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And just like that, it is time for Fall Break! I can hear our students
rejoicing over getting out of school for a few days. Even though there is
still plenty going on around the church, we are definitely at a much
slower pace than we have been the last few months. I want to encourage
you to look for those moments you can just be together as a family. The
holiday season will soon be upon us and we all know how crazy that can
be! My prayer is that you all have a wonderful month.

UPCOMING EVENTS

October

Movie & McDonald's
On 10/16/14 from 9:45AM to 2:30PM
To celebrate Fall Break, we are going to see the movie Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very
Bad Day. After the movie, we will stop at McDonald's before returning to the church.

Candy Palooza
On 10/29/14 from 6:00PM to 8:00PM
All youth who are available to help with Candy Palooza need to contact Kay Rials, Kim Burke, or Jason.

Whatever Wednesday
On 11/05/14 from 7:00PM to 8:00PM
This will be our final Whatever Wednesday of 2014. During Whatever Wedneday, we share the gospel,
spend time in worship, and always have fun! Students are encouraged to bring their friends.



Is Halloween a Trick or a Treat?
By Jim Liebelt

The question, "Should parents allow their kids to participate in Halloween activities or not?" is a
noble one that reflects the wide and varied beliefs held by those in the Christian faith community. On
one end of the spectrum are people who are strongly opposed to Halloween, while those on the
other end of the spectrum raise no objections whatsoever. The majority of Christ-followers likely live
somewhere in the vast in-between on this issue.

In churches across the country, practices also reflect conflicting styles and methods. Some simply
change the name of their festivities by replacing the word “Halloween” with “Harvest.” Other
churches use Halloween as a means for outreach to the community by opening their doors and
providing a safe place for children to trick-or-treat. Still others take opportunity to adapt the
Halloween “haunted house” theme to “scare the hell” out of community members through their
evangelistic efforts. In light of all these differing styles and methods, what's a Christian parent to do?

There is no doubt that Halloween's origins can be traced to pagan beliefs and rituals. Satanic groups
have also attached meaning to Halloween, celebrating it as a special holiday. A quick Google search
on the origins and meanings of Halloween will provide plenty of background information. One thing
seems clear: Christians should not participate in the "dark side" of Halloween - to in any way
approve of the satanic or the focus on paganism, evil, death, etc.

Yet, the reality of Halloween participation for most people, religious and irreligious alike is that of
exercising a bit of fantasy, dressing up in costumes, and having fun "trick or treating" around the
neighborhood. To many, this is all Halloween is about, without any connection to occult or pagan
practices. To these people, it is difficult to say that there is anything wrong with what they do. To say
that anyone who participates in Halloween is a pagan or Satanist would be like saying anyone who
gives gifts at Christmas is a Christ-follower.

God has given us the great gift of freedom in our choices. So in the end, whatever conviction you
hold about your family’s participation in Halloween, live it out for God's glory! In these matters,
follow your own convictions, while understanding that Christians may differ in their beliefs about this
issue. And if you should run into those fellow believers who differ from your stance on Halloween,
give them freedom to live out their own convictions (see Romans 14:4).
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How to Minimize Teen Risks
By Jim Burns

Today's generation of teens is growing up in an at-risk environment. The risks that they face are
wide and varied. And, if cultural pressures are not enough, the adolescent years include a biological
bent toward risk-taking. As the world of science has provided us with greater insight into the teen
brain, we have become aware of the fact that kids are simply wired for taking risks. Unfortunately for
parents, today’s kids seem to have a broader risk menu to choose from than previous generations.
 
Both kids and parents grapple with risks daily. There are no easy answers. We cannot remove all
risks from our kids’ lives, nor guarantee that our kids will never take risks. However, there are
actions that parents can take to help minimize risk factors and the impact of crisis situations in our
kids' lives. Here are seven actions I encourage you to take:

1. Set Parental Standards. ?Setting standards and maintaining consistent discipline is not the only
factor in deterring at-risk behaviors, but it's one of the most important. 
 
2. Establish Regular Family Times Together. This can be as simple as making sure your family eats
dinner together regularly. Research has found that kids who participate in regular family meals
reduce their likelihood to engage in at-risk behaviors. The meal itself isn’t the point. The secret is
simply found in having regular family time.
 
3. Promote Involvement in Positive Activities. ? Positive involvements often keep kids from getting
into trouble. Kids least likely to get into trouble spend one or more hours a week in sports, clubs,
music, drama, or other positive extracurricular activities.
 
4. Encourage Positive Peer Influence. ?Parents can often evaluate which direction their kids are
headed by simply knowing who their kids' friends are. Monitor your kids' friendships and encourage
those friendships that are positive in nature.
 
5. Promote Sexual, Drug, and Alcohol Restraint. ?Kids who postpone sexual activity and choose not
to experiment or regularly use drugs or alcohol reduce their potential for experiencing crisis
significantly.
 
6. Promote a Positive School Environment. ?Do everything you can to help provide your kids with a
positive school experience; from monitoring homework and classroom activities to involvement in
anti-bullying initiatives and school crisis planning.
 
7. Encourage and Model the Priority of Spiritual Development. ?Church involvement and the
development of spiritual life cannot be overlooked as major factors in preventing at-risk behavior.
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Empty Nest? Not So Fast
By HomeWord.com

If you find yourself in the midst of parenting a teenager today, you might already be dreaming and
even planning your new life of freedom once the chicks leave the nest. That bedroom your teen has
been hogging all this time is just a few years away from becoming a den, craft room, or man cave,
right?

Not so fast.

In unprecedented numbers, today’s generation of young adults are still living at home with their
parents. Recently, Pew Research Center performed an analysis of Census Bereau data and found
that 23.6% of young adults, ages 25-34, are living in a multigenerational household. (For most, this
means living at home.) This percentage has increased from 18.7% before the recession, according
to Pew. (Note: Pew did not even include young adults in the 18-24 years-old group in their analysis!)

Pew reports that the largest factors at play in young adults living with their parents are the slow
economic recovery and the recent trend in delaying adult independence.

What Should Parents Do?
• Start thinking now about what you want your life to look like in future years. Does it include having
an adult child living at home with you? If so, what will this look like? What will it mean to your
household financially? How will it affect your plans for retirement? And if you are looking for the
more traditional empty nest experience, how are you preparing your teenager now to move toward
adult independence?

• Start having discussions with your teenager about what she or he wants their life to look like in the
future. Would he or she be happy living at home with you? If you would welcome having an adult
child living at home with you, what are your expectations about responsibilities and financial
contributions? How will you help them become as independent as possible despite living with you?

• Give some forethought to how you might handle unplanned circumstances that might affect both
you and your adult child, such as another recession, poor job availability and wages, burdensome
college student loans, and extended seasons in post-graduate studies.
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Parents Set Example for Distracted Driving
By HomeWord.com

Children see, children do. Researchers have found that this adage is especially true when it comes
to risky behaviors by teen drivers.

Research in recent years has found that teens often learn their risky driving behaviors from watching
parents when they drive. These parents practice a “do as I say, not as I do,” approach to role
modeling. Kids have watched their parents make and receive calls on their cellphones while driving,
as well as sending and replying to text messages. The bad driving practices of parents then become
the social norm for their kids, despite what parents say.

In the summer of 2014, a new study presented at the annual meetings of the American
Psychological Association found that parents are also directly responsible for teen distracted driving
as up to half of teens are on calls with mom or dad when they talk on a cellphone while driving.

Researchers noted that parents expect their teens to answer their phone calls, and that teens fear
their parents will get angry when they don’t.

Now What?
• Parents should make it their goal to set a good example for their teens in regard to cellphone
usage while driving. When a child observes a parent answering even one call or sending one text
while driving, they send the message to their kid that legitimizes the bad behavior.

• Set clear expectations and consequences with your teenager regarding cellphone use while
driving. Then, live by the same expectations.

• Specifically address how teens should handle phone calls or texts while they are driving – and
specifically those received from parents.

• Practice makes perfect. Your teen’s driving skills are improved through supervised driving
experience. Even if your teenager already has a driver’s license, let her or him drive while running
family errands. If necessary, pre-arrange for text messages or calls to be made to your teen driver
during these trips. This provides your teen with hands-on experience with handling distractions while
you are present in the vehicle.
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Shaping Spiritual Change in Your Teenager
By Jim Burns

One of the main reasons I remain focused on young people as my life work is
because it is such an important time for developing a relationship with God. It's
exciting to see teens explore their spirituality, but it's also a bit scary for us parents.
As they move from a concrete faith to a more abstract way of thinking, they just
may say and do some things that go against their parents' views. While in college,
our daughter Christy felt she had to disown our faith to eventually claim her own
faith. Interestingly enough, her faith still looks quite similar to ours.

This is the stage in their faith development where teens may not want to go to
church, or they might say things about God just to get you upset. It is a time of
passionate belief and passionate doubt. One morning they may sincerely feel called
to be a missionary, and later in the day they will tell you they don't believe in God
anymore and they want nothing to do with church. Both feelings are real, for the
time being, both feelings are a normal part of their faith development. The worst
things parents can do is freak out, panic or put down their child during this time of
searching. Young people are on a spiritual quest, and we can't mistake skepticism
or doubt as a sign that they are not interested.

Parents must also avoid smothering their kids with their own faith. Sure you can set
expectations (like church attendance,) but don't spend much time preaching at
them. Allow and even affirm the difficult questions. A healthy faith has room for
questions. And whenever possible, empower them to put their faith in action. During
a tenuous time in the faith development of one of my own daughters, we went on a
foreign mission trip together. The experience of putting her faith in action caused
her to do some very important thinking, and after college graduation, she moved to
Ecuador to invest a year of her life working with kids.

Teens today are very experiential. They need opportunities to put their faith in
action. Obviously, we can't all go with our kids to a foreign country to do mission
work, but we can help them find the time to give them the opportunity to do
hands-on ministry and learn that the call to Christ is the call to serve.
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