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Transferred Out: 
 

Carolina Armstrong 
St. Michael and All Angels, Dallas 

 
 

Baptisms: 
 

November 6, 2012 
Samuel Willis White, Jr. 

son of Priscilla Idella Jones White and Samuel W. White, Sr. 
 

November 11, 2012 
Betty Nicole Rae Shattuck 

daughter of Rob and Lynne Shattuck 

 DEACON DEADLINE—December 10th 

 Parish Dinner, every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 

 L.I.F.E., every Wednesday at 6:45 p.m. 

 Deck the Tables, December 1 at 10:00 a.m. 

 Missions Presentation, December 2 at 10:30 a.m. 

 AMNET & Lawsuit Update, December 9 at 10:30 
a.m. 

 Lessons & Carols, December 9 at 6:00 p.m. 

 Community Christmas Concert, December 14 at 7:30 
p.m. 

 Jesse Tree, December 16 

 Shepherd’s Walk, December 23 

 Angel of Giving, December  2, 9, 16 
Distribution, December 23 

The Deacon is a monthly publication of St. Vincent’s Cathedral in 
the Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth.  ©2012  All rights re-
served.  Comments, suggestions and offers to volunteer on future 
issues are encouraged. 

Editor:  Ron Turner, stvcdeacon@yahoo.com 

Publisher:  The Very Rev. Ryan S. Reed, SSC, Dean of St. Vin-
cent’s Cathedral 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
1300 Forest Ridge Drive 
Bedford, Texas 76022 
Telephone:  817-354-7911 
www.stvincentscathedral.org 

THE DEACON 

The deadline for submitting articles or content for publica-
tion in The Deacon is the 15th day of each month.  

Send items to:  
stvcdeacon@yahoo.com 

THE LITTLE DEACON 

Deadline for prayer requests and announcements for Sun-
day’s The Little Deacon each week is at noon on Thurs-
day. Send items to Deacon Wade (kwade@sves.org) and 
Jane Bauch (jbauch@sves.org). 

We always welcome any ideas, suggestions or com-
ments on the content of this monthly publication.  
The purpose of The Deacon is to communicate, edu-
cate and inform the ever-growing community of St. 
Vincent’s. 

Please feel free to contact the Editor at stvcdea-
con@yahoo.com.  

Office Closures 
The Cathedral Office will be closed on December 24th at 
12:00 noon and remain closed through Friday, December 
28th, on December 31st at 12:00 noon and January 1st. 

The office will reopen on January 2nd. 

Cover:  The Nativity, Martin Schongauer ca. 1447-1491, oil on 
panel c.1480, Gemäldegalerie der Staatlichen Museen, Berlin. 

mailto:kwade@sves.org
mailto:jbauch@sves.org
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 PRAYER FOR COURTS OF JUSTICE (BCP 

821) 

We pray for strength and wisdom for our legal team and for 
the justices, against confusion and every stumbling block, for 
God’s will to be done and His name to be glorified. 

Almighty God, who sittest in the throne judging right: We 
humbly beseech thee to bless the courts of justice and the magis-
trates in all this land; and give unto them the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, that they may discern the truth, and impar-
tially administer the law in the fear of thee alone; through him 
who shall come to be our Judge, thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

ADVENT NOTES AND NEWS 

During the Four Sundays of Advent, we will be using Rite 1 
at all three services.  Please note that the responses change to 
the Collect and the Gospel.   The Theme of Advent is one of 
preparation.  We prepare to hear again the Good News of 
Christ’s Incarnation.  We also prepare for the Second Coming 
of Christ.  Advent has been called “a little lent.”  Please con-
sider taking on additional prayer time, personal Bible study, 
and even Alms Giving.  If you wish to make your Confession, 
please contact one of the priests.  The Sunday School program 
will be asking for an Advent offering which will go to La Gran 
Familia Orphanage in Mexico. 

In Advent, we are called to be prepared.  This is a good time 
to consider filling out a parish funeral information form.  You 
may contact the office to pick up the forms and schedule a 
time with one of the clergy to work through them.  You are 
also encouraged to update your will and medical power of 
attorney.  We can recommend attorneys in the parish who 
can assist you with these.  

Christmas services are an easy time to invite friends, neigh-
bors, or family to worship at St. Vincent’s.  Please consider 
who you might invite! 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE TIMES 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

5:00 p.m. Family service and children’s 
 homily 

7:30 p.m. Eucharist and Sermon 

10:30 p.m. Hymns and Carols 

11:00 p.m. Midnight Candlelight Mass and 
 Sermon by Bishop Iker 

 CHRISTMAS DAY 

10:00 a.m. Eucharist and Sermon with 
 Hymns 

Flower  

Calendar 
Just a reminder to all who have 
donated altar flowers during the 
year and have not paid the $40 
donation!  Checks are made 
payable to St. Vincent’s, marked FLOWERS, on the check. 

The Cathedral Choir 
will present the annu-
al Advent Festival of 
Lessons and Carols on 
Sunday, December 9, 
at 6:00 p.m., with 
lessons read by repre-
sentatives of St. Vin-
cent’s ministries. This 
service gathers together many of the themes of Advent found 
in Old Testament scripture lessons, leading up to the miracle 
of Christmas. The congregation joins in singing our favorite 
Advent hymns. The service resembles a mini-course in all 
things Advent, wrapped up in a most attractive package! 

The service of Nine Lessons with Carols was first drawn up 
by Archbishop Benson when he was Bishop of Truro for use 
in that Cathedral. It was later simplified and modified for use 
in King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, in 1918 by its then 
Dean, the Very Rev. Eric Milner-White. It was drawn up as a 
Christmas service, but the need for an Advent Carol Service 
soon became apparent, though there was no generally accept-
ed form of service. In 1970, the Rev. David Edwards, Dean 
of King’s College, drew up the order of service that we use, 
and wrote the Bidding Prayer. The many recordings of the 
service made on vinyl by the King’s College Choir, and the 
annual telecasts from the chapel, have made it one of the 
most popular and widely-accepted observances of the season 
among Anglicans and other Christians. 



 

 

December 2012  Page 4 

STEWARDSHIP 366 

FOLLOW-UP 

As of Nov 12th when I am writing 
this, we have had a wonderful 
response to the Stewardship Cam-
paign. Our goal for 2013 is 200 
pledges which is just 8 more than 
2012! To date we have received 
70% of the goal and I know more 
will be coming in before you read 
this. Please consider your part in 
“Making Jesus known in all that 
we do” at St. Vincent’s and in 
your own personal life by making 
a pledge for 2013. Pledge cards 
are on the web page, in the nar-
thex, or Peter Kane can mail you 
one (pkane@sves.org). 

mailto:pkane@sves.org


 

 

You will notice our financial performance for the month of October.  I would like to point out that we have approximately 8% 
($49,204) of our operating fund income that comes from Loose Checks (non-pledges).  If you are one of these people, please prayer-
fully consider filling out a pledge card so that we have a better idea of income for planning the 2013 Cathedral activities. 
 
An observation from a first time attendee of our Diocesan Convention - Our Diocese is doing many great things, definitely God’s 
work, throughout the region and the world.  You would not know (except for the update provided during the convention) that we are 
under attack from the national church by the associated lawsuit.  Thanks to everyone from St. Vincent’s, especially the Mission Team, 
that made this convention a huge success.  
 
 Keep in mind the true meaning of the Advent season – Preparing for the celebration of the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  I am 
hopeful that everyone has a wonderful holiday season and that you and your family are kept safe. 
 

Don Young, Sr. Warden 
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October Financial Statement 

Operating Fund Actual Budget 
October 

October 
Variance 

2012 YTD 
Actual 

2012 YTD 
Budget 

YTD 
Variance 

Pre-Paid 
Pledges 

   31,900 31,900  

Pledge  
Payments 

55,399 57,284 (1,885) 552,679 572,843 (20,163) 

Loose Checks 
(non-pledges) 

2,125 4,167 (2,042) 49,204 41,667 7,537 

Plate Cash Offer-
ings 

546 917 (371) 7,857 9,167 (1,310) 

Total 58,070 62,368 (4,298) 641,641 655,576 (13,935) 

Other Funds       

Capital Expense 
Fund (DMR) 

2,628 2,827 (199) 34,781 28,271 6,510 

Mortgage Fund 8,520 7,443 1,077 68,173 74,425 (6,252) 

ST. VINCENT’S QUILTERS 

The St. Vincent’s Quilters continue to meet on the first Mon-
day of each month. This month, we will meet December 3rd 
in the Parish Hall at 6:00 p.m. Come join the fun. For more 
information, contact Jan Turner at jaturner@flash.net. 

Dear Parish Family, 

Thank you for your thoughts and 
prayers during the passing of my 
Dad. He is now resting in peace 
with our Lord and Savior. We are 
so blessed to be part of a wonder-

ful and supportive family. Our loss was much lighter and 
much more bearable because of your love. 

Barbara & Wilson Kakembo 

mailto:jaturner@flash.net?subject=St.%20Vincent's%20Quilters
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JOY AT HIS COMING:   

THE MESSAGE OF ADVENT 

By Fr. Foster 

Gaudete in Domino semper: iterum dico, gaudete. “Rejoice in the 
Lord always. I say again, rejoice!” Modestia vestra nota sit omni-
bus hominibus. Dominus prope est. “Let your gentleness be noted 
by all people. The Lord is near!” In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

These are the words that give the third Sunday in Advent its 
name—Gaudete Sunday, "Rejoice Sunday." Since at least 750 
AD (and probably for centuries before that date) Benedictine 
monks have begun Mass on that Sunday by chanting this mar-
velous command from the fourth chapter of St. Paul’s letter to 
the Philippians: Be joyful in the Lord! On Gaudete Sunday 
Christians around the world light the rose Advent candle and 
preparations for the great Feast of our Lord’s Incarnation take 
on a more festive tone.  

The monks in the early Middle Ages who first gave us 
“Rejoicing” Sunday understood something important encoded 
in John the Baptist's message that One who is mightier than 
him was coming: Advent is about paradox. At Christmas we 
will celebrate the piercing of the veil between Heaven and 
earth, when the sovereign Lord of the cosmos became one of 
His own creatures, united with us in joy and suffering by His 
own human flesh. We shall hear the familiar story again, a 
story that never grows old with retelling. God’s mighty arms, 
accustomed to swirling galaxies, will be bound in swaddling 
clothes. God the Son, serenaded from the dawn of creation by 
choirs of angels, will doze to his mother’s lullaby. The Source 
of Life will render Himself vulnerable to death on our behalf, 
the wood of the manger foreshadowing the wood of His cross, 
the cave of His birth echoing the tomb of His burial. We can’t 
help but tremble with joy as we contemplate such awesome, 
boundless grace! Rejoice, indeed, my friends. 

But that is not our only cause for joy as we progress through 
Advent. God’s Holy Word written promises that a day will 
come when our Lord will once again make His home among 
mortals. Every knee in Heaven, and on earth, and under the 
earth will bow to Him and every tongue will confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord. The glory of God will light up the world and 
the nations will walk by its light. And the God-who-is-with-us 
will wipe every tear from our eyes. “Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying will be no more.” The entire Universe 
will gaze in adoration upon Christ’s radiant scars and know 
that nothing will ever triumph over the boundless Love of 
God. Perfect joy. Perfect peace. Soon, my dear brothers and 
sisters, it will come very soon! 

Unfortunately, the fallen world which you and I inhabit scoffs 
at such thoughts. The same voices that shouted down the 
prophets of ancient Israel and taunted our Lord Jesus on the  

cross still call out today—“realistic” voices, cynical voices, 
voices of despair and emptiness. “You don’t really believe all 
that baloney in the Bible, do you?” they ask. “If your Christ 
really is coming back why is He taking so long?” If only these 
sad people could comprehend just a fraction of the eternal 
glory that lay in that manger at Bethlehem, if they could see 
the love of God pouring out of Christ’s wounds on Calvary 
instead of just innocent Blood, if they could only glimpse the 
scale of the victory over sin and death won by the rolling 
stone of Easter morning, their doubts would be quieted and 
their hearts would be opened. You and I have to tell them. 
We must tell them that God is faithful and just, and His 
promises are true. But more than that: you and I must show 
them today the Love of God first manifest two millennia ago 
in the Babe of Bethlehem. 

Advent is not simply about preparing ourselves for the glories 
of the Christ Mass. It is also about preparing ourselves to be 
living, breathing icons of the divine love that shows forth 
from the Nativity. Christ, the perfect icon of God’s love, 
must increase within us, if we are to "bring the Lord near" an 
age that desperately needs to see Him. That is the second 
meaning behind the Baptist’s pronouncement: "He must in-
crease, but I must decrease." Not only is John telling us that 
his celebrity status must diminish as Christ's ascends, he is 
also saying that the me inside of me—the “old man” as St. 
Paul calls it, our fallen human nature—must fade away as the 
image of Christ forms itself deep within my heart. For to bor-
row a phrase from St. Paul: “It is no longer I who lives, but 
Christ who lives within me.” He must increase and I must 
decrease until I become His image—His icon—in a world 
that needs to see Him more than words can express. 

That is, of course, a very tall order. I know only too well how 
poorly I reflect the image of divine Love. How is this trans-
formation to come about? In First Thessalonians St. Paul links 
constant prayer, unfeigned thankfulness, and a discerning 
spirit—a spirit able to choose the good and abstain from eve-
ry form of evil--with a sanctification of our bodies, souls, and 
spirits--a "making holy" that will render them “sound and 
blameless” at the coming of the Lord, fully restored images of 
the perfect humanity of the Word made flesh. This funda-
mental renewal of our natures can only be the work of the 
Faithful One who calls us, the God of Peace who sanctifies. 
For as John the Baptist reminds us this morning, “No one can 
receive anything except what is given him from Heaven.” 
Such is God’s gracious will in Christ Jesus for us. No wonder 
Paul exhorts us to “give thanks in all circumstances” and to 
“rejoice always.” What other response could we possibly have 
to such unmerited generosity on the part of our Creator and 
Redeemer than limitless joy and boundless gratitude? 
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Diocesan Legal Defense Fund 

Rather than depend on just a few families to cover the costs 
of the litigation against the diocese, it is hoped that each con-
cerned member of the Diocese will want to contribute to 
these rising expenses at this time. Thank you for your consid-
eration of this important need, as well as your prayers. 

Blessings, Bishop Iker 

To send support to the Diocesan Legal Defense Fund, please make 
checks out to: Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth (Be sure to put ATTN: 
Rt. Rev. Iker in lower left corner of any check) Mail to: Episcopal 
Diocese of Fort Worth, 2900 Alemeda St., Fort Worth, TX 76018 

NEXT MONTH!  FR. CANTRELL’S NEW 

SERIES OF CLASSES IN BASIC CHRISTI-

ANITY 

We are planning to begin on Sunday, January 27th, meeting in 
the school Library at 10:45 a.m. The classes will usually last 
from one and a half to two hours.  

These classes are for you! It is for you even if you are a long 
time member of St. Vincent’s. A number of Vestry members, 
present and past, have attended. And a number of those 
members who are especially regular in church and in parish 
leadership have attended, not to mention many who have 
recently become members of St. Vincent’s through baptism, 
confirmation, and/or transfer. 

When you try it you will like it! 

This 25 week course of instruction in basic Christianity is 
intended for those adults who are preparing for baptism and/
or confirmation, for those who wish to refresh or deepen 
their own understanding of the basics of Christian faith and 
practice, and for those who are curious about Christianity. 
No commitment is involved in attending the class. 

It is based on the series of 31 classes developed by the late 
Father Homer F. Rogers during a ministry of over 35 years, 
first at St. Barnabas, Denton, and then at St. Francis, Dallas. 
What I have done, primarily, is to condense them. Although I 
have made some changes and additions, to a great extent the-
se are Father Rogers’ (“Padre’s”) instructions. 

The class begins with the lecture, which some have compared 
to a Cursillo rollo. But, unlike a rollo, the lecture is seldom 
dull, in good part, because of the marvelous stories and ex-
amples which Father Rogers used to illustrate and clarify the 
teaching. 

Xerox copies of the text of the evening’s lecture are handed 
out. Some folks prefer to learn by listening, while others are 
visually oriented, and still others use a combination of ap-
proaches. So you can use the texts as you prefer.  

The lecture is recorded and later transferred to an mp3 CD 
which is updated weekly. Copies of the CDs are made availa-
ble to those who miss the class as well as to those who want 
to be able to re-hear the lectures. Also, it is common for peo-
ple who come to the classes to lend CDs to their friends. I 
have a high speed CD duplicator, and I buy blank CDs in large 
lots. So the price is very cheap. Thus, I can either lend the 
CDs or sell them for $1.00 each. The entire course winds up 
taking only three CDs. 

After about forty-five minutes, we enjoy about a fifteen mi-
nute intermission. Often members of the class bring refresh-
ments to enjoy during the break. 

Following the intermission, the lecture resumes and usually 
takes fifteen to thirty minutes to finish. The recorder contin-
ues running. 

Next comes the discussion. The leader asks each person, in 
turn, to mention at least one point in the lecture to which he 
had any kind of reaction at all—positive or negative. The 
points are listed on a dry erase white board. Then the group is 
asked to say anything they wish about any of the points. The 
most desirable form of the discussion comes when the people 
are speaking to each other about the points, etc., rather than 
just to the lecturer. 

The result of the discussion is that the members of the class 
internalize the material and they develop a sense of trust with 
the other members of the class. Furthermore, by the end of 
the 25 weeks, a strong sense of community will have 
emerged. Usually they hate to see the series of classes come 
to an end. 

Those participants who are already members of the parish find 
that they are closer to each other. And those who decide to 
join the Church come into her having already a close relation-
ship with those of her members whom they have met in the 
class. The result is that the Body of Christ is built up. 

I hope to see many of you then. 

God Bless you. 

Father Cantrell 

Note: Baby sitters are provided as needed. If you anticipate 
needing a baby-sitter, please notify the parish office a few days 
in advance. 
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ST. VINCENT’S CATHEDRAL FAQ’S 

Answers from Dean Reed regarding property lawsuits, 

contingencies, and the future of the parish and school 

As you know, The Episcopal Church (TEC) and the Episcopal 
Diocese of Fort Worth (of which St. Vincent’s is a part) have 
been in on-going litigation over property and assets since 2008. 
The culmination of these litigation events occurred when the 
oral arguments were heard by the Texas Supreme Court on 
October 16, 2012. The current reality is that there are three 
potential outcomes to this case: 

1) The Texas Supreme Court rules in favor of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Fort Worth (our diocese) and nothing changes 
as it relates to St. Vincent’s Cathedral and School. 

2) The Texas Supreme Court rules that the wrong application 
of the law was applied in the lower court and sends the 
case back to trial. 

3) The Texas Supreme Court rules in favor of the TEC dio-
cese and the church and school would have to exit the cur-
rent facility in as little as 30 days. 

It is the belief of our legal team and those who are closest to the 
case that our position is solid and certainly could/should be 
granted a ruling in favor of the Episcopal Diocese of Fort 
Worth. The reality is, you always must have a contingency plan 
built into any relevant business plan, always being prepared for 
significant events whether natural disasters or otherwise. You 
should know the Vestry does have an evolving, detailed contin-
gency plan should an unfavorable ruling occur. The planning 
team includes these committees:  liturgy, building, finance, 
communication, assets, and the school. 

The actuality is St. Vincent’s Cathedral is NOT defined by the 
building or the assets; it consists of individuals coming together 
with a common spirit. We would ask for your continued sup-
port and prayerful diligence for the church and school, and that 
God’s name will continue to be glorified in all that we do. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’S) 

What is the expected timeframe for when the Texas 
Supreme Court would rule on the case? The Texas Su-
preme Court could rule within 30 days or within six months; 
historically, they have ruled at the five to six month marker, so 
a decision is expected in the spring timeframe. 

Has the church and/or school worked on identifying 
possible relocation sites should they be needed? Yes, a 
committee has identified possible relocation sites. 

Can you disclose what the potential sites would be, 
should they be needed?  Due to legal guidance, the exact 
geographic locations cannot be disclosed, but there are multiple 
site options which fit our needs for both church and school. 

Is St. Vincent’s Cathedral committed to the mission 
of the school?  St. Vincent’s School is and will remain the 
number one mission/outreach commitment for the parish. 

Is St. Vincent’s School committed to the 2013/2014 
school year?  Yes, there is and continues to be a commit-
ment from the church and school to continue as evidenced by 
a BALANCED budget for our current school year and the 
stability of our school enrollment. 

Should an unfavorable ruling occur, would St. Vin-
cent’s School still be an accredited school?  Absolute-
ly, our current accreditation would remain in force regardless 
of a shift in location. 

Where can additional information on the litigation 
be found?  You may go to the Episcopal Diocese of Fort 
Worth website at http://www.fwepiscopal.org/index1.php 
under the “news” section. 

What can we do in the meantime?  First and foremost, 
continued reverent prayer for God’s will to be done in this 
matter and for all those involved is needed. Second, when 
opportunities present themselves to volunteer and/or sup-
port, please continue to do so. Finally, due to the sensitive 
nature of this topic and to ensure that you receive accurate 
information, we respectfully request that any questions re-
garding this matter be directed to Dean Reed or Fr. Foster. 
You may leave a message for Dean Reed and Fr. Foster in the 
church office (817-354-7911) or the school office (817-354-
7979). 

To reiterate:  Our attorneys and Bishop Iker were 
very pleased with the arguments before the Supreme 
Court of Texas, and the Vestry and school committee 
are cautiously optimistic that the final decision re-
garding the litigation will be in our favor. Our goal 
with this communication is to provide clear and 
transparent information to you about this situation. 

We know that in everything God works for good with those who love 
him, who are called according to his purpose.  Romans 8:28 (RSV) 

ASTUTE ANGLICANS 50+  

The Astute Anglicans will have their Advent Gathering again 
this year at the home of Polly and Jerry Post. It will be at 
5:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 16, 2012. Please bring fin-
ger foods for the party. If you have ever attended an Astute 
Anglicans dinner or NOT you are still invited. This is a group 
of fun loving individuals that have reached the age of astute-
ness or at least think that they have done so. You should also 
be aware that we do not check for age or membership in any 
organization, we only look for your fun and fellowship. If you 
have questions please call Rudy Jackson at  817-691-7555.  

http://www.fwepiscopal.org/index1.php
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CD MINISTRY TABLE 
  

Did you know that we offer our 
Sunday Services on compact disc?  
These can be found in the Narthex 
on a table near the Nursery en-
trance.  We also offer CDs of Special Celebrations, Adult Fo-
rum, Basic Christianity and Select Classes. 

Class Schedule: 
SUNDAY 

The Ties That Bind, and The Divides that Abide: An-

glicanism and Roman Catholicism Contrasted and 

Compared, Parish Hall (Fr. Morrow) ...... 10:30 a.m. 

The Apostolic Age, Library (Fr. Cantrell) 10:45 a.m. 

MONDAY 

Philosophy for the Study of the Faith (Fr. Foster) 7:00 

p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 

Dean’s Bible Study ................................. 10:00 a.m. 

THURSDAY 

Around the Old Testament World in 8 Days  (Fr. Mor-

row) ......................................................... 7:30 p.m. 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

Delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
Psalm 37:4 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

DECK THE TABLES—DECEMBER 1ST, 10:00 A.M. 

Gather your friends and feel free to decorate a tree or a table 
for eight in any theme you choose. A catered lunch will be 
provided by Justin Midgley and Sarah Olvey. Proceeds benefit 
St. Vincent’s Church and School Marketing. Tickets are $15. 
Please make your reservation and give checks to Kathy John-
son in the school office. 

LESSONS & CAROLS RECEPTION—DECEMBER 9TH, 
6:00 P.M. 

Cookies needed for the reception. 

ADVENT GATHERING—DECEMBER 12TH, HOSTED BY 
JEANNE GRABER 

Potluck and small gift for left/right game exchange. 

WOMEN’S RETREAT—JANUARY 11-13TH 

Arrive at Camp Crucis Friday evening with potluck dinner. 
Saturday morning Bible study and relaxation followed by din-
ner in Granbury. Sunday morning Mass, breakfast and then 
return home. Cost for the weekend is $73.50 and a dish or 
two to share. Please contact Kelly Croak at croak-
totes@verizon.net with any questions or if you would like to 
sign-up. 

Notes from the Usher’s Meeting 

November 4, 2012 

1. Captain will make assignments: 
Assignments 
A. Greeter—we have a limited number of greeters 
now. One Usher will be designated to greet as everyone 
exits the Church. Look for visitors. 
B. Bell—The bells are to be rung after the last song at 
the conclusion of the service. 
C. Count (always important) 
D. Designate one Usher to stuff holders in pew with 
visitor cards and pencils (there is a plastic container in 
the Usher Closet with pencils and visitor envelopes) 
E. Donut Duty—Donuts for fellowship before Adult 
Forum should be kept in the kitchen and Usher assigned 
to put them out at the end of the 9:00 a.m. service 
F. Parish Hall—Coffee/Clean Up 
9:00 a.m. Service—help Mission Team organize Parish 
Hall for Adult Forum (leave tables out and turn the 
chairs facing the kitchen to face the lectern. Put out do-
nation basket for coffee). 
11:00 a.m. Service—Clean up around 11:15 a.m. 
(Move everything into kitchen and close doors as you 
clean up.) 

2. First Aid: 
A. AED located in Parish Hall 
B. First Aid Kit located in Usher Closet 
C. Interest in CPR Classes—working on scheduling 
CPR and AED training. Watch for announcement. 

3. Sanctuary Clean Up—post-service: 
Make sure there are plenty of Kleenex out (supplies are 
in the Janitor’s closet between the Parish Conference 
Room and the Bookstore) 

4. Other: 
Always need more Ushers 

Thanks to you all for your service! 

mailto:croaktotes@verizon.net?subject=Women's%20Retreat
mailto:croaktotes@verizon.net?subject=Women's%20Retreat
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Due to Office closures 

during the Christmas 

Holidays, the Deadline 

for the January 2013 

edition of The Deacon 

is December 10th. 

L.I.F.E. Groups Presents Its Semester  

Finale at Abide: 

THE VICTORY OF THE VIRGIN 

How St. Mary’s “Yes” Resulted in Your 

Eternal Blessing 

taught by Bryant Matheu 

One Night Only: 12.12.12 

7:00 p.m. in the Conference Room 

Followed by a L.I.F.E. Group  
Advent Gathering 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION 2012 

The 30th Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Fort 
Worth was held here at St. Vincent on November 9 – 10.  
Thanks to the work of numerous volunteers and workers 
(especially the Mission Committee) from the parish hosted 
the meeting making possible the opening mass, the business 
meeting in the school building, meals, and exhibits for ap-
proximately 150 official clergy and delegates plus almost as 
many exhibitors, observers, guests and family members.  

In the business meeting, two members of St. Vincent were 
chosen for diocesan offices.  Dean Reed was elected to the 
Standing Committee and Thom Murrell was elected to the 
Ecclesiastical Trial Court.  Also, the rector of St. John’s, Fort 
Worth, The Very Rev. David Klein, was elected to the Eccle-
siastical Trial Court and Mrs. Beverly Maurer from St. Peter 
and St. Paul, Arlington, was re-elected to the Standing Com-
mittee.  All groups, activities, boards, and commissions of the 
diocese submitted oral and written reports. 

Bishop Iker’s address, titled “Lift high the cross,” called every-
one to mission.  He pointed out that baptisms, confirmations, 
and receptions are up 22% this year.  Groups asking to be 
affiliated with this diocese have formed fellowships or mis-
sions in Copperas Cove, Waco, College Station, Midland, 
Houston, and Springdale Arkansas. 

The passing of the former bishops this year was observed: The 
Rt. Rev. Donald Davies and The Rt. Rev. Clarence Pope.  In 
hopeful looking to the future, the vocations conference at 
Camp Crucis was attended by 9 men investigating a possible 
call to the priesthood. 

After explaining that the Anglican Church in North America 
has begun a theological study of ordination of women and has 
agreed to a moratorium to such ordinations during the study, 
Bishop Iker announced that in a spirit of fairness and coopera-
tion he has agreed to take no new female aspirants to the diac-
onate during this period although he still supports ordaining 
women to the office of deacon.  

In other business actions, the convention passed a resolution 
regarding the strife in the state of Israel and a resolution send-
ing greetings to the newly named Archbishop of Canterbury, 
The Rt. Rev. Justin Welby of Durham.  The annual budget 
that was adopted assigns 29 % to local and foreign missions 
including $25,000 to encourage planting of new churches.  A 
slight decrease was passed in the assessment of contributions 
required of local parishes, and also clarifications were passed 
on the modest expectations for financial support from out-of-
state congregations affiliated with the diocese. 

~ Robert Boyer 
Delegate 

SAYING YES 

by Bryant Matheu, Director of Discipleship 

Advent is upon us, and soon we will be gathering to celebrate 
the Nativity of our Lord. I want to take this brief opportunity 
to remind us all of something that we easily forget: the pow-
er of saying “yes.” In this time of preparation for the coming 
of our Lord, my thoughts are drawn to the Virgin Mary. Pic-
ture it: a young woman alone, informed that she would be-
come pregnant before marriage—something worthy of death 
in the culture in which she lived. Yet, in the face of losing 
everything—her family, her betrothed, her reputation, and 
yes, even her life—she replied to the Angel Gabriel’s mes-
sage with, “Be it unto me according to your word.” She said 
“yes,” and that answer changed not only human history, but 
the very course of eternity. What about us? Are we quick to 
submit to God’s plans for our lives, even when they are con-
trary to our own? Mary’s “yes”  calls us to follow our Lord’s 
plan, and gently rebukes us every time we say “no.” There is 
a “yes” in all of us, a love of something that drives us forward; 
yet, is it our plans or God’s? Mary said “yes” to the Lord and 
found the melody that made her whole life sing; may we, like 
our spiritual Mother, find the strength this season to say, 
“yes” to God’s plan for us. Join me Wednesday, December 
12th, at 7:00 p.m. at Abide and discover in full how Mary’s 
“yes” became the means by which God saved the world. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

CHRISTMAS COMMUNITY CONCERT AT ST. VINCENT’S CATHEDRAL 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2012, 7:30 P.M. 

WHO: 
St. Vincent’s Cathedral Choir & St. Cecilia’s Children’s Choir 
First United Methodist Church Choir, Hurst, Greg Shapely, Director 
The Women’s Chorus, Colleyville Heritage High School 
A local guest Handbell choir to be announced soon! 
Dr. Yoon-Mi Lim, Guest organist 
Dr. Barbara Burton, Guest organist 
Candace Bawcombe, Music Director & Organist 

WHAT: 
First Annual Christmas Community Concert benefiting N.E.E.D. The 
Executive Director of N.E.E.D. will speak. 

OTHER PARTICIPANTS: 
The AYC will collect the canned goods before the concert. A canned 
good Christmas tree will be erected in the Parish Hall. SVS Middle 
School will usher. 

WHY: 
Musical mission and outreach from the Music Department. We are 
developing stronger community ties between local churches and 
schools in Northeast Tarrant County. 

 

 

 

ADMISSION: 
One canned good per person plus a free printed ticket. Tickets will be 
available beginning All Saints’ Sunday. Printed tickets are necessary for 
crowd control as we expect 400 people. 

LENGTH OF CONCERT: 
One hour. Arrive early for excellent seating and parking. 

FINALE: 
Christmas Carol Sing-A-Long of the great sacred carols with everyone 
and the grand Redmon Organ. 

RECEPTION: 
Wassail, Christmas Cookies & Hot Chocolate catered by A La Table, 
Justin Midgley-Snow. 

PHOTOS WITH ST. NICK: 
Bring everyone for an instant photo with St. Nicholas. Proceeds will 
benefit the Music Fund for St. Vincent’s School. 

MORE INFO: 
Email Candace Bawcombe: cbawcombe@sves.org or call 817-504-
6885. 
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MIDNIGHT MASS & THE 

CELEBRATION OF THE SAV-

IOR'S BIRTH  

Christmas is celebrated with much fervor and enthusiasm 
around the world and follows many ancient traditions and 
rituals. One such important tradition of Christmas celebra-
tion, which bears special significance for the Christian devo-
tee, is the Midnight Mass. Since it has been a traditional Chris-
tian belief that Jesus was born at night - according to Luke 2:6
-8 - the Midnight Mass is conducted on the Christmas Eve to 
commemorate the birth of our Savior. Though the merrier 
celebrations of the Christmas Eve revolve around the arrival of 
Santa Claus at midnight, the more religious versions of cele-
bration feature Midnight Mass to spread the word of Christ's 
arrival. However, from time to time, there have been modifi-
cations in the time of the celebration of the midnight mass. 
For instance in 2009, Vatican officials declared that the Mid-
night Mass would commence at 10:00 p.m. so that the 82-
year-old Pope Benedict XVI wouldn't have to stay awake late 
into the night. 

According to theologians, 
the Midnight Mass 
evolved from individuals 
who made pilgrimages to 
Israel and the birthplace 
of Christ. According to 
the Bible, Jesus was born 
at night and thus, a mid-
night mass is celebrated at 
midnight to commemo-
rate Jesus' birth. A Chris-
tian liturgical rite, involv-
ing the sacrament of the 
Eucharist, commences 
just before midnight and 
includes Biblical readings 
focusing primarily on the 
story of Christ's birth. The Midnight Mass is traditionally cele-
brated through Holy Communion with family and comprises 
of candle-lit carol services, dramatizations of Christ's life sto-
ry, and ringing of the bells at midnight. In Israel, a procession 
is held from Jerusalem to Bethlehem on the Christmas Eve.  
Typically, Midnight Mass either has started close to midnight 
or ended sometime close or just after.  However, in recent 
past, "Midnight Mass" has been held at 7:00 p.m., under the 
instruction of the churches in the Spanish-speaking regions. 
The Midnight Mass is also known as Misa del Gallo, or "Missa 
do Galo," in Portuguese which means the "Rooster's Mass."   

This is because it is said 
that at the birth of 
Christ, it was the first 
time a rooster ever 
crowed at midnight, so 
they took it as a special 
sign.  In the Philippines, 
people conduct the Mid-
night Mass for nine days 
starting December 16 
and continue up to De-
cember 24. During these 
nine days, the Filipinos organize dawn Masses that generally 
start around 4:00-5:00 a.m. Traditionally, Christian families 
celebrate the Christmas Eve meal with various meats, all 
around the world. But, the Italians and Sicilians celebrate the 
traditional Catholic "Feast of the Seven Fishes," which is 
served after a fasting period of 24 hours. Though pre-
Christmas fasting has never been one of the common tradi-
tions, the Italian-Americans still follow this tradition and at-
tend the Midnight Mass.  

Midnight Mass has been an orthodox Catholic tradition and 
has been celebrated with great devotion and ardor. The tradi-
tions may seem to differ in different regions but the essence 
remains the same, all across the world. 

~ David Johnson 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH PROGRAMS 

The Jr. PALS ( grades K-2nd) and the PALS (graded 3rd-5th) 
have begun meeting on Wednesday nights along with Jr. AYC 
(grades 6th-8th) and Sr. AYC (grades 9th-12th).  

All communication for all groups goes out in an email on 
Monday nights. The email provides all information for that 
week and for upcoming events. 

We also have a Facebook page—St. Vincent’s AYC. 

If you would like to be added to the email list, contact Lynne 
Shattuck at lynneshattuck@gmail.com or 817-938-7376. 

mailto:lynneshattuck@gmail.com
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MISSION MINUTES 

A witness to god’s love in prison 

Kairos #34 was held at the Coffield Unit October 18-21. This 
marks the seventeenth year of  Kairos at Coffield, and St. Vin-
cent’s members Denise Bransford, Bob and Nina Barcus, and 
Larry Jones were on the team. Linda Jones and Tom Brans-
ford attended the closing ceremonies.  

Sometimes I think it is difficult for people to understand how 
powerful and overwhelming it is to see the love of Jesus 
Christ manifested in a community of men who have been in-
carcerated and rejected by society.  I have always had a “lock 
them up” attitude toward the most violent and evil members 
of the community. On the flip side, however, I have seen God 
come to these men during the lowest times of their lives, and 
my faith has been bolstered by witnessing these events.  

I would like to share with you my experience with an inmate 
pilgrim named Fred (not his real name). Fred sat next to me at 
St. Matthew’s Family for three days during Kairos 34.  Fred is 
a pretty large man who has been incarcerated for twenty-
seven years. By his teens, he was a prominent member of the 
Hell’s Horsemen motorcycle gang based in Big Sur, Califor-
nia.  Their main calling was selling drugs and sowing violence. 
Fred admitted to me that he had “killed lots of people,” and by 
age twenty, he was in prison with a death sentence. After 
fighting the death sentence for over a year, he ended up with 
two “stacked” life sentences, meaning once you served one 
“life” sentence, then you had to serve the other.  

Here is a letter that I received from Fred a couple of weeks 
after Kairos 34:  

Dear Larry,  

May God bless you! Let me thank you for letting me be a 
part of St. Matthew’s Family.  I want for you to know 
that Jesus used your testimony to start cracking my 
walls!  To see someone affected by alcohol, living with 
the pain because someone close abused it.  

I’m a child that was abused by my father. The beatings, 
being made to kneel on raw corn with my nose against 
the wall.  I’ve never understood or remember feeling my 
father’s love except through a belt or his fist.  

The knowing that each and every one of us has had a 
hard life. I had a difficult time with believing that I could 
be forgiven for my past. On Friday (of the Kairos re-
treat) I asked Christ to take the driver’s seat, and I thank 
you for helping me connect with Jesus Christ. I also ask 
you to thank all and everyone involved in being support-
ive in prayer, cooking, and everything with KAIROS.  

As I am new in Jesus Christ, I am learning how to walk. I 
have already read the book of St. Matthew and am about 
halfway through Mark. In all my years I have never read 
the Bible, (mine is a “Good News Bible”) today’s English 
version.  

My mission now is learning to be a Christian by study-
ing, reading, and by prayer. Any guidance in teaching 
me about the Bible or study’s would be appreciated.  I 
pray every night and at different times throughout the 
day, to give me the strength to overcome my weakness-
es and the strength in keeping my faith.  

I am reading and praying and have pretty much changed 
all my ways. Most everyone knows I have changed and I 
have felt better. I will be at every Kairos meeting and 
look forward to seeing you again.  

Your Brother in Christ,  
Fred 

Over the years I have seen many men have the same experi-
ence as Fred. Most of them have never known real love in 
their lives, and cannot comprehend anyone loving them, least 
of all the God of the Universe.  Kairos tries to get leaders in 
the prison environment to experience the love of Jesus Christ 
because when they change their lives, MANY others take no-
tice. Fred, because of his “stature” in the prison environment 
is such a person.  On Saturday night of the Kairos weekend, 
we give each pilgrim an extra bag of cookies to give to some-
one out in the unit that they hold in unforgiveness. Fred used 
his bag to give a cookie to each gang member on his wing until 
they ran out. Only a person of Fred’s “stature” in the prison 
could get by with that. We pray that the “yeast” of the love of 
Christ will work its way through the whole batch.  

~ Larry Jones 

ST. VINCENT’S BOOKSTORE 

If you’re looking for that special Holiday gift, look no fur-
ther.  The Bookstore has a great selection of books, cards 
and other unique items.  If they don’t have it, they can prob-
ably order it for you.  

Among the many items, you’ll find some unique gift items – 
aprons and water bottles from the Chili Cook Off.  Just im-
agine all the compliments you get about your apron as you 
cook and have family and friends over.  If you exercise, the 
water bottles are perfect and if you’re trying to be green, 
use the water bottle instead of plastic cups.  So many uses 
and so little time! 

Also among the great selections are items from the Father 
Hadley Golf Tournament.  Get that golfer in the family a 
new golf towel, hat or special glass for their eggnog this sea-
son.  

They’ll only be here till December 15th and then they’re 
gone.  Hurry in today – limited supply.  Each item only cost 
$7.50 – what a bargain!!!!!! 
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FOOD COLLECTION 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2 & JANUARY 6 

N.E.E.D. (Northeast Emergency Distri-
bution) needs your help, especially food 
items such as peanut butter, canned 
meats, canned vegetables, etc. There will 
be a special collection the first Sunday of 
each month. Please place your donations 
in the "Green N.E.E.D. Box" in the 
courtyard outside the narthex doors. 

Support N.E.E.D. and enjoy the Community Christmas Con-
cert at St. Vincent’s on Friday, December 14 at 7:30 p.m. 
Admission is a donation of one canned food item and a free 
ticket which may be obtained from the church office or a choir 
member. 

N.E.E.D.’s mission is to lend a hand to all of God’s children in 
Northeast Tarrant County by providing food, clothing and 
financial assistance to needy, low-income, and crisis-struck 
families. This is done on an emergency basis until long-term 
assistance can begin. 

ST. VINCENT’S PARISH ADVENT QUIET 

DAY 

Need a break from all the hustle and bustle of Christmas do-
ings? How about a way to remember what Christmas is really 
about? We have just the thing for you and your family...a 
quiet and reflective morning apart from all the commercial 
hoopla that has become Christmas, a spiritual oasis in the 
midst of secular chaos. 

On Saturday, December 8, 2012, St. Vincent’s Parish Quiet 
Day begins with Eucharist at 9:00 a.m. (includes Unction). 
Breakfast (it’s gonna be good), provided by the Daughters of 
the King, follows Mass and meditations will begin after 
breakfast. 

This is the Parish Quiet Day. Everyone is welcome. 

You may return to the cash registers and Santa bells of the 
shopping world by 12:30 p.m., when we will be finished. 

Please call the Parish Office to RSVP for breakfast...wanna be 
sure we get your name in the pot! 

JUNIOR DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 

At. St. Vincent’s, we are all used to seeing some of the wom-
en wearing a special cross. These women are members of the 
Order of the Daughters of the King. 
But, did you know there is a Junior 
Daughters of the King? The purpose of 
the order is to bring others into a liv-
ing, loving relationship with Jesus, our 
Lord and Savior, and to help strength-
en the spiritual life of our churches. 
And, Junior Daughters also wear their 
own special cross! 

Junior Daughters of the King are girls and young women ages 
7-21. Juniors make a promise to pray and serve our Lord 
Jesus every day. They also make a promise to be His faithful 
servants and share His love with all people. 

In January, 2013, we will begin preparation for a Junior 
Chapter. The girls are divided into two groups, Primary, ages 
7-11, and Youth, ages 12-21. The girls will go through a 
study period that will help them grow in the knowledge and 
love of God as they pray daily and serve Him. But, it’s not all 
study...we’re going to have a lot of fun too! Watch The Lit-
tle Deacon for a date for an “informational meeting” for 
girls and their mothers. 

Joan E. Miller and Diane Moore 
will be the leaders for the Junior 
Daughters. For more information 
or questions, contact Joan E., Di-
ane, or Darlene Pruitt, or fill out 
the form below. Return the form to 
the church office or to any daughter 
(remember you can recognize them 
by the cross they wear). 

 

I AM INTERESTED IN THE JUNIOR DAUGHTER OF 
THE KING 

____________________________________________ 
Name                                                                               Age 

____________________________________________ 
Phone #                                     

____________________________________________ 
Email Address 

 

Joan E. Miller:  joanmiller974@gmail.com 
Phone:  817-379-5859 

Diane Moore:  diane.moore@century21.com 
Phone:  817-571-3178 

Darlene Pruitt:  darlenepruitt1@gmail.com 
Phone:  214-725-0061 
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Jesse Tree 
The Sunday School 
students will have a 
Jesse Tree presenta-
tion for Adult Forum 
on Sunday, Decem-
ber 16th. 

Shepherd’s Walk 
The Sunday School Students will have a Shepherd's 
Walk on Sunday, December 23rd. 

(during the regu-
lar Sunday School 
time) 

PRAYER BEAR COLLECTION 

A Prayer/Care Bear collection for Cook Children’s Hospital 
will begin on Sunday, November 25th and run through Sun-
day, December 23rd. The collection box is in the Narthex. 
Please remember to purchase a new bear and put a smile on 
the face of a sick child. It is very sad for a child to be in the 
hospital this time of year. 

Thank you so much. 

The Prayer Bear Ministry 

 

Below are  pictures of some of the children who have benefit-
ed from the Prayer/Care Bear Ministry. 

SHEPHERD’S WALK 

On the last Sunday before Christmas, we will have a special 
event to give the kids a small glimpse into the journey of the 
shepherds traveling to Bethlehem to see the Baby Jesus.  All 
kids will report to their Sunday School classes, get dressed in 
shepherd’s garb, and take 
a walk through the scrip-
tures, ending in Bethle-
hem.  Ok, well, really 
the Parish Hall!  Our 
girls tend not to like this 
rather masculine garb, so 
putting together a shep-
herdess costume at home 
may help our daughters 
be a bit more excited about this event.  We do have some 
costumes, but would appreciate it if some shepherds came 
already outfitted (bathrobes and hand towels work nicely!) 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPCOMING DATES 
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SAINTS & FEASTS 
The typography indicates the level of the observance: BOLD CAPITALS 
denote Principal Feasts and Principal Holy Days, bold denotes Festivals, 
roman denotes Lesser Festivals, and italics denote Commemorations, 
SMALL CAPITALS denote observances that are unclassified. 

December 1 ~ Charles de Foucauld, Hermit in the Sahara, 
1916 
December 3 ~ Francis Xavier, Jesuit Missionary, Apostle of the 
Indies, 1552 
December 4 ~ John of Damascus, Monk, Teacher of the Faith, 
c.749 
December 4~ Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon, Founder of the Little 
Gidding Community, 1637 
December 6 ~ Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c.326 
December 7 ~ Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, Teacher of the 
Faith, 397 
December 8 ~ The Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
December 13 ~ Lucy, Martyr at Syracuse, 304 
December 13 ~ Samuel Johnson, Moralist, 1784 
December 14 ~ John of the Cross, Poet, Teacher of the 
Faith, 1591 
December 17 ~ O SAPIENTIA 
December 17 ~ Eglantine Jebb, Social Reformer, Founder of 
‘Save The Children’, 1928 
December 24 ~ Christmas Eve 
December 25 ~ CHRISTMAS DAY 
December 26 ~ Stephen, Deacon, First Martyr 
December 27 ~ John, Apostle and Evangelist 
December 28 ~ The Holy Innocents 
December 29 ~ Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canter-
bury, Martyr, 1170 
December 31 ~ John Wyclif, Reformer, 1384 

Saint John of Damascus (c. 645 or 676—4 December 
749) was a Syrian monk and priest. Born and raised in Da-
mascus, he died at his monastery, Mar Saba, near Jerusalem. 
He was ordained as a priest in 735. 

A polymath whose fields of interest and contribution included 
law, theology, philosophy, and music, he is said by some 
sources to have served as a Chief Administrator to the Muslim 
caliph of Damascus before his ordination. He wrote works 
expounding the Christian faith, and composed hymns which 
are still used liturgically in Eastern Christian practice 
throughout the world. He is considered “the last of the Fa-
thers” of the Eastern Orthodox church and is best known for 
his strong defense of icons. The Catholic Church regards him 
as a Doctor of the Church, often referred to as the Doctor of 
Assumption due to his writings on the Assumption of Mary. 

In the early 8th century AD, iconoclasm, a movement seeking 
to prohibit the veneration of the icons, gained some ac-
ceptance in the Byzantine court. In 726, despite the protests 
of St. Germanus, Patriarch of Constantinople, Emperor Leo 
III issued his first edict against the veneration of images and 
their exhibition in public places. A talented writer in the se-
cure surroundings of the caliph's court, John of Damascus 
undertook a spirited defense of holy images in three separate 
publications. The earliest of these works, his "Apologetic Trea-
tises against those Decrying the Holy Images," secured his reputa-
tion. He not only attacked the emperor, but adopted a simpli-
fied style that allowed the controversy to be followed by the 
common people, stirring rebellion among those of Christian 
faith. Later, his writings would play an important role during 
the Second Council of Nicaea, which convened to settle the 
icon dispute. 

The biography of John of Damascus recounts at least one epi-
sode deemed to be improbable or legendary. It reports that 
Leo III sent forged documents to the caliph which implicated 
John in a plot to attack Damascus. The caliph then ordered 
John's right hand be cut off and hung up to the public view. 
Some days afterwards, John asked for the restitution of his 
hand, and prayed fervently to the Theotokos before her icon: 
thereupon, his hand is said to have been miraculously re-
stored. In gratitude for this miraculous healing, he attached a 
silver hand to the icon, which thereafter became known as the 
"Three-handed," or Tricheirousa. The biography adds that 
after this event John requested permission to leave his post 
and retired to the Mar Saba monastery near Jerusalem. An 
editor of his works, Father Lequien, demonstrated however 
that John of Damascus was already a monk at Mar Saba before 
the dispute over iconoclasm broke out, a fact which renders 
the story all the more improbable. It has been argued that 
John left Damascus to become a monk around 706, when al- 

Walid I increased the islamicisation 
of the Caliphate's administration. 
Muslim sources only mention that 
his father Sarjun (Sergius) left the 
administration around this time, 
and fail to name John at all. 

John died in 749 as a revered Fa-
ther of the Church, and is recog-
nized as a saint. He is sometimes 
called the last of the Church Fa-
thers by the Roman Catholic 
Church. In 1883 he was declared a Doctor of the Church by 
the Holy See. 

When the name of Saint John of Damascus was inserted in the 
General Roman Calendar in 1890, it was assigned to 27 
March. This date always falls within Lent, a period during 
which there are no obligatory Memorials. The feast day was 
therefore moved in 1969 to the day of the saint’s death, 4 
December, the day on which his feast day is celebrated also in 
the Byzantine Rite calendar. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iconoclasm_(Byzantine)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patriarch_Germanus_I_of_Constantinople
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Ecumenical_Patriarchs_of_Constantinople
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leo_III_the_Isaurian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leo_III_the_Isaurian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veneration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Council_of_Nicaea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damascus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theotokos
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trojeru%C4%8Dica
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mar_Saba
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Walid_I


 

 

December 2012  Page 18 

D
E
C

E
M

B
E
R

 2
0

12
 

Sun Mon Tue 
   

2 
N.E.E.D. Food Collection 
Angel of Giving  
7:05a, Morning Prayer 
7:30a, Holy Eucharist 
8:00a, Parish Breakfast (Brotherhood) 
8:00a, Usher’s Meeting 
9:00a, Holy Eucharist 
10:30a, Christian Education 

3 
6:00p, Quilting Circle 
7:30p, Fr. Foster’s Class  

4 
6:30a, Holy Eucharist 
7:00a, Men’s Bible Study 
9:00a, Morning Prayer 
9:30a, Mom to Mom Bible Study 
5:00p, Evening Prayer 
7:00p, Daughters of the King 
 

9 
Angel of Giving  
7:05a, Morning Prayer 
7:30a, Holy Eucharist 
8:00a, Parish Breakfast (Missions) 
9:00a, Holy Eucharist  
10:30a, Christian Education 
10:45a, Basic Christianity Class 
10:30a, AMNET & Lawsuit Update 

10 

DEACON DEADLINE 
6:00p, Finance Committee 
7:30p, Fr. Foster’s Class  
 
 

11 
6:30a, Holy Eucharist 
7:00a, Men’s Bible Study 
9:00a, Morning Prayer 
9:30a, Mom to Mom Bible Study 
5:00p, Evening Prayer 
 

16 
Angel of Giving 
7:05a, Morning Prayer 
7:30a, Holy Eucharist 
8:00a, Parish Breakfast (Missions) 
9:00a, Holy Eucharist  
10:30a, Christian Education 
10:30a, Jesse Tree 
10:45a, Basic Christianity Class 
 

17 
7:10p, Vestry 
7:30p, Fr. Foster’s Class (L) 
 

18 
6:30a, Holy Eucharist 
7:00a, Men’s Bible Study 
9:00a, Morning Prayer 
9:30a, Mom to Mom Bible Study 
5:00p, Evening Prayer 
 

23 
Angel of Giving Distribution 
7:05a, Morning Prayer 
7:30a, Holy Eucharist 
8:00a, Parish Breakfast (Missions) 
9:00a, Holy Eucharist  
10:30a, Christian Education 
10:30a, Shepherd’s Walk 
10:45a, Basic Christianity Class 
11:00a, Holy Eucharist 

24 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
OFFICE CLOSED (12:00p) 
5:00p, Children’s Mass and Sermon and 
Reception 
7:30p, Family Eucharist and Sermon 
10:30p, Hymns and Carols 
11:00p, Midnight Candlelight Mass and 
Sermon by Bishop Iker 

25 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
OFFICE CLOSED 
10:00a, Holy Eucharist with Hymns 

30 
7:05a, Morning Prayer 
7:30a, Holy Eucharist 
8:00a, Parish Breakfast (Missions) 
9:00a, Holy Eucharist  
10:30a, Christian Education 
10:45a, Basic Christianity Class 
11:00a, Holy Eucharist 
12:30p, Friends of St. Benedict 

31 
OFFICE CLOSED (12:00p) 
 

 

11:00a, Holy Eucharist 
6:00p, Advent Lessons & Carols and 
Reception 

11:00a, Holy Eucharist 
5:00p, Astute Anglicans Advent Gather-
ing 

10:30a, Missions Presentation 
10:45a, Basic Christianity Class 
11:00a, Holy Eucharist 



 

 

Page 19 The Deacon  

Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

8:00a, Confession 
8:40a, Morning Prayer 
9:00a, Holy Eucharist with Week-
ly Healing Service 
10:00a, Deck the Tables 
5:00p, Evening Prayer 

5 
8:40a, Morning Prayer 
9:00a, Holy Eucharist 
10:00a, Dean’s Bible Study 
5:00p, Evening Prayer 
5:15p, St. Cecelia’s Choir 
5:30p, School Committee 
6:00p, PARISH DINNER 
6:00p, Rosary Ministry 
6:00p, AYC 
6:45p, L.I.F.E 
7:15p, Cathedral Choir Rehearsal 
SVWF Advent Gathering 

6 
9:00a, Morning Prayer 
12:00n, Little Deacon Deadline 
6:40p, Evening Prayer 
7:00p, Holy Eucharist 
7:30p, Fr. Morrow’s  Thursday 
night class 

7 
 

8 
Parish Quiet Day 
8:00a, Confession 
8:40a, Morning Prayer 
9:00a, Holy Eucharist with Week-
ly Healing Service 
5:00p, Evening Prayer 

12 
8:40a, Morning Prayer 
9:00a, Holy Eucharist 
10:00a, Dean’s Bible Study 
5:00p, Evening Prayer 
5:15p, St. Cecelia’s Choir 
6:00p, PARISH DINNER 
6:00p, Rosary Ministry 
6:00p, AYC 
6:45p, L.I.F.E 
7:15p, Cathedral Choir Rehearsal 

13 
9:00a, Morning Prayer 
12:00n, Little Deacon Deadline 
6:40p, Evening Prayer 
7:00p, Holy Eucharist 
7:30p, Fr. Morrow’s  Thursday 
night class 
 

14 
7:30p, Christmas Community 
Concert 

15 
8:00a, Confession 
8:40a, Morning Prayer 
9:00a, Holy Eucharist with Week-
ly Healing Service 
5:00p, Evening Prayer 

19 
8:40a, Morning Prayer 
9:00a, Holy Eucharist 
10:00a, Dean’s Bible Study 
5:00p, Evening Prayer 
5:15p, St. Cecelia’s Choir 
6:00p, PARISH DINNER 
6:00p, Rosary Ministry 
6:00p, AYC 
6:45p, L.I.F.E 
7:15p, Cathedral Choir Rehearsal 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
8:00a, Confession 
8:40a, Morning Prayer 
9:00a, Holy Eucharist with Week-
ly Healing Service 
5:00p, Evening Prayer 

26 
OFFICE CLOSED 
8:40a, Morning Prayer 
9:00a, Holy Eucharist 
10:00a, Dean’s Bible Study 
5:00p, Evening Prayer 
5:15p, St. Cecelia’s Choir 
6:00p, PARISH DINNER 
6:00p, Rosary Ministry 
6:00p, AYC 
6:45p, L.I.F.E 
7:15p, Cathedral Choir Rehearsal 

27 
OFFICE CLOSED 
9:00a, Morning Prayer 
12:00n, Little Deacon Deadline 
6:40p, Evening Prayer 
7:00p, Holy Eucharist 
 

28 
OFFICE CLOSED 

29 
8:00a, Confession 
8:40a, Morning Prayer 
9:00a, Holy Eucharist with Week-
ly Healing Service 
5:00p, Evening Prayer 
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Sunday 
Morning Prayer .......................................... 7:05am 
Holy Eucharist ........................................... 7:30am 
Choral Eucharist ........................................ 9:00am 
Christian Education ..................... 10:30-11:30am  
Holy Eucharist ......................................... 11:00am 
Evening Prayer ........................................... 6:00pm 
Evensong is offered on select Sunday evenings at 6:00pm 

 
All weekday services take place in St. Mary’s Chapel 

 

Weekday 
 

Morning Prayer 
Tuesday & Thursday ................................. 9:00am 
Wednesday & Saturday ............................. 8:40am 

 

Holy Eucharist 
Tuesday ....................................................... 6:30am 
Wednesday .................................................. 9:00am 
Thursday ..................................................... 7:00pm 
Saturday (Healing Service) ....................... 9:00am 
 

Evening Prayer 
Tuesday & Thursday ................................. 5:00pm 
Thursday ..................................................... 6:40pm 
 

Confession   
Saturdays .................................... 8:00a.m.-8:30a.m 

     (or by appointment) 
 
 

St. Vincent’s uses the 1979 Book of Common Prayer as its standard form of worship 

www.stvincentscathedral.org 

Clergy 
 

The Right. Rev. Jack Leo Iker 
SSC, Bishop of Fort Worth 

The Right Rev. William C. Wantland, Assisting Bishop 
The Very Rev. Ryan S. Reed, SSC, Dean 

The Rev. Canon Richard A. Cantrell, SSC  
The Rev. Canon Randall W. Foster, School Chaplain 

The Rev. Quintin G. Morrow, Assistant 
The  Rev. Kerwin K. Wade, Deacon 

 

Administration 

Candace Bawcombe Music Director & Organist 
Barbara Marquart Burton Director of Music, Emeritus, 
 DMus 
Peter Kane Cathedral & School Business Administrator 
Donna Baker Office Assistant 
Jane Bauch Office Assistant (PT) 
Lynne Shattuck Director of Christian Education & Youth 
 Ministries 
Bryant Matheu Director of Discipleship 
Ken Monk Head of School 

 
 

Vestry 
 

Don Young, Sr. Warden Scott Siek, Jr Warden 
§ Keal Cleveland, Treasurer § Don Bendure, Clerk 
 

Robert Boyer Bret Coody Beth Fain 
Susan Frey Jake Hart Mark Jeffers 
David  Johnson Carl Semler  
Stephen Thompson Liz Ward  
§ non-vestry appointments 


