
 
Thank You 

 
Dear friends, as I write, it is Christmas 

Eve.  I would have liked to have written you a 
thought provoking, inspirational, and educational 
article about Epiphany, or about the coming year 
(2015 is here!), or about our focus as a church in 
the next few months.  But in all honesty, my day is 
filled with work and worship, the time is short, and 
my heart is overflowing with thankfulness.  So let 
me simply say “thank you.”  I voice this 
thanksgiving first to God.  He has saved us in his 
grace, through his Son, Jesus Christ, who was born 
in Bethlehem and crucified outside of Jerusalem, 
who was raised to life and will return in glory.  We 
have been given a most precious gift, and I am 
eternally grateful.  In addition to that, he has 
blessed us with so many other gifts: food, drink, 
house, home, animals, family, friends, and the 
fellowship of believers.  It is my sincere 
thankfulness to God for that last item on the list that 
drives me to be thankful also to you. 

You have shown so much kindness to me 
and my family in the last six months.  When our 
bold and passionate leader, Pastor Schwartz, took 
the call to serve faithfully in a new location, we 
entered into a time of change, of transition, of hard 
work, and much to figure out.  Through the entire 
process you have supported me and my 
family.  Thank you for your prayers, your kindness, 
your advice, your wisdom, your generosity, your 
cards, your gifts, and every expression of your 
love.  It means more to us than we can effectively 
put into words.  And if I tried, knowing me, I would 
probably get choked up.  (So thank you for letting 
me express my thankfulness in writing.) 

I pray for you daily.  I pray that God would 
watch over you, lead you in paths of righteousness, 
strengthen you for every challenge, and fill you with 
every good thing through Jesus Christ.  I look 

forward to 2015 serving as the Senior Pastor 
here.  It is a large responsibility, and I have big 
shoes to fill.  I pray for God’s wisdom and strength, 
that I might be faithful in this calling. 

We have much work ahead of us: calling a 
pastor, other staffing needs, financial planning, 
tackling our strategic planning goals, reaching in, 
reaching out.  But I am confident that as we stand 
firm in the Word of God together and as we live in 
love toward one another, God will provide, bless, 
and help us every step of the way. 

 
Thank you again.  God be with you. 
 
 
 
Pastor Jon 

 
 

 
 

 
 
BLAZE Servant Event coming soon!   
On Sunday, January 10, BLAZE students will be 
serving at the Cass County Rescue Mission Soup 
Kitchen in Harrisonville.    During the servant event, 
we will be preparing and serving the meal for those 
in need.  We look forward to you joining us for this 
experience as we help show and share Jesus to 
the people of Cass County.  If you plan to attend, 
please sign up on the bulletin board outside of the 
conference room.  We also need adult drivers.  If 
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you are willing and able to drive students to and 
from Harrisonville, please sign up.  We will meet at 
church at 3:40pm and plan to return around 
7:30pm. 
 
BLAZE GAME NIGHT 
BLAZE students, join us in the youth room on 
Sunday, January 25, from 6:30 to 8:30 for game 
night!  Bring a snack to share and a friend; come 
hang out and chill!   

 
BLAZE Mission Trip to South Dakota 
Registration Deadline - January 11 
This summer, high school students will have an 
amazing opportunity to share the Gospel with 
children and families at Pine Ridge Native 
American Reservation in South 
Dakota.  Throughout the week of July 18-26, we will 
take part in leading Kids Camp (Vacation Bible 
School), as well as home repair projects.  We will 
also learn a great deal about the history and culture 
of the Oglala Sioux Tribe.  
 
After our service on the reservation, we will have 
the opportunity to tour God’s beautiful creation in 
the Black Hills of South Dakota.  This is a great 
spiritual and personal growth opportunity for all 
current 9th-12th grade students.  We highly 
encourage all high school students to attend this 
trip.  
 
If you would like more information, please contact 
Korey.  Information books are located outside the 
conference room and on 
www.bslcyouth.org.  Please turn in your non-
refundable $50 deposit and Commitment Contract 
on Sunday, January 11. 

 
FIRE Duct Tape Wars - Sunday, January 18.   
Life can sometimes get pretty sticky, and 
sometimes we wonder how we are ever going to 
get out of this sticky mess!  All 5th-8th grade 
students are invited and welcome to join us as we 
learn about sticking to Jesus throughout life during 
the ups and downs.   
 
Each student is asked to bring a role of Duct tape, 
as we participate in duct tape challenges from 2pm-
4pm in the Family Life Center.  There will be a 
special, once-in-a-lifetime prize for the Duct Tape 
War Winners! Come!  Take part in the wacky 
challenges, and don’t forget to bring a friend!   
 
 

Jr High Youth Gathering Parent/Student 
Meeting 
There will be a quick parent/student meeting 
immediately after Duct Tape Wars (4pm) on 
Sunday, January 18, for all students and their 
parents who are attending the Jr High Gathering.  If 
you would like to get a head start on filling out 
needed paperwork, please visit the youth website, 
www.bslcyouth.org.  Click on the FORMS 
tab.  During the meeting, we will let you know what 
to bring and answer any questions you may have. 
 
Sunday Morning Bible Class and Sunday 
School will resume on January 4.  Please watch 
your electronic communication for more 
information. 
 
Midweek and Confirmation will resume on 
Wednesday, January 7.  Class is from 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m.  Remember that attendance is important, 
especially for the 8th graders as we head into the 
home stretch and prepare for confirmation (April 
12). 
 

 
OFFICIAL ACTS 

 
Joined by Profession of Faith 
Seth Hanebutt (12/18/14) 

Transferred In 
Carol Guier, from Hope Lutheran Church, 
Shawnee, KS (12/23/14) 
 
Transfered Out 
Larry & Linda Robbins, to Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Edmond, OK (12/18/14) 

Baptism 
Jacob Aaron Cochran (12/13/14) 
 

 

Women's Ministry 
Who are we 

 
Women's Ministry at BSLC came together 

for four reasons: 

 
 Draw women from 16 and up together to 

develop mentoring relationships. 
 Draw women from all services together 

to get to know God and each other 
better. 

http://www.bslcyouth.org/
http://www.bslcyouth.org/
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 Create a safe and fun environment 
where women can care for each other 
and get care. 

 Care for our community through service 
projects, showing God's love, especially 
to the lost. 

 
Year in review –  

Thank you everyone for your support. 
 
This has been an incredible year for BSLC and its 
Women's Ministry, from making and serving meals 
for Advent & Lent to planning, preparing and 
presenting a fabulous retreat serving almost 100 
women from our church and from the community.  
 
We supported sisters through their grief due to loss 
or health issues interfering with life and attended an 
outside retreat where we received spiritual renewal.  
 
We laughed the night away during a comedy 
evening where 20+ women came together and had 
a refreshing evening where we were able to put 
aside life’s distractions for a bit.   
 
We answered a call to help Mother's Refuge with 
mom and baby supplies.  They are very thankful.  
 
An afternoon of cocoa & treats helped many of us 
get the holiday season started in a positive way, 
and, not to be outdone by previous events, we had 
a hugely successful bake sale raising funds for the 
2015 Women's Retreat on Prayer & Faith.   
 
When you consider all of these events and the 
many Women's Groups we have, all we can say 
is God is good! 
 
 
On the radar ... 

As God calls us to serve one another, our activities 
continue.  Mark your calendar for the following! 
 
Jan 1-31 - School Supplies for teachers 

Teachers pour their time, energy, passion and 
financial resources into their classrooms as they 
make them mentally stimulating, fun, educational 
and encouraging.  Unfortunately their salaries don't 
keep up with their desires.  Help us in January 
provide area teachers with classroom supplies they 
need.  Everything from bulletin board supplies to 
busy work books to reading books, calendars, 
devotionals, and anything that can help them be the 
blessing God has called them to be. 
 

February - Helping the homebound - An 
organizer is needed for this event to happen. 
 
March - Readying the Retreat 
 
April 25 - 3rd Annual Retreat, Faith & Prayer 
 
May - Wine Trail Weekend - A co-organizer is 
needed. 
 
June - Royals vs Reds baseball game - An 
organizer is needed. 
 
July - Afternoon tea 
 
August - Planning for 2015-2016 
 
Help with DeVita (Cancer) Golf Tournament 
 
***Contact Deb Williamson about any of these 
events 
 
Planners & Leaders Needed 

Work is underway to get the 2015 retreat 
planned.  This month we need to identify ladies to 
help organize as well as do publicity & registration, 
decorating, food, and prayer & praise.  Only with 
your help can we bless our community. 
 
Helping Ministries - Thrivent Action Teams 
Attention Thrivent members! Thrivent has changed 
how they will financially support things.  Rather 
than matching raised gifts by a group, a member 
can apply for a Visa gift card to help get things 
going.  Each member can apply for up to two 
events a year; however, multiple members can 
apply for the same event.  As we look to this next 
year, please pray about what ministry events are 
written on your heart and then apply for these 
gifts.  Check out Thrivent online for more info. 
 
Women's Groups & Studies 

 

 [The Fellowship of the Believers]  

They devoted themselves 

to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer.  Acts 2:42 (NIV) 
 

God tells us very directly that we are to learn and 
care and pray with each other.  We invite all 
women, 16 years and older, to join any group at 
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any time.  None of them are closed 
groups.  Additionally, if what you need or seek is 
not listed, pray. Perhaps God is placing it on your 
heart to start something. 
 
Women of Wednesday - Wednesdays (except 
1st), 6:30-8:00, Conference Rm 

C.S. Lewis' story, The Screwtape Letters, provides 
an insight to how Satan thinks and entices us as we 
listen in on the mentoring of a demon’s nephew. It's 
not too late to join in. 
 
 
But4Grace - Thursdays, 6:30-8:00, Conference 
Rm 

Spiritual warfare is being attacked by this group 
beginning January 8th. 
 
 
MOPS - Mothers Of Preschoolers (MOPS) 
2nd Thursday each month, 6:30-8:00, Basement 
The next MOPS meeting will be Thursday, January 
8, from 6:30-8:00.   The topic will be “Courage to 
Forget Comparison.” All mothers of preschoolers 
are welcome.  First visit is free, and child care is 
provided at no charge! 
 

 
MOMSNext - 1st Wednesday each month, 6:30-
8:00, Basement 
For more inspiration, "Like" us at: MOMSnext-
LeesSummit, MO-Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 
 

 

On a personal note ... 

It is my prayer for each of you that your hearts 

are blessed with God's presence, that no matter 

what trial, distraction or busyness Satan uses to 

distract you, that you are able to stay focused on 

the Spirit of God.  That your life is full of 

blessings and the vision to see them.  That each 

day you are able to embrace at least one thing 

and tuck it away in your heart for the future.  I 

pray God's love, the Spirit's direction and Jesus' 

salvation shine in every step you take.  Blessed 

Christmas to you!  Deb W. 

 

Board of Trustees Report 

 
1 Corinthians 10:31, "Whatever you do, do it all for 
the glory of God." 
 
The Trustees wish you a very Blessed New Year. 
With the upcoming year, we look for the continued 
support of the congregation in the various projects 
that need to be completed.  The Congregational 
Work Days are generally scheduled for the first 
Saturday of each month.  But with Upward 
Basketball games being held every Saturday during 
January and February, we will have special projects 
identified that could be accomplished by volunteers 
who can work on other days.  We strongly support 
the Upward program. 
 
Please refer to the Trustees Corner section of the 
BSLC Website.  You can view the Trustee monthly 
reports given to Church Council as well as the 
listing of projects that are open.  We will include 
information on Congregational Work Days as well 
as special projects that can be done during 
weekdays. 
 
Trustees and Congregational Volunteers are 
needed to support the ongoing maintenance and 
special projects on our church facilities.  We 
encourage BSLC members to participate on any 
project. 
 
Next year's major projects will include painting the 
exterior of the FLC and other exterior areas of the 
Church facility, complete garage rest room, install 
new light fixtures in basement, add mulch, and 
many others as they are identified. Please contact 
Rick for volunteer opportunities. 
 
Thank you, 
Rick Chapman 
Board of Trustees 
Phone:  816-812-5718; email:  micksrick@att.net 

 
 

UPWARD CONCESSIONS 
 

The youth are running the Upward 
concessions again this year for their Mission Trip 
fundraiser.  The first game day is January 10.  
We are in need of donations of Coke, Sprite, 
miscellaneous candy, chips, Gatorade, water, and 
other concession stand items.  

A donation signup board is posted in the 
narthex.  
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