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SESSION 3—PROOF 
 

There are limits to both faith and 
science…which is why we need the two to 
work together.   
 
However, there is a problem with proof…  
Not proof itself but statements like “Science 
disproves God” is inaccurate and lacks any 
scientific evidence.  Statements like that are 
faith based and not science based.  Words 
like ‘proof’ and ‘theory’ are sometimes used 
loosely.   
 
Today we’ll take a look at what it means to 
prove something and why faith and science 
can never fully be separated.   
 
As we discuss ask yourself: What is proof?   
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LARGE GROUP HANDOUT 
 

Loaded Q: _________________________?   
 

(If you say yes“_____________________”) No solid, satisfying answer. 
 
 

We recognize science as a legitimate interpretation of God’s natural world. We 
affirm the validity of the claims of science in describing the natural world and in 
determining what is scientific.  

We preclude science from making authoritative claims about theological 
issues and theology from making authoritative claims about scientific issues. We 
find that science’s descriptions of cosmological, geological, and biological 
evolution are not in conflict with theology.  

We recognize medical, technical, and scientific technologies as legitimate 
uses of God’s natural world when such use enhances human life and enables all of 
God’s children to develop their God-given creative potential without violating our 
ethical convictions about the relationship of humanity to the natural world.  

We reexamine our ethical convictions as our understanding of the natural 
world increases. We find that as science expands human understanding of the 
natural world, our understanding of the mysteries of God’s creation and word are 
enhanced. 

In acknowledging the important roles of science and technology, however, 
we also believe that theological understandings of human experience are crucial 
to a full understanding of the place of humanity in the universe. Science and 
theology are complementary rather than mutually incompatible.  

We therefore encourage dialogue between the scientific and theological 
communities and seek the kind of participation that will enable humanity to 
sustain life on earth and, by God’s grace, increase the quality of our common lives 
together.  (United Methodist Doctrine: The Natural World: Science and Technology) 

 
 
 
 

How to impose science on faith/faith on sciencesomething to avoid 
 

Science Stmt_________________________so___________________________Faith Stmt 
 

Faith Stmt__________________________so___________________________Science Stmt 
 



SESSION 3—PROOF PAGE 3 
 

 
 
 

__________________________ means-proven by evidence that can be seen, heard, 
felt, smelled, and/or tasted; can be proven by scientific experimentation. 

 
 
 

________________________________________________ 

What can be proven is that you can see, hear, feel, smell, taste (5 senses) 
All that proves is that your brain is reacting 

Prove to me that God exists______________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;  
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  1 John 4: 7 

 
 

____________ is defined as a feeling or warm personal  
attachment or deep affection for another person. 

 
 

We can prove people __________________… but we cannot prove _______________. 
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What is something that’s both scientifically proven and spiritual?_________ 
 

 
 

 
 

“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”  Matt 18: 20 
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