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May:  Mary’s month 
 

As we continue our celebration of the Resurrection during these Great Fifty Days of Easter, we pause in May 
to give thanks for our earthly mothers, and most especially for the Blessed Virgin Mary, the mother of the Church.  
During this season of Resurrection the Church throughout the world venerates the Blessed Virgin Mary and reflects on 
the role that she played in the life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now, some may ask, “if we are celebrating the Lord’s Resurrection then why are we taking time to concen-
trate on Mary and not focusing all of our attention on the Lord Jesus?”  It’s a fair question and one that needs to be 
explored a little bit. 

The most important thing to keep in mind is that proper devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, or any saint, is 
really devotion to the Lord Jesus.  You see, the point of Marian devotion should not be to adore or worship Mary but 
rather to stand next to her, to join at her side in devotion to the Lord.  Proper devotion to Our Lady, as she is often 
called, bring us to Mary’s side and helps us enter more fully into Jesus’ life.  When we pray the Rosary, we do not 
meditate on the great things that Mary did, but rather the great things that Jesus did.  When we read about Mary in the 
Scriptures, we see not a woman who was great on her own, but a faithful woman who loved her son and followed 
God’s will and thus was made great.  When we ask Mary to pray for us, we do not turn to a stand alone prayer warrior 
but rather to Jesus’ loving mother, united to him in an intimate way. 

So you see our devotion to the Blessed Mother is really devotion to the Lord Jesus.  Of course it is unfortunate 
that Christians have, at times, gone overboard with devotion to Saints, making them the center of worship, but that’s 
not our motivation here today.  Our motivation to venerate Mary, or any other saint, comes from a sacramental vision 
of reality.  We look at the world, and the people that God has created, as gifts from God leading us to Him.  “The truth 
of God breathes in His creation,” as John Henry Newman said, “especially in His people made in His image.”  God’s 
grace and love are given to us in special ways through holy people who inspire us and encourage us to continue on our 
journey of faith.  The Letter to the Hebrews refers to this when it says “we are surrounded by such a great cloud of wit-
nesses.”  Christians need the saints, and especially the queen of Saints, Mary. 

The motivation behind our devotion to Our Lady Mary is that she shows us what real devotion to Jesus looks 
like.  She did not abandon him!  She went to the cross with him and stayed until the very end.  She held his body in her 
arms.  She still holds his body, the Church, in her arms to this day.  At the end of her life, she was taken by her son to 
heaven where she stands with him, praying to him for each of us. 

She inspires us! If our goal is to love the Resurrected Lord with all our heart then when we look at her, we see 
just that.  Mary loved Jesus.  She was his mother, and because He has risen and is our brother, she too is our mother.  
In this month dedicated to our mothers, we here at St. Vincent’s are especially grateful for our blessed mother Mary.  

Each day of the year our bell tower at 9, Noon, & 5 rings out a set of prayers known as The Angelus.  Prayers 
go along with each set of bells to remember one of the most important events in human history, namely when the angel 
Gabriel appeared to Mary and she said yes to God’s will to bear a son.  This set of bells is rung every day of the year 
except during the great 50 days of Easter.  During Easter, the bells ring the Regina Caeli prayer instead.  These prayers 
rejoice in the fact that Jesus loved his mother dearly and that she loved Him.  They ring out the joy of the Resurrec-
tion!  The prayers said with the bells are listed here below and have been prayed by Christians for many centuries dur-
ing Easter tide: 

 

Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia.  For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia.  Has risen, as he said, alle-
luia. Pray for us to God, alleluia. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia! 

O God, who gave joy to the world through the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, grant that 
through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, His Mother, we may obtain the joys of everlasting life. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 

Stand beside the Lord’s mother during this Easter season giving worship and adoration to the Risen Lord.  Do 
not abandon him as the others did but be steadfast in love and devotion as she was.  Be faithful with her to the One 
who is the Beginning and the End, the Alpha & the Omega, to Jesus our risen Lord, to whom belongs all majesty, 
praise and worship!  Alleluia! Christ is Risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Fr. Jordan 
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The Ascension  
of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ 
May 21st, 2009 

St. Augustine on the Ascension... 
"Today our Lord Jesus Christ ascended into heaven; let our hearts ascend with him. Listen to the words 
of the Apostle: If you have risen with Christ, set your hearts on the things that are above where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God; seek the things that are above, not the things that are on earth. For just as he remained 
with us even after his ascension, so we too are already in heaven with him, even though what is promised 
us has not yet been fulfilled in our bodies. 

Christ is now exalted above the heavens, but he still suffers on earth all the pain that we, the members of 
his body, have to bear. He showed this when he cried out from above: Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? 
and when he said: I was hungry and you gave me food. Why do we on earth not strive to find rest with him 
in heaven even now, through the faith, hope and love that unites us to him?  

While in heaven he is also with us; and we while on earth are with him. He is here with us by his divinity, 
his power and his love. We cannot be in heaven, as he is on earth, by divinity, but in him, we can be 
there by love. 

He did not leave heaven when he came down to us; nor did he withdraw from us when he went up again 
into heaven. The fact that he was in heaven even while he was on earth is borne out by his own state-
ment: No one has ever ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man, who is in 
heaven. These words are explained by our oneness with Christ, for he is our head and we are his body. No 
one ascended into heaven except Christ because we also are Christ: he is the Son of Man by his union 
with us, and we by our union with him are sons of God.  

So the Apostle says: Just as the human body, which has many members, is a unity, because all the different members 
make one body, so is it also with Christ. He too has many members, but one body. Out of compassion for us 
he descended from heaven, and although he ascended alone, we also ascend, because we are in him by 
grace. Thus, no one but Christ descended and no one but Christ ascended; not because there is no dis-
tinction between the head and the body, but because the body as a unity cannot be separated from the 
head." 

From a sermon by Saint Augustine, bishop (Sermo de Ascensione Domini, Mai 98, 1-7: PLS 2, 429-495)  

                                            
 

“He ascended into Heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty…” 

 

The Feast of the Ascension is celebrated on the fortieth day 
after Easter and commemorates the ascension of Jesus into 
Heaven.  Please join St. Vincent’s in celebrating this sa-
cred feast day on  Thursday, May 21st, with mass at 
6:30pm followed by a potluck dinner. 

Prayer 

God our Father, 
make us joyful in the ascension of your Son Jesus Christ. 
May we follow him into the new creation 
for his ascension is our glory and our hope. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Prepared by the Spiritual Theology Department  
of the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross  
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Joyfully Guilty Moms 
 
I saw this button recently and it really made me laugh.  It said, “The only thing to match the heights of a 
mother’s joy is the depth of her guilt.”  Oh!  Owww!  So true!  Since becoming a mom, I have felt more in-
tense joy than I ever imagined.  And right along with it, such guilt.  In fact, it’s almost daily, right?  I sit them 
down in front of the TV and feel guilt.  I give in and make mac-n-cheese for dinner (again), and I feel guilt.  
You get the picture.  We all have some kind of mommy-guilt.  Well, since this month is our month, (Yay for 
Mother’s Day!) I say we get past the guilt for a minute and see what we are doing right!   
 
I watched a show about a little girl that had experienced severe neglect.  MRI’s of children that experience se-
vere neglect show areas of their brains that do not develop at all.  Babies need to be held and talked to and in-
teracted with in order for their brains to make pathways for essential life skills.  It was a heartbreaking show, 
but at the same time, I thought about how much power we have to do good in our children’s lives.  If our chil-
dren are walking, talking, building friendships, and able to connect with people at all, that is because of us!  
We did that!  We did all the holding and cooing and loving that they needed for their brains to develop prop-
erly.  Good job moms! 
 
There was a time when I knew everything about parenting.  I knew exactly what to do, and then I actually had 
kids and it all went out the door.  We all have areas where we have been very successful with our kids, and ar-
eas that we would rather not discuss.  So for this month, let’s put those areas of success foremost in our minds, 
and give ourselves a pat on the back.  Did your baby sleep through the night at six weeks?  Big pat on the 
back.  Do your kids gobble up broccoli and spinach?  Big pat on the back.  Do you have a teenage daughter 
that doesn’t use her slamming bedroom door as her main way of communicating? Giant pat on the back!  
Whatever your parenting strengths have been, give yourself some credit this month.  Good job moms! 
 
I assume that if you are reading this article, you are part of the community of St. Vincent’s.  You have intro-
duced your kids to a spiritual life and you bring them to Church.  OK, so you get another big pat on the back 
for this!  Being involved in Church is good for kids.  A recent study by a sociologist,  John P. Bartowski, and a 
team of researchers from Mississippi State University confirms this.  He found that young children that attend 
Church regularly fare better emotionally, socially, and cognitively.  Hey, we knew that!  We knew that it was 
good for our kids to learn about and experience the love of God.  We knew how important spiritual community 
is for them.  Good job moms! 
 
And the guilt?  Embrace it as your strength.  It means you care about your kids and want to give them your 
best.  Being a mom is not always easy, and sometimes we make the easy choice instead of the best choice.  It 
is our guilt that can move us beyond what is easiest to something better.  It is our guilt that moves us to turn 
off the TV and get out the play-dough, to make them do homework instead of playing video games, to enforce 
curfews even when we’re exhausted.  So, this month, remember all the great things you do for your kids.  And 
when you feel guilt, remember that it is because you are such a great mom!  Happy Mother’s Day! 
 
        Laura West 
        Sunday School Coordinator 

A Mother’s Prayer at Evening 
Though I am tired, O Lord, I will not forget Your goodness to me this 
day.  As I have accepted my duties so I have accepted Your blessings.  
May they together bring me Your aid for my tomorrows and Your 
promised reward for me someday in the warmth of Your eternal light. 
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Please come and join the Dean for an elegant night of dinner, fellowship, and fun.  Saturday, 
May 9th beginning with “social” time at 6:30PM and dinner at 7:15PM.   
 
The evening will include a dessert auction to support travel costs for Dean Reed, a silent auction 
to support the choir trip to England, and a raffle to support our Summer Mission Team trip.  
 
Cost for dinner is $15 per person or $25 for a couple.  Reservations will be taken in the court-
yard during April. 

DINNER WITH THE DEAN 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 9TH 

STARTING AT 6:30PM 
 

$ 15 PER PERSON 

$ 25 PER COUPLE 

Mexican Dinner for 6  Cat sitting 
Baby sitting   Vocal coaching 
Dinner for 8   BBQ dinner for 10 
Wine and food pairing for 6 Plant annual color 
Provide/plant spider lilies  Motorbike ride and picnic 
Luxury comfort basket  Professional landscape consultation 

THE AUCTION WILL INCLUDE... 
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Upcoming Events 
The Bishop Iker Challenge 

9th Annual Golf Tournament 
June 5th, 2009 

 
The 9th Annual Bishop Iker Challenge Golf Tournament will be played at the Squaw 
Valley Golf Course in Glen Rose.  The format will be a 4-person scramble—limited 

to 288 players. 
 

This year’s proceeds will be used to provide 40 scholarships to summer camp at Camp 
Crusis for those children needing financial aid, as well as to enhance the existing facil-
ity in order to keep it competitive with other camps.  In this way we can continue to 

further God’s work through our children. 
 

So, mark your calendars and begin putting your team together now!  If anyone needs 
help finding a team please contact Harvey Craig.  Entry forms are available Sundays in 

the courtyard. 

Parish Picnic has been rescheduled due to 
weather concerns.   

The picnic is rescheduled for Sunday, June 7th 

Help support St. Vincent’s School  
through  Dining for Dollars! 

 
Monday May 11th 
3:00pm-8:00pm 

Chili’s – Central & 183 
 

Tell your server you are with St. Vincent’s and  
a percentage of your bill goes to support SVS. 

N.E.E.D.  
(Northeast Emergency Distribution ) needs 
your help, especially food items such as peanut but-
ter, canned meats, canned vegetables as well as baby 
items. There will be a special collection on Sunday, 
May 3. Please place your donations in the "Green 
N.E.E.D. Box" in the courtyard outside the narthex 
doors. 

N.E.E.D.  Is an outreach service supported by over 
50 churches in Northeast Tarrant County and sup-
plies food, clothing, and other short term necessities 
for the needy. 

Upcoming Sunday Forums: 
  
May 3:        Theological Education at  
  St. Vincent’s School 
May 10:       Bishop Boyle, “Finishing his ministry  
  in N. Malawi” 
May 17:       “Sunday School Presentation” 
May 24:        Summer Twyman:  “Mission work in  
  Cambodia” 
May 31:        Pentecost Reception 
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From the Junior Warden: 
 
Thanks to everyone that that came to help at the Church Workday on April 4 th.  The plants in the 
courtyard look great and the trees along the South side of the church received a much needed 
trimming.  A special thanks to all of the men that did the dirty job of cleaning out the gutters and 
drains.  They work much better without the leaves clogging them up. 
 
Now I need you to look to the future a bit.  We’re releasing the paid lawn service at the end of 
June and re-activating the parish lawn teams.  This is a good opportunity to donate your time & 
talents while we conserve the churches financial resources.  I will be setting out a table in the 
courtyard for sign-ups in a few weeks. 

 
         - Bob Thornton 

Mass Of Collegiality 
 

On April 7th the annual Mass of Collegiality was held at St. Vincent’s Cathedral.  Led by Bishop Iker and 
Bishop Wantland, clergy from all over the diocese gathered to renew their ordination vows.   

 
Mrs. Buffington’s middle school art class was studying photography and her students were on hand to  

document the event.  
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Visit our website at  

www.stvc.org 

 MAY BIRTHDAYS 
Karen Chapman  1-May 
Jan Murrell  2-May 
Catherine Divers  3-May 
Gary Hanna  4-May 
Lauren Lindley  4-May 
Leslie Dickerson  5-May 
Louise Wilkinson  5-May 
Madison Patricia Abron 6-May 
Megan Lindesay Abron 6-May 
J. Colin Davis  6-May 
Micah Denis Fischer 6-May 
Inger Miller  6-May 
Marshall Ronnigen 6-May 
Cristopher Andrew Sawyer 6-May 
Samantha Ann Haney 7-May 
Roger J. Hommer 7-May 
Berkeley Mengwasser 7-May 
Kristi Ronnigen  7-May 
Rhett Golsan  8-May 
Drew Johnson  8-May 
Bryan C. Webb  8-May 
Juliane Weintraub 8-May 
Raul Ortiz  9-May 
Onna Moore  10-May 
Carly Cook  11-May 
Honore Ebert  11-May 
Carlene Howard  11-May 
Conor Cole Jackson 11-May 
Jeffrey Christian Johnson 12-May 
Rita Klosinski  13-May 
Nicholas Mueller  13-May 
Martin Fuller  14-May 
Steve Mueller  15-May 
Jonathan Mugabi Segujja 15-May 
Christina DeAngela Marie Davis 16-May 

Cynthia Crook  17-May 
Joanna Hutchison 17-May 
Katherine Lee O'Neil 17-May 
Rebecca Cervantes 18-May 
Riley Lauren Kirkman 18-May 
Deloma Trussell  18-May 
Carrie Elizabeth Anderson 19-May 
Stan O'Neil  19-May 
John Austin Wood 19-May 
Leslie Ann Wood  19-May 
Shawn Cook  20-May 
John Jordan  20-May 
Jerry Wayne Lambert 20-May 
Kelsey Wigginton  20-May 
Francis Lamp  21-May 
Steve Gilligan  22-May 
Arthur Brooks Higginbotham 22-May 
Mark J. Jeffers  22-May 
Allison Mack  22-May 
Virginia Butchard  23-May 
James Moore  23-May 
Bethany Lind  25-May 
Macy Ann-Frances Cleveland 27-May 
Susana C. Laird  27-May 
Andrew Divers  28-May 
Jerry Harrison  28-May 
Jean Ballard  29-May 
Greggory Hicks  29-May 
Andrew Holmes  29-May 
Jackson B. Williams 29-May 
Ashton Avery Richardson 30-May 
Matthew Richardson 30-May 
Barbara Guthrie  31-May 
T.A. Kidwill  31-May 
Jacque Ridgway  31-May 

To our parish family – thank you for your concern, 
cards, food, and flowers, but most importantly for 
your prayers sent during and following Jan’s recent 
surgery and recovery.  We are so thankful to have a 
loving church family such as you. 

 

 Jan and Ron Turner 
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Monday, 7/13—Friday, 7/17 
 

Ages: 5yrs thru 5th grade 
Cost is $5 per child  
Dinner is provided 

 

Classes are from 5:30pm-8:30pm 
There will be concurrent adult classes available 

 

Come & bring your friends & neighbors to experience & discover God! 

St. Vincent’s kids 
Lovely Lady Dressed in Blue 

            Lovely Lady dressed in blue- 

            Teach me how to pray! 

            God was just your little boy,  

            Tell me what to say! 

            Did you lift Him up, sometimes, 
            Gently on your knee? 

            Did you sing to Him the way 

            Mother does to me? 

            Did you hold His hand at night? 

            Did you ever try 

            Telling stories of the world? 

            O! And did He cry? 

            Do you really think He cares 

            If I tell Him things- 

            Little things that happen? And 

            Do the Angels' wings 

                Make a noise? And can He hear 

            Me if I speak low? 

            Does He understand me now? 

               Tell me- for you know? 

                Lovely Lady dressed in blue- 

            Teach me how to pray! 

            God was just your little boy,  

            And you know the way.  svkids.blogspot.com 

Mark your calendar! 
 

Sunday School to present at Adult Forum on May 17th   
(May 17th is the last day of regular Sunday School) 

 

Summer Sunday school will begin on June 7th. 
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Adult Formation 
Schedule: 
 
Sunday 
Adult Forum…………………...10:30am 
Women’s Bible Study………….10:20am 
Basic Christianity……………...10:45am 
 
Tuesday 
Men’s Bible Study………………7:00am 
 
Wednesday 
Dean’s Bible Study…………….10:00am 
Women’s Bible Study…………..6:15pm 
 
Thursday 
Father Foster’s Class……………7:30pm 

We always welcome any ideas, suggestions or 
comments on the content of this monthly pub-
lication.  The purpose of the Deacon is to 
communicate, educate and inform the ever 
growing community of St. Vincent’s. 
 

Please feel free to contact the Parish Office.   
 
Just a reminder, we always post our monthly dead-
line in each publication.  

The Altar Schedule can be found on our website at 
www.stvc.org.  Look under the Contents menu on the left 
side of the page for  “Laity Schedules.” 

 

ST. VINCENT’S  
AFRICAN FELLOWSHIP 

 
The African Fellowship will be meeting for 
worship services on Sundays at 10:00am 

on the second floor of the  
Middle School Building. 

All are invited. 

CHOIR CD’S  
AVAILABLE AT LAST! 
 
And not just one disc, but two, recorded live on Febru-
ary 16.  The first disc contains the complete service of 
Evensong & Benediction as sung at the Cathedral.  
The second has several of the choir’s favorite anthems 
as well as works for trumpet and organ played by our 
resident trumpeter, Tom Connely, and Barbara Burton. 
 
The album is available for $20, part of which will help 
with the expense of the choir’s residency at Wells Ca-
thedral in England this August.  Your favorites are on 
here:  Mozart’s Ave Verum, Faure’s Cantique de Jean 
Racine, and others. 
 
Place your order in the court-
yard between services on any 
Sunday in May. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

Diocesan  
Convocation of 
the New Province 
 

3 
 

BP 8:30-11:30am 
 

BSA Breakfast 
 

Evensong 6pm 

4 
 
 
 
 
7pm Handbells 

5 6 7 8 9 
 
Dinner with the 
Dean 6:30pm 

10  
Mother’s Day 
 

Bishop Boyle to 
preach/address 
adult forum 
 

Sunday School  
program  

11 
 
 
 
 
7pm Handbells 

12 
 
Daughters of the 
King 7pm (L) 

13 
 
Newcomers Wine 
& Cheese 7:00-
8:00pm (PH) 

14 15 16 

17 
 
Sunday School to 
present at Adult 
Forum 

18 
 
 
Vestry 7:10pm (L) 
 
 
7pm Handbells 
(last rehearsal) 

19 20 
Deacon  
Deadline  

21 
Ascension 
6:30pm mass  
followed by  
potluck 

22 23 

24 25 
 
Memorial 
Day  
NO SCHOOL 

26 27 28 29 30 

31 Pentecost 
 
 
 
 
 
Mission Team Mtg 
12:30pm (PH) 

      

     SUN       MON          TUE           WED           THURS      FRI      SAT 
10am Dean’s Bible  
          Study (P) 
Choir Practice 

5:30p - Youth 
7:30p - Adult 

6:15p  EYC 
6:15p SVWF  
           Bible Study   

Legend:  
SVWF:  St. Vincent’s  
Women’s Fellowship 
DOK:  Daughters of the King 
BStA:  Brotherhood of  
St. Andrews 
EYC:  Youth Group 
SVS:  St. Vincent’s School 
PTC:  SV School Parent/Teacher Club 



 

 

Sunday 
Morning Prayer………………………7:05am 
Holy Eucharist……………………….7:30am 
Choral Eucharist……………………..9:00am 
Christian Education………………...10:15am  
Holy Eucharist……………………...11:30am 
Evening Prayer………………………6:00pm 
Evensong  is offered on select Sunday evenings at 6:00pm 

 
All weekday services take place in St. Mary’s Chapel  

 
Weekday 

 

Morning Prayer 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & 
Friday………………………………...9:00am 
Wednesday & Saturday……………….8:40am 

 

Holy Eucharist 
Monday, Friday……………………..12:00pm 
Tuesday………………………………6:30am 
Wednesday…………………………...9:00am 
Thursday……………………………..7:00pm 
Saturday……………………………...9:00am 
 

Evening Prayer 
Daily (except Thursday)……………...5:00pm 
Thursday…………………………….6:40pm 
 

Confession   
Saturdays…………………...8:00a.m.-8:30a.m 

     (or by appointment) 
 
 

Clergy 
 

The Right. Rev. Jack L. Iker, Bishop 
The Very Rev. Ryan S. Reed, Dean 

The Rev. Canon Richard A. Cantrell  
The Rev. Canon John W. Jordan 

The  Rev. Kerwin K. Wade, Deacon 
The Rev Randall Foster, School Chaplain 

 
Administration  
Barbara M. Burton              Music Director 
Spring Chaltas                    Cathedral Administrator 
Ellen Reedy                Parish Business Administrator 
Virginia Butchard                                 Receptionist 
Barbara Wojnicki                       Facilities Manager  
Dr. Mary Dickerson                  Head of School 

 
Children’s Ministry 

 

Laura West       Children's Sunday School Coordinator 
Carly Cook                            Nursery Coordinator 
Veronique Duprey              Children’s Chapel Coordinator 
Luanne Graham                       “2 Steps Up” Coordinator 
Lynne Shattuck                       Youth Ministries Assistant  
 

Vestry 
 

Joe Graber, Sr. Warden         Bob Thornton, Jr Warden 
Rick Jones, Treasurer       Don Bendure, Clerk 
 

Robert Boyer           Joe Kalbfleisch         Neil Rogers  
Keal Cleveland        Chad Haney        Rob Shattuck  
Tom Crook    Mike Polley        Ron Turner                                       
Charles Dowden  

Address Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org. 
Permit No. 58  
US Postage Paid  
Bedford TX 

St. Vincent’s uses the 1979 Book of Common Prayer as its standard form of worship 

www.stvc.org 


