
The Christian Worship Year begins with four weeks of 

Advent followed by two weeks of Christmas.  Advent 

prepares us to welcome and receive the God who 

comes to us.  It is a season to reflect on where we 

have been as we prepare for the Messiah, the 

anointed Son of God.   

 

Use these daily Bible readings,  

devotional thoughts, and prayers  

~ prepared by members of our congregation ~  

to help guide you to Christ. 



Read Luke 3:1-6 
 
Proud of his new stereo sound system, my Dad often started off week-
end mornings, when I was growing up, with music. The speakers were 
big, our house was small….the walls would shake, the windows would 
rattle with the sounds of Pink Floyd, Led Zeppelin, Elvis, John Denver, 
Neil Diamond, Moody Blues and countless other artists. Being that it 
was the weekend and my sisters and I preferred to sleep, we often 
found this quite annoying.  We got used to it and over time I became 
fond of this tradition. I would wake up early on Saturdays just to spend 
time with my Dad and he would often let me choose the music from 
his diverse collection. 
 
A few years ago, while attending worship, the choir sang a song that 
filled me when such emotion, “Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord”.  Over 
and over the words repeat, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord, Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, Jesus is coming make way for the Lord”. I 
thought to myself, I’ve heard this before, I know this song, I love this 
joyful song. I am certain Dad played it in the late 70’s during one of 
those early morning weekend “concerts”. Although not considered a 
“Christmas song” perhaps it should be. John the Baptist’s entire minis-
try was to prepare us for the coming of our Lord. What better time to 
sing of the glory of Jesus’ return and to prepare? 
 
God gives us many opportunities to prepare ourselves, to know Him 
better, so that we are ready for the coming of His Son. All year long we 
have, Worship, Bible study, Sunday school and daily prayer, Baptisms, 
Confirmations, singing in the Choir, ringing bells, participating in mis-
sion projects, and sharing time with loved ones, the list is endless. 
 
This Advent be purposeful, reflect and prepare. Enjoy all the wonder-
ful Church and Christmas traditions. Treasure your own family tradi-
tions! Rejoice! God’s greatest gift is coming! 
 
Heavenly Father, thank you for all the ways that you help us to know 
you better. Help us to use our knowledge to walk that straight path 
that leads directly to you. Amen 

Sunday, November 30, 2014 

~ Katie Dold 



Monday, December 1, 2014 

Read Isaiah 11:1-10 

~ Sara Beth Doyle  

“Shoot,” now there is a word that has promise, the promise of new 
life, a new beginning.  As Christmas approaches, we feel the peace and 
joy that comes with the celebration of the birth of our Savior. Jesus 
was the shoot that came to save us, and show us a new way. The 
“Spirit rested upon Him” and He would “delight in obeying the Lord.” 
He would “never judge by appearances,” and would “defend the poor 
and exploited.” Such wonderful promises for us! 
 
Jesus relied on the Holy Spirit to guide Him in fulfilling these promises. 
Knowing God, and knowing what He intended allowed Jesus to be 
“clothed in fairness and truth,” doesn’t that sound wonderful? I was 
always taught growing up to treat everyone with kindness. I had won-
derful examples of kindness in my Mom, Dad, and Grandmother.  As I 
came to understand what it meant for me to be a Christian, I realized 
that knowing God meant having that same Spirit within me. The Spirit 
that guides me to do what God intended; to treat others with kindness 
and mercy, to love my neighbors, and to not judge those that are dif-
ferent than me.  In knowing God, there is the promise of peace, and 
the immense joy that will come from living together in harmony. 
 
As I recall the stories I know, Jesus always turned to prayer first. God 
wants an intimate relationship with us. In knowing God, we let Him 
govern our hearts in order to live a life that is fair and true. This Ad-
vent season my family and I will start each day in prayer. Each week in 
Advent we will pick a group of people in need, pray over this together, 
and then listen as God guides us to act. 
 
Gracious Heavenly Father, fill me with your spirit so that I may be a 
glimmer of the peace, and joy that is your promise to us. Help me to 
live a life that is fair and true and to delight in you always. In your 
name I pray. Amen 



Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Read Exodus 6:6-8 

~  Anne Shockey 

God promised to deliver the Israelites from slavery and set them free. 
To me, this is God’s promise to transition believers from one life to 
another. 
 
My mom, who lived with me, loved both nature and poetry. She often 
copied favorite poems and tucked them into her volumes of poetry. 
 
Every Christmas season, Mom would put a candle in her window, 
above her bedside table, where her favorite poetry book lay. Shortly 
after Christmas 1990, Mom was rushed to the hospital in terrible pain. 
In the emergency room, I was so upset by her suffering, and was so 
afraid of losing her. She passed away peacefully the next day. 
 
I continued to light her candle each evening. A week after her passing, 
I was outside and noticed her candle lit in the window (I was quite 
sure I had turned it off). In her bedroom, I found her poetry book lying 
on the floor opened to this hand-written poem: 
  
    Tonight I am free! 
 A week ago I couldn’t face these winds and swirling snow. 
 
 Tonight I am free! 
 No walls, roof or bed can shut away all the wonders from me. 
 
 I whirl around with the snowflakes. Fly straight up in the sky. 
 I’ve left my body and rejoice, no more aches! 
 
 Please, do not mourn for me. Stop and think how often  
         I wished to be out— Now I have all eternity! 
 
I felt immediate peace, as I realized God, who is with us always, had 
freed Mom from pain, and transitioned her to the Kingdom of Heaven. 



Wednesday, December 3, 2014 

Read Psalm 46 

~  Dana Brennan 

Be still and know…; 
  

I think we get too caught up in the “be still” part and forget the 
“know.”  Being still isn’t always easy.  How many times have I told my 
6 and 8 year olds to be still (usually in church no less)?  I think the 
problem is that they don’t know what being still really means, what it 
looks like, or what should be going on in their heads.  It doesn’t always 
mean doing nothing.  Sure it is wonderful when we can empty our 
minds and focus completely on our Creator.  But how often can I ac-
complish that?  Many times I end up making my grocery list instead of 
listening for that small voice.  When we turn it around and realize that 
we are knowing (not just being still) then it becomes easier.  We are 
knowing who God is: our refuge, strength, ever present help. And in 
our knowing we can’t help but exalt Him. Exalt?  It does not have to be 
some eloquent sonnet to please God.  You don’t have to be a poet or a 
Psalmist; there are plenty already out there for you to employ. Just 
giving God His due is enough.   
  
This Advent Season I encourage you to be still and know God.  Know 
Him in all of His glory and exalt His name.  Dear Lord, We exalt you for 
you alone are worthy of our praise! You are amazing and wonder-
ful!  Thank you for your Son and this time of year to focus on your 
greatness!  Help us to be still and know YOU!  In Jesus’ name we pray. 



Thursday, December 4, 2014 

Read Isaiah 43:10-13 

I’m in the Witness Protection Program. Like any witness, I’m com-
pelled to testify about my faith; the majesty and grace of God and the 
inspiring story of Jesus. Since the powers of darkness and the worldly 
system would rather silence this witness, I take on risk; to be teased, 
ridiculed, ostracized, or maybe much worse. I doubt that, but one 
never knows. 
 

Still, any suffering for my testimony is temporary. In the long run, the 
eternal run, God will protect me and his millions of attesting wit-
nesses. 
 

Amidst one of their darkest hours, God called on the Jewish nation, 
through the prophet Isaiah, to remain faithful and verbal witnesses. 
“Before me no God was formed / nor shall there be any after me. I am 
the Lord and besides me there is no savior.” Isaiah 43, v. 10 
 

Those were bold claims, considering that the Judah that Isaiah Ch. 43 
was addressing had been utterly defeated by Babylon, the temple de-
stroyed and the people relocated throughout the empire. Testifying 
about this God to a pagan empire was indeed risky. Yet God promised 
the Jews their fate could be reversed, their status and land restored, if 
they remained faithful witnesses. 
 

Some probably abandoned the cause and adopted the ways of their 
worldly conquerors. But many stuck to the faith and eventually, they 
did return. 
 

Centuries later, shepherds, wise men and angels witnessed the birth 

of Christ and the beginning of God’s plan to make witnesses of all who 

would accept this self-proclaimed Messiah. Talk about your tough as-

signments. Jesus stayed true all the way to the cross, as did every 

apostle (with one notable exception). Generations of saints and mar-

tyrs kept the Good News spreading. It took centuries, and an unbro-

ken line of faithful witnesses, for this call to reach a regular guy like 

me. Luckily I’m part of a committed congregation like Asbury. 

Continued on next page 



~ Mike Lynch  

Thursday, December 4, 2014 continued 

Read Isaiah 43:10-13 

Witness is constant and myriad around Asbury, from testimony in ser-
vices to education, music and drama, missions and especially efforts to 
reach out to the vulnerable and the lost amidst our own society. Many 
of my best opportunities to witness have come when handing over a 
bag of food, or just a few dollars. 
 
Not that I’m bragging. I’ve also missed plenty of chances to testify and 
sometimes ducked when I should have stood up. But if you miss one 
pitch, just swing at the next one. 
 
Christmas is much more than a day. It is a season chock full of oppor-
tunities to be a visible Christian, to give and gather and communicate 
in myriad ways the everlasting sovereignty of God and the path to sal-
vation blazed by Jesus. Our neighborhood and greater world desper-
ately need to hear these simple testimonies God expects from us. 
“You are my God / and I will praise you.” Isaiah 25 v. 1 
 
Enjoy your Christmas, complete with celebrations, friends and tradi-
tions and even quiet reflection. And throughout Advent, go tell it on 
the mountain. A savior is born. Jesus is why we do what we do. 
 
Our Lord and Savior, we thank you forall you have given us, especially 
our savior Jesus and the ever present Holy Spirit. These are the most 
precious gifts we have, and also precious are our brothers and sisters 
in faith. This advent we pray that we may find unique ways to pass 
these gifts on to others and increase your church body always and  
everywhere. Amen 



Friday, December 5, 2014 

Read Jeremiah 33:14-16 

~ Claudette Cozad, Clubhouse Director 

Jeremiah has the best news ever! “The days are coming”. What could 
this mean? “The Lord will fulfill a promise,” even better. Jeremiah has 
the knowledge of an important event and he is going to share this 
with anyone who will listen. But are we ready to listen? As Christmas 
approaches I am very busy. No time to stop. This news had really  
better be good.  Jeremiah explains the Lord “will cause a righteous 
Branch to spring forth for David; and he shall execute justice and right-
eousness in the land.” When Jeremiah was writing there was much 
unrest in Israel. There was fear of the Babylonians. In the mist of the 
uncertainty here was a prophet that offered hope.   
 
Jeremiah says that “Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell  
securely.” What does this mean to us? In our darkest and most  
difficult times God was always here. He gave Jeremiah the promise 
that a savior the Christ Child would come. As we enter this time of 
celebration we need to prayerfully reflect and think of the people in 
Jeremiah’s time.   They waited for the best news ever. They antici-
pated the promise the Lord would fulfill, but it was never realized in 
their lifetime.  
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; now ye 
need not fear the grave: News, news! Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall. Christ was 
born to save, Christ was born to save!  
                                               (Good Christian Friends, Rejoice—UMH 224) 
 
 



Saturday, December 6, 2014 

Read Acts 17:22-31 

~ Ann Brady  

Advent is a wonderful season.  As we make plans for celebrating Jesus' 
birth there are many opportunities to create meaningful traditions 
which remind us of what an awesome gift God has given us.  Advent 
Wreaths become a worship center in our homes with candle lighting, 
singing and scripture lessons repeated nightly.  Advent Calendars mark 
the journey to Christmas Eve. And all the beautiful music; I wait until 
Advent to bring out my collection from Amal and The Night Visitors to 
cherished carols.  
 
Paul cautions us not to be too impressed with "shrines made by hu-
man hands" or "images formed by art and imagination".  He stresses 
that God desires "we search for and find Him"; in fact "God is not far 
from each one of us", just waiting for us to discover Him. 
 
As I move through Advent I'm going to use a simple mantra from to-
day's scripture:  "In God we live and move and have our being."   
(Acts 17:28a) When I awake in the morning or when my to do list is 
too long, when I find just the right remembrance for someone dear to 
me or when there is no parking space to be found, I will breathe 
deeply, repeating my Advent Mantra and know that all is well.  God is 
near! That is the transforming message of Advent. 
 
May blessings abound for you, 
 



Sunday, December 7, 2014 

Read Luke 3:7-18 

~ Roxanne Kuhn  

John the Baptist is proclaiming the good news. There is One who is 
coming that will baptize with fire and the Holy Spirit. What should we 
do then? What shall my family and I do this Advent season to prepare 
our hearts to receive anew the greatest gift?  
 
As we are out and about during this busy season, breathe in God’s 
grace and breathe out his praise! The world is hungry for a smile, a 
kind word, a hug.  Sharing God’s love and kindness is far more  
precious than any thing we  can purchase.   
 
Opening our hearts and living our lives in the example of Jesus the 
Christ – sharing our clothes and food, being fair to everyone, being 
true to ourselves and others, these are some of the ways that we can 
make room for Jesus in our hearts.    
 
I will intentionally seek ways to serve others through the love of our 
savior by giving of clothing and food to those in need and taking the 
extra step in reaching out to warmly greet and invite those persons I 
come into contact with. 
 
Eternal God, giver of all things, create in me a heart for Jesus, and  
allow that love to spread to all that pass this way. Amen. 



Monday, December 8, 2014 

Read Luke 2:8-20 

~ Alberta Stornetta  

In the music ministry of the church, preparation for Christmas starts 
long before Advent begins. The organist begins to learn special  
Christmas music, the choirs begin rehearsing their cantata, the hand-
bell teams begin learning their secular Christmas music as well as the 
familiar religious carols. All this preparation is leading to our mission 
of sharing  the love story of Christmas with not only our congregation, 
but with our neighbors at Arnold Senior Center, shoppers at the Anna-
polis Farmers' Market and our local Arnold Station Center, as well as 
those living at Future Care.  
 
One might think of our church musicians as the angels sharing the joy-
ous news of the birth of our Savior. The shepherds were tending to 
business that night when  the angels came to them. Once they had 
heard the news and had seen for themselves, the shepherds began to 
share the good news with others. The Bible doesn't say that the angels 
were musicians, but many of our carols would lead us to think that  ----
Hark, the Herald Angels Sing; It Came Upon a Midnight Clear; Angels 
From the Realms of Glory; Angels We Have Heard on High; Silent 
Night, Holy Night. 
 
As you go about your everyday business, listen to the music on your 
car radio, in the malls, or in church; listen to the music that you hear. 
Think about how many people may be hearing the good news un-
wittingly. Think about how many hearts are warmed by simply hearing 
the music. Then it is up to you to play the role of the shepherds,  
glorifying and praising God, and sharing  with others what  you have  
heard, and experienced.  
 
Loving God, we thank  you for sharing  your son with us. Help us to be 
mindful of your great gift of love. Help us to share this great love, by 
following the example of Jesus Christ. Amen.   



Tuesday, December 9, 2014 

Read Isaiah 40:1-11 

~  Ada Torrence 

Isaiah 40: 1 – 11 clearly reminds us that no matter what we see as 
struggles and trials, we are never alone.  All of our hardships are for a 
reason.   All of our sins have been paid for, but we need to always call 
on the Lord.  If we look around us, especially this time of year, we are 
reminded that all things have a season.  Planned by God, the grass 
withers and the flowers fall because the breath of the Lord blows on 
them.  Like the grass and flowers, when we feel we are withering, fal-
tering and failing we need to remember the Lord is blowing his breath 
on us and holding us in his hands. 
 
We remember at this time of year that the Lord sent us a baby to let 
us see new birth, new life.  As the trees, grass and flowers are dying 
we are reminded that new life will come in Gods own time.  Each 
phase of life we must remember to cry out to the Lord in time of joy 
and in time of stress as  those in ancient days were told to do.  He is 
there for you always. 
 
 
Dear Lord we thank you for sending your son as a baby to remind us of 
your constant and ever growing love.  We thank you for hearing our 
cries as you heard the cries of those in Jerusalem many centuries ago 
and comforting us. Amen. 



Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Read Zephaniah 3:14-17 

When I first read this scripture I was wondering how it relates to the 
Christmas season.  Who am I kidding? I was first wondering who is 
Zephaniah and where is this book in the bible.  I found out that Zepha-
niah was an Old Testament prophet to the people.  His message was 
to instill hope in the Israelites.  Our Lord takes away our punishment 
and he is with us at all times.  He is our Mighty Warrior who saves us.  
Christmas is also a time for hope.  God sent us a Savior, Jesus, who 
would later die for our sins.  The angel Gabriel told Joseph this child 
would save his people from their sins and would be called Immanuel 
which means, “God with us.”  What personal journeys has God been 
with you on?  Have you shared those journeys with others like Zepha-
niah did?  The people of Israel needed to hear the message of hope.  
Are there people in your lives that need to hear your message or per-
sonal journey to instill hope in their lives?  Maybe someone you know 
is having a bad day, month or year and your story may be the glimpse 
of hope in those dark moments. When I read this selection a song 
came to mind, Mighty to Save by Michael W. Smith. I would like to 
share the words with you. 
 

Everyone needs compassion  
A love that's never failing  
Let mercy fall on me  
Everyone needs forgiveness  
A kindness of a Savior  
The hope of nations  
 

My Savior  
He can move the mountains  
My God is Mighty to save  
He is Mighty to save  
Forever  
Author of salvation  
He rose and conquered the grave  
Jesus conquered the grave  

Continued on next page 



~  Amanda Probst 

So take me as You find me  
All my fears and failures  
Fill my life again  
I give my life to follow  
Everything I believe in  
Now I surrender  
 
Shine your light and let the whole world see  
We're singing for the glory of the risen King...Jesus 

Lord please help us to remember that God is always with us.  We may 
be having a rough day, week or year but help us to remember that in 
those dark times God will shine some hope and remind us of his abun-
dant and unconditional love for us.  He is our Mighty Warrior.  AMEN. 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014   
continued 



Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Read Romans 15:4-13 

~  Tricia Kelly 

Hope.  We see hope at baseball games, at lottery ticket counters, in children 
on Santa’s lap.  It is believing that the best is at hand, that the impossible can 
be the possible.  Our hearts become full when we allow hope to enter us, 
and we may become giddy with excitement.  Hope is a wonderful and joyous 
emotion! I might just put it on the top of my wish list this year! 
Paul, in his letter to Romans, shares with his readers that everything that 
was written, was written to provide us with hope. How delightful that all the 
scripture was written so that we might hold this enormously gratifying, soul 
bursting gift of hope! In today’s affluent times, many parents and grandpar-
ents don’t gift things, they gift experiences.  God, our Father, has gifted both. 
He has given us the scripture, and he has given us each other.  Through the 
endurance taught in the Scriptures, and the encouragement it and each 
other provides, we are moved to a place where hope lives and shines and is 
available for all who want it. 
 

Ah!  But how do you make it last so that it does not fade away as the crisp 
needles on the Christmas tree fall with the season? Paul prays for us:  5 “May 
the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same atti-
tude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had…. 7 Accept one another, 
then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.”  This is the 
virtuous loop we want to find ourselves in.  By sharing with one another, and 
accepting one another, and praising together, the encouragement goes on 
and on.  This is why we study together, and worship together on Sundays 
and throughout the week. Do you feel that uplift in your spirit as you pass 
through Asbury’s red doors after Sunday’s sermon?  It’s your heart knowing 
that the best is already at hand.  It is hope.  It is here.  And it is for you and 
me. 
 

Dear Lord, please gift me with encouragement and build my endurance.  Re-
mind me as I move through the holidays that it is my attitude of mind, and 
acceptance of others that brings me closer to you.  Please gift me the atti-
tude that makes my heart full of hope so that I might share your hope and 
good news, and encourage my brothers and sisters as we happily sing, rejoice 
and praise our way through this merriest of seasons. Amen. 
 
Verse 13: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 



Friday, December 12, 2014 

Read Matthew 25:31-46 

~ Ashley Cox  

If you are like me, you normally get wrapped up in hustle and bustle 
around the holidays.  It is way too easy to focus on getting those spe-
cial gifts for our loved ones and forget about those less fortunate than 
ourselves.  As a teenager, one of my favorite Christmas traditions was 
picking out an angel or two from the Christmas tree on the mall. You 
never know more than the child’s name and age, but in some ways 
that made it more important to give. You were giving to someone you 
knew needed help, but was part of the faceless crowd of needy. They 
were literally the least person I might know of anyone. 
 
My mother always chose the practical clothing items while I got to 
choose the toys or special gift.  The act of giving to others, especially 
at the holidays, has stayed with me and as an adult and we always try 
to find an angel tree for the holidays.  Hopefully my girls will enjoy the 
tradition as much as I always have, because in Matthew 25: 40, Jesus 
says, “whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sis-
ters of mine, you did for me.” 
 
Lord, in this season of gifts and giving, please let us all remember 
those less fortunate than ourselves.  As You sent Jesus to us out of love 
for all of us, open our hearts to those that we don’t always consider 
worthy of our own attention. Help us to remember those who don't 
have the basic necessities in a time when we focus on giving some-
thing to someone who might already have plenty. Let us provide our 
own time, funds, and/or prayers so that they may have a joyful,  
Christ-filled Christmas.   
 

 



Saturday, December 13, 2014 

Read Matthew 28:16-20 

~ Murray Korman and Cathie Hall 

The Great Commission 

We may think of the mountain as being one that had been the scene 
of former meetings between the Master and His disciples. They had 
seen Him there before, in the body of His humiliation. They were now 
to see Him in the body of His glory. Lord’s manifestations of His  
Presence after the Resurrection had made the faith of the disciples 
stronger and clearer (comp. John 20:28), and so the act acquired a 
new significance. The disciples, having learnt fully what their Master, 
their Rabbi, had to teach them, were now to become in their turn, as 
scribes of the kingdom of heaven, the teachers of others.  
 

It is with this stress on the teaching - especially when people are 
doubtful - that we today, especially during the Christmas season, need 
to be “sharing in Christ.” For the best Christmas gift ever is to know 
Christ. The Great Commission is the charge that you are to pass that 
onto other people. While making disciples of all nations, baptizing in 
the name of the trinity, and teaching God’s word might be considered 
a wonderful culmination from the work of many Christians, the advent 
season is a magical time to share; by a kindness, a listening ear, special 
words of encouragement, a spirit where anger falls by the wayside. A 
small generosity may kindle a friendship, and a smile might dissolve a 
competiveness that knows no bounds. Sharing a gift of time, or mak-
ing a sacrifice might make all the difference, to open a heart with the 
light of Christ.  
 

As a teacher for over 40 years, it has been an encouraging word,  
spoken at a critical time, that has opened the hearts of students, in 
need. We are “all” vulnerable during Christmas, and the gift that, “I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the world,” needs to be 
shared. 
 

Perhaps sharing from John 8:12 (NIV), "I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light 
of life.”  will resonate the hope, peace, and grace of our Lord. 

http://biblehub.com/john/20-28.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_John


Sunday, December 14, 2014 

Read Luke 1:26-38 

~ Hollie Richards 

When my sister and I were pregnant at the same time - I with my third 
born and her with her first born - I found myself drawn to Luke’s nar-
rative of the pregnant cousins, Mary and Elizabeth. 
 

On a very basic level, I enjoyed wondering if Mary and Elizabeth were 
anything like my sister and I when we first met up as expecting moth-
ers.  
 

After Mary received her news from the angel Gabriel, Luke tells us 
that "Mary got ready and hurried to a town in Judea's hill country" to 
see Elizabeth (Luke 1:39 - ERV).  Did the two cousins, like my sister and 
I, stay up late bonding over their many emotions - wonderful anticipa-
tion, excitement, and amazement of pregnancy? Did they discuss 
aches and pains, stresses and fears of complications? 
 

Questions like these made the Bible come alive for me. 
 

I also found that Mary's willingness to accept God's plan is a magnifi-
cent guiding light for my own faith journey.  
 
We know that Mary experienced a range of emotions when she was 
first visited by the angel Gabriel.  "What does this mean? she won-
dered (Luke 1:29 - ERV).  And we know that Gabriel had to convince 
her not to be afraid.  Ultimately, Mary declared, " I am the Lord's ser-
vant.  Let this thing you have said happen to me." (Luke 1:38 - ERV).  
 

Three years later, my daughter and niece, Eloise Elizabeth and Beth 
Ann, are my personal, contemporary and awesome reminder of the 
two miraculous pregnancies of long ago, the strong bond between 
two women facing the joys and concerns of pregnancy together, and 
the "leap of faith" that Mary, despite her initial confusion, accepted 
and abidingly fulfilled for us all.  
 

Heavenly Father, this advent season, I pray that I may follow Mary's 
guiding light with the strength and courage to accept your plan for me 
and fully embrace the miracle of everyday faith.  



Monday, December 15, 2014 

Read Matthew 2:1-12 

~  Ruth Rabin 

Out of  nowhere, the Magi from the East appear in Jerusalem, follow-
ing a star that  signified the birth of a  new King. This was no ordinary 
star: In its brightness and the way it hovered and moved, it  was remi-
niscent of the  fire and  cloud  that guided the people of the Exodus.  
No wonder the Magi were inspired to follow it.  However, King Herod 
and all of Jerusalem were not receptive to the  news.  The Magi con-
tinued on to Bethlehem, where they bowed down and worshiped the 
child.   This  respect and the generosity of their gifts foreshadowed  
the joy with which the Gentiles would embrace and be embraced by 
Christ. 
 
Today, how can we follow the example of the Magi and keep our focus 
on Jesus and not fall into a modern-day version of Jerusalem's hard-
ened  indifference:  the preoccupation with only the material  and 
secular aspects of Christmas? 
 
Perhaps, in addition to the usual charitable outreach gifts, the Advent 
wreath candle lighting and readings,   a family "hymn sing" of favorite 
carols sung around the piano or guitar or from your CD collection  can 
become a new Christmas tradition. Even very young children can pick 
up on the words and "theology"  in the carols and the music will  be-
come part of their long- term and "family bonding" memory. 
 

Dear Heavenly Father: 
We thank you for our little ones, who are precious in your sight. Help 
us to raise them to  follow you  and to show them  by our example and 
conversation, that the hospitality and gift giving  during the Christmas 
season  is  meant to be a joyous  remembrance and celebration of the 
birth of your son, Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen 
 



Tuesday, December 16, 2014 

Read Micah 6:6-8 

~  Nancy Beers 

Are you ready for Christmas?  So many people ask that question once 
the Thanksgiving holiday has passed. It's so easy for all of us to get 
caught up in the commercialism of the season and the concept of 
"getting ready' for Christmas.  It is a season of sensory bombardment 
with the lights and decorations, the '24/7' holiday music on the radio, 
and the enticing ads to 'find the perfect present' for everyone on your 
list. This commercialism distracts us from the real message of the birth 
of Jesus.  We should prepare to be ready all year for the coming of Je-
sus! 
 
The older I get the more I realize that my focus is much clearer when I 
place some boundaries on all that sensory bombardment.  I need to 
control my personal space and turn off the radio as I drive to work, 
skip reading the sales circulars in the paper, and practice a daily devo-
tion that reminds me of the reason for the season.  God sent his son 
Jesus Christ to this earth to show us the way.  Jesus fulfilled his mis-
sion and showed us all how to be disciples and follow him; cast off our 
worldly possessions and follow him. The Star of Bethlehem led the 
Wise Men to find the baby Jesus and they had faith and they followed 
that light.  This passage in Micah reminds us that our Lord God simply 
wants us to remember the lessons taught by Jesus;  be fair in all our 
dealings, be compassionate and have mercy on those around us, and 
be humble as we try to be good disciples and show others the way. 
 
May the Star of Bethlehem show us the way and lead us on the path of 
discipleship.  May our faith remind us that it is not the number of holi-
day lights we use or the value of the gifts we give, but rather it is our 
human spirit of generosity and humility, not only at Christmas but 
throughout the year. It is our attitude of gratefulness that pleases God.  
We thank you God for the gift of your Son Jesus Christ and the gift of 
Salvation.    Amen 



Wednesday, December 17, 2014 

Read Luke 4:16-20 

~  Fern Bowman 

Thomas Wolfe wrote a novel titled You Can’t Go Home Again.  To me 
that means that once you grow up and leave home, things never seem 
quite the same again when you go back.  It even happened to Jesus. 
He said he was the fulfillment of the scriptures, but people in his home 
town still thought of him as Joseph’s son. 
 
Going home for Christmas was always a big part of our family’s cele-
bration.  When our daughters were little children, we travelled home 
to Ohio for Christmas.  All their cousins came too, and there were lots 
of stockings hung on their grandparents’ mantel.  That tradition 
changed when they grew up and became young adults.  Then for 
many years they all came to our home for Christmas. Eventually that 
changed too.  Now they have a child and husbands and boyfriends, 
and they celebrate Christmas day with those families.  After Christmas 
morning with our granddaughter, Eric and I lately find ourselves alone 
on Christmas day and we look for new ways to celebrate.  One year we 
went to a movie, one year we went to the Botanic Garden in D.C., one 
year we went to Evensong at the National Cathedral.  Everything 
changes. 
 
But Christmas Itself doesn’t change.  It is still the celebration of Christ 
coming into our world, and Jesus is still the center of Christmas. We 
move our eyes beyond the nativity, and we strive to follow Jesus in his 
ministry of good news for the blind, the poor, the oppressed and the 
imprisoned. 
 
Dear God, help us to be at peace with the changes that come to our 
Christmas as the years pass.  Give us the wisdom to tell the difference 
between what changes and what is eternal, and the courage to follow 
Jesus always. 



Thursday, December 18, 2014 

Read Matthew 16:24-28 

~ Robyn Kirkendall  

FOLLOW HIM! 
 
It is Advent, a time to prepare.  Many of us have already begun to 
decorate, buy that special gift, or perhaps plan that perfect Christmas 
get away.  But what happens after December 25th and the gifts have 
been opened, decorations come down, and we are back to our normal 
routine?  Exactly what did we prepare for?  Of course, we celebrated 
Christ’s birthday!  But don’t stop now! 
 
In Matthew 16:24-28, Jesus challenges each of us to follow Him, to 
trust Him and to have faith in Him.  He wants us to prepare for our  
future.  But not by investing in a 401K or Retirement Accounts.  Jesus 
demands that you invest in life –“sacrifice for the sake of others brings 
life; service to neighbors brings life; giving away what you have that 
others may have enough to live will bring life”.  As this Advent season 
comes and goes, remember that some things – like love and life – 
can’t be owned, only shared and received as gifts.   
 
As we follow Jesus, things will change.  Change sometimes brings loss, 
but what we will gain is far greater. Be open to the promise of His 
kingdom where we discover that as we give ourselves away to each 
other in love, we will discover a far more abundant life.   
 
Heavenly Father, please grant us the strength and courage to honor 
Christ in our words and deeds.  And in doing so, let us claim Your  
promise to follow him to Glory.  Amen. 
 



Friday, December 19, 2014 

Read John 12:34-36 

~  Melissa Beer 

Follow, what a hard concept to grasp. It can be the hardest thing a 
person has to do, to concede and follow another. However this is not 
a modern dilemma, for even in Jesus’ time those who believed in him 
struggled to trust and follow him blindly. In these verses, Jesus asks 
the crowd to continue to follow the light, or to follow his teachings 
and ways, after the crowd expresses concern for the “Son of Man”.  
He warns that straying from the light can lead to darkness and not 
knowing where to go.  In the time we take to prepare for Christmas as 
Christians, we must re-devote ourselves to blindly follow Jesus, be-
cause he has a plan for us. In this time we need to reestablish our own 
relationship with God. This scripture asks for blind faith and complete 
trust in order to follow Jesus. When one has trust in Jesus, it becomes 
easier to follow him and his teachings and be a good Christian.   
 
In an attempt to get closer to God during the time of advent, I am  
going to take some time to myself each day to focus on my relation-
ship with Him, and I ask that you attempt it with me, even if it is just 
for this week. Focus on how you can follow Jesus better, whether it is 
through daily prayer or through reading the bible to learn more stories 
and lessons from Jesus. This can be as little as ten minutes a day, but it 
means that, even for a week, you have a commitment to God, and you 
are trying to follow him better. 
 
Dear God, please help to strengthen our relationships with you, to dis-

cover the faith we need in order to put all our trust into following you. 

Help us see the light. Amen. 



Saturday, December 20, 2014 

Read Matthew 5:1-12 

~ Kay Johnson  

The Beatitudes are familiar to us.  Imagine Jesus sitting on the moun-
tainside, waiting for the disciples.  They came to him, and Jesus began 
to teach them. Jesus said, “Blessed are the…”  Read the above scrip-
ture and passages, each one is powerful! 
 
Blessed and happy are the discouraged, the poor, the sorrowful, the 
persecuted…..  It might seem the opposite to the “standards” of the 
world, but to many, we know the lesson Jesus taught:  The blessing is 
not in our unfortunate situations, but in the glorious understanding of 
what is to come.  Jesus gave us HOPE.  He knew that through our sor-
rows and struggles,  we would feel blessed to know the hope He 
brings of eternal life with Him.  The Good News - Jesus is Born bringing 
the gift of HOPE. 
 
Jesus said, “Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven.” LOVE and JOY are fruits of the Spirit. Joy is a by-product of 
love.  If we try to seek joy first, it will elude us.  But if we go out to love 
others in the name of Jesus, joy will seek us out. 
 
Jesus is Love.  When we celebrate His birth on Christmas Day, we are 
presented with His gift of LOVE.  We have an opportunity to share that 
love with family and friends, and perhaps those who are struggling, or 
mourning, or discouraged. Through that message, someone may ex-
perience true CHRISTMAS JOY! 
 
Prayer of Joy:  
We thank you God for your Son’s birth bringing the Good News of 
“Jesus is Born!” Through the love of Jesus Christ, we are given hope for 
eternal life with You. Help us Lord to find ways to share the Love of Je-
sus and the Christmas Joy we feel. Amen.                                                                                                     

                                                                                        
  Christmas Blessings,   



Sunday, December 21, 2014 

Read John 3:1-17 

~ Kay and Leroy Jonas  

 What is love?  That word is used for so many things that we 
eat, wear, read, see and like to do. We use this word for family, friends 
and relationships.  But what of our love for neighbors, mankind and 
God?  This takes so much more depth of thought and understanding. 
 I grew up in a loving and caring home.  We did not have a great 
deal but Christmas was a special family time.  It was also a time for 
giving to others.  My parents would collect about 20 cardboard boxes 
and wrap the inside and out with crape paper.  They would buy fruit, 
canned foods and ham to fill each one.  We packed each one as a fam-
ily and Mom added her fruit cake, nuts and candy.  We carried each of 
these boxes to a needy family, widow or shut-in (invalid) in that day.  
The smiles and thanks we got were endearing.  I always wanted a 
Lionel train and Erector set but food boxes were the gift instead.  My 
parents walked the talk and I can still see Christ in their faces these 
many years later. 
 God’s love for us transcends all else as ours should for Him.  
Jesus came to earth to fulfill a promise and He brought a gift for the 
whole world.  He came to save the world and not to destroy it.  We 
only have to accept Him and believe to gain eternal life but it would be 
selfish to just stop here.  We must love others, ministering to them 
and their needs and putting our faith into action. 
 Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians of Moses’ radiant face after seeing 
God on Mt. Sinai and he veiled his face.  This was not for the reason 
we may think but Paul suggests it was to hide the fading reflection of 
Divine glory from the Israelites.  How much greater glory is Christ and 
the gift he gives us.  He is the light of the world and we must strive to 
have that light shine in and through us. 
 

Lord, thank you so very much for your sacrifice and great gift of love 
for us. We truly thank you for your love, your teaching and death that 
we may have salvation.  Help us clean up our lives and polish us so that 
others can see you in our faces.  Please help us to remember that  
December 25th is just a day; that Christmas is alive and we need to 
celebrate it every day of the year.  Help us put our faith into action. 
Amen.                                                   



Monday, December 22, 2014 

Read Deuteronomy 6:4-12 

~  Rev. Chris Owens 

Growing up, my favorite part of the Advent and Christmas season 
were the lights and decorations. They still are! It’s all so festive: multi-
colored lights, garlands, a Christmas tree loaded with lights and orna-
ments, light-adorned lamp posts, and of course the Nativity. Every-
where we go, through sights, sounds, and plenty of tastes, we can’t 
escape the message of Emmanuel, God with us. 
 
At the heart of the Old Testament is a selection of verses we are read-
ing today called the ShemaYisrael. Those are the first two words of 
Deuteronomy 6:4, and they literally mean, “Israel, listen up!” 
 
There is beautiful language here about tying the words of God’s law 
on our hands and binding them on our foreheads. Then Moses tells 
the people to write them everywhere—not just on scrolls—but on the 
very doorframes of their houses and on their gates! 
 
I think again of our Christmas decorations and how they fill every 
available space with the message of Advent and Christmas. What 
would it be like throughout the year to be constantly reminded of 
God’s Word? What would it look like for us to festively bind God’s 
Word to our hands, head, and dwelling places? What would it take for 
us to joyfully impress these words upon our children? 
 
Advent comes once a year with lots of festive reminders of its mes-
sage. I invite you to be festive year round with God’s Word made 
flesh, living, breathing, and adorning all of our lives with God’s way, 
truth, and life. 
 
God of all light, as we decorate our homes with Christmas decorations, 
help us to adorn our lives and everywhere we go with the powerful 
truth of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ. May he always remain 
before us and fill our thoughts, words, and deeds. Amen. 
 



Tuesday, December 23, 2014 

Read Philippians 2:1-11 

~  Ralph and Marilyn Betz 

    This season of Advent is when we exclaim "Peace on Earth, Good 
will towards men."  It is sad that this loving spirit isn't with us through-
out the entire year. 
 
     How exciting it is that a baby, being of "the very nature of God" is 
born in such a humble beginning.  Jesus is born to modest parents, in 
an unassuming stable and visited by lowly shepherds. 
 
     This scripture reflects on the humility that we as Christians should 
embrace.  Thinking about how others feel and having compassion cre-
ates in us an attitude that is like-minded with Jesus.  When we are like
-minded with Jesus, then we are one with Him in spirit, purpose and 
service.  This is the love and the excitement that we feel at Christmas. 
  
  

Dear God, 
 
Give me the gift of humility this Christmas.  Help me to share this gift 
as a blessing to others throughout the year.  Remind me to be like-
minded with Jesus through my service and concern for others. 
 
Amen 



Wednesday, December 24, 2014 

Read 1 John 3:16-18 

~  Vickie Whitley, Preschool Director 

LOVE – A simple four letter word but loaded with meaning. We use 

this word so haphazardly. People fall in love and fall out of love every 
day with little or no thought. Our culture almost sets marriages up for 
failure. We have been programmed by the media; we deserve to be 
happy. 
 

But wait, scripture tells a different story. “This is how we know what 
love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.”  Wow, What an example 
of LOVE! I am not sure that I am willing to lay down my life for love, 
but it does open my eyes to how selfish I am.  
 
With my eyes focused on Jesus example of love; I can forgive one 
more time, respond with a kind word, prepare a meal for a family or 

support a charity . 
 
How easy it is to say we love someone, but hard it is to show love with 
actions. With Christ as our example the bar has been set high. Christ’s 
love is not about his needs, but about meeting our needs. Love is not 
about what I get, but what I can   give. Thank goodness…I have a life 
time to work on loving well. 
 

Dear Lord, may I be your hands and feet, showing your love to those I 
meet along my way today. May my words and actions be pleasing to 
you. Thank you for your continual patience as I learn to Love like you.  



Thursday, December 25, 2014 

Read John 1:1-5 

I do not consider myself particularly good at discussing or sharing de-
votional thoughts or feelings. Perhaps it is for this reason that I find 
that I am closest with the presence and love of God when I am in the 
woods, in a field, along a stream or out on a river. For it is in these 
places that I also find there is adequate time to take in what God has 
created and the life he put into it. Here, you can put life itself into the 
incredible context it belongs. All of this is spoken to us with no words 
being actually spoken at all. There is nothing quite like a summer sun-
rise across the water or a winter sunset across a field of snow. I am 
always taken back when someone asks what one could possibly get 
out of rising before dawn to go fishing or even hunting. I think to my-
self if they only knew what they were missing and what the real rea-
son may be that some of us look forward to doing such things. 
 

There is a beautiful, basically hidden shallow bog area off of a creek on 
the Magothy River that is really only accessible through a narrow gut 
by a kayak or canoe, on a higher tide. It is a quiet place between me 
and God and a place where I personally feel I can speak to God if I 
want or need to. Not too long ago, when I was last there, I reflected 
on two instances where God’s love was revealed before me this past 
spring and summer. One was as simple as the everyday interest my 
daughter, Avery had taken with the mother bird that had chosen the 
hanging basket on our front porch for her nest. Each day, Avery 
watched the progress; from the eggs, to the eggs hatching, to the 
baby birds flying away. The second instance was as simple as spending 
two hours with my son, Adam on a sand bar trying to catch minnows 
with soggy Goldfish crackers. 
 

The advent season we now find ourselves in; leading up to the cele-
bration of the birth of Jesus can be ours in every season if we keep our 
eyes, hearts and minds alert for what is before us in God’s creation. 
Our preparation for Christmas, although increasingly hurried and 
sometimes quite intense, is done with a focal point that brings home 
the message in our heart; that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God.  

Continued on next page 



~ Jason Jackson 

Interestingly, if we keep Jesus as the center point, everything else will 
somehow follow and fall into place regardless of the season’s rush. I 
believe there is that one “still moment” each Christmas season (even 
if only ten seconds), where we actually stop ourselves and truly appre-
ciate what this is all about. For that short epiphany of time, everything 
is right with the world even amidst certain realities that the work is 
full of its troubles. This is a love that keeps us going, stands alone and 
has stood the test of time. 
 
Heavenly Father, we strive to keep you at the center of our hearts and 
in all of our preparation. We celebrate the birth of your son, Jesus with 
all the love and wonder. Let us all find that special place that this 
Christmas celebration will be re-discovered, revealed and nurtured 
throughout the year that lies ahead. 
 Amen. 

Thursday, December 25, 2014 continued 


