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Zion Reformed Church 

Know what you believe and             

why you believe it. 

ZION REFORMED CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT Zion Reformed Church exists to 
bring  people into the family of 

Christ, develop them to Christ-like 
maturity for ministry in the church 

and the community;  so that Christ, 
through the Holy Spirit, may use 

them to glorify His Father’s Name 
and  expand His Kingdom. 

105 So. Ham Lane 

Lodi, Ca 95242 

Phone: 209-369-1919 

Fax 877-335-2264 

Email:  office@zionreformedchurch.org 

Church Office Hours 

M - F  8:00am to 4:00pm 

Closed for Lunch 

12:00pm - 12:30pm 

may Dates 

4th 
13th 
& 

20th 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

  

 Just as the Jewish faith has three big Holy Days or Feasts,                  

Christianity also has three Big Holy Days: 

1. Christmas – the birth of the Savior 

2. Easter – the resurrection of the Savior 

3. Pentecost – the coming of the Holy Spirit with power 
 

 Pentecost was one of the three feasts that pilgrims traveled to   

Jerusalem to celebrate.  It was at this time that the Holy Spirit came to 

the  Apostles, fulfilling Christ’s words that are found in Acts 1:8, “But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the end of the earth.”  It is a day that should have tremendous meaning 

for us. 

Too often we find ourselves in the, “ I Can’t Crowd.”  You know what that 

crowd says: 

“I can’t serve at the church.” 
“I can’t witness.” 
“I can’t pray.” 
“I can’t do Bible Study.” 
“I can’t ___________________.” 

 

 

           Continued on next page... 
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 The message of Pentecost is a sobering reminder that it is not about  

us.  It is about what the Holy Spirit can do through us, individually and                  

corporately as a church.  When we finally quit putting our own limitations              

on the Almighty God we believe in, and let Him work in us, we will see that 

God can and will do great things through us.  My prayer is that we have a 

powerful Pentecost this year. 

 

Together in Service, 

      Pastor Matt 

A life-filled prayer 

A high school senior in Washington, D.C., offered this graduation prayer, which applies to 

people of all ages:  

 

“Dear God, grant us one thing before we leave the sheltered reassurance of our childhood. 

Show us life. Not an empty, shallow world of shallow people and shallow dreams, but real 

life. For we have known the bliss of childhood as well as the passion of adolescence.  

 

“We want to make the world a better place, but we don’t know how. We want to throw 

our arms around our brothers and our sisters, but our hands cannot reach. We want to 

break the cycle of violence and the bonds of injustice in our society, but we’re not strong.  

 

“Smile on us when we drink from the waters of truth. When we are old, reassure us that 

our struggle helped make the world a kinder, gentler and more peaceful place. And please, 

God, don’t let us die without ever having lived.” 

We now have business card sized invitation cards available for you to pass 

out when inviting someone to Zion.                                                                           

These are located on the table in back of the Sanctuary.                                                                                                      

Please grab a few on your way out today                                                                   

and invite someone to join you for worship next week! 

 

 

  

 

 

Dear Zion Members, 

  The children at the child care have enjoyed learning about all the 

spring time wonders. We been learning about the beautiful things that God 

has created; flowers, butterflies and much more.   The enrollment is at 61 

and growing.   We are looking for some part time aides, so keep this in your 

prayers. 

 

In His Service, 

Deanna McMullen, Director 

Zion Child Care Center & Preschool 

Expanding horizons, one foot at a time 

 

My 8-year-old often likes to wear the pants of one outfit with the shirt of another. “I 
want these socks today!” he proclaims, holding up a white and a black. When I offer the 
stray black one I spot on the couch, he insists, “No! I like things different!”  
 
What about us in the world … in the church? Studies show that people tend to live near 
others like them. Many congregations consist predominantly of one ethnicity. We gravi-
tate toward people who share our marital status, profession, values and views. Some-
times this is sensible, but often it limits our growth and horizons.  
 
For a tux-clad ring bearer, matching socks are best. But when socks’ only purpose is 
keeping feet warm at school, where my youngster feels “at home” and each child’s 
uniqueness is celebrated, I embrace his nonconformity — and that of his socks. Would 
that we all appreciated diversity as much!  
 

—Heidi Mann 



 

 

 

 

A Month of Special Sundays! 

Sunday, May 5, has been set aside as a reception Sunday.  On this day                     

we will celebrate with Alexander (AJ) Trovinger as he completes his                             

confirmation and is confirmed.  We will also celebrate with Dave Ensy as                     

he is baptized and becomes a member of Zion along with his bride to be 

Amanda Monk.  Also joining our Zion family is Mila Hale.  If you or someone 

you know would like to become a part of the family, please contact Pastor 

Matt.  You can reach him by calling the office during the week or by sending 

an e-mail to him at pastormatt@zionreformedchurch.org.  Let’s welcome 
these new members and gladly adopt them into our Zion family. 

Sunday, May 12, is Ascension Sunday.  The Bible tells us that Jesus                    

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father.  What’s 

so important about that?  To sit at the right hand of a king is a symbol that 

the one who is sitting has successfully completed a charge that had been 

given to him.  When Jesus sat down at His Father’s right hand it shows us 

that His atoning sacrifice was complete and He was victorious over sin, 

death and the devil. 

Sunday, May 19, is Pentecost Sunday.  This Sunday will be most special for 

us as Steve and Janie-Sue Wertheim, from Jews for Jesus, will be joining us 

for our time of worship.  They will be opening up the “Jewish Roots of Pente-

cost” and explaining how it relates to the Christian faith.   As in the past, we 

have fliers that members can hand out or ask local merchants to display in 

the windows of their business.  Invite a friend or family member to come.  

Everyone will certainly be blessed by the message.  After the service we will 

have a luncheon and time of fellowship in Geneva Hall.  

 Special dates in May 

• National Day of Prayer, May 2, 2013  

• Christian Family Week, May 6-12, 2013  

• Ascension of the Lord, May 9, 2013  

• Mother’s Day, May 12, 2013/Ascension Sunday  

• Armed Forces Day, May 18, 2013  

• Pentecost Sunday, May 19, 2013  

• Memorial Day, May 27, 2013  



 

 

 

 Got Questions? – Get Biblical Answers! 

No Games and No Gimmicks 

 

An honest discussion seeking Biblical answers to  your questions 

Submit your questions on: 

· Facebook – Truth at Zion  
· Internet - Truth Blog at www.zionreformedchurch.org 

· In person 

Answers to your questions along with discussion will take place on Monday nights at            

6:30 p.m. in “The House” 

 May 6th / May 13th / May 20th  

T he Zion Sewing Circle  will be  meeting again on                                                 

Wednesday, M ay 8th at 1:00pm.   We meet in the  sewing room 

across from the Office and work on  projects to support the church 

and preschool.   N o sewing experience necessary.                                      

All Are Welcome! 

SDG 

Soli Deo Gloria  

Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do,                    

do all to the glory of God.”  1Corinthians 10:31  

The joy of service 

I slept and dreamt that life was joy.  

I awoke and saw that life was service.  

I acted and behold, service was joy.  

—Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) 

The current Bible 

Study is on the              

Book  of James                   

and runs through 

June 10th.                      

You may still join!  

Pick up your study 

book in the church          

office or download                   

it from  

www. 

.zionreformedchurch. 

org 

 

 

Mother with a mission 

Catherine Booth, wife of Salvation Army founder William Booth, was said 

to have read the Bible through eight times before age 12. In 1855, she 

married William, a Methodist minister, keeping the wedding simple so 

more money could go toward ministry.  

 

Breaking with tradition, Catherine became active in the church, speak-

ing in meetings and giving public testimony. While raising eight children, 

she raised funds for her work, which included helping alcoholics get their 

lives on track.  

 

Upon her death, this “Mother of the Salvation Army” received high praise 

from her husband. “To me she has been made of God, never-failing  

sympathy, reliable wisdom and unvarnished truth,” said William Booth.  

“In short, all that is noble and good; and consequently a tower of 

strength, a mine of wealth, and an everflowing fountain of comfort and 

joy.”   

 Boutique Venders Include 

 Jewelry, Scentsy, Scrapbooks, Miche 

Purses, Jams, Headbands, Hair Flowers,                

Baked Goods, Unique Gourds,  Pampered Chef, 

Crocheted Purses and Shawls,  

BeautiControl: Skin Care,  

Jessica Allen Photography:              

Maternity, Newborns & Infants 

 Stella & Dot Jewelry                                                    

 and Accessories 



 

 

Community Group 
 

If we look at the early church not long after Jesus'                          

resurrection, we see a completely different dynamic, personal          

relationship and fellowship with one another than today. How  

often do we feel as though our Sunday worship for a mere hour is 

enough to satisfy the personal and collective needs of the church? 

Acts 2:42-47 shows us a very different picture, as the members of 

the early church gathered daily, sacrificed materially, studied 

diligently, worshiped and evangelized fervently. This is still possi-

ble today.  
 

We will be launching a new ministry, a community group, with 

the committed Christian members of Zion. We will actively and 

collectively explore God's word, reflect upon the application to  

our own lives, prayerfully celebrate and convict ourselves (and 

others) in our blessings and burdens, and by the grace of the  

Holy Spirit grow, learn, share, and get equipped to faithfully              

expand the mission field from Zion outward.  
 

If you feel convicted to participate, evangelize, reach 

out to the families of the Child Care Center, study, 

give and grow more, this is an opportunity  to do so 

and we encourage you to talk to Nick Sheehan who 

will be heading up this ministry.   Nick is looking for 

those who would like to participate, what time is 

best to meet and is anxious to hear input from you.  

Nick can be reached by phone at 747-8217 or email 

Nick@zionreformedchurch.org 
 

 
You bring it, we’ll tag it! 

The 7th Annual Rummage Sale                            

is this week!! 

 

 

 
 

Please bring all your rummage items to the church on Monday and 

place them in the Gym.  If your able to help set up on Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday from 9:00am to 12:00pm  

or able to help the day of the  sale please contact Linda Dashnow 

or the church office to let us know when you can work. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance.   Without you 

we could not fund and present to the community the Christmas 

Drive Thru which enabled so many people to view the true symbols 

of Christmas and their meanings. 

Celebrate National Foster Care Month 

My entry into foster care was an unexpected twist in my neat, tidy life. It’s not some-

thing I would have thought to have chosen, not a path I would have thought to explore. 

And yet the kids who’ve entered my life have been an unexpected blessing. Is fostering 

difficult and challenging? Definitely. But it has also clearly been the hand of God, who’s 

the master of the unexpected.  

 

—Stephen R. Lewis, a foster parent since 2008 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

  

  

   

  

 
1 

 
2 

 

3 4 

 

5  Reception Sunday 
  8:45 am Sunday School  

9:50 am Pre-Service                        
Prayer In Grace Chapel 

10:00am Worship Service 
11:00 am Fellowship Hour 

6:30 pm SDG Study 

6 
 

7 

 

8 9 

 

10 11 
 

12 Feed the Homeless  
Ascension Sunday                  
Mothers Day                                   
8:45 am Sunday School 
9:50 am Pre-Service 
Prayer  in Grace Chapel 
10:00 am Worship Service 
11:00 am Fellowship Hour       

6:30 pm SDG Study 

13 14 15 

 

16 

 

17 18 

 
 
 
  

19 Pentecost Sunday 

  8:45 Sunday Bible Class 
9:50 am Pre-Service   

Prayer In Grace Chapel 
10:00am Worship Service 

Jews for Jesus Presentation  
11:00 am Fellowship 

Luncheon                               

6:30 pm SDG Study 

20 21 

 

22 

 

23 24 25 

26    

  8:45 am Sunday School 
9:50 am Pre-Service                        

Prayer In Grace Chapel 
10:00am Worship Service 

11:00 am Fellowship Hour   

No Bible Study tonight 

27 

 

28 29 30 31   

 

7:00 pm                                 

Child Care Board  

Meeting 7:00 pm  

9:00am Prayer group  
10:00am SDG Study 
6:30pm Truth @                 
The House 

9:00am Prayer group  
10:00am SDG Study 
6:30pm Truth @                  
The House 

7:00 pm  

Choir  6:30 pm 

Boy Scouts 6:30 pm 

 Choir  6:30 pm 

Boy Scouts 6:30 pm 

Choir  6:30 pm 

Boy Scouts  6:30 pm 

9:00am Prayer group  
10:00am SDG Study 
6:30pm Truth @               
The House 

 Choir  6:30 pm 

Boy Scouts 6:30 pm 

Church Office & Child Care 
Closed 

Choir  6:30 pm 

Boy Scouts 6:30 pm 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

  

  

   

  

 
1 

 
2 

 

3 4 

 

5  Reception Sunday 
  8:45 am Sunday School  

9:50 am Pre-Service                        
Prayer In Grace Chapel 

10:00am Worship Service 
11:00 am Fellowship Hour 

6:30 pm SDG Study 

6 
 

7 

 

8 9 

 

10 11 
 

12 Feed the Homeless  
Ascension Sunday                  
Mothers Day                                   
8:45 am Sunday School 
9:50 am Pre-Service 
Prayer  in Grace Chapel 
10:00 am Worship Service 
11:00 am Fellowship Hour       

6:30 pm SDG Study 

13 14 15 

 

16 

 

17 18 

 
 
 
  

19 Pentecost Sunday 

  8:45 Sunday Bible Class 
9:50 am Pre-Service   

Prayer In Grace Chapel 
10:00am Worship Service 

Jews for Jesus Presentation  
11:00 am Fellowship 

Luncheon                               

6:30 pm SDG Study 

20 21 

 

22 

 

23 24 25 

26    

  8:45 am Sunday School 
9:50 am Pre-Service                        

Prayer In Grace Chapel 
10:00am Worship Service 

11:00 am Fellowship Hour   

No Bible Study tonight 

27 

 

28 29 30 31   

 

 1:00 pm 

Choir  6:30 pm 

Boy Scouts 6:30 pm 

 Choir  6:30 pm 

Boy Scouts 6:30 pm 

Choir  6:30 pm 

Boy Scouts  6:30 pm 

7:30 am @Dancing Fox                     

7:30 am @Dancing Fox   

7:30 am @Dancing Fox                   

7:30 am @  

Dancing Fox 
 Choir  6:30 pm 

Boy Scouts 6:30 pm 

“I remember my mother’s prayers, and they have always followed me.                 

They have clung to me all my life.”  

 

—Abraham Lincoln 

Ladies Tea & 

Boutique 

1:00 pm 

Rummage Sale  

8:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Choir  6:30 pm 

Boy Scouts 6:30 pm 

National Day of Prayer   6:30 pm 

Community Prayer Service @ 

Veterans Plaza 


