EXT. BACKYARD - NI GHT
BURT is junping on a tranpoline, phone in hand.

BURT
(I'nto the phone)

Yeah? Well the fact that |’ m even
calling this late neans it’'s
i mportant, doesn’'t it? | think so.
What’ s your nane? | already know
cause |... What? Well | think you
know nore than you' re letting on.
How about that ?

VERONA cones out into the backyard, sees BURT.

VERONA
Burt ?

BURT
(I'nto the phone)
Hel | 0? Dam it.

BURT hangs up the phone.

VERONA
Burt, what are you doi ng?

BURT
Calling everyone she knew. Her old
conpany, her friends.

VERONA
At nidni ght ?

BURT
(Paci ng back and forth)
Ri ght! The el ement of surprise!

VERONA
Can you stop?

BURT
What ki nd of Goddamn person | eaves
her daughter?

VERONA
| don’t know. Maybe not such a
strong person.
(BURT continues to pace)
Pl ease stop

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

BURT
You know what the worst of it i1s?
There’s nothing we can do about it.
Because she’s gone and this famly
can’t be fixed and that’s it! And
what if one of us freaks out |ike

t hat ?
VERONA
W won't. It can be fixed and you
know it.
(BURT throws the phone and
sits down)
Thank you.

(VERONA clinbs up onto the
tranpoline with him)

Burt, it’'s okay. Look at ne,

pl ease.

BURT

No, really. Wat if something
happens to one of us and just nakes
us go crazy? | nean, what if I'm
wal ki ng by a construction site and
sonething falls and then ny frontal
| obe gets chopped off and then ny
personality’s altered and then I’ m
not a good dad? What happens then?

VERONA
Vel |, be careful wal king near
construction sites.

BURT
What about Minch?

VERONA
She’ Il be careful wal ki ng near
construction sites too.

BURT
No, really. | nean don’t you | ook

at her and just want to give her
everything she’s ever wanted? It’s
so incredibly unfair that she
can't-

VERONA
-Yeah. You're right. It’s unfair
that she can’t have a baby and that
bad parents still get to be parents
and good parents die when their
daughters are in college. So what?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

BURT
| msorry, Verona.

VERONA
Look, all we can do is be good for
this one baby. W don't have
control over much el se.

BURT
Marry ne? At | east.

VERONA
Never .

BURT | ooks at VERONA, then | ooks away. She reaches for him

VERONA
| will never |eave you.
BURT
Yeah.
VERONA
| prom se.
BURT
No, I know. You know, you prom sed

to never marry nme because you
didn't want to get married w thout
your parents there. | get that. Can
you prom se to never |eave ne?
Prom se to never | eave this baby
that we’re havi ng?

VERONA
| promise. | do. Do you promse to
stop tal king about your ability to
find or not find nmy vagina after |

give birth?

BURT

(He | aughs)

| do. Do you promse to let ne
cobbl e-

VERONA
-carve.

BURT

Carve in ny spare tinme and teach
our daughter the lore of the great
M ssi ssi ppi ?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

VERONA
| do. Do you pronise never to
devel op a thing for seahorses?

BURT
(1 aughi ng)
| do.
VERONA
Good.

They [ ay down on the tranpoline together.

BURT
Do you prom se to | et our daughter
be fat or skinny or any wei ght at
all because we want her to be happy
no matter what and bei ng obsessed
with weight is just too cliche for
our daughter?

VERONA
Yes, | do. Do you prom se that when
she tal ks, you'll listen? Really

listen. Especially when she’s
scared? And that her fights will be
your fights?

BURT
| do. And do you promse that if |
di e sone enbarrassi ng and bori ng
death that you' re gonna tell our
daughter that her father was killed
by Russian soldiers in this intense
hand to hand conbat with the
attenpt to save the lives of 850
Chechni an or phans?

VERONA
| do.
(She gi ggl es)
Chechni an orphans. | do. | do.



