
THE ONENESS OF ALL THINGS – AND THE INTERCONNECTED WEB OF EXISTENCE 
(inspired by the sermon, “The Oneness of All Things”, preached by Reverend Carolyn Patierno, November 4, 2012) 

   

OPENING WORDS & CHALICE LIGHTING: 

We belong to this world.  

The web of life is calling us forth at this time.  

We’ve come a long way and are here to play our part  

through the strength of our hearts and our love for life. 
~Joanne Macy and Christopher Johnstone 

 

PURPOSE: We come together to build connections and to talk about what deeply matters. 

     

CHECK IN:    What you share may be about your physical or spiritual health, cares or concerns for loved ones, 

issues you are facing.  What are you leaving behind to be here today? 

 

READING OF GROUP COVENANT 

   

FOCUS:  The Oneness of All Things – And the Interconnected Web of Existence 

Each person in the group speaks uninterrupted; if time remains, general response and conversation are welcome.   

 

“We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote: 

Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.” – our 7
th

 UU Principle 

                                 

“We stand at an evolutionary crossroads, and we, collectively, could turn either way. Our own choices are part of 

that turning. … When our central organizing priority becomes the well-being of all life, then what happens through 

us is the recovery of our world.” ~Macy and Johnstone 

 

“In the book, “Active Hope: How to Face the Mess We’re in without Going Crazy”, by Macy and Johnstone, the 

authors lay out the ways we’ve gotten ourselves into this mess and it all seems to circle back to one deadly sin: 

greed. We want more. And because we want more, we have diminished the Earth … her precious resources.”  
~from Rev. Patierno’s sermon. “The Oneness of All Things” 

 

“We are one. Don’t forget. We are one.” ~from Rev. Patierno’s sermon, “The Oneness of All Things” 
 

Questions for Discussion 

1. How do you understand our 7
th

 principle and how do you apply it in your own life? 

2. Do you have central organizing principles or priorities in your own life? 

3. How have you experienced “greed” in your life (your own life or others close to you)? 

4. Rev. Patierno repeated the phrase, “We are one” several times in her sermon.  Are there times when you 

have felt that this is true?  Times you have felt this has not been true for you? 

5. Do you feel hopeful that through your own actions you can aid the recovery of the world? 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY CHECK: Is there anything that you shared here today that you would like held confidential? 

Otherwise, this is a reminder that we treat each other’s sharing with kindness and respect.   

 

CLOSING WORDS:   

Small as is our whole system compared with the infinitude of creation 

Brief as is our life compared with the cycles of time 

We are so tethered to all by the beautiful dependencies of law 

That not only the sparrow’s fall is felt to the uttermost bound  

but the vibrations set in motion by the words that we utter 

reach through all space and the tremor is felt through all time. 
~Maria Mitchell, from Singing the Living Tradition, #537  

 


