
 
Why I’m Excited for April 

As the title of the article suggests, I am excited for 
some things just around the corner.  By sharing my 
enthusiasm with you I hope to make it contagious.  
In this summary you will not find all the details 
concerning these events, but just a few words as to 
why we should all be excited and glad to be a part 
of what God is doing here. 
 
1. Easter Worship.  I am joyful at Easter like at 
Christmas, like we will all be joyful on the Last Day.  
The plan God had in place from before the 
foundation of the earth is carried out in Christ, and 
Easter is that most happy day when we celebrate 
Jesus’ triumph over death.  We know what it means 
for us.  As one Easter hymn puts it, “Jesus is risen 
and we shall arise: Give God the glory! Alleluia!” 
(LSB 474).  Musicians have practiced, lilies have 
been ordered, bulletins prepared, sermons shaped, 
and voices tuned in order to praise Him who lives 
that we might conquer death. 
 
2. Journey to the Tomb.  On Easter morning we 
will have a *NEW* and exciting activity for you.  It 

will be a way for your family to experience with your 
hands and feet, your eyes and ears the Passion of 
Jesus Christ and what it means for everyone big or 
small.  Decorations, costumes, actors, hands-on 
involvement, and take home items will not only be 
fun and enjoyable, but will help teach the faith to 
our members and many visitors alike.  I look 
forward to seeing it as it unfolds.  I encourage you 
to get behind this project with the support of 
prayers and donations. 
 
3. Concert Choir and Troubadours.  On April 9 

we will host a group of students from Martin Luther 
High School in Greendale, Wisconsin who will be 
on a music tour in this area.  The Troubadours are 
a subset of the concert choir who have won awards 

at district and state levels.  It is our honor and joy 
that they have selected to sing to God’s glory right 
here at BSLC!  What a great way to praise God 
with his beautiful gift of music, to rejoice that we are 
diverse yet united Body of Christ (even if we’ve 
never met before), and to continue our Easter joy.  
We will be looking for host families to house these 
students for one night.  I encourage you to attend 
the concert and consider being a host for these 
musical (and talented!) servants. 
 
4. Confirmation.  Our 8th grade students will be 
confirmed the Sunday after Easter, April 12, at our 
10:30 service.  I have enjoyed teaching them for 
two years, and look forward to hearing them deliver 
their wonderful speeches the night before, and then 
speak their vows on Confirmation Sunday.  Be sure 
to welcome them kindly as communicant members, 
encourage them in their ongoing development, and 
draw them into the mature activities of Christian life 
in the Church. 
 
5. Call Day.  As you know, we decided as a 
congregation to call for a graduating Seminary 
student to be assigned to us, that he might serve as 
our Associate Pastor.  I give thanks that the 
process was peaceful, that the Call Committee, 
Board of Elders, and the Congregation was 
considerate, patient, and unified in the outcome 
(meaning that our various points of view were 
communicated and considered, that we prayed and 
worked hard, and that the vote to call was made 
unanimous, signaling our desire to speak with one 
voice and recognize that the Seminarian assigned 
to us will be God’s servant for our good).  I look 
forward to Call Day not just because it is the 
beginning of the end of our vacancy, but because 
we can rejoice that it is a Divine Call, and that God 
is providing for His Church, and His Will is being 
done, even through a process that is 
simultaneously human in nature.  We elected to ask 
for Chris Schneider or Kyle Jones to be assigned to 
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us.  May God’s will be done, for He knows best.  
Pray, and plan to join us at church on April 29 to 
watch the live stream of the Call Day service.  
Details will be forthcoming. 
 
I am excited.  I hope you are getting there too.  
God’s richest blessings to you in a joyful April, 
through Christ, our crucified and risen Lord! 
 
 

Pastor Jon 
 
 

 

Please watch the bulletin for details on the following 
upcoming IGNITE Student Ministry events: 
 
FIRE Jr High Student Ministry 

-Celebrate the Opening of Baseball with the “Mercy 
Rule” movie!  - April 19 (3:00pm-6:00pm) 
 
BLAZE High School Student Ministry 

-No GUYS/GIRLS NIGHT - Easter 
-Youth Night - April 12 (6:30-8:30) 
-WELCOME 8th GRADERS BBQ - April 15 (6:00-
8:30) -Rummage Sale Setup - April 26-30 -
Rummage Sale - May 1 & 2 
 

 
ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE 

 
Don’t give it away! Don’t throw it away! Keep it just 
a little longer!  
 
On Friday, May 1, and Saturday, May 2, BLAZE 
Senior High students will be holding their annual 
rummage sale at the church from 8 am until 2 pm. 
We will start collecting items at the church on 
Sunday, April 26, from 12:30 to 4 pm. We will be 
collecting items through the FIRM DEADLINE of 
Thursday, April 30. (NOTE: We will NOT be 
accepting computer equipment or TV’s.)  
 
This fundraiser will help students attend the various 
Spiritual Growth Trips which are offered to them 

throughout the year.  Thank you for your support! If 
you have questions, please call or email Noel 
Eaton, Donna Steele, Christy Burgess, or Pam 
Williams.  

 

 
 
 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
    
4/2 – Maundy Thursday worship with Holy 
Communion at 7:30 pm 
4/3 – Good Friday Tenebrae worship at 5:00 and 
7:30 pm 
4/5 – Easter Sunday services: 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 & 
10:45 
Easter Breakfast:  7:30-10 am 
Journey to the Tomb:  8-10:15 am 
 

 
EASTER LILIES 

 
If you wish to purchase an Easter lily in 

memory of or in honor of a loved one or for any 
other reason, please sign up in the communication 
center.  The plants are $9.15 each.  Please write 
your check to Beautiful Savior, and note in the 
memo area “Easter Lily.”  You may place your 
check in the offering plate.   

Lilies may be taken home any time after the 
10:30 or 10:45 service on Easter. 

 
KC SOUTH ZONE LWML SPRING RALLY 

 
The KC South Zone LWML Spring Rally is 

April 25 at Timothy Lutheran Church in Blue 
Springs. Registration begins at 9am. Opening 
devotion is at 9:30. Guest speaker is Rachel 
Almsteadt, a Life Coach and certified nutritionist 
and member of Christ Lutheran in Platte Woods. 
She speaks on "using God's food for health and 
wellness, and her company is called Pray, Live, 
Eat. "I planted the seed... but God makes it grow" 1 
Cor. 3:6.   
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If you need child care, please contact 
Timothy society president, Deb Mickelson, at 229-
6235 or dbmickelson@sbcglobal.net.  Cost is $5. 

 
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASSES 

 
LAY-LED BIBLE STUDY  

 
The lay-led Sunday morning Bible study at 

9:20 in the FLC is titled The Mormons: Who They 
Are, What They Believe from the Men’s NetWork.  

The class will be held every Sunday morning from 
April 12 to May 17.  Come join us! 

 
CHRISTIAN ESSENTIALS CLASS 

This class teaches the basics of the 
Christian faith from our Lutheran perspective.  We 
use the Bible and Luther’s Small Catechism as 
textbooks for the class.  After the class is 
completed, participants will have the option of 
joining BSLC.   

The current Christian Essentials Class 
began on March 1.  Anyone who would like to 
attend this class for the first time or as a review is 
most welcome!  We will meet for 6 more sessions 
on Sunday mornings in the Sanctuary at 9:15 on 
March 29, April 19 & 26, and May 3, 10 & 17. 
Nursery care is provided during that education 
hour.   

 
CONFIRMATION DESSERT BANQUET 

 
 The Dessert Banquet in honor of our eighth 
grade confirmands will be Saturday, April 11, at 
7:30 pm.  Members of this year’s confirmation class 
are: 
 

Cody Binder  
Elijah Brattin 
Michael Coomes  
Jordan Davenport  
Megan Demo 
Heather Heil  
Allison Jenkins  
Abby Joers 
Logan Mathes  
Alainna Obenshain 
Esperanza Ramirez 
Rachel Treece    

 
 
 
 

CONCERT CHOIR AND TROUBADOURS 
 
On Thursday, April 9, at 7 pm, the Concert 

Choir and Troubadours of Martin Luther High 
School, Greendale, Wisconsin, will be appearing in 
our Family Life Center.  They will be performing a 
concert of sacred music titled “Sing for Joy!”  A free 
will offering will be received to help defray the cost 
of the tour.   

Please sign up if you can host some of the 
students in your home the night of April 9. Also, we 
will be serving them dinner on April 9 and breakfast 
on April 10.  Please sign up if you can provide food 
and/or help serve. 

 
OFFICIAL ACTS 

 
Transferred In:   
Richard & Annette Geisler from Messiah Lutheran 
Church, Charlotte, NC (3/4/15) 
 
Transferred Out: 
Doug & Linda Bolton to Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, Raymore, MO (2/26/15)    
 
Johnny & Rachel Runyon to Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church, Urbandale, IA (3/12/15)  

Memorial Service: 
Donna Wagner (3/14/15) 
    

 
MLM SACK LUNCHES 

 
The Board of Human Care and Missions will 

be collecting for sack lunches for MLM again this 
year.  Items need to be non-perishable. We will 
collect during the month of April and then deliver 
them in May.  Following is the schedule: 
 

Meat (nonperishable items that can go in a 
sack lunch, like chicken salad w/crackers, 
tuna salad w/crackers, ham spread, ham 
salad, Vienna sausages, deli cut sausage 
links etc. (Sam’s Club has 18 pack of 
Vienna Sausage). – weekend of April 4th 

  
Chips & Drinks – weekend of April 11th 

 
 Snacks & Fruit – weekend of April 18th 
  

Items still needed – weekend of April 25th 

 
 

mailto:dbmickelson@sbcglobal.net
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WE WANT YOU!!! 
 

The 2015 Kidz Quest Sunday School 
program is going strong!  In order to keep this 
momentum we need MORE volunteers to help 
educate and mentor our students. Our Summer 
program runs Sunday, May 31st through Sunday, 
August 30th. We would love to have YOU help 
teach one or two weeks this summer. Don't worry, 
you do not have to have teaching experience 
because the curriculum is given to you and very 
easy to follow.  

If you are interested in helping, please 
contact Jenifer Witzke.  Thank you for your support! 
 
 

SUMMER CAMP ENROLLMENT NOW OPEN 
FOR ABOUNDING LOVE PRESCHOOL 

Abounding Love Preschool and Parent’s 
Day Out is excited to announce the themes for our 
2015 summer camps!  
 
June 8th-12th - Let’s Get Cooking 3.0 
June 22nd-26th - Body Science 
July 6th-10th - Transportation 
July 27th-31st - Art Appreciation 
 

To enroll in one or more of these exciting 
opportunities, students must be between the ages 
of 3-6 years and fully potty-trained. Class runs from 
Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm and costs 
$75 per week. Registration is all first-come, first-
served. You can find your enrollment form at 
www.Abounding-Love.com or by request to Tiffany 
Danley! See you this summer! 
 
 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
 
Women's Ministry at BSLC desires to: 

 Draw women from 16 and up together to 
develop mentoring relationships. 

 Draw women from all services together to 
get to know God and each other better. 

 Create a safe and fun environment where 
women can care for each other and get 
care. 

 Care for our community through service 
projects, showing God's love, especially to 
the lost. 

 
 
 

Groups-Study & Relational 
 

The Fellowship of the Believers]  

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 

to fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Acts 2:42 

(NIV) 

 
God tells us very directly that we are to learn and 
care and pray with each other.  We invite all 
women, 16 years and older, to join any group at 
any time, none of them are closed 
groups.  Additionally, if what you need or seek is 
not listed, pray. Perhaps God is placing it on your 
heart to start something. 
 
Women of Wednesday (WoW), 6:30-8:00, 
Basement Classroom 

WoW ladies meet every Wednesday (except the 
first one) to learn from C.S. Lewis' story, The 
Screwtape Letters. This book provides an insight as 
to how Satan thinks and how he entices us as we 
listen in on the mentoring of a demons nephew.  
 
But4Grace - Thursdays, 6:30-8:00, Conference 
Rm.  We have only 3 more weeks of Spiritual 
Warfare. 
 
Beginning April 15 we are going to do a book club 
read of Frank Peretti's story This Present 
Darkness.  It will be up to each person to get their 
copy.  It's available electronically, on-line or in 
stores.  There's a couple of copies in the library if 
you don't want to buy it. 
 
MOPS (Mother of Preschoolers) - 6:30-8:00, 
Basement 
Moms of preschoolers meet monthly (2nd 
Thursday) to learn, experience, share and support 
other moms.  
 
The next MOPS meeting will be Thursday, April 9, 
from 6:30-8:30.   The topic will be “Courage to 
Raise Brave Kids.” We will have a guest speaker.  
All mothers of preschoolers are welcome.  First visit 
is free, and child care is provided at no charge! 
 
See the bulletin for info on these events at church: 
 
Mini Photo Sessions! 
Local photographers will be available to take high 
quality professional shots.  Either event is $60 for a 
15-minute time slot and will provide participants 
with a digital CD of approximately 10-20 high-

http://www.abounding-love.com/
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resolution photos from the session with printing 
rights. 
Session 1: April 12th  ~  11:00 AM to 3:45 PM 
Session 2: May 17th  ~  11:00 AM to 5:20 PM (at 
Unity Village) 
 
Mom’s Afternoon Out, April 18th at Greenwood 
Mercantile Tea Room 
This is a moms only event. Join us at the tea room 
for lunch, and then we will do a little antique 
shopping in Greenwood and you need to RSVP by 
April 11th. 
 
Vendor / Craft Fair, April 25th  ~  10:00 AM to 
4:00 PM 

Come shop for your mom, your sister, your kids, 
your friends or yourself!  We have tons of vendors 
signed up, everything from purses to jewelry, health 
foods to home décor, hair bows to doggy treats, 
self defense to organization…this will be the place 
to pamper yourself with some retail therapy and 
support our MOPS group! 
 
Family Picnic, May 2nd  ~  10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
at Lowenstein Park 
Join us with your family as we have a fun-filled 
picnic lunch! Hot dogs and water will be 
provided.  Please bring a side dish or dessert to 
share.  (This park is across the street from Kohl's.) 
 
MOMSNext - 1st Wednesday each month, 6:30-

8:00, Basement 
Let's Celebrate at Mom’s Night Out  April 1 ~ 
6:30-8:00 p.m. at Habanero's 
Join the MOMSnext crew as we take some time to 
celebrate spring!  We’ll enjoy Mexican food and 
friends at this time of fellowship at Habanero’s, just 
off of 350 Highway and Blue Parkway in Lee’s 
Summit. Take some time for you before the kids get 
out of school!  All mothers of school-aged kids are 
welcome. This event wraps up our year.  Watch 
for activities beginning in October.  If a summer 
event comes up, we'll let you know.  Remember, 
MOMSNext members are welcome to join in any of 
the Women's Ministry events. 
 
On the Radar... 
 
As God calls us to serve one another, our activities 
continue.  Mark your calendar for the following! 
 
April - Leaders are working on the retreat.  Please 

take this free time to help and enjoy any of the 
numerous Easter & Confirmation events! 

May - Wine Trail Weekend- A co-organizer is 
needed. 
June - Royals vs Reds baseball game - An 

organizer is needed. 
July - Afternoon tea 
August - Planning for 2015-2016 
Help with DeVita (Cancer) Golf Tournament 
 
2015 Women's Retreat 
God answered our many prayers with four strong 
leaders to round out our planning team!  We do still 
need a prayer warrior.  This can be a man or a 
woman, someone very involved in stuff or someone 
homebound; prayer can be done anywhere.  This 
person will have not have to do any public prayer or 
present at the retreat. 
 
The next leader meeting is scheduled for March 
30th at Deb Williamson’s house at 6:30 p.m.  See 
the meeting invite for details. 
 

 
SENIOR CHRISTIANS IN ACTION 

 
The Senior Christians in Action (SCIA) are 

preparing a schedule of activities for the year. So 
far, we have the Royals outing to look forward to 
this summer and the annual Christmas luncheon at 
John Knox in December. We are looking for ideas 
for other group activities to enjoy during the year.  
Please contact Bob Dustman, Jack Volz, Carl 
Larson, or Dawn Larson to share any ideas you 
may have!  LET’S TAKE ACTION! 

 
IT’S EASY TO GIVE ELECTRONICALLY! 

 
2 Reasons 2 Give Electronically: 

1) Many people manage their accounts online 
already.  Giving your offering to the Lord 
electronically is a convenient yet intentional way 
to direct the sacrificial firstfruits of what you 
earn to support the ministry of BSLC. 

2) Giving this way helps you to be regular and 
faithful even if you should miss a Sunday due to 
illness, bad weather, or travel.  The expenses of 
the church continue winter and summer.  The 
Gospel is at work in all seasons. 

 
2 Ways 2 Give Electronically: 

1) Use your bank’s free online bill pay 
service.  Most banks allow you to pay your bills 
online.  You can give your offering to the Lord 
through that same service.  Set up BSLC as if it 
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were a bill.  Then you can give your gift 
manually each time you receive your income, or 
even set up a recurring “payment.” 

2) Through a Lutheran Church Extension Fund 
service called Joyful Response you can have 
your offering automatically deducted from your 
account at a frequency and amount that you 
determine.  This is a great option for those who 
do not have an online bill pay service with their 
bank or are uncomfortable using it.  Use the 
easy form to start or change your electronic 
stewardship giving.  Forms can be found on the 
LCEF website or are available in the church 
office.  They should be submitted to the church 
office when complete.  

 
2 Points 2 Remember: 

1) Giving is an act of worship done in thankfulness 
for all God has done for you through Jesus 
Christ.  Please feel welcome to put the “I give 
electronically” card in the offering plate as a 
way to participate in the corporate ingathering 
of thank-offerings. 

2) Children will learn good stewardship best from 
their parents.  Set them an example and also 
help them to manage their money from 
allowances or gifts so that they learn how to 
save, give, and spend appropriately. 

 
 

TURN YOUR EYES UPON JESUS 

 
“Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter 

of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
Hebrews 12:2 ESV 

 
While traveling on business trips, I often put 

in my ear buds and listen to music to drown out the 
noise on the plane.  Most of my iPod is full of 
country music, but I have several gospel tunes as 
well.  On a recent trip, a familiar song came across 
with the lyrics “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look 
full in His wonderful face, And the things of earth 
will grow strangely dim, In the light of His glory and 
grace.”  The song is based off scripture from 
Hebrews 12:2.  While I have heard this song many 
times, the refrain really struck a chord with me this 
time. 

Often our sinful nature tempts us to turn our 
focus on ourselves and our worldly position instead 
of focusing upon Jesus.  I myself often worry about 
earthly concerns far too much.  We worry about 
who likes us, what possessions we have, how we 

are going to impress the new neighbors, whether 
we are getting what we feel we deserve, and the list 
can go on and on.  We all too often worry about our 
earthly rewards.  This is what Satan wants.  Satan 
wants us to lose focus on Christ.  Jesus himself 
warns us of focusing on ourselves and earthly 
rewards in Matthew 6:1 as he instructs us “to 
beware of practicing your righteousness before 
other people in order to be seen by them, for then 
you will have no reward from your Father in 
heaven.” 

However, as the song reminds us, and more 
importantly as Scripture instructs us, we need to 
put our focus on Christ, not on our earthly world.  
And when we focus on Jesus and recognize the 
salvation he bought us on the cross, it becomes 
clear how trivial our worldly issues can be.  Often 
times I will get a great feeling of relief knowing that I 
truly have nothing to worry about because Jesus 
has saved me from my sin.  Yes, we are still going 
to suffer hardships during our earthly lives.  But we 
have no hardships to worry about for eternity.  
Jesus has saved us.  When I focus on Jesus and 
what he did for me, it gives me great peace of mind 
that I’m taken care of, here on earth and in heaven. 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, please send your Holy 
Spirit to strengthen us to keep our faith focused on 
your son Jesus, who endured the cross for our sin, 
so that we may gain eternal life.  Amen 

  --Mike Borgstadt, Board of Elders 
 

 
HEIT’S POINT CELEBRATING 35 YEARS 

 
Heit’s Point is celebrating 35 years of 

ministry for Christ!  The Annual Outdoor Festival 
will be a highlight of the celebration.  Save the date 
of JUNE 7, 2015.  Rev. Rod Lindemann, Associate 
Pastor at Timothy Lutheran in Blue Springs, will be 
the guest speaker.   His message will be based on 
the theme for the year, “A man’s heart plans his 
way, but the Lord directs his steps” Proverbs 16:9. 

Activities for the day will begin at 9:00 a.m. 
with coffee and rolls, music at 10:30 and the 
worship service at 11:00.  A great BBQ meal will be 
served at noon followed by honoring volunteers, fun 
for youth, rides and tours, fellowship reflecting on 
35 years of ministry, auction and ice cream social.  

Share this information with family and 
friends and plan to attend this special day. 


