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SESSION 1—VIEWS 
 

Whenever we talk about faith and/or 
science, we must be aware that there are a 
wide variety of views on this topic.   
 
Everyone sees life from a certain lens or 
perspective.  And everyone’s perspective is 
limited including our own.    
 
As we talk about different views on faith 
and/or science ask yourself: Which view do 
I agree with most?  Which view do I 
struggle with most?  Why?   
 
Try to put yourself in the shoes of those you 
disagree with so you may understand them 
better.   
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LARGE GROUP HANDOUT 
 

Different views on science and religion… where do you fit?   
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1) _________ is the belief that there is no Godworship ________. (Google Idol worship in the bible) 
 

a. _______ “Faith is one of the worlds great evils, comparable to the smallpox virus 
but harder to eradicate.”  Dawkins   
 

b. Why are they bold?  They see Christians as ______________.  Helpful reminder: 
humans are ________ containers holding pure __________.   

i. “Nevertheless, to praise you is the desire of man, a little piece of your creation.  You stir 
man to take pleasure in praising you, because you have made us for yourself, and our 
heart is restless until it rests in you.”  Saint Augustine   
 

c. Dawkins against religion (from Dawkin’s God):  
i. The evolutionary process shows there is no _______ for God.   

1. Might relieve God of the responsibility but doesn’t ________ God.   

ii. He argues that faith is “anti-____________.”   “Blind trust, in the absence of 

evidence, even in the teeth of evidence.”   

1. Serious thinkers all throughout the centuries—Augustine, Aquinas, C.S. Lewis 
have demonstrated that belief in God is plausible.  Claiming belief in God is anti-
rational or anti-intelligent is anti-rational/anti-intelligent statement in itself.    

iii. The greatest harm has been done in the name of ___________.  
1. That argument only shows human nature—not God’s nature.   

 

 Problems for the atheist:  
o Dawkins (and other atheists) argues that God exists outside of 

_____________If God is outside of the evidence/outside of nature then 
science can neither prove or disprove God’s existence.   
 

o Atheism is a __________ faith because it cannot be proven that God isn’t real.   
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2) ______________=(neutral view) neither belief in God nor acceptance of God.  “…the more I 

learned… the less ready I was to answer.”   
 

a. “Well I can’t prove God’s existence… so what?”   
 

b.  “Agnostic was atheist with __________… atheist was agnostic but aggressive.”   
 

 Problems for the agnostic: It’s kind of a ___________.   
 

o “I’ll believe/not believe in God when I get all the evidence”few seldom 
search for the evidence.  Conveys unwillingness to look at the evidence.   
 

o _________=a scientists/intellectual who claims they’re agnostic isn’t very 
scientific/intelligent.  It’s the lazy person’s view.   

 Would you admire someone who insisted the age of the universe is 
unknowable and hadn’t taken the time to look at the evidence right in 
front of them?   
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3) Creationism—____________ Earth Creationists (YEC)believes in a _________ reading of 
Genesis 1 and 2.  (the world was created in six 24 hour days/earth is less than 10 thousand years 
old/humanity has not evolved)  
 

a. _____________ and humans existed during the same time.  
 

b. The ___________ created fossils that look like there millions of years old.  
 

c. All forms of _____________ are a lie. 
i. The fact that we share ______ with other creatures doesn’t mean we’re 

related—it means God _________ and ____________.   
 

 Problems for Creationists:  
o Christian scientists argue that this view is like saying 2+2≠4. 

 

o Based on __________science is an _________ on faith rather than a friend.   
 

o The whole bible is a __________ book.   
 

o Makes God look like a _______God created everything to look like it’s much 
older than it issounds like a different God than the God of the __________.  

  

o Why so many __________ people turn away from the faith. 
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4) ___________ Design (ID)=describe how __________ fails to account for life’s complexities.  
 

a. Does not argue evolution is wrong but God must have stepped in to provide the 
necessary ______________ during evolution.   
 

b. Careful not to specify if this is the ____________ God.   
 

 Problems for ID:  
o According to scientists=doesn’t actual qualify as a scientific __________.   

 

o The idea that creation was “______________” with the appropriate genes isn’t 
proven by any evidence.   

 

o _________________: spine, wisdom teeth, and the appendix  
 

o It is a “God of the _______” argument________ God=had to intervene at 
certain moments to ‘fix’ things.   
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5) ____________ Evolution (BioLogos) it argues in favor of faith and science in _________.  
Dominant view of serious biologists who are also serious _____________.   
 

a.  The universe came into being out of nothingness around ____ billion years ago.   
 

b. Despite massive improbabilities, the properties of the universe appear to have 
been precisely _________ for life.   

 

c. While the precise mechanism of the origin of life on earth remains unknown, once 
life arose, the process of ___________ permitted the development of biological 
diversity and complexity over a very long period of time.   

 

d. Once evolution got under way, no special ___________ intervention was required.   
 

e. Humans are part of this process, sharing a common ancestor with the great _____.   
 

f. But humans are also _________ in ways that defy evolutionary explanation and 
point to our __________ nature.   

i. For ex. The _______ Law (knowing right and wrong) and the search for God 
that characterizes all human cultures throughout history.   

 

 Problems for BioLogos (theistic evolution):  
o Not as well know.  Why?  __________ is boring.   

 

o View that God would use evolutionappears ________/ heartless.  How could 
God take such chances?  If evolution is random how could he be in charge? 

 Stop applying human ______________ to God.  What we see as random 
God could see as a ___________ process.   
 

o Some see it as another God of the gaps theory…  
 Instead of trying to ________ God into science it proposes God as the 

answer to the questions science was never intended to answer: How 
did the universe get here?  What is the meaning of life?  What happens 
after we die?   
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Science suggests creation is a ___________.  We’re always ____________ (birthdeath)  
 

 
 

What if evolution isn’t random?  What if God gave creation a __________? 
 

“New findings lead us toward the recognition of evolution as more than a hypothesis” ____________   
 

“Science without religion is lame, religion without science is blind.”  ______________.   
 

If any of you is lacking in _________, ask God, who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given 
you.  James 1: 5   
 

But the ___________ from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.  James 3: 17 
 

In the beginning…  
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