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Advent – A Blessed Time of Disruption 
Disruptions get your way, slow you down, and sometimes throw you 
completely off track.  During the this special holiday season many of us are 
busy with the many disruptions of Christmas like sending cards, attending 
musicals, shopping, planning menus, decorating, selecting trees, and the list 
goes on and on. An advent devotional reminded me recently that Christ’s 
presence from the very beginning is a disruption of the everyday. 
 

There is no doubt that Mary’s life was disrupted and Joseph was filled with 
disbelief.  Kings from a far away land left suddenly on a journey with an 
uncertain destination.   They followed a star more by faith than by direction.  
Shepherds were visited by angels and disrupted from their work when they 
suddenly left their sheep on the hillside to see a baby.  The news of Jesus’ 
birth brought disruption to the political system and many other families lost 
babies as Herod tried to eliminate what he believed to be a disruption to his 
authority.  
 

Perhaps, during the many disruptions of Christmas, Christ will again make 
His presence known to us.  The disruption of Christmas could throw us off 
the track of our ordinary lives.  We may become suddenly aware of how 
Christ is at work in our lives and in our struggles and disappointments.  This 
new awareness might lead us to serve Him better as we begin the New Year 
of our Lord 2013. 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  DeColores,  
Belynda Clanton, Board Chairperson   

Christmas Prayer  
by Robert Louis Stevenson 

"Loving Father, Help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in 
the song of angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the 
wise men. Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the 
world. Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every 
greeting. 
 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be 
merry with clean hearts. May the Christmas morning make us happy to be 
Thy children, and the Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful 
thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake, Amen!" 
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Christ is Counting on You! 
Christ is counting on you … and I am counting on Christ. Greetings to my Green Country 
Emmaus family. As I begin the new year as your Community Lay Director, I’m so very 
thankful for those words. The first time I ever heard this phrase, as may be the case for you, 
was at the cross ceremony of Walk 76, in February 1997. During those previous 72 hours, I 
had experienced AGAPE love like I had never experienced before, and my eyes WERE truly 
opened. As the Lay Director of Walk 76 hung that cross around my neck and said “Christ is 
counting on you,” I replied with a new-found confidence that “I am counting on Christ!!!!” 
Those 5 words have encouraged and sustained me in my 4th Day. I am looking forward to my 
new area of service to the community and I pray that we will all continue to “count on Christ” 
in our 4th Day. His mercies are new every day and His love for us is infinite beyond measure. 
May we all rededicate our commitments to sharing the love of Christ with others through our 
Green Country Emmaus community. Our teams for the Spring 2013 walks are formed and the 
first meeting was held on December 8, 2012. Please be in prayer for who God may be calling 
you to sponsor in 2013. Remember, Christ is counting on you.  
 
DeColores,  
Brenda Nickels 
Community Lay Director 

Chrysalis Update 
The Chrysalis Community would like to thank our Emmaus friends for supporting us our 
R.U.S.H. (Re-Uniting Servant Hearts) Event on November 10. We were blessed to have Pat 
Miller, our Upper Room representative from Houston, TX, with us that night. We had a great 
turn out and I hope everyone learned something new about Chrysalis. 

Your board is actively working on bringing Chrysalis Flights to Green Country. It is a long 
process to get things in order and teams trained so that we can give our youth a great 
Chrysalis experience. Please be patient with us and pray for the board during this process. 

Many of you have expressed interest in helping with Chrysalis or sponsoring a Caterpillar. 
We are currently working with other communities to send youth on Flights. Please contact 
Linda Tucker if you are interested in serving or sponsoring. We will contact you when 
opportunities become available. 

Thank you for your support of Green Country Chrysalis. We cannot do this without you. 

Fly with Christ, 
Linda Tucker 
Community Lay Director 



TIME OUT 
 
Ah the smell of a fresh brewed cup of coffee in the morning 
The sound of a robin chirping in a tree 
The beauty of the sun rising, giving light to a new day 
Just before I begin to pray 
Ah the stillness of the morning 
Before the buzzing starts 
 
The honking of the horns 
The complaining in people’s hearts 
The computer chatting 
The day runs it’s course 
Not one thought of praying or listening to the Master’s voice 
 
How much more the day would have brought 
If only time had been spent 
Alone, early in the silence of the morning song 
 
If only we’d stopped along the way 
And took the time to learn to pray 
When in silence we could hear Him say 
“I’ll walk with you along the way and guide you with a peaceful day.” 
All because you took the time to pray. 
 
 
Sandy Warren 
Walk 140 
Table of Martha 

The Whisper of Christmas 
by Joe E. Pennel, Jr.,  

Nashville, Upper Room, 1984, p. 61 
 
"There is no evidence of any kind 
regarding the date of Jesus’ birth. 
His nativity began to be celebrated on 
Dec. 25 in Rome during the early part 

of the fourth century (AD 336) as a Christian counterpart to the pagan 
festival, popular among the worshipers of Mithras, called Sol Invictis, the 
Unconquerable Sun. At the very moment when the days are the shortest and 
darkness seems to have conquered light, the sun passes its nadir. Days grow 
longer, and although the cold will only increase for quite a long time, the 
ultimate conquest of winter is sure. This astronomical process is a parable 
of the career of the Incarnate One. At the moment when history is blackest, 
and in the least expected and obvious place, the Son of God is born…" 
 
Submitted by: 
Janet K. Meshek 

We are looking for 
newsletter articles. 
 
If you would like to 
submit poems, 
devotions, fourth day 
testimonials, etc. please 
send to: 
Stacey Reaves 
reavessw@gmail.com 



How You Can Have 
 'A Wonderful Life' 

 
And he made from one man every nation of 
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of 
their dwelling place, that they should seek God, 
and perhaps feel their way toward him and find 
him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us 
Acts 17:26-27 
 
One thing I love about this time of year is the 
traditions we have in our family. One of them is 
sitting down to watch the Jimmy Stewart movie, 
It’s A Wonderful Life. You may have seen it, but 
it’s about this fellow named George Bailey who 
grows up in a small town and has great dreams 
and aspirations of seeing the world and making 
lots of money. 

But through a series of circumstances that he 
couldn’t control, George never could get out of that 
little one-horse town. Every time he tried, 
something happened to keep him there. And to top 
it off, through a mistake one day it appeared that 
he would be sent to jail. 

He was ready to end it all when an angel came to 
show him what the world would be like if he’d 
never been born. And George Bailey came to 
understand that even though he didn’t get to 
achieve his dreams, he did have a wonderful life 
that impacted many more people than he realized. 

I’m convinced there is a little George Bailey in all 
of us. We want to achieve significance on a huge 
scale and often forget the small ways that our lives 
have deeply impacted those around us. Thank 
God for where He’s placed you and the people 
you’ve been able to impact. And one day when 
you meet the Lord, you’ll realize you really did 
have a wonderful life. 

THANK GOD FOR THE LIFE YOU’RE LIVING 
AND IMPACT OTHERS HE’S PLACED  

AROUND YOU! 

A Prayer for 
 the New Year 

 
What shall I ask for the coming year 

What shall my watchword be 
What should thou do for me, dear Lord 

What can I do for thee? 

Lord, I would ask for a holy year 
Spent in thy perfect will 

Help me to walk in thy very steps 
Help me to please thee still. 

Lord, I would ask for a trustful year 
Give me thy faith divine 

Taking my full inheritance 
Making thy fulness mine! 

Lord, I would ask for a year of love 
O let me love thee best 

Give me the love that faileth not 
Beneath the hardest test. 

Lord, I would ask for a year of prayer 
Teach me to walk with thee 

Breathe in my heart the Spirit's prayer 
Pray thou thy prayer in me! 

Lord, I would ask for the dying world 
Stretch forth thy mighty hand 

Thy truth proclaim, thy power display 
This year in every land. 

Lord, I would ask for a year of joy 
Thy peace, thy joy divine 

Springing undimmed through all the days 
Be thy days of shade or shine. 

Lord, I ask for a year of hope 
Looking for thee to come 

And hastening on that year of years 
That brings us home to you. 



In October of 1996 I made a personal decision in my life to join a group of men from my church in a 
Men’s Group.  I count it as 16 blessed years of weekly meetings of men’s fellowship, Christian study, 
and personal accountability.  In a similar way, one of the things that Green Country Emmaus tries to 
accomplish is getting its members, male and female alike, to be active in Reunion Groups.  Christ had 
his group of 12 men that he counted on, and we know of many instances of Paul meeting with small 
churches or groups of Christians.  Do we as Christians fully realize the importance of such groups?  
They can play an important part in our personal lives or they can just as easily play a big role in 
helping our church accomplish things in the community.  As the outgoing Fourth Day and Reunion 
Group Board Member, I would like to ask the following of each of you:  Examine your life and decide if 
such a group has or should have a part in your life.  If you are not a member of such a group, what is 
keeping you from it?  Lack of time?  Lack of connections to form such a group?  Don’t know where 
one meets?  None of these should be holding you back from joining or forming a group.  As was 
covered in everyone’s Fourth Day meeting following your Walk, there are groups that meet in different 
parts of this area, different days of the week, and different times of the day.  It is up to you to make 
that decision to join a group and it is our job to help you.  If you want to join a group then email me and 
tell us you want a group to join up with.  If you belong to an existing group then let us know about your 
group (and if that group is open to new members).  Yes, I am asking for the entire communities help in 
updating our database of current Reunion Groups.  Email me and let us know the name of your group, 
if it is for men or women or a mixed group, a contact person’s information, and when/where you meet.   
 
Steve Baggett 
email address is: sbaggett3@cox.net 

Action Requested! 

But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut the door, pray to thy Fa-
ther which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.  Matthew 6:6 
 
 Recently while being alone with God and talking to Him in prayer, the Holy Spirit told me to 
pray for Margaret. The mystery of this was I did not know Margaret or anything about her. Still listen-
ing to God the urge was strong to pray for Margaret. So I listened and prayed. 
  
 Later that morning was my assigned time to pray with my prayer partner.  I told her about the 
experience I had earlier that morning and asked her to pray for Margaret.  She proceeded to tell me 
that early that morning a friend from another state had called her and was asking for prayer for a lady 
that was having a difficult time, her husband was dying and she also had some other issues that 
needed prayer. You guessed it, her name was Margaret.   
 
 Being alone with God and listening in the quiet of our closet should be a daily experience. It is 
also one that should become such a part of our life that we not only look forward to it, but, also antici-
pate hearing from the Holy Spirit. As Christians, it then becomes our responsibility to follow His lead. 
 
Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord. Ephesians 5:19 
 
Sandy Warren 
Walk 140  
Table of Martha 



GREEN COUNTRY EMMAUS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
 Belynda Clanton ................................. Board Chairperson ............................................ 918-740-5911 
 Brenda Nickels ............................... Community Lay Director ........................................ 918-455-0668 
 Linda Tucker .......................... Chrysalis Community Lay Director ............................................... TBA  
 Rev. Brian Mangan..................... Community Spiritual Director .................................... 918-251-9180 
 Gail Stunkard .................................... Agape/Dining Room ........................................... 918-857-5315 
 Becky Dotson .............................. Candlelight, Sponsors Hour ..................................... 918-747-3619 
 Gail Mangan .............................. Emerging Ministries/Secretary ................................... 918-371-9997 
 Stacey Reaves .......................................... Newsletter .................................................. 918-296.9359 
 Kathy Crow ........................................ Gatherings/Housing ........................................... 918-542-6712 
 Daryl Worley ................................................ Kitchen ..................................................... 918-333-1244 
 Steve Baggett ............................................ Literature ................................................... 918-833-4672 
 Tim O’Hearn ..................................... Music, Entertainment .......................................... 918-492-6815 
 John Miller ............................................ Facilities, Set-up .............................................. 918-314-1433 
 Shannon Morgan .......................................... Prayer ...................................................... 918-402-8677 
 Rita Sorrels ................................................ Registrar .................................................... 918-355-1120 
 Duane DuPron ............................ Reunion Groups/Fourth Day..................................... 918-671-3896 
 Tera Askey .......................................... Transportation/IT ............................................. 918-633-3469 
 Layne Herring ............................................ Treasurer ................................................... 918-519-3119 
 Mark Newman .................... Chrysalis Community Spiritual Director ............................ 918-812-5492  
 Ken Frazier ................................................ Ex-Officio ................................................... 918-438-1431 

Calling for Agape 
Hello All.  The teams are forming 
and starting to meet.  This means 
that the walks will be here before 
we know it.  Have you considered 
helping with the weekend?  One 

way to do this is making agape for dining room and 
for pillow agape.   It's not too early to start thinking 
about or even making the agape.  When you bring 
your agape to the dining room area, please fill out 
the sheet telling us what you brought along with 
your name and contact information preferably a 
phone number.  This way we will be able to return 
any unused agape. 
 
Thank you, 
Gail Stunkard 
Dining room/Agape Board rep 
 
Dining Room 
Have you ever wondered what it took to get the 
dining room ready for a meal?  Come and help set 
up  the tables.  If you're not available to help set 
up, maybe you could come during your lunch hour 

and help clean off the tables to help get ready for 
dinner.  Any time you could help  during either set 
of walks would be AWESOME!!  Friday's are 
usually the toughest day for help. 
 
Thank you, 
Gail Stunkard 
Dining Room/Agape Board rep 
 
Sponsorship and Candlelight 
I would like to invite anyone, in the community, that 
would like to help me with the candlelight and 
sponsorship hour, behind the scenes, for the men 
and ladies walk. I need people to be on my team 
that can help with preparing for the candlelight 
services, leading the sponsorship hour time, and 
preparing the roses for the women. A team of 10 
would be awesome... However the more the 
merrier.  Email me at becksteria@yahoo.com. 
 
De Colores, 
Becky Dotson  
Candlelight and Sponsors Hour Board Rep 


