
Week 16 

stories 

thought questions 

Ruth 1-4—Ruth 

Ruth was not and Israelite.  In fact, her people often fought against Israel.  So why is her story included in the history 

of God and his people.  It’s a moving story about faithfulness and love, but you’ll have to read it to the very end to dis-

cover why this story, and this foreign woman, are so crucial to Israel's future. 

Matthew 16:13-27—Declaring the Kingdom 

You cannot encounter Jesus without deciding about who he is.  And as the disciples noted, it’s a black and white deci-

sion, with implications for the rest of their lives.   

1. Ruth’s famous line is “your people will be my people and your God my God.”  In what ways have you given up what is 

natural to you to become a child of God? 

2. There are no overt acts or words of God in this story, but at the end, we see God was at work all along.  Think about 

times in your life when God was silently working without your knowledge. 

3. People have a lot of ideas about who Jesus was.  How does Peter’s confession differ from all the other claims about 

Jesus? 

4. In what ways are you challenged to deny yourself to follow Jesus?  Can you think of examples in our own life when 

you gave up something you desired and in return gained something of much great value? 

         

 Talk about how Ruth is a great model of faithfulness for our children, and how Boaz is like Jesus who helps 

protect and provide for us.  Boys and girls can both learn great lessons from these characters.  

 Download the maze that follows after Jesus.  Talk with your children about ways they can take up their own 

cross and follow him. 

Children’s Corner 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4493/take_up_your_cross_maze.pdf

