
Google Fiber Evangelism 

  
“Join our community” and “We are here to 

help” were the words that immediately jumped out 
at me when I picked up the door hanger that had 
fallen onto my front porch.  It was Palm Sunday and 
I was just coming home from church, and the smell 
of maple syrup wafting out the door meant that 
Nicole had the usual Sunday brunch ready – 
pancakes, scrambled eggs, hash browns, and 
bacon.  Yum! 
 As I walked in, I looked at the door hanger 
assuming it was from a church.  You see, it was 
almost Easter, and words like community and here 
to help are the kinds of things a church would put 
on their advertising in order to convey, “Hey, we 
care about you, and we’re a wholesome 
environment for families, and we exist for you.  Plus 
we’re hip.”  But it wasn’t from a church. 
 It was Google.  Google Fiber to be specific.  
An excellent product at a reasonable price that 
blows all competitors out of the water with 
connections so fast they are nearly instant.  And it 
shouldn’t be a surprise.  I mean, this is Google 
we’re talking about.  And as I type, my fiberhood 
(that’s a neighborhood as Google defines it) needs 
46 more sign-ups before Google will install.  That’s 
3 less than yesterday, but we’ve only got 1 week to 
go!  I’ll let you know how it turns out. 
 But the door hanger was not the first I heard 
of the potential to have Google Fiber.  You want to 
know how I first heard?  A neighbor printed off a 
Fiber webpage that simply said, “Hello Lee’s 
Summit.”  Yes, the professional ads and mailings 
came.  But I first heard by a cheap black and white 
printout on regular, slightly wrinkled paper…from a 
neighbor. 
 I discovered why when I signed up.  When 
you are on board, Google says, “Spread the word.”  
That’s their strategy.  They count on you spreading 
the word about fiber.  They are banking on your 

influence, your relationships, your persuasion, your 
communication, your contagious joy over the good 
news of the coming of fiber.  Who are you?  You 
are no Google expert.  You have no clue in the 
least how Google or its internet connection works.  
You don’t know what fiber optics look like, and you 
wonder if working with it would make you itchy like 
insulation does.  You can’t answer neighbors’ 
questions.  You can’t process anyone’s sign-ups.  
You just know it’s AWESOME.  And Google wants 
you to spread the word.  And people can ask 
Google if they have questions. 
 I would say that there is so much to learn 
here, except that I think we already know it.  Or at 
least the church once did know it.  I think Google 
learned from us. 
 Who are you, that you should be the 
messenger of the Good News of the 
RESURRECTION?!?  You can’t fully understand 
God or how he works!  You cannot fully fathom the 
glories of heaven.  You don’t know if Adam and Eve 
had belly buttons or why God allowed a certain 
suffering in your life, or even what the immediate 
future holds.  But you do know that Jesus Christ 
has made quite a name for himself, a name bigger 
than Google.  You know that Jesus loves you.  You 
know that he died to forgive your many sins (and 
mine!), and rose from the dead to give us eternal 
life.  You know that is AWESOME. 
 And Jesus says to his disciples that he will 
be with them, that his Holy Spirit will give them 
words and will strengthen them.  And he says that 
we will be his witnesses, and that we are to make 
disciples of all nations.  We know we are to love our 
neighbors, to be a good neighbor, and to care 
about our community and fiberhoods…er…I mean 
neighborhoods.  We know that God strengthens us 
to be “here to help” other poor miserable sinners 
who are in need of as much grace as we are.  And 
God provides that instant grace through the instant 
and intimate connection of his Word to our life—the 
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connection of the written Word in Scripture’s pages, 
the promise of renewal in the waters of baptism, the 
life-giving Body and Blood of Christ present with the 
bread and wine because of the promise of Christ to 
us.  Grace downloads instantly.  Prayers upload at 
blazing speeds.  Life is given, sustained, 
guaranteed for eternity. 
 Spread the Word.  God is banking on your 
relationships, your communication, your invitation, 
your encouragement, your contagious joy—not 
because you are anything special, but because He 
is special, and his Word has power, and he has 
promised to be at work through His Gospel until 
Christ returns.  And the Church is here to help 
answer questions, dispense God’s grace, and get 
people “signed-up.” 
 Oh…there is one big difference between 
Google Fiber and the Gospel.  Neighbors spread 
the word about fiber because they want to get it.  
Neighbors spread the Word about Jesus because 
they’ve already “got it,” and they know and believe 
and teach and confess that Jesus is the 
Resurrection and the Life.  That is AWESOME. 
 

Spreading the Word, 
 
 
 
Pastor Jon 

 
 

 
 

VBS REGISTRATION OPENS MAY 17! 
 

VBS “Everest” is on its way to Beautiful 
Savior.  Online registration will open Sunday, May 
17.  VBS will be held 8:30am-11:30am, July 13-17. 
Make sure you invite your friends from the 
community!     

Questions?  Please contact DCE Korey 
Danley. 
 

BLAZE SR HIGH STUDENT MINISTRY 
 
LVR Parent/Student Meeting  

If you are attending LVR, you must attend this 
orientation meeting on May 3 at 7pm.  If it is not 
possible for a parent or student to attend, please 
contact Korey.  The meeting will be in the 
Sanctuary.  Please note, BLAZE will be going on at 
the same time as the meeting (6:30-8:30).  Those 
attending LVR will be dismissed from BLAZE at 
7pm for the meeting. 
 
HUNGRY HIPPOS - Life-Sized! 
Have you seen all of the YouTube videos showing 
the popular childhood board game turned into a life-
sized game, using scooters and laundry 
baskets?  If not, check it out online.  On May 3 from 
6:30-8:30pm, Life Sized Hungry Hippos is coming 
to BSLC!  Come!  Bring a friend and have some 
great fun!  NOTE:  Those attending LVR will be 
released from BLAZE at 7pm to attend the 
parent/student meeting. 
 
BLAZE CANCELLED: 
May 10 - Mother’s Day 
May 24 - Memorial Day Weekend 
 
BLAZE Midweek Summer Bible Studies 
Bring your friends to Bible study every Wednesday, 
from 6:30-8:00pm.  Here are the upcoming Bible 
study discussion Topics: 
-5/6: New Challenges & New Opportunities - You 
Need Friends 
-5/13: Being a Friend & Disciple: Finding a Friend 
-5/20: Being a Friend & Disciple: Foundations of a 
Friend 
-5/27: Being a Friend & Disciple: Following your 
Friend 
 
BLAZE STUDENTS- Want to plan BLAZE 
events?  Want to help lead BLAZE devotions, 
games, and more?  Want to be a peer support 
to your friends?  BE A PART OF THE BLAZE 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM!  
-Who can be a BLAZE Student Leader? Any 9th-
12th grade (2015/2016 school year) BLAZE student 
who is active and dedicated to BLAZE Student 
Ministry. 
-How do I become a part of the Student Leadership 
Team? Grab an application form from Korey, fill it 
out, and turn it in by May 17.   
-What is the Time Commitment? The Student 

Leadership Team requires a strong commitment to 
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BLAZE Student Ministry.  Student Leaders will be 
required to be at a majority of the training meetings, 
which be held Sunday mornings during Sunday 
school hour from June through August.  Once 
training is completed, students will attend monthly 
BLAZE Leadership meetings to plan and implement 
in BLAZE Student Ministry throughout the year. 
-Questions?  Contact Korey 
 
2015 Confirmand Parents & Students 
Want to stay up to date on BLAZE High School 
Events and Studies?  Join the BLAZE Mass Text 
Messaging list!  All you have to do is send 
BLAZESRHIGH to the number 84576.  If you no 
longer have a student in FIRE Jr High Ministry, you 
can cancel your FIRE text subscription by replying 
STOP to the next FIRE text message you 
receive.  Questions?  Contact Korey. 
 
 

FIRE JR HIGH STUDENT MINISTRY 
 
K.I.C.K. (Kids in Christ’s Kingdom) 
Summer Program Coming in JUNE! 
Calling all 5th-8th Grade Students (2015-2016 
school year)!  K.I.C.K. is right around the 
corner!  Get geared up!  Invite your friends!  For 
four weeks in June (June 9, 16, 23 & 30), we will be 
gathering together for some summer games, Bible 
study, and of course, FOOD!  All 5th-8th graders 
are welcome.  Bring your friends from school!  They 
are WELCOME! Let’s pack the Youth Room!  On 
June 9, we will have a special welcome BBQ for 
our new 5th graders.  This evening, K.I.C.K. will be 
held from 6:00-8:30pm.  The following Tuesdays, 
KICK will be 6pm-8pm.  Watch the bulletin for more 
details on the 2015 K.I.C.K. theme.  Save the dates 
on your calendar today! 

 
 

WELCOMING OUR NEW PASTOR 
 

Dear friends, at the time of printing it was 
too early to be able to say anything about the new 
pastor and his family or plans concerning their 
arrival and welcome.  So, please watch for other 
various communications on this most important 
topic.   

We rejoice at the provision of God and look 
forward to what God will continue to do among us 
here at BSLC. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS 
IS RETURNING 

 
A survey taken last fall revealed that most 

people available for this Bible study (1) did prefer it 
to be led by a pastor; and (2) liked the Wednesday 
morning 10 a.m. time.  During the vacancy, 
however, it was something that was put on hold.  
But we are planning an AUGUST 19 start date.  It 
will be held on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. in 
the Family Life Center classroom. 

 
 

OFFICIAL ACTS 
 
Transferred In:   
Paul & Eva LaFerney, and Abigail, from Timothy 
Lutheran Church, Blue Springs, MO (4/9/15) 

 
John & Jennifer Bearman, Jake & Emilee, from 
First Lutheran Church, St. Joseph, MO (4/9/15)  

 
Youth Confirmation  (4/12/15): 
Cody Binder  
Elijah Brattin 
Michael Coomes  
Jordan Davenport  
Megan Demo 
Heather Heil  
Ally Jenkins  
Abby Joers 
Logan Mathes  
Lainney Obenshain 
Esperanza Ramirez 
Rachel Treece    

Baptism: 
Evelynn Elaine England (4/19/15) 
 
Peaceful Releases: 
Eldeen Karl, to Faith Lutheran Church, Seward, NE 
(4/1/15)       
 
Veronika Imgarten (4/10/15)   

    
 

SUMMER CAMP ENROLLMENT NOW OPEN 
FOR ABOUNDING LOVE PRESCHOOL 

Abounding Love Preschool and Parent’s 
Day Out is excited to announce the themes for our 
2015 summer camps!  
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June 8th-12th - Let’s Get Cooking 3.0 
June 22nd-26th - Body Science 
July 6th-10th - Transportation 
July 27th-31st - Art Appreciation 
 

To enroll in one or more of these exciting 
opportunities, students must be between the ages 
of 3-6 years and fully potty-trained. Class runs from 
Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm and costs 
$75 per week. Registration is all first-come, first-
served. You can find your enrollment form at 
www.Abounding-Love.com or by request to Tiffany 
Danley! See you this summer! 
 
 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
 
Women's Ministry at BSLC desires to: 

 Draw women from 16 and up together to 
develop mentoring relationships. 

 Draw women from all services together to 
get to know God and each other better. 

 Create a safe and fun environment where 
women can care for each other and get 
care. 

 Care for our community through service 
projects, showing God's love, especially to 
the lost. 

God tells us very directly that we are to learn and 
care and pray with each other.  We invite all 
women, 16 years and older, to join any group at 
any time; none of them are closed 
groups.  Additionally, if what you need or seek is 
not listed, pray. Perhaps God is placing it on your 
heart to start something. 
 
On the Radar... 
 
June - Royals vs Reds baseball game - An 

organizer is needed. 
July - Afternoon tea 
August - Planning for 2015-2016 
Help with DeVita (Cancer) Golf Tournament 

 
MOPS 

 
The next MOPS (Mothers Of Preschoolers) 

meeting will be Thursday, May 14, from 6:30-
8:30.   The topic will be “Courage to Be Safe.”  All 

mothers of preschoolers are welcome.  First visit is 
free, and child care is provided at no charge! 

 

 
 
 

IT’S EASY TO GIVE ELECTRONICALLY! 
 
2 Reasons 2 Give Electronically: 

1) Many people manage their accounts online 
already.  Giving your offering to the Lord 
electronically is a convenient yet intentional way 
to direct the sacrificial firstfruits of what you 
earn to support the ministry of BSLC. 
 

2) Giving this way helps you to be regular and 
faithful even if you should miss a Sunday due to 
illness, bad weather, or travel.  The expenses of 
the church continue winter and summer.  The 
Gospel is at work in all seasons. 

 
 
2 Ways 2 Give Electronically: 

1) Use your bank’s free online bill pay 
service.  Most banks allow you to pay your bills 
online.  You can give your offering to the Lord 
through that same service.  Set up BSLC as if it 
were a bill.  Then you can give your gift 
manually each time you receive your income, or 
even set up a recurring “payment.” 
 

2) Through a Lutheran Church Extension Fund 
service called Joyful Response you can have 

your offering automatically deducted from your 
account at a frequency and amount that you 
determine.  This is a great option for those who 
do not have an online bill pay service with their 
bank or are uncomfortable using it.  Use the 
easy form to start or change your electronic 
stewardship giving.  Forms can be found on the 

http://www.abounding-love.com/
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LCEF website or are available in the church 
office.  They should be submitted to the church 
office when complete.  

 
2 Points 2 Remember: 

1) Giving is an act of worship done in thankfulness 
for all God has done for you through Jesus 
Christ.  Please feel welcome to put the “I give 
electronically” card in the offering plate as a 
way to participate in the corporate ingathering 
of thank-offerings. 
 

2) Children will learn good stewardship best from 
their parents.  Set them an example and also 
help them to manage their money from 
allowances or gifts so that they learn how to 
save, give, and spend appropriately. 

 

 
BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR 
FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 

 
 
 

CONSIDER THIS “TIP” TO HELP YOU 
SAVE FOR COLLEGE 

 
If you’re trying to save for your kids’ college 
education, you’ve probably heard about Coverdell 
accounts, custodial accounts and 529 plans.  But 
here are some college funding options you may not 
be aware of—you can think of them in the acronym 
they form:  TIP. 
 

Trusts:  Trusts can be used for education and 

other purposes. 
 

o Contributions to a trust have no minimum or 
maximum amount, so saving can be done in 
many ways. 

o Creating and using trusts by a family for any 
purpose can affect a student’s eligibility for 
need-based financial aid. 

o Contact an attorney to see if a trust could be 
right for you. 

IRAs:  While primarily used for retirement savings, 

traditional and Roth IRA’s allow you to withdraw 
funds penalty-free if used for qualified education 
expenses. 
 

o Your contributions may be tax deductible 
and grow tax-deferred until withdrawal. 

o Using IRAs for college funding can affect 
your retirement strategy and need-based 
financial aid eligibility, so be sure to contact 
a financial representative about this option. 

 

Permanent life insurance:   

 
o If something should happen to you, a 

permanent life insurance contract can help 
ensure that goals like education can still be 
met. 

o Permanent life insurance contracts also 
accumulate cash value that can be used 
during your lifetime and also provide 
additional flexibility for other funding 
avenues as well. 

 
Free college funding calculator 

Thrivent Financial offers a free education funding 
calculator to help families estimate how much they 
need to save.  Visit Thrivent.com and click on 
Tools and Planning > Financial Strategies > 
Funding Education. 
 
Make wise decisions about your money 
The TIPs here may or may not apply to you, so if 
you want help figuring out what you should do, 
contact your Thrivent Financial representative, who 
can help you make smart college-funding choices.  
Your Thrivent Financial representative can also 
team up with other financial representatives who 
are Certified College Planning Specialists to help 
you with your overall college planning challenge.  
Visit Thrivent.com/uplan for more information. 
 
To learn more about saving and paying for college, 
contact John Martin, Financial Consultant, at (816) 
229-6475, John.Martin@thrivent.com, or Carol 
Guier, Financial Associate, at (913) 940-4252, 
Carol.Guier@thrivent.com today.  

YTD Actual YTD Budget

Income

CONTRIBUTIONS 145,955 152,973 626,700

OTHER INCOME 3,195 4,225 16,900

Total Income 149,150     157,198      643,600       

Less Total Expenses (143,996)    (163,255)     (653,031)      

Net Income (Loss) 5,154          (6,057)         (9,431)           

Jan- Mar 2015 Annual 

Budget

mailto:John.Martin@thrivent.com
mailto:Carol.Guier@thrivent.com
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Offered through a brokerage arrangement 
with Thrivent Investment Management Inc. 
Funds invested in 529 college savings 
plans have no bank guarantee, are not 
FDIC insured and may lose value. 
 
You are advised to consider the investment objectives, 
risks, and charges and expenses associated with  
529 college savings plans before investing. More 
information on 529 college savings plans is available in  
the issuer’s official statement. Read the official statement 
carefully before investing. 
 
You should investigate whether your state or your 
beneficiary’s state offers a qualified tuition plan for its 
residents and consider what, if any, potential state income 
tax advantages or other benefits it offers. Please consult 
with a tax professional to receive tax analysis of the 
investments. 
 
Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial, 
the marketing name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, 
Appleton, WI. Not all products are available in all states. 
Securities and investment advisory services are offered 
through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth 
Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55415, a FINRA and SIPC 
member and a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent 
Financial. Thrivent Financial representatives are registered 
representatives of Thrivent Investment Management Inc. 
They are also licensed insurance agents/producers of 
Thrivent.  
 
Thrivent Financial and its representatives and employees cannot 
provide legal, accounting, or tax advice or services. Work with your 
Thrivent Financial representative and, as appropriate, your attorney 
and tax professional for additional information. 
 
For additional important information, visit Thrivent.com/disclosures. 

 


