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we strive to nourish, clothe, and shelter others in
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Empowered by the Holy Spirit,
our community.
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“O God of new beginnings and wonderful surpriskank
you for the gift of a new year. May it be a tinfegoace for
me, a time to grow in faith and love, a time toe@mmy
commitment to following Your Son, Jesus. May itebgear
of blessing for me, a time to cherish my family dnends, a
time to renew my efforts at work, a time to embragefaith
more fully. Walk with me, please, in every day avery
hour of this new year, that the light of Christ htighine
through me, in spite of my weaknesses and failifgsove
all, may | remember this year that | am a pilgrimtbe
sacred path to You. Amen.”



A new year is often a time to make resolutions to eat less, exercise more, or take on
that long delayed project. This year | invite you to make a spiritual resolution, not a
giant undertaking, but a small practice that may help you with your faith and life.

Why not read the gospel of Mark, since our Lectionary year
focuses on that gospel? On Sundays we hear snippets, but a
chapter-by-chapter reading may give you a better idea of what
we miss and how all the various passages connect together.

What about a prayer resolution? Take home the Sunday
bulletin and pray the Collect of the Day and make the Prayers of the People a part
of your own prayers in a new way. Or use the text from one of the hymns, reading
it slowly and reflecting upon it.

Pray one of the Daily Offices found in the Book of Common Prayer: Morning Pray-
er, Evening Prayer or Compline. If you don’t own a copy of the BCP, | would be
glad to order one for you. You can also go online at www.dailyoffice.org where
you will find each service with the readings and prayers included.

For a spiritual discipline of daily mediation pick up a copy of For-
ward Day by Day from the church or go online at
www.forwardmovement.org and under “forward day by day” click

on today’s meditation.
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A gentleman stopped by the church
this afternoon while | was in the office.
He asked about the food pantry and my
mind started going through my options.
Did | need to get into the food pantry to
get him some emergency food? Would
just giving him the times and dates the
food pantry was open be enough? As |
was thinking these thoughts, the gen-
tleman continued saying that the food
pantry helped him several times.
Someone had given him two cases of
Gatorade and he wanted to donate one
of them to the food pantry. Because we
helped him, he wanted to help others. It
warmed my heart and made me won-
der how many other people have the
many Outreach Ministries effected in
this way — helping people who, in turn,
begin to help others.
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This has been an amazing year for all
of our Outreach Programs. The Lion’s
Den continued to serve hot meals eve-
ry Wednesday, only closing once

in February related to an ice storm and
again the Wednesday before Thanks-
giving. We received two donations to
sponsor lunches: one from Accent
Home Health, and another from Mariet-
ta Financial. Kroger and their district
manager Mr. Dean Drilling donated 60
chickens for our October Chicken Sal-
ad Meal. Gray Brothers Cafeteria do-
nated 24 pumpkin pies for our holiday
meals. It was wonderful to see all the
community support.

We definitely saw an increase in our in-
house customers, many more people
looking for a hot meal. This year we
also increased our number of home
deliveries to parishioners who are
home bound or ill. Again, the wonderful
community support from local busi-
nesses and many schools in the area
who order our meals continued to sup-
port the program. In 2011, The Lion’s
Den served 8040 meals.

The Lion Cubs continued to provide
kids with weekend meals in 2011. A
very dedicated group of volunteers
from St. Mark’s and other area church-

es met every Friday to package one hot
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meal and two sandwich meals per
child. The Lion Cubs delivered 18,076
meals to 5,900 kids throughout Hen-
dricks County. Thanks to all those
who donated food along the way to
help make this possible.

The Lion Cubs program received the
blessing of three large donations this
year. The first came earlier in the year
as a grant of $3000 from Trinity
Church. The 6th,7th, and 8th grade
Student Council from St Susanna also
greatly helped. In addition to helping on
Fridays once a month, they wrote for
and received a $1000 grant for the pro-
gram from United Way, and a third
grant from Cathedral Women.

The Thrift Shop, also known to some
as Bea's Boutique, flourished in 2011.
A small but mighty group of volunteers
put in many hours sorting, pricing, and
selling their donations. This is no small
feat. Donations of clothing, toys, house-
hold items, etc. come in on almost a
daily basis. All their work allowed the
Thrift Shop to turn in $7,636.04 to the
St. Mark’s general fund. Stop by and
see all the changes this hard working
crew recently made to improve the
shopping experience at the Thrift Shop.

The Food Pantry continued to be open
three days a week in 2011. | do not
have their totals yet, but | will post the

numbers downstairs in Fellowship Hall
on the Outreach Bulletin Board.

Once again, the Plainfield Swim Team
held their annual Swim-a-Thon in 2011.
That really is a hard working group of
kids. At the end is the month, they
came to St. Mark’s to present a check
for $5,100 for all the Outreach Pro-
grams. Thank you, Swimmers!!!!

That's my quick update for 2011.
Thanks to all for your help throughout
the year.

We're looking forward to a busy and
rewarding 2012. As always, if wish to
volunteer for any of the Outreach Pro-
grams, feel free to let me know. We
served a total of 26,116 meals from our
little kitchen downstairs... Amazing....
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Please consider signing up to host
Coffee Hour after the Services.
It is a simple and considerate way
to give back to St. Mark’s while
connecting with nearly every member.
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