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As most of you may know by now, Kathy and I have left the Solomon Islands and returned to the United 
States. Kathy left the field on January 7th due to health issues that could only be addressed in the US.  At the 
time, we believed that she would return to the States for treatment and return with me in late July. Kathy’s 
health issues were more serious than what we had initially anticipated, and we later learned she would not be 
able to return to the field. Therefore, I have had to return to assist her during her medical treatment. We seek 
your prayers as I have stepped down as Calvary MBC’s missionary to the Solomon Islands.  By way of review, 
I would like to give a report of our mission work, and thank those who have been, and are so supportive of this 
effort.  

The Lord burdened our heart for the South Pacific for a very long time. A few years ago, I was made aware of 
the need for a seminary in Vanuatu and later in the Solomon Islands. The Lord closed the door on Vanuatu but 
opened one in the Solomon Islands. Calvary MBC in Idabel, OK agreed to become my sending church in 
February 2012, and we made two survey trips (July 2012 & February 2013) to assess the need of a seminary 
school there. 

I had, what I thought was, a brilliant plan to facilitate a distance-learning seminary in cooperation with Texas 
Baptist Institute (TBI). It was a great plan - for only about two days into our first survey trip. The English and 
computer skills of most of the pastors were inadequate, both of which, are obvious requirements for an 
internet-based distance-learning curriculum. In addition, the technological infrastructure is unreliable in the 
Solomon Islands. The capital city of Honiara often has long periods when electricity is out of service, and the 
internet is slower than dialup. I try to remember there are two plans: the one I have, and the one the Lord has 
for us. When the two plans conflict, it is time to go with the Lord’s plan. 

Calvary MBC decided the best approach for a seminary school would be a traditional school with a classroom: 
one that provided direct instruction of the student/pastors who would travel to Auki in Malaita Province. I knew 
this would be a difficult environment in which to work, but I believed we could manage the difficulties.  

I learned a great deal about how immigration worked over the 4 months it took to obtain residence visas for 
Kathy and me; it was an unnecessarily long period of time. Corruption is a way of life in all governments; some 
are just more sophisticated than others. In the Solomon Islands, foreigners who try to process their own paper 
work through the Ministry of Immigration are frustrated at every turn by countless details.   If a local “agent” is 
employed (a nominal fee of about $200 USD), the process only takes 3 to 4 weeks. The problem is that no one 
likes to talk about how the corruption really works, so it is left up to the ignorant foreigner, like me, to figure it 
out!  Sometimes you just have to laugh to keep from crying.  Lesson learned: hire locals to take care of 
government issues. They know the system and the people. 

In the very short six months that we were in the islands, Kathy and I were able to locate a “western” style, two-
story house that was suitable for residence and the school.  God used Bro. Ethan Daoau, pastor of L.D. 
Foreman MMBC, to find the place for us. It is a great location, and the landlord was willing to work with us in 
upgrading the house with a few very expensive additions.  

Water is only available from the government system for a few hours (2-4) each day. After a heavy rain, the 
water looked more like strong tea than water. So now, a new water storage tank now provides clean rainwater 
collected from the metal roof of the house. 

Electric services are expensive and only available in a very small area of the island. Most people use solar 
panels and 12 volt lights because the vast majority have no electricity of any kind. Propane is available, per 
unit, and is actually cheaper to use than electricity, which is produced by burning fuel oil. Generators are 



sometimes used by churches to power their sounds systems; consequently, petrol (gasoline) is just under 
$9.00 USD per gallon. While in North Malaita, it is $14.00 USD per gallon due to shipping costs. 

Insects are not a big problem in that they are not as numerous as I was accustomed to in South Arkansas, but 
mosquitoes do carry malaria and dengue fever, which are big problems; therefore, mosquito nets over bedding 
are a must. Most insects were unfamiliar to us, so we didn’t know what was harmful, or benign. The spiders 
were the largest and most frightening I have ever seen, but they were not dangerous.  In fact, they are helpful 
in reducing flying insects. That being said, Kathy was allergic to a very small insect of some sort that inflicted 
painful bites over large portions of her body.  It’s been a little over a month since her return, and she is still 
recovering from the bites. 

Medical service in the Solomon Islands is free, unless you go to a for-profit clinic. One merely waits for hours to 
see a doctor and then waits more hours to get the medication, which costs you nothing.  Most of the medical 
expenses are paid for by Australia, and other industrialized nations, who have an interest in making sure the 
population is healthy. The problem with the health system is that the doctors and nurses are usually poorly 
trained, poorly paid, unequipped, and over worked. This is typical of socialized health care systems worldwide.  

There are long lines for almost everything. Customer service is not a big concern because there are few 
options and very little competition for business. The Solomon Island people are patient simply because there is 
no alternative. Some of the medications we needed were simply unavailable because they are either too 
expensive for hospitals to stock, or they are not a high priority for most patients. Unfortunately, this is not what 
we were told before our departure. 

Going into the Solomon Islands required a great deal of material support, some of which could only come from 
the US.  To purchase imported materials in the Solomon Islands would be outrageously expensive, so it was 
understood early on that we would be wise to ship a large container with our furniture, transportation, kitchen 
utensils, Bibles, reference books, and office equipment.  In addition, we were told to bring American made 
solar panels, because the Chinese products sold there were seriously inferior. Chain saws would be essential 
in future construction efforts to build a permanent school facility. God provided Bro. Joel Meredith, Director of 
World Wide Literature and Missionary Supply in Hamburg, Arkansas to facilitate the movement of those 
materials.  Bro. Joel is a “prince among men” who assisted us in this effort. God blessed us using Bro. Joel, 
and I ask for God’s continued blessing on him and his wife, Sis. Francis. 

Unlike the challenges we faced at immigration, God sent us an experienced man from Newport MBC, Honiara.  
Bro. Wesley Talonga processes documents to receive containers from overseas for a local college.  He offered 
his service and refused all offers to compensate him for his efforts.  He would not accept reimbursement for his 
transportation costs, nor would he even allow me to buy him a meal.  His efforts were instrumental in getting 
the materials cleared through customs at a minimal cost. The Lord truly blessed us with the right man at the 
right time.  

Churches of the American Baptist Association provided a wealth of materials and supplies that are in place 
now for a school to begin. It could not be anything, short of the hand of God, which brought these things to 
pass.  I am both honored and humbled to have taken part in preparing the materials that will allow a seminary 
school to be founded in the Solomon Islands. The establishment of a seminary school has been a prayer of the 
Missionary Baptist Churches of the Solomon Islands for a very long time. 

In these few paragraphs, I cannot possibly convey the difficulties of moving onto a foreign field, in which, we 
had no experience. Being first always has a steep learning curve, and we paid a high price: financially, 
physically, and personally.   

Kathy and I are healing. This mission effort is more important than any one person. It was about answering the 
prayers of a people half a world away. I am a servant, and I served eagerly. I thank God that He allowed me 
the opportunity to serve Him in this capacity.  



The pastors and preachers of the Solomon Islands, who invested their time, and effort, are to be commended. 
There are those who continue to “hold the fort” until a new missionary (or missionaries) can come onto the field 
and take up the work. As I told a gathering of the faithful at the home of Bro. Samuel Fangata, the Principal of 
King George V secondary school, “I feel a lot like John the Baptist.” I came to prepare the material for the one 
who would come after me and do an even greater work. 

I have found through prayer, Bible study, and the good counsel of my sending pastor, Bro. Doug Clements, I 
have not failed if I did the job God sent me to do. God knew how all this would play out before we started. He 
knew we could not stay very long, but we could do something no one else had done.  Therefore, He allowed us 
to start the process of building a seminary school in the Solomon Islands to the honor and glory of God. 

Bro. Doug is scheduled to return to the Solomon Islands in the near future. He expects to remain there for 
about 2-3 weeks to assess the situation and make plans to secure the physical assets of the school until a 
missionary can arrive on the field. He plans to visit with the churches, pastors, and future students to 
communicate the plans for the seminary school.  He’ll also be seeking input from the Solomon Island pastors 
and church leaders as to the best way to move forward with SIMBSS. We seek your prayers and support in 
this matter. 

I continue to communicate with the pastors and people I met in the Solomon Islands. I recently received this 
email from a brother who is originally from the Philippines and now works as an electrical engineer for Solomon 
Sheet Steel. I will let him speak in his own words (with no corrections): 

“Hello Pastor Mitchel, I know that you already home  with Sister Cathy. 
I just want to say thank you so much for your time and effort that spend with the Solomon people. You 
are indeed a great blessing and an answer to their prayers for a long time. I know it's hard for you a nd 
your wife to stay and work here in Solomon Island a s a missionary. But because God is calling you and 
did not promise an easy life but promise that He wi ll not leave us nor forsake us, encourage and 
strengthen us, you follow and endured the difficult ies of situation here in Solomon. 
 
Personally you are a blessing to me because I reall y enjoy much listening to your messages and, also 
when we get acquainted in some instances as if we k new each other for a long time. I really enjoy 
talking and sharing with you. 
 
I feel so sad and dismayed when you announced the n ews that your going back to US and tell about 
the condition of sister Cathy, besides you no longe r the director of the seminary. But as you said, ju st 
like John the Baptist, you prepare the way and some body will take the charge, the work of the Lord 
must go on. 
At least you experience how hard the way of living here, and I hope you enjoy the driving and the 
summer all year round here, (hehehe). 
 
Pastor I know that it will be hard for you to come back, still we continue to pray and hope that somed ay 
we'll meet again in God's time and Lord willing. If  you cannot come, then I will come to you, (just 
joking) 
 
Until then Pastor, I love you and we miss you so mu ch. 
 
In Christ alone, 
Bro. Ricardo Ramos” 
 
Please continue to remember the people of the Solomon Islands, and those dedicated workers who labor 
under difficult conditions.   
 
Clyde “Butch” Mitchell 
 


