
 PARENTING: TREE OF LIFE KIDS 
 

"Make a tree good and its fruit will be good,  

or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad,  

for a tree is recognized by its fruit.” Matthew 12:33 

 

 “Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain. 

Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain. 

In vain you rise early and stay up late,  

toiling for food to eat, for he grants sleep to those he loves. 

Sons are a heritage from the Lord, children a reward from him.” Psalm 127:1-3 

 

Goals:  
1. God‟s Word as our families‟ blueprints 

 2. God transforming us as parents 

 3. God transforming our children 

 

Go Over LW’s Parenting Rule & Scripture Reference Point 
When family members practice putting God first, the family is blessed 

Matthew 6:32b-34 

 

Go Over Homework: Spiritual Strength Survey   
 PURPOSE: Reflect on our spiritual health and our families 

 

October 16: Being the Christ-like Example . . . from the inside-out 

 

PARENTING RULE:  
When the parents’ example is Christ-like; their children will be blessed 

 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE POINT: Titus 2:7-8a 
In everything set them an example by doing what is good. 

In your teaching show integrity, seriousness,  

and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned.  
 

FACT: “parents” are the most important “teachers” the world has  

 

VIDEO PREFACE:  I hope you find this morning‟s video funny. It 

is!! But, I really hope you find this video insulting . . . . 



 

VIDEO: Is Your Faith in Tee Ball 
 

LESSON: Being the Christ-like Example . . . from the inside-out 

 

Ok, let‟s get down to it. Today is going to be difficult to hear and think 

about. More than any other week, we are going to ‟look directly in the 

mirror‟, „stop the excuses.‟  

 

And, this is not to beat us up but instead to accomplish three things:  

1. Get real spiritually  

2. Be motivated/encouraged to change 

3. Incredibly bless our spouses and children 

 

One more preface, I need this as much as you if not more. I mean, I‟m 

your Family & Children‟s Minister and I struggle with this . . . 

 

Let‟s wipe the sleet clean. I‟m going to be passing around a trash can. I 

want you to throw out your homework from this week, Spiritual 

Strength Survey. Why? Each day, week, month, moment God, out His 

love for us and our marriages/families lets us start over. 

 

Quick Head‟s Up: this next section we are going to return to on 

November 20 then we talk about “Spiritually Forming” our children. 

During that class we will at great scriptures like: Proverbs 22:6;  

I Chronicles 28:9-10. The reason for pointing this out is help us 

understand we as parents need to spiritually grow so our children can 

spiritually grow. RIGHT? Finish the phrase/thought, “the sins of the 

father and mother . . . . .” 

 

So, let‟s get real in the scripture. We could look at dozens of scripture 

that talk about spiritual growth, being a Christ-like example, etc. I‟m 

going to give you a list of some scriptures so we focus on just Titus 2:7-

8a (due to time). Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Ephesians 6:10-20; Philippians 4:7-9; 

I Corinthians 12:31-13:1-13; Romans 12:1-2 and many more. 



  

Let‟s return to Titus 2:7-8a.  

Q: What instructions and/or characteristics do we find about passing on 

values? setting an example; doing good; to teach; show integrity; seriousness; 

soundness of speech 

 

Let‟s unpack these in terms of parenting from the inside-out.  

1. Setting an example  

2. Doing good 

3. Teaching 

4. Showing integrity 

5. Taking parenting seriously 

6. Practicing sound speech 

 

When we allow God to refine us and God change us, it happens from the 

inside-out. LOOK AT THIS IMPORTANT PROCESS (S1): He begins 

in our heart- purity of motives, attitudes, massaging. He then moves into 

our minds- taking thoughts captive, clearing out inappropriate thoughts, 

faulty thinking. And finally, He helps us to change our behaviors and 

actions. IT IS THE SAME WAY WITH PARENTING. Real change 

comes: 

1. God working in their lives- so pray 

2. Our and other‟s examples- live it so they can follow it 

3. PROCESS: touch their hearts; influence their minds . . . then you will 

start to see behavior and actions change. 

 

Let me share a great quote with you from Erwin Raphael McManus, 

Seizing Your Divine Moment (S2) 

“Do not stand in the center if you do not wish to be shaken. There is 

danger when the moment comes. Its force is most powerful underneath 

the surface, then breaks through the hardest of ground. 

EPIC CHANGE MOVES FROM THE INSIDE OUT!” 

 

Wouldn‟t it be great to hear “Alan, there is divine, epic change in your 

life” from my spouse and kids. 



Or for our friends to say, “there is divine, epic change in Nathan and 

Madi‟s life.” 

 

PRAY 

 

Reminder- glad to share books (spiritual formation &/or parenting) 

 

GIFT 

 

NEXT WEEK HIGHLIGHTS: Disciplining: Real Love 

  

Video: 50 Ways to Say I Love You 

 

HOMEWORK for 10/23:  
Ask spouse/children how you could improve your partnership with them 


