
your Bible and be prepared 

for updates on several sub-

jects pertaining to the Char-

ter for Racial Justice plus a 

wonderful worship experi-

ence entitled “Listen, Listen, 

Listen!” 

Other upcoming UMW Con-

ference events include the 

Spiritual Growth Retreat 
March 28 & 29 at Lakeview 

Camp and Conference Cen-

ter near Waxahachie with 

Revs. Bob and Judy Hol-

loway; the Young Women’s 

Mission Event and Spa Day 

at Joshua UMC, April 5, de-

signed especially for young 

ladies ages 12 – 22; and the 

UMW Assembly in Louis-

ville, KY April 25 – 27.  We 

can “Make it Happen!” 

I’m looking forward to see-

ing you often in 2014. 

Blessings, Grace and Peace 

in the new year and always, 

 

Linda Hutchings    

CTC UMW President 

Thanksgiving, Advent and 

Christmas are special.  But 

my favorite time of year is 

the beginning of the new 

year.  This is the time to 

start anew, fresh, and turn 

over a new leaf.  Strive to be 

better than the previous 

year – more organized, 

more prayerful, more faith-
ful, and yes, even eat less, 

stress less, exercise more 

and be more healthy.  

Doesn’t it sound wonderful?  

Making plans for the new 

year revs up my engine.  But 

I need to shift into high gear 

to accomplish all of the 

above and stay focused on 

the task at hand. 

I share this with you because 

it’s that time of year.  It’s 

time to put our great plans 

into action!  Remember the 

UMW vision statement: 

Faith, Hope and Love in Ac-

tion.  That’s who we are and 

what we do.  We follow 

Christ’s lead in glorifying 

God and putting faith, hope 

and love into action.  We 

can make all the plans in the 

world but we must then put 

them into action.  We must 

take steps to make positive 

changes come about and we 

can “Make it Happen!”  So 

plan for this wonderful new 

year and then take the steps 

needed to put your plans 

into action. 

Your UMW local organiza-

tion, your district and your 

conference have great plans 

for the new year and they 

include you.  Be sure to take 

advantage of every one of 

the events that you can.  For 

starters there is the Legisla-

tive Event in Austin, January 

26-28 with an optional day 

on January 25.  You can at-

tend each day or register for 

each day individually.  Great 

speakers will motivate you 

on a variety of topics.  Regis-

ter now and prepare to get 

excited! 

Salado UMC is the site for 

the Sing-a-Rainbow Charter 

Event February 22, 2014.You 

will be blessed by the mes-

sage of Clara Ester, a dea-

coness who will share her 

journey including being a 

community organizer in the 

‘60’s.  She was the featured 

speaker at the National 

Leadership Development 

Days Event this year in St. 

Louis and will be coming 

from Mobile, AL.  I hope you 

will make a special effort to 

come and be blessed by her 

message.   Be sure to bring 

 

Linda’s Letter 

C r o s s t i e s 
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We Value 

*Faith 

*Compassion 

*Wellness 

*Affordability 

*Excellence 

*Professionalism 

*Choice 

We value older adults as 

spiritual resources and as 

independent individuals 

with dignity and worth, 

functioning within an 

interdependent community. 

Wesleyan Homes 

Treasurer's Report 
A Note From Your Treasurer- 

I wish I could tell you that our 
conference has met our 2013 
pledge –but, it is too early to 
say that.               

  By now your should have 
made your final pledge pay-
ment to your District Treasur-
er and emptied out all the 
extra money you might have 
by honoring your members 
and friends with cards and 
Special Mission Recognitions. 
You may make final contribu-
tions for 2013 to your District 
Treasurers – I should make 
my final payment by Decem-
ber 31. It is time to turn over 
the books to my successor. 

 Your new treasurer will be 
Betty Foster.  She has been 
the North District’s treasurer 
for several years and is 
knowledgeable in how things 
should operate.  You will be 
in good hands.   

 As I look back on the past 
years as your treasurer, I 
reflect on all the many 
friends I have made, the 
places I have been and 
things I have learned about 
the mission and ministries of 
United Methodist Women 
from my local church and 
throughout the world.  

 There have been many 
changes to the way things 

have “always been done” and I 
think the changes have been 
and will continue to be for the 
better.  More information is 
available from the National 
Office about how your contribu-
tions have been spent, where 
needs have met and where sup-
port continues to be needed. 

Thank you for your continued 
love and support to United 
Methodist Women.  Each one of 
you make mission possible for 
women children and youth 
through your gifts and prayers. 

  

Press On – Christie Roberts 

Wesleyan Homes, Inc. is a 

not-for-profit ministry of 

the United Methodist 

Church. 

Every penny you give to 

their Benevolent Fund goes 

to fully financially assist at-

risk senior adults. 

Your gift ensures that all 

aspects of this ministry will 

continue to be accessible to 

senior adults regardless of 

their ability to pay. 

 

 

Did you know Central Tex-

as Conference (CTC) Unit-

ed Methodist Women 

(UMW) is on the Board of 

Directors to Wesleyan 

Homes, Inc., in 

Georgetown, TX.? 

 

Our Representative is 

SHARON GIBSON. 

 

Sharon’s goal is to keep our 

United Methodist Women 

informed and to ask each 

UMW unit to donate to 

WESLEYAN HOMES, INC., 

at least once a year. 

TO FIND OUT MORE 

ABOUT WESLEYAN 

HOMES, INC. GO TO 

wesleyanhomes.org. 

 

—Sharon Gibson, CTC 

UMW Rep., Wesleyan 

C  R  O  S  S  T  I  E  S  
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26th 
An-
nual 
Unit-

ed Methodist Wom-
en's Legislative 
Event Onward into 
the next quarter-
century! 
UMW Legislative Event registration is 
open! 

As usual, Legislative Event 2014 will 
be packed with expert policy presen-
tations, practical advocacy training, 
conversations with top Texas law-
makers, and time at the Capitol. 

The 2014 Legislative Event will be 
held at our new home, the Austin 
Holiday Inn Midtown (at the old 
Highland Mall). Registration is not 
capped, and in 2013--our first year in 
the new location--attendance topped 
225. There's plenty of room for eve-
ryone...even if you can't stay for the 
whole 3 days. We are offering day 
passes again, and this year for the 
first time we are offering a tour of 
the Capitol led by Texas Impact staff 
on Saturday afternoon before the 
event.  

L E G I S L A T I V E  E V E N T  I S  

N O T  J U S T  F O R  M E T H O D -

I S T  W O M E N !  

UMW Legislative Event welcomes 
women of all faiths who want to 
learn about issues and advocate on 
public policy because of their faithful 
commitment to justice. 

During Legislative Event, UMW mem-

bers vote on their legislative agenda 
for the year. Only UMW members 
may participate in the voting, but all 
other portions of the event are 
open to all registrants. 

L E G I S L A T I V E  E V E N T  I S  

A F F O R D A B L E !  

We don't want price to be a barrier. 
If you would like to attend Legisla-
tive Event but need a scholarship, 
please contact Sue Sidney, Legisla-
tive Event Chair, at suesid-
ney@aceweb.com. 

L E G I S L A T I V E  E V E N T  

R E G I S T R A T I O N  I S  

O N L I N E !  

Visit http://
txumw2014.eventbrite.com to reg-
ister now! 

L E G I S L A T I V E  E V E N T  

2 0 1 4  A G E N D A  ( S U B J E C T  

T O  C H A N G E )  

Wondering about the agenda struc-
ture? Sunday's sessions are focused 
on projects and programs you can 
do, and local or regional issues and 
opportunities. Monday's sessions 
are focused on state legislative is-
sues. Tuesday we'll go to the Capitol 
and visit legislative offices. 

Check back often for new details! 

.Saturday, January 25, 2014 

2PM Tour of the Texas Capitol and 
refreshments at a nearby landmark 

Sunday, January 26 

1:00-6:00pm REGISTRATION 

1:00-1:30pm ORIENTATION 

1:30-3:00pm BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

3:00-4:15pm BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

4:30-5:45pm BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

6:30-8:30pm  DINNER & KEYNOTE 

8:30-10pm SOCIAL PRINCIPLES DISCUSSION 
(optional) 

Monday, January 27 

8:30-9:00am PRAISE AND ANNOUNCE-
MENTS 

9:00-10:00am PLENARY 1 

10:00-10:30am BREAK 

10:30-11:30am PLENARY 2 

12:00-1:00 LUNCH  

1:30-2:30pm PLENARY 3 

2:30-3:30 PLENARY 4 

3:30-4:00pm BREAK 

4:00-5:00 CONFERENCE CAUCUSES* 

5:00-6:00pm BREAK 

6:00 SILENT AUCTION CLOSES 

6:00-7:30pm DINNER 

7:30pm LOBBY TRAINING 

Tuesday, January 28 

8:00-9:00am TRAVEL TO CAPITOL FOR LOB-
BY VISITS 

9:00-11:30am LEGISLATIVE VISITS** 

11:30am CLOSING SESSION (CAPITOL AUDI-
TORIUM) 

. 

http://txumw2014.eventbrite.com
http://txumw2014.eventbrite.com
http://txumw2014.eventbrite.com
http://txumw2014.eventbrite.com


 

Sing A Rainbow 

Listen, Listen, Listen! 
 

Deaconess Clara Ester shares her Journey. 
 

February 22, 2014 
Salado UMC 
650 Royal St. 

Salado, TX 76571 
 

Registration begins at 9am with Light Refreshments, 
 UMW Resources, Silent Auction & Fellowship. 

Gather with Song at 9:45. 
Program begins at 10am.  Bring your Bible.  

Bring “Food for the Road” to share for lunch & Silent Auction items. 

 
REGISTRATION FORM 

 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
District: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Need child care? _____________ If so, please bring a sack lunch for each child. 
 
Names and ages of children: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

To register: Register online at ctcumw.org. or mail this form to registrar: 

Darlene Alfred, 2811 Chisolm Trail, Salado, TX 76571 or call 254-624-4685 or  

email: dralfred@earthlink.net. 

 

Google Salado UMC for directions.  I-35 is under construction so allow extra time for travel.  Sala-
do is about 2 and ½ hours from Fort Worth and 30 minutes from Georgetown.  Overnight lodging 
suggestions: Stagecoach Inn 254-947-5111, 

Best Western 254-947-4001, Holiday Inn Express 254-947-4004 or any local B & B. 

mailto:dralfred@earthlink.net


 

Young Women’s Event 
 

Designed especially for ages 12 – 22 

April 5, 2014, 10am – 2pm 

First UMC of Joshua 

114 Paula Dr. 

Joshua TX 76058 

 

Name _________________________________ 

 

Address _______________________________ 

 

Email _________________________________ 

 

Phone _________________________________                        

 

Church ________________________________ 

 
Mail or email registration to Jennifer Higgins, 

511 Cooper Lane, Joshua, TX 76058 

k4j@sbcglobal.net 

 

Adult helpers are also needed.  Please let us know if you can assist. 

 

Check one: Young woman __ Adult Assistant__ 

mailto:k4j@sbcglobal.net
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Bus to Assembly 

Young Women’s Event 
Come and join young women 
from all over the conference 
as we participate in the Great 
Day of Service 2014. We’ll do 
a service project  within the 
community, and then break 
for lunch. After lunch, the 
girls will be served by Central 
Texas Conference United 
Methodist Women. 

 Girls, come prepared to 
work and then be pampered 
with manicures and pedi-
cures!! There will be Swag 
Bags and door prizes!! 

Lunch and snacks will be pro-
vided by the United Method-
ist Women on FUMC Joshua. 
This is a FREE event. Please 

register so that we can be 
sure there are enough good-
ies for all. 

 

So far there are 34 individu-
als who have expressed 
interest in taking the bus to 
Assembly. There are still 
seats available so talk it up 
among your local units and 
circles. The bus route 
affords us safe and enjoya-
ble travel to one of the 
most anticipated UMW 
events! We need 50 pas-
sengers to fill up the bus.  

 

The round trip cost is $190, 
a $40 deposit is required 
and the balance will be due 
by February 15, 2014.  

Central Texas Conference 
Bus To Assembly 2014  

MAKE IT HAPPEN 

April 24 - 27, 2014 Louis-
ville, KY 

If you've never been to 
Assembly, let's MAKE IT 
HAPPEN! 

If you've never missed an 
Assembly, then don't miss 
this one, let's MAKE IT 
HAPPEN!  

If you've never been to 
Kentucky and want to see 
the country side, then 
come on, let's MAKE IT 
HAPPEN! 

Contact your Assembly Bus 
Committee for more infor-
mation to reserve your seat 
on the bus today. 

 

Judith Graham   

 nanajudygra-
ham@msn.com 

Barbara Green    

 g8bar@aol.com 

Billie Ray     

 billie.ray@att.net 

 

 

 

 

C  R  O  S  S  T  I  E  S  

mailto:nanajudygraham@msn.com
mailto:nanajudygraham@msn.com
mailto:g8bar@aol.com
mailto:billie.ray@att.net


Make It Happen: Faith, Hope and Love in Action 

At the 2014 Assembly, we will celebrate, share sisterhood and remind one another how faith hope and love in action turns the impossible 

into reality every day. In more than 100 workshops women will help one another reach new heights in spiritual growth; develop leadership 

skills; cultivate new ways to strengthen our mission work; and learn more about environmental sustainability and best practices for incorpo-

rating these principles into our daily lives when we return home. 

 

Early Registration for Assembly 2014  
Women from around the country, mission partners from across the globe and even different faith backgrounds are planning to be present at 

the 19th quadrennial Assembly of United Methodist Women, April 25-27, at the Kentucky International Convention Center in Louisville, 

Ky. Early online registration opened Aug. 1 and will continue until Nov. 30. 

  

Incentive Plans for Groups Attending Assembly  

While planning your trip, be aware of the incentive plans designed to make it easier for groups to come to Assembly. The Youth and Young 

Person Group Rate waives registration fees for leaders who bring 10 or more young women 35 years old and under. The New to Assembly 

Group Incentive Rate waives the registration fee for the first 200 women who register 10 new persons to Assembly. 

 

Come Early: April 24, 2014 

You may want to come a day earlier, April 24, to be a part of the Ubuntu Day of Service within and around the Louisville, Ky., area. A Limit-

less reunion will also take place April 24 for the young women and allies who attended the Limitless: Redefine Tomorrow event in August 

2012. Opportunities for new young women to join Limitless will be offered throughout Assembly.  

https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/Registration/StepRegInfo.jsp?ActivityID=9547&StepNumber=1
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/news/events/item/index.cfm?id=1143
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/news/events/item/index.cfm?id=1143
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/news/events/item/index.cfm?id=1143
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/news/events/item/index.cfm?id=1143
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/news/articles/item/index.cfm?id=1191


Elizabeth, Katherine, Caroline and 
David. Preceded in death by her hus-
band of 51 years Charles L. and 
brother Dwight E. Kleist, Jr. 

A life-long lover of music, Bette re-
ceived a scholarship to the Philadel-
phia Conservatory of Music as a vo-
calist. A graduate of Glassboro State 
College and a former elementary 
school teacher in Collingswood, 
Bette spent most of her life as a 
homemaker in Haddon Township, NJ. 
In addition to responsibilities in the 
PTA and AAUW and volunteering at 
the polls, she served as Scout leader 
and room mother and was also very 
involved in her church prior to mov-
ing to Cadbury in Cherry Hill. 

 In lieu of flowers, contributions may 
be made to Emmanuel United Meth-
odist Church, 21 East Cedar Avenue, 

To: United Methodist Women Mem-
bers, Staff, Special Friends, Presidents, 
Communications Coordinators and 
United Methodist Board General Secre-
taries  

 The United Methodist Women, nation-
al office, has learned of the death of G. 
Elizabeth “Bette” Olson, mother of 
Harriett Jane Olson, General Secretary/
CEO, which occurred Sunday morning, 
January 5, 2014.   

 Services will be held on Thursday, Jan-
uary 9, 2014 at Emmanuel United 
Methodist Church, 21 East Cedar Ave-
nue, Oaklyn, NJ at 11 a.m. 

 G. Elizabeth ‘Bette’ Olson, 86 

On January 5. Survived by sisters Dor-
othea H. Rowden and Shirley J. Burch 
and her children Harriett Jane, Chuck 
(Janet) and Ann, and grandchildren 

Oaklyn, NJ 08107 or the Legacy Fund 
of United Methodist Women in care 
of United Methodist Women, Room 
1504, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, 
NY 10115. 

 Messages of condolence may be sent 
to Harriett at United Methodist Wom-
en, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1504, 
New York, NY  10115.  Please keep 
Harriett and her family in your pray-
ers. 

 Blessings, 

 Linda C. Douglas 

Staff Recording Secretary, Office of 
the General Secretary/CEO 

United Methodist Women, National 
Office 

 

 

Notice of Death 


