
 PARENTING: TREE OF LIFE KIDS 
 

"Make a tree good and its fruit will be good,  
or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad,  

for a tree is recognized by its fruit.” Matthew 12:33 
 

 “Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain. 
Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain. 

In vain you rise early and stay up late,  
toiling for food to eat, for he grants sleep to those he loves. 

Sons are a heritage from the Lord, children a reward from him.” Psalm 127:1-3 
 
Goals:  

1. God’s Word as our families’ blueprints 
 2. God transforming us as parents 
 3. God transforming our children 
 
Go Over LW’s Parenting Rule & Scripture Reference Point  

When parents teach their children; their children are prepared 
 

Go Over LW’s Verse: paraphrase of Proverbs 22:6 (from Hebrew) 
"Initiate the child at the opening of his path  

so with age he will be deprived of it” 
 
Go Over LW’s Homework: Pray daily for your child’s spiritual development 
 
PRAY 
 
Preface for Today: SO MUCH TO DO 

1. Answering a question from last week 
2. Spiritually Forming Children @ Home & Church 

SPECIFICALLY TO:  Develop hearts for God 
Expand their God time 
Prepare them to make a difference 

 

 



QUESTION FROM LAST WEEK: 
When do you tell your child about the consequences of sin? (paraphrase) 
 
STAGES: PREFACE 
 Birth – 2’s: Introduction to God & His love  

No means No 
3’s – 6’s: Concentration on thinking about God & His love  

No means No with explanation 
7’s – 12’s : Concentration on knowing God & His love  

Sin has consequences (now & later) 
13’s – 18’s : Concentration on experiencing/practicing God & His love  

 I’m accountable: daily & eternally to myself & others 
 
November 20: Spiritually Forming (start today & finish next Sunday) 
 
PARENTING RULE:  

When parents are intentional about their own and their child’s spiritual 
growth; abundant lives are produced and eternal rewards are gained 

 
SCRIPTURE REFERENCE POINT: I Chronicles 28:9-10 

And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father,  
and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind,  

for the Lord searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts.  
If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever.  

Consider now, for the Lord has chosen you to build a temple as a sanctuary.  
Be strong and do the work.  

 
PREFACE: Throughout our quarter together we talked about ideals, 
goals and principles. We have much time in the Word, looking at what 
God commands of us as parents. So today/next Sunday is our last step in 
our children’s spiritual formation. 
 
Let’s start with a story: Dr. Dobson to his son before a major surgery 
Paraphrase: “I just want make sure I see you there.” 
 
If I can only have 1 prayer answered: Nathan & Madi (heaven) 
 



QUESTION: How do we get there? Spiritual Formation 
 
VIDEO: SPORTS SUNDAY: CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 
WHAT ABOUT YOUR BELIEF SYSTEM: 

1. Is it possible for your child to be just as excited with God outside the 
church as they are inside it? 

 
2. Is it possible for your child to be more intimate with God than anything 
else? 

 
SCRIPTURE: Deuteronomy 6:4-9  Joshua 4:19-24 

Luke 2:51-52    Acts 2:42-47 
I Corinthians 12:31-13:1-13 Ephesians 6:10-20   
Philippians 4:7-9 

 
Orthopathy- right passions; emotional faithfulness; desires & feelings (heart) 
Orthodoxy- cognitive aspect; ‘believing correctly’; the ‘what & how’ (head) 
Orthopraxy- correct practice; meaningful, determined action (hands) 
 

A. IN PRAYER: 
1. Take them into the throne room daily 
2. Teach them prayer changes everything (Max’s story) 
3. Pray with them 

 
B. IN the WORD: 

1. The Bible is for you (God’s talking to you) 
2. The Bible is real and in everything 
3. Knowing the Word changes your life 
4. Knowing the Word helps you help others 

 
C.  IN the HOME : 

1. Deliver Goods (since we can’t give it all, give the important) 
2. Refuse to be driven by the world  
3. Practice before you Preach 
4. Make family devotions part of your time 
5. Look for teachable moments 
6. Celebrate Traditions 



IN the CHURCH 
1. Keeping them around other alive Christians (tribe) 
2. Need help . . . Spiritual care givers; Professionals 
3. Spiritual Family Diet: ‘Snackers’; ‘Fast-Fooders’; ‘Buffeters’  
4. Be a ministry partner 
5. ‘FEW CareNet’: Fellowship  Equip  Worship 

 
BASIC SPIRITUAL FORMATION STRATEGY: 

STEP #1: INVITATION  “Come & See” 
STEP #2: INSTRUCT   “Come & Learn” 
STEP #3: INITATE   “Come & Be Trained” 
STEP #4: INVOLVE   “Go & Share” 

 
PRAY “I just want to see them there” 
 
NEXT WEEK HIGHLIGHTS: Conclusion & Summary 
 


