
Week 5 

stories 

thought questions 

Genesis 12—Abraham 

The story of Abraham stretches throughout much of Genesis.  God chooses him as a vessel to eventually bless the 

world.  But that process begins with a decision of faith—if Abraham left all he knew and trusted, God would fulfill his 

promise.  In this chapter we see Abraham as a great man of faith as well as a man plagued by fear and doubt.  He is, 

after all, made of the same cloth and we are. 

Mark 2:1-12—Jesus heals the paralyzed man 

Jesus displayed his super-natural power to heal people many times in his ministry, but few are as dramatic as this inci-

dent.  The friends of the paralyzed man were so sure Jesus could restore his strength that they bypassed the crowds 

and lowered him into Jesus’ presence through the roof.  But Jesus presented a bigger step of faith for them when he 

told the man “your sins are forgiven.”  Is it possible that this man could cleans us from our most shameful actions? 

1. What would motivate you to trust someone so much that you would leave what gives you security and stability? 

2. What kind of things threaten your trust in God?  What could you remember to reaffirm that faith? 

3. Like the paralyzed man, we sometimes depend on the faith of others.  When has someone been your rock in un-

certain times?  When have you been that rock for someone else? 

4. Are there some sins that you feel are beyond redemption?  What does this story tell you about God? 

        

 Make a drawing of five things that are important to you.  If God asked, which ones would be hard for you 

to give up?  Read Matthew 6:19-20.  How do you think we store up treasure in heaven? 

 Look at some pictures you’ve taken of you and your best friends. What does it mean to be a true friend?  

Do something this week to let your friends know how much you depend on them. 
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