackson Curriculum Suggestions Grade 4-8
written by Anna Marovich
Length of Project: 1-2 Weeks
General explanation:
A country school teacher generally had children in the school from kindergarten
through the eighth grade. Knowing that the "3 R's'' were in order for one and all,
have students adopt the role of teacher and write lesson plans for the first week of
school. The given: there are 15 children, 3 age 6; 2 age 7; 3 age 8; 1 age 9; 5 age 11;
1 age 13.
Because of the agrarian lifestyle, it was common to have older students in the lower
grades. Have students work in groups of three, each group create a complete week's
plan - one student for each of the "R's".
During this project the students will need to:
1)Collect available information about country schools.
2) Decide which of the three R's is most compatible with his or her skills.
3) Divide in groups of three and put in order a general direction.
4)Design lesson plans for the first week of school.
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Disk Two Part Two

Sojourner Truth
Sojourner Truth was born a slave in the state of New York. She became a wellknown women's rights activist and speaker for the abolitionist cause. The lyric to
her song is based on a speech she gave in 1854 in Akron Ohio for a women's rights
convention. In her later years, she settled in Battle Creek, Michigan, where she is
buried.
The Ballad of Sojourner Truth by Candace Corrigan
Now listen here children
What's all this talkin' here about
I see this man over here
He says that women needs to be helped into carriages
They needs to be helped over the mud puddles
They needs to be helped over the ditches and
Given the best in the world
Well, I say nobody has ever helped me into carriages
Or ever helped me over the mud puddles
Or ever helped me over the ditches
Or given me the best in the world
And ain't I a woman?
Ain't I a woman?
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Sojourner Truth (lyric)

Look at me. Look at my arm.
Well, I have plowed and I have planted
And I have gathered into barns and you know
They ain't no man that could head me
And ain't I a woman?
Well, I could work -as hard as any man
And I could eat as much, when I could get it
And I could bear the lash as well
And ain't I a woman?
And I have borne five children into slavery
And I hive seen them sold away from me
And I have cried out with a mother's grief in the night
And they ain't no one that heard me,
'Ceptin' Jesus, sweet Jesus,
And ain't I a woman.'
Now listen here children, that man over
There, the one in the little black suit
He says that women can't have the same rights as a man
Because you know that Christ, he weren't a woman
Well, I am asking you children
Where did your Christ come from?
Where did your Christ come from?"
And just about then the rolling thunder outside could not
Have stilled that crowd like the deep rich tones of her voice
And she said, a little louder this time,
"Where did your Christ come from?
Well, I will tell you children
He come from God and from a woman
And you know that man had nothin' to do with it!
And if it took one woman named Eve
To turn this whole world upside down,
Maybe its going to take the rest of these women today
To turn it right-side back up again
And now they's askin' and the men ought to let 'em.
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Song Sources

Sojourner Truth (sources & credits)

Narrative of Sojourner Truth. (Reprint of the 1878 edition, published in
Battle Creek, Michigan.) New York: Arno Press, 1968.
Bernard, Jacqueline. Journey Toward Freedom: The Story of Sojourner Truth.
New York-. Norton, 1967.

Making Changes Credits
The Ballad of Sojourner Truth was written by Candace Corrigan and recorded by

Rich Adler, at Sound Wave Productions in Nashville Tennessee
Musical performance for Sojourner Truth by Candace Corrigan,
Making Changes was produced and engineered by Gary Reid for DGA Productions
at Michigan State University Studios and originally produced for the Michigan
Public Radio Network.
Narration for Making Changes: Elise Bryant

Theatrical performance in Making Changes:
Carmen Decker, John Geek, Laural Merlington, Geneva Wiskerman. Brad Graham
& Candace Corrigan
Making Changes was written by David Anderson, Dale Anderson , Sue Wolfe and
Candace Corrigan. Artwork and calligraphy by Kate Darnell.
Humanities Advisors include: Thomas Hardie, music consultant, Catherine Larson,
research specialist, Anna Marovich, educational consultant, Lynn Houghton,
research specialist, Sue Wolfe, research specialist, Paula Stofer, research specialist,

Sampler: Michigan Pioneer Women
originally sponsored by
The Kalamazoo County Historical Society,
and funded in part with grants from the
Michigan Council for the Humanities & the Michigan Commerce Department

Winner: Best Radio portrait from
American Women in Radio and Television
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Sojourner Truth (curriculum ideas)

Making Changes Disk 2 Part 2

Sojourner Truth Curriculum Suggestions Grade 4-8
written by Anna Marovich
Length of Project: 1-2 Weeks; could be used in a unit on Black History
Background: Sojourner Truth unavoidably etched a double cause into her life's work: abolishing
slavery and fighting for women's rights. Little information is accessible about this woman, who
not only stirred the public to move on political issues surrounding her people, but also gave
herself fully in the services of teaching, nursing, counseling and assisting those in need in any
other way. Teachers will need to make an extra effort to make sure that adequate resources are
available for students to work with. Check your library far enough in advance to take advantage of
inter-library loans. The Narrative of Sojourner Truth by Sojourner Truth, still available from the
publisher, is an indispensable book for this project.
General explanation: Each student will construct a timeline of Sojourner Truth's life. Choosing
12-20 events in her life, a timeline will be drawn on the inside of a heavy paper folder. Each of
the chosen events will be briefly stated and mapped correspondingly on the timeline. Students
will then develop each statement into a sound paragraph, detailing the events. These paragraphs,
written on separate sheets, will be housed inside the paper folders. Depending on available time
for the project, students could choose speeches they find particularly important and state their
reasons for the choice. The speech would be included with the paragraphs.
Any interesting approach to portraiture could enhance this project, as students are asked to design
the covers for their timelines.
During this project the students will need to:
1)Use available resources to select 12-20 events that seem significant to Sojourner Truth's life.
2)Map those events out in the form of a timeline, drawing the timeline inside a heavy paper folder
3)Write a well developed paragraph about each event on separate sheets and either staple them to
the inside of the cover or find an alternative method of housing them in the folder.
4)Choose a speech from The Narrative of Sojourner Truth to include with the paragraphs, adding
a brief paragraph explaining the choice.
5)Design a cover for the timeline, depicting Sojourner Truth.
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Disk Two Part Two

Anna Howard Shaw
In 1878 Anna Howard Shaw became the first women in the U.S. to be ordained as a
Methodist Minister. She was president of the National American Woman Suffrage
Association for over 10 years beginning in 1904, and was the first women to receive
the Civilian Medal of Honor for her efforts on behalf of world peace.
Ballad of Anna Howard Shaw by Candace Corrigan
When I was just a girl of twelve in 1859
My family traveled north
To the end of the Michigan railroad line.
One hundred miles north of there
Through trackless wilderness
We pioneered my father's farm
In the worst of times and the best.
And later through some divine will
A minister I became;
I preached to many a congregation
Much to my family's shame.
I went to college, then on to Boston
Unheard of in those days
Just because I was born a woman,
I wouldn't let that stand in my way.
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And later through some divine will a minister I became;
I preached to many a congregation much to my family's shame.
I went to college, then on to Boston - unheard of in those days
Just because I was born a woman, I wouldn't let that stand in my way.
And oh I lived my dream if a dream was what it was.
One can do no better in one's life than to live for a noble cause.
Perhaps my dream was born so long ago in Michigan
If you give yourself to a noble cause then give yourself while you can.
And the years passed by and God knows why I took up with the Cause.
I lectured as a suffragist to change the Constitutional laws
That women should have the right to vote, it seemed obvious to me
And in 1888 1 joined forces with Susan B. Anthony.
And oh the years that followed, oh those memories
'Come hear Dr. Anna Howard Shaw and Susan B. Anthony.'
We spoke from wagons and cars and trains, in schools and churches and halls,
And many a female spirit was rallied by our call.
I remember a night in Chicago, it was late
I sat propped up in my bed
Susan talked of the Cause all night
And the campaigns of the years ahead
She spoke of the work and what it would mean
To women yet to come
She fired a flame that burned in my soul
As steadily as her own.
Some days on the trail we were chilled to the bone
Or parched by the summer sun.
We braced ourselves for each vote that we lost,
Celebrated with each state that we won.
From the poorest houses to the grandest halls
We bore our banners high.
That women should get the right to vote
Was just a matter of hard work and time.
And oh I lived my dream if a dream was what it was.
One can do no better in one's life than to live for a noble cause.
Perhaps my dream was born so long ago in Michigan
If you give yourself to a noble cause then give yourself while you can.
And oh I lived my dream
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Song Source

Anna Howard Shaw (sources & credits)

Shaw, Anna Howard. Story of a Pioneer. New York: Harper and Publishers, 1915

Making Changes Credits
The Ballad of Anna Howard Shaw was written by Candace Corrigan and recorded

by Gary Reid for DGA Productions at Michigan State University Studios
Musical performance for Anna Howard Shaw :
Candace Corrigan , Joel Mabus and Sally Rogers
Making Changes was produced and engineered by Gary Reid, at Michigan State
University Studios and originally produced for the Michigan Public Radio Network.
Narration for Making Changes: Elise Bryant
Theatrical performance in Making Changes:
Carmen Decker, John Geek, Laural Merlington, Geneva Wiskerman. Brad Graham
& Candace Corrigan
Making Changes was written by David Anderson, Dale Anderson , Sue Wolfe and
Candace Corrigan.
Artwork and calligraphy by Kate Darnell.
Humanities Advisors include: Thomas Hardie, music consultant, Catherine Larson,
research specialist, Anna Marovich, educational consultant, Lynn Houghton,
research specialist, Sue Wolfe, research specialist, Paula Stofer, research specialist,
Carla Cook, administrative assistant.

Sampler: Michigan Pioneer Women
originally sponsored by
The Kalamazoo County Historical Society,
and funded in part with grants from the
Michigan Council for the Humanities & the Michigan Commerce Department

Winner : Best Radio Portrait from
American Women in Radio and Television
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Making Changes Disk 2 Part 2

Anna Howard Shaw Curriculum Suggestions Grade 4-8
written by Anna Marovich
Length of project : 2-3 weeks
Background: Women's struggle to win the right to vote has a seventy-plus year history. An
intriguing part of the story is housed in the biographies of the women who took part in the
struggle. Outstanding suffragists include: Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Lucretia
Mott, Lucy Stone, Julia Ward Howe, Alice Paul, and Dr Mary Walker.
General explanation: The question of how the vote was won can be answered in part by close
study of those women who were involved with the fight. Choosing from various suffragists,
students should get enough background on their chosen one to write a detailed journal entry
covering a significant day in her career. Note that journals are written with nearly equal doses of
the mundane and the profound. Students should be encouraged to develop this subtly in their
entry. The project and the student's familiarity with the chosen leader would be enhanced if three
or more children worked with each suffragist, discussing which events might emerge as
noteworthy.
A timeline should be created in the classroom. The finished journals, first attached to heavy
string, then fixed to the corresponding date, should hang from the timeline for easy perusal. As a
finishing touch, the class needs to be involved with discussion of the timeline as a whole. Short
written summaries might follow the discussion.
During this project the students will need to:
1)Decide which of the suggested suffragists to concentrate on.
2)Gather details about the life of the given person, concentrating on her involvement with the
cause.
3) Working with small groups, discuss significant points in the given suffragists' life; here each
student can choose the event to transform into a journal entry.
4)Write the entry.
5) Fix the entry to the corresponding date on the timeline.
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Disk Two Part Two

Josephine Casey
Josephine Casey was a labor organizer from New York who came to organize workers
in the Kalamazoo Corset Company strike of 1912. As a result of her efforts the
strike received national attention. It was one of the first labor disputes to
publicly cite examples of sexual harassment.
The Ballad of Josephine Casey by Candace Corrigan
Oh, do you know her or do you not?
This is open mistrust we have got.
Josephine Casey, sir, it is her name,
She's a union girl and from New York she came
A professional outside agitator, one of those
She's a union girl.
She told the crowd, "If labor is to win
It must have trust and sympathy
Of women in this community.
And then together we will make a stand
To right injustices that are at hand
And we will fight to a finish
And with all our souls
For the union girls."
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"Oh, dear Pauline, I write to you
At the time of this writing, I'm in Kalamazoo
The strike is going much as we thought
Except for one item that must be bought
All of the girls must pay for their thread
I'm sure it's true for many have said
The foreman will pass and he will forget
To ask for the money for the thread
And yet he meets them back of the shop
At the end of the day, and suggests
To them a way they can pay
I'm not surprised, but I wonder what to do
For the union girls."
And when the boss, he comes round the door,
"What is this nonsense?" he did roar
"I like to think we're a family
Working for the good of all, you see
I am a reasonable man
But these agitators are out of hand
If they persist with their weeping and their wails
They'll find themselves in the county jail.
These union girls."
And then the boss won a victory
A judge's order, forbidding picketing
"What can she do now?" he did say
The union made the news that very day
She said, "They never will take away my right to pray
With the union girls."
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"Oh, God, our father, who art so generous
Our employer has refused our request
He who has plenty has barred the door
All we ask is a living wage and not much more.
Oh, grant that we may win this strike
So that we don't have to often cry
Lord deliver us from temptation
There are no willing sinners here
Just union girls."
The town grew tired of the strike
She held a meeting that Monday night
"I know that time isn't on our side,
The situation leads me to decide,
Give me my leaflets, give me my sign
I'm going back to the picket line
for the union girls."
Back to the line, but they did not stay
They were thrown in jail that very day
Thirty-six days for contempt of court
As she boarded Central's Flyer for New York
They gave her flowers, applause and cheers
She said, "Keep the faith. I'm coming back here
And we will win this strike, I know we will
For truth and justice, they are with us still
And I pray to God and I think that he hears me
For these union girls."
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Song Sources

Josephine Casey (source & credits)

Hager, Dave. "Women Led This 1912 Labor Battle in Kalamazoo."
Melody based on an English labor song "Elsie Thompson"
Kalamazoo Gazette, 9 November 1982. Wertheimer, Barbara M.
We Were There - The Story of Working Women in America. New York: Pantheon Books, 1977.

Making Changes Credits
The Ballad of Josephine Casey was written by Candace Corrigan and recorded by
Dean Lathrop at Western Sound Studios, Western Michigan University
Musical performance for Josephine Casey: Candace Corrigan and David Kornblum
Making Changes was produced and engineered by Gary Reid for DGA Productions
at Michigan State University and originally produced for the Michigan Public Radio
Narration for Making Changes: Elise Bryant
Theatrical performance in Making Changes:
Carmen Decker, John Geek, Laural Merlington, Geneva Wiskerman. Brad Graham
& Candace Corrigan
Making Changes was written by David Anderson, Dale Anderson , Sue Wolfe and
Candace Corrigan. Artwork and calligraphy by Kate Darnell.
Humanities Advisors include: Thomas Hardie, music consultant, Catherine Larson,
research specialist, Anna Marovich, educational consultant, Lynn Houghton,
research specialist, Sue Wolfe, research specialist, Paula Stofer, research specialist,

Sampler: Michigan Pioneer Women
originally sponsored by
The Kalamazoo County Historical Society,
and funded in part with grants from the
Michigan Council for the Humanities & the Michigan Commerce Department
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The Closing Song
"Somethin' out of nothin" I heard my grandma say
As she cut the squares for my new quilt
In her living room that winter's day
"A blue and a red look good on a bed
With a print from a worn out dress.
How she found time for another fine quilt
I never thought to guess but you know that I knew
It was something out of nothin'too.
Somethin' out of nothin' my great grandma used to say
Add some water to the soup and a few wild greens
And hope the corn would last till May
Pick those beans in the summertime, apples in the fall
It was all that care and the Michigan air
That made them grow up strong and tall.
Sometimes there just wasn't enough
Some times weren't so bad
And if you couldn't buy it you made do with what you had.
Somethin' out of nothin' was the way it used to be
When the first folks settled in these woods
It took courage in a high degree
Weaker women might sink with despair, stronger women took heart
But it was something out of nothin' and you know I always liked that part.
And in this life of mysteries the challenges aren't few
And you know you'll always find somebody who's had it harder than you
But whether it's a house or a song or a farm or a speech or a job to do
I think of them too
And I try to do a little somethin' out of nothin' too.
The Closing Song written by Candace Corrigan, performed by Candace Corrigan,
Joel Mabus and Mark Sahlgren, recorded by Gary Reid for DGA Productions at
Michgan State University.
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