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Our Schedule 

 Sundays  

 Morning Prayer—8:30 AM 

 Adult Forum — 9 AM 

 Holy Eucharist — 10:15 AM 

3rd Sundays of the 

Month 

 Healing & Anointing 

  

 Thursdays 

 Evening Prayer — 4:30 PM   

 (prayer room, ed. bldg.) 

CHRISTMAS AT ST. GILES! 
 

Sunday, Dec. 21, 4 p.m. - Christmas Lessons & Carols 
This service, based on the popular service originated at Kings' College,  

Cambridge, a century ago tells the Christmas story through scripture readings, 
prayers, choral anthems, and hymns and carols sung by all. This is a  
wonderful opportunity to invite friends and neighbors to St. Giles! 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve 
4:30 p.m. - An inter-generational celebration of Holy Eucharist including  

congregational singing of carols accompanied by the St. Giles Band.  
Children in attendance will be invited to help tell the story of  

the first Christmas by helping to assemble the crèche. 
 

10:30 p.m. - The St. Giles Choir, accompanied by a chamber orchestra of  
professional musicians, will present Part II of J.S. Bach's Christmas Oratorio. 

 

11:00 p.m. - Solemn Choral Eucharist with choir, hymns, and sermon.  
(Incense will be used.) 

 

Thursday, Dec. 25 - Christmas Day 

10:15 a.m. - Simple spoken celebration of Holy Eucharist with sermon (Rite I). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TWO IMPORTANT EVENTS ON DECEMBER 7… 
 

Please be on hand on Sunday, December 7 for two very important events.  
 

 The first is the ingathering for 2015 financial pledges. Materials were mailed 
several weeks ago either electronically or via U.S. Postal Service. If you did not 
receive them, please contact the church office. Forms are also available on the 
credenza in the narthex. Please give prayerful consideration to your financial 
commitment for the coming year. Thanks to Mike Piskel for his work coordi-
nating this year’s pledge drive. 

 

 The second is the parish meeting to be held immediately after the final hymn 
that day. The meeting is for the purpose of voting on two amendments to the 
parish by-laws that have been proposed by the vestry. The first would reduce 
the size of the vestry from nine elected members to six (plus two wardens 
and the rector). The second would reduce the number of persons required 
for the vestry nominating committee from two vestry members and six  

     parishioners-at-large to one vestry member and two parishioners at large.  
For several years the vestry has discussed, off and on, the possibility of scaling         
back its numbers. Members of the bishop’s ministries staff, with whom we 
have consulted, support this action. The full text of these amendments may be 
found elsewhere in this newsletter. 
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RECTOR’S REFLECTION:  
RENEWING, THRIVING, AND MATCHING UP 
 

 
This month I write with some updates of several initiatives, new and ongoing. 
 
Thrive: In the October issue of The Bells I wrote about Thrive, a congregational vitality 
program initiated two years ago by the Diocese of Chicago. This two-year series of re-
treats and weekend sessions in the company of a number of other parishes in the dio-
cese will, according to the diocesan website, “inspire and equip your leaders to engage in 
God's work with confidence, skill and fulfillment in keeping with our Baptismal Covenant.” The 
vestry voted to apply for this program, and I am pleased to report that we have been 
chosen to participate! This means that we will be sending our Thrive team to the 
monthly sessions; we will also choose an additional group of people to serve on the 
accountability team, which is responsible for helping the team apply the learning to its 
congregational life, and who will meet regularly with the Thrive team. The St. Giles 
Thrive team consists of  
Meredith Brooks, Cynthia Hallas, and Huw Williams; the accountability team has yet to 
be named. The first retreat is scheduled for Friday-Saturday, January 9-10, with a com-
missioning to be held during the liturgy on January 4. I am very excited about the possi-
bilities that lie ahead through our participation in Thrive. 
 
Renewal Works: Many of you will recall the Episcopal Spiritual Life Renewal survey 
that we took nearly three years ago. The survey originated at Willow Creek Church 
and was picked up by our diocese as a possible way to gauge depth of spiritual for-
mation among members of our congregations; St. Giles was part of the original test 
group. Some Episcopalians who took the survey were confused and frustrated by its 
language, which did not speak to our particular piety and ethos. Eventually, ESLR was 
picked up by Forward Movement and renamed ―Renewal Works‖, with the intention of 
making it more amenable to our tradition. Several things came out of our participation 
in the survey, however. One was the need for a renewed engaged with our scriptures; 
to that end we initiated the year-long Bible Challenge, as well as other more short-term 
studies. We also determined a desire for small group ministries, something that will get 
more attention in the near future, and more opportunities for weekday worship. The 
Thursday Evening Prayer service, additional celebrations of Eucharist on feast days, and 
the addition of Morning Prayer several days a week stem from that. I am part of a group 
of rectors who meet regularly at St. James Commons to discuss ongoing effects of Re-
newal Works in our parishes. The vestry’s study during the past year of People of the 
Way by Dwight Zscheile came out of that discussion. At our last meeting Meredith 
Brooks and Tracey Solano joined me; I encourage you to ask them about their experi-
ence. Though the ongoing work has operated somewhat under the radar, the survey 
continues to influence the way I approach worship and Christian formation in the  
parish. 
 
Partners for Sacred Places was founded nearly thirty years ago to assist urban  
houses of worship with renovation and necessary repairs they might not otherwise 
have been able to afford. Over the years it has also begun to match up arts and other 
not-for-profit groups that need space with churches and synagogues that often sit  
empty on weekdays and evenings. A recent grant from the MacArthur Foundation has 
allowed PSP to set up iSPi, described as ―an eHarmony for houses of worship and com-
munity partners‖, but with no fee for participants. Prompted in part by the loss of  
Extraordinary Kids due to low enrollment, I contacted PSP and in September, Meredith 
Brooks and I met with one of their consultants. She came out to St. Giles, took pictures 
and measurements, and discussed our mission, our community, our strengths, and our 
needs. Several weeks ago the database for iSPi was launched and we have been included. 
There is no obligation, there is no guarantee, but I am hopeful that we may be able to 
find uses for our space in addition to Campanella.   
            —Cynthia+ 
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 December 
 Lectionary Readings 
 

   

December 7 - Advent 2 

 Isaiah 40:1-11 

 2 Peter 3:8-15a 

 Mark 1:1-8 

 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

December 14 - Advent 3 

 Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

 John 1:6-8,19-28 

 Psalm 126  

December 21 - Advent 4 

 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

 Romans 16:25-27 

 Luke 1:26-38 

 Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

 Isaiah 9:2-7  

 Titus 2:11-14  

 Luke 2:1-14 

 Psalm 96 

December 25 (Christmas Day) 

Isaiah 9:2-7  

 Titus 2:11-14  

 Luke 2:1-14 

 Psalm 96 

December 28 - Christmas 1  

 Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

 Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 

 John 1:1-18 

 Psalm 147:13-21 

  

 December  
 Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

    Birthdays: 
 

    1 Erick Cerveny 

    2 Margaret Pearson 

    4 Merlin Lehman 

    5 Lynne Adams 

    8 Warren Pearson 

  10 Coleman Solano 
 

    Anniversaries: 

       10  Bob Robinson & Ellie Bonebrake 

  

  27 Belinda Chandler & Henry Austin 

  Tom & Cindy Conrad 

SR. WARDEN’S REPORT: 
 

Congratulations to the first class of Bible Challenge grad-

uates. Welcome to the second cohort. We wish you a 

rewarding journey. 
 

Last year, in order to balance our budget, we cut our 

giving to the Diocese. We agreed that, if we were able to 

exceed our budget, we would make up this shortfall. Alt-

hough it is easy to lose sight of what was decided, I am 

asking everyone to keep this in mind while completing 

your 2014 pledges this month.  
 

Please make the finance committee’s job easier and turn 

in your pledge card at the Dec. 7th Dedication Sunday 

service! 
 

Have a joyful Advent and a Merry Christmas. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Meredith Brooks 

Sr. Warden 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS!! 
 

For anyone interested, volunteers are needed at Revive during the week of December 8th to help with 

Christmas basket distribution.  Please feel free to call Adrienne Miller with any questions or concerns.    
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 SANTA CAME EARLY! 
Santa came early this year, delivering two Christmas-related volumes to our St. Bede’s Library: Dickens at 

Christmas and Light Upon Light.  
 

You might expect that the first story in Dickens at Christmas (call number  

F/DIC) would be A Christmas Carol, but it isn’t; instead, it’s an earlier story,  

a chapter from The Pickwick Papers titled ―The Story of the Goblins Who 

Stole a Sexton.‖ It was published in 1836, seven years before A Christmas  

Carol. The sexton – a church caretaker and grave-digger – is Gabriel Grub, 

described by Dickens as ―an ill-conditioned, cross-grained, surly fellow‖ who 

had ―a deep scowl of malice and ill-humor.‖ And he hated Christmas. Sound 

familiar? 
 

A Christmas Carol is the book’s second story; it comes complete with 

Ebenezer Scrooge, Bob Cratchit, Tiny Tim, Marley’s Ghost, and, of course, 

―Bah! Humbug!‖ It was first published in 1843 and has never been out of 

print. It is followed by 12 other items – stories and essays, ranging in length 

from 6 to 98 pages. To quote from the book’s jacket blurb, ―It is said that 

Charles Dickens invented Christmas, and within these pages you’ll certainly 

find all of the elements of a traditional Christmas brought to vivid life.‖  

Yes, you certainly will. 
 

Light Upon Light: A Literary Guide to Prayers for Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany 

(call number 242.3/ART) was compiled by Sarah Arthur, a graduate of 

Wheaton College (Illinois) and Duke University Divinity School and the wife 

of a Methodist minister. Beginning the first week of Advent and continuing 

through Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and Epiphany, Light Upon Light offers 

an outline for daily meditation with prayers and Scripture suggestions plus 

literary readings from contemporary authors and noted authors of the past. 

The book is in 18 sections, four for Advent, four of Christmastide, and ten 

for Epiphany. Each section begins with a suggested outline for daily prayer, 
including an opening prayer, a psalm, suggested Scriptures, five to seven liter-

ary readings, an opportunity for personal prayer, and a closing prayer. The 

psalms and Scriptures are cited, but not included; you’ll need your Bible for 

them. (The readings are not the same ones we use on the corresponding  

Sundays.) 
 

The opening and closing prayers are usually poems by well-known figures from the past, sounding like the 

entries on an English major’s Required Reading list, including John Donne, George Herbert, Cardinal New-

man, Lord Tennyson, and Ben Jonson. The literary readings also include Donne and Herbert, plus such fig-

ures as George Eliot (Mary Ann Evans), G. K. Chesterton, Charles Dickens, Shakespeare, T. S. Eliot, Lewis 

Carroll (no, not from Alice in Wonderland), and Gerard Manley Hopkins. But there are also some contem-

porary authors, including Mary F. C Pratt, ―a (mostly) retired deacon of the Episcopal Church,‖ who made 

several contributions, including a poem titled ―Writing a Sermon, December 23" about meeting her son at 

the Boston airport. This is probably the only book in our library that mentions both a baseball cap and a 

Harley motorcycle.           

            –Doug Downey 
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MUSIC NOTES-  

CHRISTMAS LESSONS AND CAROLS  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 AT 4:00 P.M. 
 

The annual Festival Service of Lessons and Carols will be held on the afternoon of the Fourth Sunday of  

Advent.  One of the most beautiful services of the year, this is a splendid time to bring friends and family to 

St. Giles to hear the story of salvation history and the birth of Christ, to sing carols, and to be inspired by the 

choir’s special offerings.  The choir will sing – Beautiful Star of Bethlehem (R.F. Boyce), Remember, O thou 

man (T. Ravenscroft), I sing of a maiden (M. Martin), O Radiant Dawn (J. MacMillan), O little town of Bethle-

hem (B. Chilcott), Wexford Carol (Irish traditional, arr. J. Rutter), and See amid the winter’s snow (J. Goss). 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE AT 4:30 P.M. 
 

The traditional Family Eucharist at 4:30 includes the singing of many of the familiar carols, all accompanied  
by a ―pick up‖ instrumental ensemble of musicians, all members of St. Giles.  Let me know right away if you 

are interested in joining this illustrious band!  There will be just one rehearsal – on Sunday, December 21  

at 11:45.    

 

CHRISTMAS EVE AT 10:30 P.M. 
 

The choir will be offering Bach’s Christmas Oratorio (Part II) with a professional orchestra of flutes, oboes,  

and strings.  The Festival Eucharist at 11:00 will include carols for all to sing (with orchestral accompaniment) 

and the choir will sing the Wexford Carol (Irish traditional, arr. J. Rutter), and See amid the winter’s snow  

(J. Goss). 

   

Contributions to the Instrumental Musicians Fund 
 

Your contributions to the Instrumental Musicians Fund are especially appreciated at the Christmas season.   

Your gift in honor or memory of someone may be registered on the signup sheet in the narthex. 

 

Save the Date:  Valentine’s Day Choir Concert 
 

A festive evening of fun on the last Saturday before Lent  

5 
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BY-LAWS AMENDMENT: 
 

ARTICLE IV PARISH OFFICERS 
 

 Section 1: Trustees and Vestry   
 The corporate officers of the parish shall be the rector; two wardens, who may be distin-

guished as ―senior‖ and ―junior‖ warden; and six (6) eleven (11) vestry members for a total 
of 9 (nine); and these hereinafter be referred to collectively as the ―vestry.‖ 

 

ARTICLE VI WARDENS AND VESTRY 
 

 Section 2: Number, Qualifications, and Tenure of Vestry 
 The six (6) eleven (11) vestry members shall be communicants of the parish in good stand-

ing, as defined by the canons of the Church and the Diocese of Chicago, and who are quali-
fied to vote in a parish election, as defined in Article VI, Section 6 of these by-laws. One (1) 
Two (2)vestry members may be a members of the high school church school program 
whose terms of office shall be for one (1) year. Six (6) Nine (9) of the vestry members shall 
serve terms of office of three (3) years, provided that the expiration of the terms of office of 
the several vestry members shall be so arranged that only two (2) three (3) vestry members 
shall be elected at any annual parish meeting, unless a vacancy is to be filled. Upon the expi-
ration of the term of office of a vestry member, he/she shall not be eligible again to be elect-
ed or appointed a vestry member until the annual parish meeting next succeeding the annual 
parish meeting at which his/her term of office expired; except if the term of office just ex-
pired was to fill a vacancy of less than two (2) years’ duration, this vestry member may be 
elected for a full term of office as a vestry member at the annual parish meeting at which the 
vacancy term of office expired. A vestry member may, however, be elected to the office of 
warden immediately upon the expiration of his/her term as a vestry member. 

  

 Section 4: Method of Nomination and Election 
 [The members of the high school church school program may serve as a member of the 

nominating committee to select one (1) two (2)candidates to fill the offices of one (1) two 
(2) vestry members from the high school church school program serving a one-year terms.] 
OR [The member of the high school church school program may nominate one (1) candi-
date to fill the office of one (1) vestry member from the high school church school program 
serving a one-year term.]  A nominating committee consisting of a total of three (3) eight (8)
parishioners qualified to vote in a parish election, as defined in Article VI, Section 6 of these 
by-laws, shall have the duty to nominate a slate of candidates to fill vacancies for the office 
of warden and vestry members serving three-year terms. In addition, qualified communi-
cants may also be nominated from the floor at the annual parish meeting to fill vacancies for 
the office of warden and vestry members. The committee shall consist of one (1) two (2)
vestry members, appointed by the vestry, and two (2) six (6) non-vestry parishioners elect-
ed from the parish at large. The two (2) six (6) parishioners shall be elected at a meeting 
called by wardens and vestry members with the consent of the rector. The wardens and 
vestry members shall be elected at the annual parish meeting. 

 

 Section 6: Parishioners Qualified to Vote 
 Parishioners qualified to vote for the wardens and vestry members and upon all questions 

coming before the parish at any annual or special meeting of the parish shall be as follows 
and those only: All confirmed persons, male or female, of the age of sixteen (16) years and 
upward who regularly attend the public services of the parish and who are communicants in 
good standing in the parish, and who are recognized as members of the parish by the rector 
and at least one of the wardens, or if there be no rector present, by the two wardens, and 
whose names appear on the books of the parish treasurer as having contributed by pledge 
or by subscription to the funds to meet the expenses or other obligations of the parish  

 during the six (6) months immediately prior to the annual parish meeting, it being incurred 
prior to the said six (6) months; and who, in addition, declare themselves conscientiously 
attached to the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Church. 
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Preparing for Advent... 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

   

    (Photos by Cynthia Hallas)   
 
 

     
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Work continues on  
 the Altar Cloth 

 

 
 

 
 
           Photos by John Hanzel 
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    Second Sunday Breakfast, November 9 
         (Next one is December 14th!) 

 
    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
                       Photos by John Hanzel  
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ST. GILES EPISCOPAL CHURCH • DECEMBER 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

1 
Office Hours by 

Appointment 
 

8:30 AM: Morning 
Prayer 

2 
 

Yoga Class 9 AM 

 

8:30 AM: Morning 
Prayer 
 

 

 

 

Campanella Choir,  

5:30 - 8:00 PM 

3 
 

 

8:30 AM: Morning 
Prayer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Campanella Choir,  

5:30 - 8:00 PM 

  

 4 
Yoga Class 9 AM 
 

Evening Prayer,   
4:30PM (Prayer Rm) 
 
 

Campanella Choir,  
5:30 - 7:00 PM 
 

St. Giles Choir,  
7:30 PM 

5 
 

Office 

Closed 

 

1:30 PM,  Bible 

Challenge 

6 
 
 

Overeaters 
Anonymous 
11 AM – 12:15 PM 
 

Campanella  Choir 

9 AM - 3 PM 

7 

2 Advent 
8:30 AM: Morning 
Prayer 
 

9 AM: Adult Forum 
 

10:15 AM: Holy  

Eucharist 
 

Dedication Sunday 

& Parish Meeting 

8 
 

Office Closed 
 

 8:30 AM: Morning 

Prayer 

9 
 

Yoga Class 9 AM 

 

 

8:30 AM: Morning 
Prayer 
 

 

 

Campanella Choir,  

5:30 - 8:00 PM 
 

 

10 
 

  
8:30 AM: Morning 
Prayer 
 

 
 

Campanella Choir,  

5:30 - 8:00 PM 

11 
 

Yoga Class 9 AM 
 

Evening Prayer,   
4:30PM (Prayer Rm) 
 
 

Campanella Choir,  
5:30 - 7:00 PM 
 

St. Giles Choir,  
7:30 PM 

12 
   

Office 

Closed 

 

 

13 
 

 

Overeaters 

Anonymous 
11 AM – 12:15 PM 

 

Campanella  Choir 

9 AM - 3 PM 

 

14 
3 Advent 
 

 

8:30 AM: Morning 

Prayer 
 

9 AM: Adult Forum 
 

10:15 AM: Holy  

Eucharist 

15 
 

Office Hours by 

Appointment 
 

8:30 AM: Morning 
Prayer 
 

 

 

January Bells  

Submissions Due 

16 
 

Yoga Class 9 AM 

 

 

8:30 AM: Morning 
Prayer 
 

Campanella Choir,  

5:30 - 8:00 PM 
 

Vestry Meeting, 

7:30 PM  

17 
 

 

 

8:30 AM: Morning 
Prayer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Campanella Choir,  

5:30 - 8:00 PM 

18 
REVIVE  Pick-up  
 

Yoga Class 9 AM 
 

Evening Prayer,   
4:30PM (Prayer Rm) 
 
 

Campanella Choir,  
5:30 - 7:00 PM 
 

St. Giles Choir,  
7:30 PM 

19 
 

Office 

Closed 

 

 

 

20 
 

Overeaters 

Anonymous 

11 AM – 12:15 PM 
 

Campanella  Choir 

9 AM - 3 PM, 

6PM WINTER  

CONCERT 

21 4 Advent 
Healing/Anointing 

 

8:30 AM: Morning 
Prayer 
 

9 AM: Adult Forum 
 

10:15 AM: Holy  

Eucharist 
 

 

ADVENT LESSONS & 

CAROLS-4 PM 

22 
 
 

Office Hours by 

Appointment 
 

8:30 AM: Morning 
Prayer 

23 
Yoga Class 9 AM 

 

 

8:30 AM: Morning 
Prayer 
 

 

 

 

Campanella Choir,  

5:30 - 8:00 PM 

 

 

24 Office 

         Closed 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

4:30 PM — 

Family Eucharist 
 

 

10:30 PM — 
Special Prelude 
Music 

11 PM —Solemn 
Choral Eucharist 

25 Office 

         Closed 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

10:15 AM —  
Holy Eucharist 

(spoken service, 

with hymns & 

carols) 

26 
 

Office 

Closed 

 
 

 

27 
 

Overeaters 

Anonymous 

11 AM – 12:15 PM 
 

Campanella  Choir 

9 AM - 3 PM 

28  
1 Christmas 
 
 

8:30 AM: Morning 

Prayer 
 

9 AM: Adult Forum 
 

10:15 AM: Holy  

Eucharist 
 

 

29 
 

Office Hours by 

Appointment 
 

 

30 
 

Yoga Class 9 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Campanella Choir,  

5:30 - 8:00 PM 

31 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Campanella Choir,  

5:30 - 8:00 PM 
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         The Millionth Pound!! 

                                  Photos courtesy of John Hanzel 
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St. Giles Church 

3025 Walters Avenue 

Northbrook, IL  60062-4399 
 

www.saint-giles.org 

Look for us on Facebook! 

 
Time-Sensitive Material 

 

 

 

 


