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Annual Meeting Agenda 
January 27,2013 

Action Needed 
1. Minutes of the Annual meeting held on January 22, 2012 Motion and Vote 

2. Candidates for Vestry in 2013: Motion and Vote 
i . Senior Warden: Kelly Lawlor 

ii . Junior Warden: Sandy Van Slyke 
iii. Vestry positions (two available) 

1. Nancy Marucci 
2. James Hannahs 

iv. Clerk of the Vestry: Lindsay Hinkle 

3. Nomination and election of delegates to the 2013 Motion and Vote 
Diocesan Convention (3 required and an alternate) 

a. Kelly Lawlor 
b. Sandy Van Slyke 
c. Jeff Fonda 
d. Holly Chamberlin (alternate) 

4. Written Committee Reports - No Presentations 
Acolytes 
Altar Guild 
Building and Grounds 
Food Pantry 
Minister of Music 
NOAH 
Outreach Committee 
Parish Life and Hospitality 
Special Events Committee 
Stewardship Committee 
Sunday School + J-Time 
Warden's Report 
Women of St. John's 
Youth Ministry 

5. Report of the Treasurer and Finance Committee: 2013 Budget 

Holly Chamberlin and Sandy Van Slyke 

6. Rector's Report: State of the Church 2013 

7. Vote of appreciation (and thunderous applause) for outgoing vestry members: 
a. George Kline 
b. Pam Miller 
c. Nancy Travis 

8. New Business: Ad Hoc Planning Committee 
a. Short presentation by Nancy Brown and David D'Amore 

9. Adjournment and Final Blessing Motion and Vote 



Biographical information about potential Vestry members: 

Nancy Marucci: 

I grew up in a Christian home, my Mom being a southern Baptist and my Dad a Roman 
Catholic. We lived out in the country and attended church nearby at the North Bush Methodist 
Church where I was baptized. I attended the North Bush Methodist Church until I was in high 
school and able to drive. I attended Catholic Church during high school as I enjoyed attending 
mass with many of my friends who were Catholic. I attended St. John's one morning in 2003 
. . . I wanted to thank God for a blessing I had received in obtaining a good job I had applied for. 
I attended mass on Sunday and began my new job on Monday. I have attended mass at St. 
John's ever since. I was confirmed by Father Ted Monica the following year. I have been a 
member of St. John's since 2003.1 am a Contract Administrator for the New York State Energy 
Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) for almost 10 years now. I attended the 
American Institute for Paralegal Studies at the College of St. Rose and have performed work as 
a paralegal for the past 30 years. Since the first time I attended mass at St. John's, where I 
received the warmest welcome, I felt I found my spiritual home. I have grown in my faith over 
the past 10 years due to the rectors we have had at St. John's who have taught me so much 
about our faith and also because of the wonderful congregation of people and the fellowship I 
have found there. I participate in many St. John's ministries. I serve as an acolyte and a teller, 
and I also volunteer for the altar guild. I have learned so much and continue to learn and 
grow. I feel I can provide leadership as a member of the vestry at St. John's and help resolve the 
problems that we face as a parish in our community and to support our rector in the ministries 
of our church. 



James Hannahs: 

My name is James Hannahs. I currently attend Niskayuna High School as a senior and I am 
just entering my second semester, the final of my high school career. My plans next year 
involve me enrolling to Siena College, class of 2017, and taking Real Estate programs. Since I 
was born, I have been an Episcopalian, the faith in which my grandmother grew accustomed 
to in the 1940's, and started going to St. John's. I was baptized as an infant and came to St. 
John's as much as I possibly could with my family for a couple of years. For a while, my family 
and I did not come to church and we all regretted it. My sister and I made a comeback and I 
had intentions of being confirmed within the next couple of years. Finally, this past December, 
that day came, and I was proudly a confirmed member of St. John's. My next step is to join the 
Vestry, something my father was a part of years ago, and he had a great time. I simply would 
just like to know more about how the church works; the decision making body and financial 
situations. I believe that I can bring a new perspective to the table. A teenaged male is 
something that the St. John's Vestry is not familiar with. I may be young, but I am looking 
forward to learning about how the church works and doing anything I can to help. 



St. John's Episcopal Church, Johnstown 
2011 Annual Meeting - Held on January 22,2012 

Minutes 

The 2011 Annual Meeting of St. John's Episcopal Church was held in the sanctuary of 
the church on January 22,2012. About 59 members of the Parish were present. 

The minutes of the January 24, 2010 Annual Meeting were approved. The motion was 
made by Audrey Kline and seconded by Bonnie Valachovic. 

Rector's Report: 
The Rector's Report was included in written form in the Annual Meeting booklet. 

Mother Laurie Garramone summarized the report and described a new plan to reduce the total 
number of Vestry members and to hold elections during the Annual Meeting each year. The 
Vestry is currently 11 representatives and will be reduced to 9. Thus of the four current Vestry 
members with terms expiring, only two will be replaced. 

Treasurer's Report: 
Treasurer Holly Chamberlin noted that the church endowment continues to provide a 

solid instrument for unexpected or unusual expenses for the church. Although pledged 
income for the 2011 year decreased from the amount pledged in 2010, the actual amount paid 
in pledges during 2011 increased. A brief explanation of the 2012 Operating Budget was 
given and questions and answers followed. 

Election of Vestry Membership: 
The following were nominated to serve on the Vestry: George Kline (Senior Warden), 

Kelly Lawlor (Junior Warden), Nancy Brown and Jeff Fonda. The motion to accept the 
nominations was made by Tom Bell and seconded by Nancy Travis. The members were 
approved unanimously. A special thanks was extended to the outgoing Vestry members, 
Nancy Travis, Dan Cameron, Pat Beck and Jennifer Rowland. 

Delegates to the Diocesan Convention 
The following were nominated to act as Delegates to the 2011 Diocesan Convention: 

George Kline, Kelly Lawlor, Jeff Fonda and Holly Chamberlin (alternate). A motion was made to 
approve the delegates by Bonnie Valachovic and seconded by Tom Bell. The motion was 
adopted. 

A motion was made by Dan Cameron, and seconded by David Thum, to adjourn at 
11:20 a.m. The motion was adopted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Holly Chamberlin 
Treasurer 



Acolyte Annual Report 2012 

St. John's Acolytes for the year 2012 were Noah Western, Whitney Western, Mikaela Etherton, 
Marissa Miller, Abby Rizzo, Jane Williams, Katy Grady, Becky Polidore, Kelly Lawlor, Nancy 
Marucci, Bonnie Peters and Mike Lawlor. McKenzie Bellen and Natalie Baxter joined as 
acolytes during 2012. 

We held acolyte training and robe fitting on March 17 t h and 24 t h in preparation for Holy 
Week Services. 

In November Nancy Marucci, Mike Lawlor and Mother Laurie took part in the Acolyte Festival 
held in Albany at the cathedral. 

On December 8th> training and robe fitting was held and rehearsal for the Christmas Eve 
services was held on December 23 r d. 

I would like to thank and commend all our acolytes for their faithfulness and loyalty in their 
service here at St. Johns. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Lawlor 

Altar Guild Annual Report 2012 

The altar guild is responsible for preparing the altar for all of the services. This includes 
Wednesday, Sunday, special services, weddings, baptisms, and funerals. We clean and iron all 
of the linens and polish the silver. 

This group of women performs a very important ministry for our church. Currently we 
number thirteen. The members include: Ann Underwood, Dee Brown, Barbara Morenus, 
Linda Jenks, Audrey Kline, Sheila Thomas, Bonnie Peters, Holly Chamberlin, Bonnie 
Valachovic, Sharron Fonda, Nancy Marucci, Jennifer Vonderheide, and Shannon Kline. We 
welcome anyone that would like to join us. It involves a four-week to six-week commitment. 
There is a tremendous feeling of satisfaction preparing the altar for services. 

Linda Jenks made baptismal towels, with the child's name embroidered on them. She also 
made purificators and lavabo towels out of fair linen that was in disrepair. 

Members of the altar guild made a new red chasuble and all of the coordinating accessories. 

Sincerely submitted, 

Sheila Thomas 



Building and Grounds Committee Annual Report 2012 

The Building and Grounds Committee only meets if there is a project to be completed. The 
following items have been attended to during 2012 by Building and Grounds: 

- The Johnstown Fire Department toured St. John's and now is familiar with our building. 
- The chancel lights have been repaired. 
- The Knox Box has been installed near the entrance to the Hawkins Room. This allows 

the Fire Department access to the building without damage to the facility. 
- A contract with Orkin Pest Control was signed for the Church and the rectory. 
- Theater lights have been removed from the Hawkins Room. 
- Work is ongoing to repair the electrical system of the bell. 

Research is ongoing for a direct alarm system connected to the Johnstown Fire 
Department. 

- Recharging of the kitchen fire extinguisher. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Roger Rhodes 



Johnstown Council of Churches Food Pantry 

Annual Report for 2012 

The Johnstown Council of Churches Food Pantry is committed to serving the needy by providing food for 
those who seek immediate assistance. We are open to Johnstown city residents from nine till noon 
every Wednesday and supply bags of food for the Department of Social Service. 

In the year of 2012 we served a total of 1,157 adults and 504 Children. One hundred and eighty bags of 
food were given to the Department of Social Service. This represented a large increase over previous 
years. In September we conducted a God and Groceries event at St. John's Church, giving away 100 bags 
of groceries. 

For Thanksgiving and Christmas time we provided 58 bags of food, as needed for the Church members. 
We also donated to the Maternity Services for Johnstown residents. All of the bags contained a ten 
dollar gift certificate from Hannaford . 

We collected donations and food from local Churches, schools, residents, businesses and a grant. We 
receive food from the annual Postal Service food drive and the annual Boy Scout food drive. We are a 
member of the Regional Food Bank of Northeastern New York. We purchase food and receive free 
USDA food when available. Because of the increase in clients the cost of running the pantry has increase 
substantially and the monetary donations have stayed the same. 

We are starting the year with sufficient amounts on the shelves, due to the donations of the churches, 
people and organizations during the holiday season. We want to thank everyone for their support and 
donations. 

We would also like to thank all our volunteers who help with food drives, sorting and unloading food as 
well as those that help us transport the food from the Regional Food Bank deliveries. A special thanks 
to those volunteers, that are there the days we are open, handing out food and doing the paperwork. 

This year will be more of a challenge because of the increase in clients. 

Thank you for your support and guidance, we could not do this without you. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tom & Kathy Mickel 



J.C.C, 
2011 FOOD 

PANTRY 
MONTH ADULTS CHILDREN DSS DONATIONS DISBURSEMENTS 
January 49 32 45 $1,142.52 $85.59 
February 22 8 15 $100.00 $422.10 

March 21 7 15 $210.00 $126.30 
April 21 19 15 $2,020.00 $339.90 
May 38 16 25 $150.00 $64.68 
June 43 37 15 $55.00 $551.27 
July 24 16 15 $90.00 $543.58 

August 24 14 15 $100.00 $1,509.75 
September 25 15 15 $150.00 $230.54 

October 40 27 15 $1,300.00* $185.98 
November 29 9 15 $1,030.00 $1,780.79 
December 32 18 15 $837.00 $280.00 

TOTAL/YTD 368 218 220 $5,884.52 $6,120.48 

2012 FOOD 
PANTRY 

MONTH ADULTS CHILDREN DSS DONATIONS DISBURSEMENTS 
January 29 9 15 $350.00 $0.00 
February 11 12 15 $783.68 $51.30 
March 23 21 0 931.03** $378.81 
April 81 34 0 $150.00 $447.56 
May 85 25 15 $364.17 $397.68 
June 114 36 15 $100.00 $1,947.27 
July 118 48 30 $100.00 $1,032.29 

August 138 50 30 $125.00 $1,315.04 
September 116 54 15 $100.00 $951.60 

October 165 83 15 $1,160.00 $920.66 
November 151 71 15 $1,370.00 $1,245.61 
December 126 61 15 $1,260.00 $1,537.44 

TOTALATD 1157 504 180 $5,862.85 $10,225.26 



From the Minister of Music 
The year 2012 was a year filled with many exciting events. We are so very fortunate at St. John's 

with all the committed and talented people in our choirs. Thank you doesn't even begin to cover my 
appreciation for these people. 

Our Adalfcehokveontinttes to bless St. John's -with their beautiful songs of praise. They sing for the 
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist each Sunday from the Sunday after Labor Day through the Day of Pentecost. We also 
present a concert prior to the 11 p.m. Eucharist on Christmas Eve. Our choir also joined with other choirs in 
the Glove Cities area for the annual Palm Sunday Choral Service held here at St. John's. They presented a 
program of Lenten Anthems. I was delighted to be the director for that beautiful concert. There are very few 
churches that can boast of a choir of the caliber of St. John's Choir. Each member brings something special 
:fo^ur:Ghoir.- Tuesday rnigJtf^eheafsalsa^e-a^ We work very hard,-hut;are still 
able to have an enjoyable time. Each Tuesday evening the rehearsal ends with Compline, which is a lovely 
ending for the evening. We are always happy to welcome new members in the Choir. If you like to sing, 
(on key of course) we would love to have you join us. 

St John's Handbell Choir continues to make great strides . We have expanded our repertoire to 
include even more difficult music. Along with that comes many new ringing techniques, which we have 
teem perfecting, .tam very psaud-jaf the ̂ Kogress this group has made, i t js very important for eaeh finger io 
be present at rehearsals and performances as there is no one else playing their part. Commitment is 
essential We played several times during the year for the 10:00 o'clock Eucharist including Easter Sunday 
and Pentecost. We played again this year at the Caroga Lake Chapel in August. They were very well received 
by the largest congregation the Chapel has had in recent years. The Bells are always a beautiful part of our 
Christmas Eve Concert prior to the 11:00 p.m. Eucharist. We also use a set of Choir Chimes in conjunction 
with the Handbells, the Choir Chimes are a wonderful addition to our Bell Choir program. 

St John's Men's Quartet is a very important part of the music program of St. John's Church. 
The members of this group are: Tom Bell, George Kline, Steve McGrattan, and Greg Thomas. They have 
sung several times for us here and have gone out in the name of St. John's to sing for several area services 
and programs including Caroga Lake Chapel. The Quartet sang for our Holy Thursday Service, I love 
working with these guys, they are really good and lots of fun. 

St John's Women'.s Chorus is & group that was formed late in -2007.. His -made up of the women 
in the Choir. They sang for the first time for the Concert prior to the 11 o'clock Holy Eucharist on Christmas 
Eve in 2007. These women have a very angelic sound and are a great addition to the music program here 
at St. John's. 

Sunday School Singers sing periodically for our 10 o'clock Sunday Holy Eucharist. These children 
also sing for the 6 p.m. Family Eucharist on Christmas Eve each year. I would like to thank Gary Miller who 
brings his guitar and sings with our Sunday School children. It is such a treat to see and hear these children 
sing. Thanks kids we really appreciate you sharing your time and talents with us. I would encourage all 
parents to be sure that their children take part in this important ministry. It is something that will stay with 
them all of their lives. 

I look forward to the year 2012 with anticipation and enthusiasm. I'm sure that there will 
be more new and exciting things happening at St. John's with our wonderful Priest, Mother Laurie. She is a 
delight to work with. How LUCKY we are to have her with us. If we all work together to the glory of God 
and for the good of all His church, great things are bound to happen. SEE YOU IN CHURCHTTT 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Robert C. Hallenbeck, Minister of Music 



Outreach Committee Annual Report 2012 

The Outreach Committee has worked to assist people locally, regionally, and 
internationally this year. To better support our local community, a survey was taken of NOAH 
guests to see what other kinds of services are useful to them. The result was a compilation of 
information that is easy to reference. Sheets are available at our NOAH Board, which is 
updated weekly with a scripture reading for our guests. Prayer requests were also taken and 
added to our prayer list. 

The Giving Tree efforts this year supported 59 local children and seniors. Holiday gifts 
were collected for Warren Street Elementary School in Johnstown, Park Terrace Elementary 
School in Gloversville, and The Office of the Aging. We hope to continue to build our 
relationship with the Office of the Aging in the coming year. 

Regionally, the Outreach Committee made two trips to Schoharie to assist with clean
up efforts and work sorting donations, as well as an additional trip to donate items to the 
clearing house. Thanks to Pat Beck, a monetary collection was taken for victims of Hurricane 
Sandy. 

Internationally, we supported Operation Christmas Child with a record number of 
boxes. This effort supports the ministiy of Samaritan's Purse. Special thanks to Pat Beck, Sue 
Bergen, Dee Brown, Barb Cameron, Joan Ireland, Pam Miller, Nancy Travis and our team of 
Schoharie workers for their service. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Brown 

A wealth of holiday donations! 



2012 Parish Life / Hospitality Report 

The Hosp i ta l i ty Commit tee and t h e Par ish Life Commit tee w o r k e d 

jo in t ly in o rgan iz ing many events t h r o u g h o u t the past year : 

February: Mardi Gras brunch held the Sunday prior to Ash 
Wednesday ( 1 9 ) 

Apr i l : Reception following the Palm Sunday Chorale ( 1 ) 

Seder meal on Maudy Thursday prior to Easter ( 5 ) 

1st Annual Spring Fling Dinner Dance held at St. 
Patrick's Lodge in conjunction with the Special 
Events Committee ( 2 8 ) 

November: Annual Harvest Dinner ( 1 4 ) 

December: Reception following the regional confirmation wi th 
Bishop Love ( 2 ) 

Various baptism throughout the year were honored with special 
refreshments 



Special Events Annual Report 2012 

The Special Events Committee was very busy in 2012 planning for the celebration of St. John's 
250 t h Anniversary, planning and hosting another successful Wine and Chocolate fund raising 
event and starting a new event for St. John's, a Dinner Dance in April. 

The Committee met many times throughout 2012 for brainstorming, discussing, researching, 
organizing, and planning the events to help St. John's and the community of Johnstown 
celebrate the 250 years that our church has served and continues to serve, our community. 
Events range from those with a historical slant: history of the church, history of the windows, 
walking from the first church to our present day church lead by a bagpiper, musical programs 
with period pieces, a colonial church service, and a family picnic on the grounds of Johnson 
Hall to events of celebration: the rededication of the pulpit honoring Virginia Easterly and our 
worship service led by the Bishop followed by a festive dinner celebration in September. The 
Committee hopes you will participate in many of these special eventsl 

We also held another successful Wine and Chocolate Tasting in November. This event is our 
fundraiser for our NOAH program that feeds those that are hungry every Sunday. Once again, 
due to the hard work of many people, we raised well over $11,000 for our mission of feeding 
those that are hungry or alone. 

Finally, with the prodding and help of Art and Marilyn Batty, we held a Dinner Dance last 
April. It was very successful! Many of us took an informal "dance class" from Art and Marilyn 
held on several Wednesdays preceding the big night. Nearly 100 people enjoyed a delicious 
meal catered by Union Hall, danced to great music and were waited on by our own youth to 
raise money for their mission trip. It was such a success we are repeating the fun night this 
year on April 27, again at St. Patrick's Lodge. Join us. 

The Special Events Committee welcomes any new members! Please see or call me of you would 
like to join. 

Bonnie Valachovic 762-6750 



Stewardship Committee Annual Report 2012 

A big THANK YOU to the St. John's parish family is in order. 

For most of us, the word "stewardship" is most closely associated with "pledging." Each year, 
we are asked to make a pledge of our time, talent and treasure to help keep our ministries 
operating and our Christian community growing. For 2013, more of us have made those 
pledges than in 2012. To date, we have received 64 pledge cards, compared with 60 received 
for 2012, and the cards continue to come in. The number of pledges received in 2012 was 
also an increase from 2011. This is a very encouraging trend during a period of difficult 
economic circumstances. 

The total amount of money pledged so far for 2013 is $137,316.00, which is also an increase 
over 2012 and 2011. We have received 23 pledges of time and talent, which at first may seem 
kind of small when compared to the total of 64 pledge cards. However, when you consider the 
fact that many of these are "new" pledges on top of the many contributions of time and talent 
already being made to St. John's, it becomes a much more impressive number. 

Finally, let's not forget the many contributions of time, talent and treasure that our members 
make to St. John's outside of the pledging process. These come from our members who have 
decided not to make a formal pledge commitment and also from members who do pledge, but 
see some additional need or opportunity for ministry that they want to address. All in all, we 
can feel pretty good about the response of the St. John's community to the needs of our parish 
and the larger community in which we all live. 

So, please accept our sincere thanks for your pledges and your contributions. For 2013, the 
Stewardship Committee "pledges" to help us build on the progress we have made. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Tom Bell 



St. John's Sunday School and J-Time Annual Report 2012 

St. John's continues to be blessed with wonderful children and families all filled with the love 
of God. With God's help we have accomplished many things this year along with some 
changes. Our Sunday school 9:00 am class was led by Pamela Miller and Kelly Etherton. "The 
Hands on Bible" curriculum was used as a guide. In February, our Sunday school class held a 
mitten and hat drive in efforts of helping our local elementary schools. The support from our 
congregation was outstanding. We were able to show our support to U.S. troops by sending a 
postcard with a picture of a banner they made. On May 20th a special Youth Day service was 
held. We recognized eight children for participating in our program. 

With much prayer and focus on our youth our Sunday school class has evolved into a new 
program. This program is tailored to fit the needs of our families during the 10:00am service. 
This program is now called J-Time (Jesus Time). This change was made in September of 2012. 
Core teachers Lee Miller, Pamela Miller and Kelly Etherton and help from scheduled volunteers 
will follow a liturgical lesson plan written by Lee Miller. J-time is held the second Sunday thru 
the forth Sunday of each month. The class time runs during the 10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
service. The class starts before the 1st lesson and the children return to their families during 
the peace. The children are with their families the first Sunday of the month enjoying Mtr. 
Laurie's children's sermon. We have had an increase in attendance and have been able to 
accommodate most families. 

Our youth rang the bell for Salvation Army's kettle drive. The children of St. John's helped Mtr. 
Laurie bless a children's creche during the Christmas Eve family service. 

As always, none of the above activities would have been possible without the dedication of the 
Christian education committee members and all of our volunteers. To them, a big Thank-you 
and Thank God! I invite anyone who is interested in helping with Christian education to please 
join us to build a bright future for our church. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pamela Miller 



St. John's Episcopal Church 
Senior Warden's Report - 2012 

St. John's Church is alive and well, and looking forward to another 250 years. I believe we 
have the tools in place to continue as a viable place of worship in this community for a long 
time. 

But that does not mean that challenges to this Church will not continue to come up. 

We have a beautiful historic building that is the pride of downtown Johnstown. We also have a 
beautiful old building that needs constant attention. 

We are seeing more people attending this Church and that is good; we are also seeing the need 
for more space and access. 

The local economy has expanded the need of our community and our outreach programs are 
seeing expanded usage and need. 

We are also seeing a change in our Church community. More families - both together and 
broken. We welcome all of them and hope they find comfort here. 

We have been blessed with many gifts here at St. John's. And it is my hope that we are all able 
to see the big picture, and the Church community at large, and not allow small nuances to 
clutter our real mission here. 

It has been a pleasure to work with Mother Laurie and a Vestry that has willingly accepted 
individual responsibilities. I am sure that Kelly Lawlor and her Vestry will continue the 
stewardship of St. John's into the next 250 years. 

Respectfully submitted, 
George Kline 



Women of St. John's Annual Report 2012 

The WOSJ's had an extraordinary yearl Besides honoring our graduates Elizabeth Befz, Lee 
Ann Hagen and Ashley Polidore, we were able to make a contribution to the Schoharie 
Recovery Fund. We made our annual donation to St. Eustace Mission and contributed to the St. 
John's Youth Mission trip. We continue to send cards to our members who cannot attend. But 
the most rewarding achievement was the donation of a lectern to St. John's for the church's 
250th celebration. This lectern was given in honor of Virginia Easterly, a lifelong, dedicated 
member. Because of the efforts and ideas of Louise Darragh and Nancy Travis, as well as your 
support (making, baking and buyingl) and the Easterly family, we were able to reach our goal 
in record time. We were also able to make a donation to the new sound system in Mother 
Laurie's name. 

58 Cards were sent during the year. And a Thank You to Thomas' Hallmark for the gift of 
cards. 

Under the leadership of new co-presidents Barb Cameron and Joanne LaVallee we are already 
making plans to have 2013 be just as successful. 

Remember every woman who attends St. John's is a member of the Women of St. John'sl 

Thank you 
Katy Grady 
Secretary 



Youth Ministry Annual Report 2012 

Teen Bible/Youth Mission Trip 2012 

We continue to meet approximately twice a month for Bible Study and mission trip planning. 

As a result of our studies, we had three young people receive the sacramental rite of 
Confirmation: Whitney Western, Noah Western and James Hannahs. 

Last year, young people raised money for their mission trip through various fundraisers, as 
well as donations from organizations such as the Women of St. John's, and generous 
individuals. Students are required to raise one-third of the cost of their mission trip, families 
pay for one-third, and the church commits to paying one-third. 

• Candle sales 
• Spring Fling Dance 
• Palm Sunday treat sale/jellybean counting jar 

We begin 2013 with plans for our Summer 2013 Mission Trip to Winfield, West Virginia 
with chaperones Roger Rhodes and Pam Miller, as well as Mother Laurie. Additional costs will 
include a night of lodging on the way down as well as travel expenses. Fortunately Mother 
Laurie knows the local Episcopal priest who has agreed to host the students for a barbecue 
during our time down south. 

Fundraising activities are being planned, including the upcoming McDonald's night on 
Wednesday, Jan 30th from 5-7 pm. St. John's young people will clear tables and greet 
customers during that time at the restaurant, and will receive 20% of the proceeds from sales. 
We hope to see you therel 

More importantly, our bible studies continue to help us wrestle with who God is calling each 
of us to be, and how He is calling us to serve. We also have enormous amounts of fun while we 
are doing this, and eat great desserts. Chaperones are always appreciated. 

We currently have between 5 and 7 young people at each bible study and new people are 
always welcomel 





St. Jofin's Annual Meeting 2ui2 — 'treasurer's Report 
Juriuur y / , A\J 1 J 

St John's .continues to rebound from the .economic downturn of 2008 and 2009. Financial gifts to the 
church have grown slowly but steadily over the last few years. In 2012 we saw the total amount of income 
increase to. the highest level in recent history. Our operating budget reflects the day-to-day business of the 
church. As you can see by the attached budget summary, pledged income is the major portion of our operating 
income. 

In addition, our special fundraising events during 2012 were a great financial help for the church. Not 
only was the "Spring Fling" dinner-dance in April a great party, but it was an unexpected financial sensation, 
too! Several other special fundraisers, including the fall Festival, the holiday basket sale and the 250 
commemorative ornament sales all "help the church financially. 

Last year, the "vestry adopted a plan to have the TNOAH Free Community Meal reimburse the church for 
overhead costs incurred in producing the weekly meat. This reimbursement has resulted in an equitable sharing 
of the price of energy, water, 'insurance coverage and other expenses. This gives us a much more accurate 
picture of the cost of running the NOAH program - and the cost of keeping the church open. 

All of these positive changes resulted in a big benefit: We are reducing the amount of our Endowment 
Fund used in the operating hudget in 2012. As you know, if our pledged income, gifts and special fundraising 
activities are not enough to pay the bills, the unfunded amount must come from our Endowment. In past years, 
we have had to withdraw an increasing amount from year-to-year. Thankfully, 2012 reverses this trend. The 
Vestry, with your help, is determined to stay on this course. The Endowment will be conserved for emergencies 
and for generations to come. 

St. John's 2013 Operating Budget will be adopted by the Vestry tomorrow night. It is a reflection of 
the day-to-day income and costs of running the church. Projected pledge income, plate income and most 
financial gifts are included in the "Income" portion of this budget. Our costs include those similar to any other 
non-profit organization - employee salaries and wages, heating and other utility expenses, and the costs of 
running church programs throughout the year. As in the past, your Vestry examines every line of the annual 
budget with an eye toward conserving financial costs so that God's work within our parish can continue to 
expand. 

I f you have any questions about the 2013 budget or about any other church financial issues, I 'll be 
happy to answer them. If anything arises at a later time, please feel free to call me at 736-1889 or email me at 
hoiiycny@nycap.rr.com. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Holly Chamberlin 
Treasurer, St. John's Episcopal Church 



ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

2013 Bndget Summary 

2013 BUDGET 
Category 2011 Revenue 2012 Revenue REVENUE 

(Proposed) 

1. Pledges. Plate and Other Gifts $150,552.62 $173,231.98 $187,000.00 
s 
o 

2. Investment $47,790.83 $16,299.00 
u 3. Special Fundraising Events $1,990.47 $12,399.35 $15,000.00 u 

TOTAL $211,229.91 $214,396.33 $218,299.00 

2013 BUDGET 
Category 2011 Expenses 2012 Expenses EXPENSES 

(Proposed) 

on >< 4. Priest Salary and Benefits $65,608.63 $70,588.52 $71,470.88 
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5. Worship Business Expenses $2,204.60 $3,732.66 $3,300.00 
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6. Worship Supplies $4,441.91 $4,780.76 $5,000.00 

E
X

P
E

N
SE

 
M

IN
IS

T
R

 

TOTAL $73,686.42 $79,101.94 $78,270,88 
• =<s 
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7. Power /' Water $18,167.79 $13,038.02 $13,450.00 
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8. General Insurance $9,107.57 $8,483.96 $8,633.00 
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9. Maintenance and Repairs $3,968.46 $6,080.32 $6,200.00 
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TOTAL $30,107.41 $27,60230 $28,283.00 
i 

w is 
10. Office Supplies / Postage / 
Printing / Advertising $7,941.91 $6,240.15 $6,600.00 
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11. Telecommunications $6,497.75 $6,245.81 $6,400.00 m a 2 I H — Pi •< 
X 

w 
12. Miscellaneous $1,916.37 $5,769.49 $3,500.00 
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w TOTAL $16,356.03 $18,255.45 $16300.00 
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13. Lay Employees $51,711.75 $43,757.36 $42,903.80 
M Z 

ft OS 
14. Payroll Taxes / Disability Ins. / 
Workers Como $6,374.23 $5,850.11 $6,070.00 

w £ TOTAL $58,085.98 $4S?731.51 $48,973.80 
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I 15. Special Fundraising Events $88.91 $3,670.62 $4,400.00 
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16. Historic Celebration $0.00 $2,256.95 $2,000.00 
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17. Parish Life & Related Programs $2,062.82 $2,431.42 $1,800.00 
: a 

QO Q 18. Outreach Programs $2,949.72 $4,259.22 $4,680.00 
19. Child and Adult Education $1,090.98 $681.54 $1,300.00 
20. Youth Mission Program $0.00 $1,407.77 $2,500.00 

m TOTAL $8,768.15 $14,707.52 $16,680.00 
21. Council of Churches $200.00 $200.00 $200.00 

« 22. Deanery $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
H Etc 23. Diocesan Assessment $24,025.92 $28,573.92 $29,391.00 

TOTAL $24,225.92 $28,773.92 $29391.00 

TOTAL INCOME $211,229.91 $214,39633 $218,299.00 
TOTAL EXPENSES $211,229.91 $214395.88 $218,298.68 

NET AMOUNT S0.00 $0,45 $032 

St. John's Episcopal Church 
ANNUAL MEETING 

January 27, 20J3 



Weils Fargo Advisors. LLC 
UO Decker Drive. Suit* 210 
Johnstown, NY 12095 

Tel 518-725-3400 
Fax 518-725-3440 
800-843-3101 

January 25. 2013 

To the Parishioners of St. John's Episcopal Church 

Despite continued macroeconomic concerns, the financial markets rewarded investors in 2012. 
During 2012, the S&P 500 Index returned 16%. The three worst performing sectors were 
Utilities (-2.9%), Energy (+2.3%) and Consumer Staples (+7.5%). Your portfolio held no 
utilities until December 12lh when Duke Energy was purchased. Since that time. Duke Energy 
has appreciated 6.6%. Comparatively, sector performance in your portfolio was Energy 
(-5.79%) and Consumer Staples (+12.85%). 

The best performing sectors for the full year were Financials (+26.3%), Consumer Discretionary 
(+21.9%) and Health Care (+15.2%). Comparatively, performance in your portfolio was 
Financials (+36.37%), Consumer Discretionary (+40.86) and Health Care (+18.29%). 

At the close of 2012, you held 30 equity positions in your portfolio: 26 of which showed positive 
performance. Your best performing stock was Comcast (+59.61 %). Your worst performing 
position was Chesapeake Energy (-25.65%). A number of your common stock positions 
experienced dividend increases in 2012. Comcast, McDonalds. CVS Caremark, Pepsico, Proctor 
& Gamble. Cicso Systems and General Electric are just a few examples. 

The bond market experienced significant interest rate moves during the year, but was rather Hat 
on a year to year basis. The 10 year Treasury began the year yielding 1.97% and ended the year 
yielding 1.78%. We continue to experience multigenerational lows for interest rates. It 
continues to be a great period for refinancing your mortgage, but not such a great period for 
investing in Treasury bonds. Approximately 20% of your portfolio is committed to bonds across 
many sectors. You hold international, high-yield, convertible and high-grade corporate bonds, as 
well as Treasury bonds. 

Eisted below are some significant facts regarding your investment account: 

• Value on 01/01/2012 
• Value on 12/31/2012 
• Withdrawals in 2012 
• Return 

$1,059,102 
$1,143,415 
$ 45,000 
$ 129.213 

+ 12.46% • Percentage Return 
Together we'll go far 

Mwiber FWRA/SIPC 



Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC 
110 Decker Drive, Suite 210 
Johnstown. NY 12095 

Tel 518-725-3400 
Fax 518-725 3440 
800-8433101 

The first three weeks of 2013 have been positive. Your account has appreciated over $40,000 
through January 23. 2013, 

As stated last year, given the significant global debt issues, we continue to focus on strong balance 
sheet companies, which pay 3-4% dividends and have low dividend payout ratios. The good news is 
that the U.S. economy is still growing slowly and is showing important underlying strength. The 
Federal Reserve has announced its desire to keep interest rates low as long as the unemployment rate 
is above 6.5% and inflation is below 2.5%. The unemployment rate has improved, but still remains 
at 7.8%. We continue to anticipate positive GDP growth in 2013. 

Rest assured, we will continue to strive to protect your capital and provide a reasonable return in this 
low interest rate environment. 

Thank you for the opportunity to update you on your 2012 portfolio performance. 1 look forward to 
meeting with the finance committee in the near future. 

Regards, 

Timothy J. Keegan, CFP 
Sr. Vice President/Investments 

This and/or the accompanying information was prepared b\r obtained from sources that Welts Fargo Advisors believes to be reliable, but does 
not guarantee its accuracy. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Asset allocation cannot eliminate the risk of fluctuating prices and 
uncertain reiurns 

The Dow Jones Industrial Average, the Nasdaq Composite Index, the Lehman Brothers Aggregate Bond Index and the S&P 500 {trademarks of 
their respective owners) are unmanaged indices o f common stock or bonds Unmanaged indices are for illustrative purposes only. An investor 
cannot invest directly in an index. 

Investments in securities and insurance products are: 
NOT I'DIC INSURED' NOT BANK. GUARANTEED/ M A Y LOSE V A L U E 

Together we'll go far 

Member 0NRA'SIPC 



Rector's Report: Annual Meeting 2013 
January 27, 2013 

2012 Statistics: 
Average Sunday Attendance (ASA): 107 
Baptisms: 8 
Confirmations: 3 
Marriages: 2 
Funerals: 0, but several memorial/remembrance services 

New Events/Services: 
Colonial Prayer Service 
Blue Christmas 
Lectern Dedication in honor of Jinny Easterly 

Other Events/services: 
Pentecost service with the Bishop of Peru and the Dean of Down Cathedral, Northern 

Ireland. 
Johnstown area Baccalaureate Service 
Fall Festival Spaghetti Supper 
Joint Easter Vigil with St. Ann's and Good Shepherd Churches 
Youth Mission trip to Broadalbin 

Additional activities/organizations: 
Habitat for Humanity, Chaplain for Fulton County 
FMCC student gatherings 
Transforming Churches leadership class 
Council of Churches 
Clergy Corner (coordinator) 
Regional Clergy Association, Co-President 

The most important phrase I know is 'Thank you." 

Thank you to our staff: Dr. Bob, Music Director; Jim D'Amore, Sexton; Lindsay Hinkle, Parish 
Administrator. Our church sings, is beautiful and is organized because of you. 

Thank you to our current vestry members—George, Kelly, Pam, Leslie, Roger, Nancy B, Nancy 
T. Jeff, Holly, Sandy, Bonnie. I am privileged to serve God with all of you. 

And thank you to all of the members of the congregation who pray and worship with us, who 
attend additional St. John's events, who tirelessly volunteer. 

Both our epistle and gospel reading for today feature important and familiar stories. In 
our epistle, the apostle Paul is teaching the Corinthian people—and us by association—that the 
body of Christ is made up of many different parts. As human beings, we can easily understand 
that. In the space of 5 minutes of fidgeting in the pew, you have used your hands, feet, eyes, 
ears, brain.. .and the list goes on. We are so comfortable with this, in fact, that we don't even 
have to think about it. Our body works in harmony, all the parts doing their own jobs in order 
to make the whole person able to do the work God has given us to do. We really only notice 



this, in fact, when one or more of the parts are not working the way they should be because 
each part is essential to the body. In the same way, each of you are essential to the Body of 
Christ as gathered here today. And we are fortunate that we can not only work with what we 
have right at this moment, but we are also able to continue to add to the Body of Christ. The 
gifts that Paul spoke about last week—teaching, prophecy, wisdom, knowledge, healing, the 
working of miracles—but the key phrase from Paul is this: "Now there are varieties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. ""Part of the one body, we are not to think of 
one gift as superior to another—those who greet people on Sunday mornings, people who set 
up or clean up for some of our many church events, cookie bakers for our cookie swap in 
December, acolytes, vestry members—we are all one body. God activates and inspires all these 
gifts offered for the common good. That is the most significant phrase. We offer our gifts for 
the common good of this community and of the community that surrounds us: our family, our 
neighbors, and those we do not even know. 

And when we read today's gospel for the third Sunday after the Epiphany, Jesus brings 
us one step farther along this trajectory of the common good by being very specific about what 
he was called to do: 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 

The church has long recognized that when Jesus commissioned his disciples to continue 
his work with the power of the Holy Spirit, that this is also the same commission which we 
ourselves receive as part of the body of Christ, active in the world today. While it is the job of 
the church to take this on, no church exists without the individuals who literally do the work 
under the aegis of the church itself. In other words, and let me re-word this so you clearly 
understand the message: 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon you, 
because he has anointed you 
to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent you to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 

We stand at an important historical junction for St. John's church. We stand on the 
shoulders of those who have brought us to the completion of 250 years of worship and service 
in our community, and we raise up those who will help us continue this ministry of Christ for 
the next 250 years. What is the Good News you have? How can you release those who are 
imprisoned or oppressed? Whose vision can you restore for those who have lost faith or hope? 

Often, politicians end their speeches with "May God Bless America," and that irks me 
every time. How much more could He bless us? And so I say instead to you with the assurance 
given to us by God himself: "God has blessed St. John's; God is blessing St. John's; God willbltss 
St. John's." But the essential question remains: in the year 2013, what will we, as individuals 
and as a church, do with the blessing we continually receive? We are once again reminded: 
"the Spirit of the Lord is upon us." 


