
Week 15 

stories 

thought questions 

Judges 6-7—Gideon 

Before there were kings in Israel, judges provided protection and justice for the people.  Gideon was one of the most 

famous judges, not because of his own strength or charisma, but because he was willing to be used by God to accom-

plish things beyond Gideon’s ability.  And in the end, it was God and not Gideon who got the glory. 

Matthew 5:1-16—Revealing the Kingdom 

Jesus came announcing the arrival of God’s Kingdom.  For the Jewish people this meant one thing—the return of Is-

rael’s independence and glory.  To Jesus it meant something entirely different.  The kingdom of God was not a place, 

but a people who submit themselves to the authority and rule of God.  And as he points out throughout his ministry—

this Kingdom is sometimes radically different than the one they were expecting.  

1. Gideon was fearful and weak when he was called by God to lead Israel.  How have you to felt weak and fearful to 

act or lead?   

2. Throughout this story, God acted to assure Gideon that he was with him.  How has God acted in your life to assure 

you of his presence and protection? 

3. Many of the beatitudes seem counterintuitive to us today.  Which ones are most challenging to you?   How might 

you test Jesus’ promise this week by embodying that trait?   

4. What are some practical ways you can be the salt of the earth and the light of the world this week? 

         

 

 Find items in your home to represent Gideon’s jar, torch and trumpet (i.e. a flashlight, a paper bag, and a 

kazoo) and reenact Gideon’s battle in your back yard.  

 Download the Beatitudes matching activity sheet and spend some time talking about the meaning of the 

Beatitudes and the blessings Jesus promises those who live them. 

 

Children’s Corner 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c4493/beatitude_match.pdf

