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GOOD NEWS 

However, he was often a stranger himself who had to depend on the welcome and hospitality of other 
people in order to eat and rest. In fact, in the book of Luke, chapter 10, Jesus sent out seventy-two disciples 
on their first mission trip and he told them to bring nothing with them, and to eat only what would be given 
them by their hosts.  Later in the 22nd chapter of Luke, Jesus reminds them of this experience:  

Then Jesus asked them, 
 “When I sent you without purse, bag or sandals, did you lack anything?” “Nothing,” they answered. 

In other words, Jesus trusts that people will welcome and care for each other, and he wanted his disciples to 
clearly understand this. We are asked to welcome and care for each other the same way. In that spirit, St. 
John’s will celebrate  

Back to Church Sunday on Sunday, September 16th 
at both the 8 and 10 am services. We will welcome everyone—people we often see in church, people we 
sometimes see in church, and hopefully, people we have never seen in church. We will see friends, 
relatives and neighbors to our services because someone invited them. And while we certainly pray that 
they love St. John’s and want to keep coming to our church, the overarching reason we do this is to help 
people meet Jesus, and to begin a new relationship or jumpstart a stagnant relationship with Him. We are 
doing what Jesus would do—inviting people to the table of the Lord. 
 
Simple ways to be like Jesus: 

1. Invite a friend or family member to church on Sunday, September 16th.   62% of people who are 
asked to attend church by someone they know will say ‘yes’. Hand them one of the invitation 
postcards found in the bulletin for the 2 weeks prior to the event. 

2. Focus on families—we are also doing our Sunday School kick-off and the service will be followed 
by an ice cream social for everyone.  

3. Come to church. People often take time off during the summer, and this is a great time to re-
establish your connection to St. John’s. Our family isn’t complete without you! 

4. Talk to someone you don’t know in church. Help them navigate the BCP or hymnal. Invite them to 
receive communion and walk up with them. Introduce yourself at the Ice Cream Social and start a 
conversation. In short, make strangers feel like members of the family.  

The word ‘angel’ has its roots in the word ‘messenger’. While we may be called to entertain angels, we 
may also be called to be angels--messengers—for those people who have not yet met God. Back to Church 
Sunday is a great opportunity to do exactly that.  
 

Entertaining Angels 
Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have 

shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.  Hebrews 13: 2 
One of the hallmarks of Jesus’ ministry was his invitation to all people. We know that he 

ate dinner with sinners and tax collectors, that he both healed and spent time with women who were 
considered unclean, and that he loved children.  
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Sharing the spirit at the 
Caroga Lake Chapel this 
summer. Our St. John’s 
Men’s quartet sang and 
Mtr. Laurie shared the 
word of the Lord. 

Having difficulties hearing the worship 
service?  
You are not alone. We are researching the 
cost of a system that will provide individual 
ear buds to help. The cost for this system is 
$1,000 and each unit cost around $100. We 
would like to purchase a minimum of four to 
start out with Please let the church office 
(762- ) know, a vestry member or Mtr. Laurie 
know if you are willing to make a contribution 
towards this project.  

Deuteronomy 15:11 For there will 
never cease to be poor in the land. 
Therefore I command you, ‘You shall 
open wide your hand to your brother, to 
the needy and to the poor, in your land.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom & Kathy Mickel at the Johnstown Council of 
Churches’ Food Pantry, housed in the basement of  
St. John’s. Photo courtesy of The Leader-Herald 

The Johnstown Food Pantry, and 
others, are struggling to keep shelves 
filled with non-perishable food items for 
the growing number of people in need.  

You can bring donations of non-
perishable food items to church and we 
will distribute, you can call if you need 
items picked up and we will send 
someone. 

The Women of St. John’s ask that you 
remember those who cannot attend 

our services. A 
note, a card or a 
visit would be a 
bright beam in 
all their days. 
 
 

Audrey Baird 
Wells House 
201 W. Madison Ave. 
Johnstown, NY 12095 
 
Gladys Simek 
Palatine Nursing Home 
154 Lafayette St. Room 113B 
Palatine Bridge, NY 13428 
  
Steven Datz  
Valley Health Services 690 W. German St. 
Room 107 
Herkimer, NY 13350 

The Rev. Laurie Garramone, Rector 

The Rt. Rev. William H. Love, Bishop 

Robert Hallenbeck, Minister of Music 

James L. D’Amore, Sexton 

The Rev. Canon William D. Small – 
Rector Emeritus 

VESTRY 
George Kline, Sr. Warden 
Kelly Lawlor, Jr. Warden 
   Leslie Buggeln-Bosworth 
   Nancy Brown 
   Jeff Fonda 
   Pamela Vedder-Miller 
   Roger Rhodes 
   Bonnie Valachovic 

Sandra VanSlyke
 

Begin preparing for 
Stewardship with prayer

Church Office 
Phone (518) 762-9210 
Fax (518) 762-6745 
e-mail: 
stjohnschurch@frontiernet.net 
Office Hours: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Monday – Friday 
www.stjohnsjohnstown.org 
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Baskets  
Your donation of filled baskets to be raffled 

off at the Wine and 
Chocolate event on 
November 4th, is 
crucial!  
Please deliver to the 
church one-week 
ahead of the event, 
for wrapping and 
listing contents.  

Need some hints:  
A gift certificate to local restaurant and wine 
Stay at home night with popcorn, soda, with 
DVD- A basket of ribbons, wrapping paper, 
gift bags. 
    Just use your imagination! 
 

Martha Small 
Scholarship 
Johnstown June graduate, 
Ashley R. Polidore, 
daughter of Joseph and 
Rebecca Polidore was the 
recipient of the Martha 
Ross Small Scholarship, 

presented during a June reception at St. 
John's. The Scholarship is awarded 
annually by St. John's to a graduating 
student in Fulton County who is active in 
theater arts, exemplifies principled and 
honorable behavior, demonstrates good 
academic achievement, involvement in 
religious activities and spiritual service.  
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Monthly Breakfast - First Sunday of each month. 
Sign up sheets are available  

in the Narthex and 
Hawkins Room. 

Come and join in good 
 food and fellowship 

Ashley’s mom and brothers share 
with the St. John’s family the pride 
we all felt.    

We pray for all 
our college 
students…. 

Congratulations to 
Allison Rose 
Carpenter in her 
freshman year at 
Mohawk Valley 
Community College 
and Ashley Polidore, 
attending Clarkson. 

  10 AM  Worship Service
Honoring  Virginia Easterly  at a  Formal Tea

 
    5 PM

 4 PM music by Penny Jar

 
 4 PM by Charles Jones

 
 4PM 

 Music by The Adirondack Harpist, Martha Gallagher

  9:45 AM

 
Historic Johnson Hall

 
4 PM Bishop William H. Love

www.stjohnsjohnstown.org 
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Your help is NEEDED! Your help is NEEDED!
� �

The Fall Festival is fast approaching!  Hope the needles are clicking, the hooks are moving 
and the paintbrushes are flying (or whatever your craft skills may need).  Time to be thinking 

about what you can do to share your TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE.   Please be saving 
your paperback books that are in good shape.  Also any of your jewelry that you’d like to pass on 

to others.  Don’t forget to dust off your favorite bake sale recipes.  This year we will be 
ending the day with presale tickets for a spaghetti dinner.  
The following are the chairs for each of the areas: 

Crafts – Kelly Lawlor 
Bake Sale – Nancy Travis & Louise Darraugh 

Books – Windy Greco 
Jewelry – Kate Grady 
Dinner – Mike Lawlor 

  
What is needed – Crafts, baked items, a chair for the book sale, paperback books, gently used jewelry, cooks, people 
to help set up, sell, clean up, to keep an eye on the church grounds and any other ideas you may have.  Most 
important is to spread the word and invite people to come and check us out.  There should be something for 
everyone to do.  Please be considering what you can do and watch for signup sheets as we get closer to the first 
Saturday in October. 

about what you can do to share your TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE.
your paperback books that are in good shape.
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For the Lord is good; his steadfast love 
endures forever, and his faithfulness to 
all generations. 
 

Saturday in

Birthday & Anniversary Blessings

Birthday & Anniversary blessings are bestowed 

typically the last Sunday of every month during 

the service.  We welcome you to come to services 

and, when called up by the Mtr. Laurie, come 

up with the others celebrating and share in a 

blessing for your special day. 
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St. John’s Youth (and young at heart Dan Cameron) learned first hand 
“it is more blessed to give than to receive” Acts 20:35 

2

Reach program was co-founded by Paul Moyer, a former 
minister of the Broadalbin First Presbyterian Church. He 
gave $10,000 to Jones. The inaugural camp took place in 
Madison, Ky., and the second camp was held in 
Johnstown. Since then, the volunteers have been back 
five times, most recently in 2006, and have worked in 
several locations locally, including Amsterdam, 
Broadalbin, Fonda, Fultonville, Gloversville, Johnstown 

and Mayfield. 

 

 

1

Four of St. John’s youth were a part of an amazing 
Christian group, Reach Work camp. Reach Work camp 
is a Christian-based organization that provides a 
weeklong volunteer service to low-income 
communities at no cost to homeowners. Lee Ann 
Hagen, Kyle Polidore, Whitney Western and James 
Hannahs, along with chaperon Dan Cameron and Mtr. 
Laurie were among the hundreds attending.  The 
program began in 1992 and has hosted 117 work 
camps and more than 43,000 junior and senior high 
school students and their adult leaders.  Mike Jones, 
co-founder of the organization, said the program was 
created to give youths the chance to help people and 
provide them with warmer and drier conditions in their 
homes. "We say regardless of the name over our 
church, we're called to be servants,". "Out of response 
of what God has done for us, we're serving him. The 

“it is more blessed to give than to receive”
learned first hand

“it is more blessed to give than to receive”
St. John’s Youth 

Family Outing August 19, 2012 
 

Lee Ann Hagen (standing) 
repaints a front porch as part of 
the Reach group projects. 

Photo courtesy of  
The Leader-Herald 
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Sunday School Sunday School
The Harvest is so great! 
but the workers are so few. So pray to the 
lord who is in charge of     the harvest; ask 
him to send more workers into his fields. 

Mathew 9:37-38 
J-Time (Jesus Time) is coming soon. 

This is St. John’s new formation of 
combining Sunday School with Children’s 
Chapel. The children will be going upstairs 
classrooms during the 10:00 service, just 
before the first lesson and return to their 
families during the offering of Peace.  

The first Sunday of the month families 
will be together for worship with Mtr. 
Laurie having a children’s sermon.  

Volunteers are needed and so are your 
children. 
The smallest tasks can be used by 

God for something amazing in a 
child’s life. 

Please contact us if you would like to join 
this ministry. A rotation schedule will be 
made for the volunteers. 

• September 12th 6:00-8:30 volunteer 
/training 

• September 16th 10:00  

• Back to Church Sunday with Ice 
Cream Social and J-Time 
registration 

• September 30th  

• Official J-Time 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 

 
 

     

Mid week –  
a special time 
Holy Eucharist 

Wednesdays  
12:05 - 12:30 PM 

 
Evening Prayer  
with Eucharist – 

Thursdays 6:30 PM 
 

Bible Study – 
Thursdays 7:00 PM 

Scriptures reminding 
us of our 

responsibility to  
God’s children. 

  
Genesis 18:19   For I have chosen 
him, that he may command his 
children and his household after him 
to keep the way of the LORD by 
doing righteousness and justice, so 
that the LORD may bring to 
Abraham what he has promised 
him.” 
 
Proverbs 22:6  Train up a child in 
the way he should go; even when he 
is old he will not depart from it. 
 
Isaiah 54:13  All your children shall 
be taught by the LORD, and great 
shall be the peace of your children. 
 
Colossians 3:21 Fathers, do not 
provoke your children, lest they 
become discouraged. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is 
breathed out by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God 
may be competent, equipped for 
every good work. 

-J
Needs You. 

September 16th  
Back to Church 
Sunday with an 
Ice Cream Social 

6

 
Come Sing  
 
One of the great blessings we have in our church is our Choir. 
Under the direction of “Dr. Bob” this group of dedicated people 
enhances and embellishes our worship services with songs of 
praise. We thank God for those who have been part of our choir 
in the past, and we invite other members of the congregation to 
come sing. Choir rehearsals are held in the church Hawkins 
room on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., “Come, let us sing for 
joy to the Lord; let us come before Him with thanksgiving and 
extol Him with music and song”  
(Psalm 95:1-2). 
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WINE & CHOCOLATE 
TIME 

We are gearing up for St. John’s 
largest fundraiser of the year ~ 
the Wine and Chocolate     
Tasting 2012!  The proceeds 
from this major event support the 
NOAH program. NOAH produces 
over 700 meals each month for those in need. 
The date for this special event is Friday, November 2, 
2012, from 7:00 – 9:00 PM at the St. Patrick’s 
Masonic Temple 
The committee has been working for months, actually 
since the night of the 2011 Wine & Chocolate Tasting, 
to continue to make this a signature event in our 
community. 
If you would like to help that evening let Holly 
Chamberlin know or contact the church office at 762-
9210/ Help is especially needed with ticket sales. 

 

Prayer for Autumn Days 
God of the seasons, there 
is a time for everything; 
there is a time for dying 
and a time for rising. We 
need courage to enter into 
the transformation 
process.    

 
God of autumn, the trees are saying goodbye 
to their green, letting go of what has been. 
We, too, have our moments of surrender, 
with all their insecurity and risk. Help us to 
let go when we need to do so.    
 
God of fallen leaves lying in colored patterns 
on the ground, our lives have their own 
patterns. As we see the patterns of our own 
growth, may we learn from them.    
 
God of misty days and harvest moon nights, 
there is always the dimension of mystery 
and wonder in our lives. We always need to 
recognize your power-filled presence. May 
we gain strength from this.    
 
God of harvest wagons and fields of ripened 
grain, many gifts of growth lie within the 
season of our surrender. We must wait for 
harvest in faith and hope. Grant us patience 
when we do not see the blessings.    
 
God of geese going south for another season, 
your wisdom enables us to know what needs 
to be left behind and what needs to be 
carried into the future. We yearn for insight 
and vision.    
 
God of flowers touched with frost and 
windows wearing white designs, may your 
love keep our hearts from growing cold in 
the empty seasons.    
 
God of life, you believe in us, you enrich us, 
you entrust us with the freedom to choose 
life. For all this, we are grateful. 
 
 

WINE & CHOCOLATE 

Thank you to all who 
donated to our new 
supply of prayer books. 

Thank you Mike Lawlor 
and Skip Beck for taking 
down the spotlights 
…good things are 
beginning to happen! 

Jesus is staying in shape for a 
visit to your home! 
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Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices 
posuere cubilia Curae; In vestibulum accumsan quam. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit. Fusce vitae ipsum vehicula neque vehicula mattis. 
Pellentesque bibendum scelerisque ligula. Nulla ut nisl 

at nulla condimentum facilisis. Etiam commodo nulla non 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

PO Box 395 
Johnstown, New York 12095 

St. John's Episcopal  Church 
250th Celebration 

of Faith Serving the Community 

Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci luctus et ultrices 

Sunday 
September 30, 2012 
Join us as we kick off a yearlong celebration 




