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THRIVE TEAM TO BE COMMISSIONED
ON JANUARY 4!
The first Thrive event, an overnight retreat at, will take place on January 9 & 10
at Techny Towers. St. Giles own Thrive team (Meredith Brooks, Cynthia Hallas,
and Huw Williams) will be commissioned at the liturgy on Sunday, January 4. In
addition, an implementation team of 3-4 additional parishioners is being formed
to help the team share the insights and experience of the Thrive sessions.
Please keep both teams in your prayers.

DEDICATION OF ALTAR FRONTAL
SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 11
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Our Schedule
Sundays

This completed panel (seen sideways!) shows the Tree of Life and a portion of the Labyrinth.

Morning Prayer—8:30 AM
Adult Forum — 9 AM
Holy Eucharist — 10:15 AM
3rd Sundays of the Month

For several months, a number of parishioners have been working lovingly on
the new ―stained glass‖ altar frontal for the church. (A frontal is a fabric piece
that fits on the altar and hangs down in front, similar to a tablecloth.) The three
panels have been finished, and the pieces are being sewn together by a seamstress. On Sunday, January 11, the Baptism of our Lord, we plan to present and
dedicate this work of liturgical art. Special thanks to designers Melly Schwartz
and Belinda Chandler. All those who worked on the frontal will be invited and
encouraged to walk in the opening procession as we vest the altar with this
new piece!

Healing & Anointing
Thursdays
Evening Prayer — 4:30 PM
(prayer room, ed. bldg.)
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RECTOR’S REFLECTION: EXAMINING PRIVILEGE
Recent events in Ferguson, Missouri and elsewhere have raised several topics
concerning race, one of which is ―white privilege‖. At a recent meeting of the
Evanston Deanery, several of us shared reflections and thoughts about what this
means in our North Shore communities, and how this affects those of us who
live in neighborhoods that are predominantly white, well-to-do, and well educated, and attend churches that reflect this demographic. Members of the Northbrook Clergy Association are having similar discussions, especially around issues
of education.
In a message to the diocese on November 26, Bishop Lee wrote the following:
Bishop Wayne Smith of Missouri and others have reminded me that systems of
privilege thrive on racism and fear, and they can strip away our recognition of
each other‘s humanity.…But I believe Jesus came so that all of us would have
our humanity, in all of its fullness and beauty, revealed and honored….In our
baptismal covenant, we pledge to respect the dignity of every human being.
(The bishop‘s full message may be read at http://www.episcopalchicago.org/ourstories/2014/11/26/there-only-lamentation-bishop-lee-ferguson.)
Of course, there are many other types of privilege in society: economic, social,
educational, cultural, ethnic, religious. Many of us at St. Giles enjoy these privileges, and because we are surrounded for the most part with others like us, it
may be easy to take them for granted. We need not feel guilty or shamed by
what we have, but it is important to be aware of the effect of such privilege has
on the way we live and in particular, on the ways in which we practice our faith.
In the Adult Forum on January 4 and January 18, we will discuss the issue of
privilege and the ways in which we experience it, all in the context of the Baptismal Covenant (BCP 304ff). We will not be discussing the specifics of the cases
in Ferguson or elsewhere, or whether the actions and decisions of police officers
and grand juries were necessary, correct and just.
Such discussions are not easy to have; they require a good deal of selfexamination, honesty, and spiritual courage. But I believe they are important, and
I hope you will join us in the multi-purpose room at 9:00 a.m. on January 4 and
18. In the meantime, questions to ponder:

Do we confuse privilege with blessing and if so, how dangerous is that?

How do the life and teachings of Jesus motivate us to think about the divisions of economic class, race, education, etc. so prevalent in our society?
-Cynthia+

An Invitation to the Men of the Evanston Deanery:
The Men's Discussion Group at St. James the Less, which meets monthly, has
invited Bishop Lee to speak and lead discussion at one of their meetings.
He has accepted and will be with the group on Saturday, January 24, at 9:30
am. They are inviting the men of the churches in the Evanston Deanery to join
with them at that meeting (for an hour and a half to two hours including refreshment time). They view this as a great opportunity for the men of the Deanery
parishes to have a gathering of the faithful with the Bishop, and hope that many
will join the gathering. Please contact Phil Montross (847-212-1574,
mmonty91994@gmail.com) with questions or comments, or to RSVP.
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January
Birthdays & Anniversaries
Birthdays:
8
15
16
18
19

Jon Hallas
Ed Archibald
Mike Piskel
Brad Howard
Betty Jean Weidaw

Anniversaries:
17
John & Elizabeth Hanzel
29
Chuck & Millie Kolar

DON’T MISS THE ANNUAL
MEETING – JANUARY 25...
The Annual Meeting of the parish will take place on
Sunday, January 25, following an abbreviated 10:15
service. Please be present to elect new vestry members
and to re-cap the year. The morning will conclude with
our annual post-meeting potluck. Look for details,
forthcoming.
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January
Lectionary Readings
January 4 - 2 Christmas
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a
Matthew 2:10-15, 19-23
Psalm 84:1-8
January 11 - 1 Epiphany
Genesis 1:1-5
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11
Psalm 29
January 18 - 2 Epiphany
1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20)
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
January 25 - 3 Epiphany
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20
Psalm 62:6-14

SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT:
Happy New Year! This is my last Sr. Warden‘s report. Thanks to everyone for all the support
you have given me this past year. Cathy, our administrator, deserves a special shout-out for her
patience with my deadline ―challenges‖ regarding these reports.
Condolences to Donna, Tom and all of the McCluskey family on the loss of Bill McCluskey. May
light perpetual shine upon him.
In conclusion, something to help you smile:
We go to a church named St. Giles,
where our music makes everyone smile.
Our garden is feedin‘,
Our bible we‘re readin‘;
We hope that our prayers spread for miles!
- Yours in Christ, Meredith Brooks
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Moving Forward
Four slender paperback books published in 1999 by Forward Movement Publications were recently found
nestled in a drawer in our Narthex. (Forward Movement is a ministry of the Episcopal Church best known
for the quarterly devotional ―Forward Day by Day.‖) We will look at two of those books today, and at the
others in the future.
A Poem Called Lost by Margaret Peacock (call number F/PEA) is not a poem but a novel (or, more accurately,
a novella, because it‘s quite short). I had intended to skim through it and give it a couple of lines, but that
didn‘t work: once I started reading, I couldn‘t stop. It consists of 31 short chapters with one or more related
poems between each chapter. The story is told by Meg Cavenaugh, a woman in her 40s who had lost her
husband a short time before in a senseless accident. She had been a poet and writer (the between-chapter
verses are supposedly hers), but her husband‘s death had caused her to lose all interest in those activities,
and in most others as well. She spends much of her time riding on a city bus ―not to arrive anywhere but to
escape from the past.‖
One day Meg notices a man on her bus reading a poetry magazine and
the title of one of the poems catches her eye: ―Lost.‖ She was fascinated
by the title, so fascinated that she got off the bus at the wrong stop. She
found herself in a rough neighborhood and had an hour to wait for the
next bus. She saw a church down the street and went there for shelter. It
was an Episcopal church, but a rather strange one. Attached to the walls
under the stained-glass windows were jigsaw puzzles. And at the altar
there were two old men playing checkers. ―This wasn‘t ‗church‘ as I remembered it from childhood,‖ she notes. At that point the rector, Father
Joseph, appears and tells her she is in St. Jude‘s Church. ―The patron of
lost causes?‖ she asks. ―Yes,‖ the rector replies, ―but Sister Monica, our
deacon, prefers to call him a patron of the ‗gifted and talented.‘ So many
of the people who come here have fallen on very hard times. But they‘re
all unique. All extraordinary.‖
The rest of the book tells the story of those people, including the two
Monicas (Sister Monica, also known as Big Monica; and Monica the Organist, known as Little Monica even though she is bigger than Big Monica).
As Meg comes to know these people – the two Monicas, Fred & Jerry
(the checkers players), Leo (whose foster parents ended his urges to run
away by getting him a hearing-ear dog), Denise (who had a miscarriage at
the age of 14), the Blind Magician, and many others – she came to realize
that she was no longer Lost.
Murder at Rainbow Falls, by Tommy Lovelace and Beth Streett (F/LOV), takes place in a Tennessee park on
the Ocoee River. (That‘s right – a double ―t‖ in ―Streett.‖ And please don‘t ask me how to pronounce
―Ocoee.‖) A youth group from a local (presumably Episcopal) church is going there for a camping adventure.
An 18-year-old counselor and her 12-year-old nephew are out searching for firewood near a waterfall when
they see a man at the top throw down a body. One of the other counselors has a cellphone, calls the sheriff,
and the game is afoot! The kids are taken white-water rafting down the Oconee and, later, have a rather
scary visit to a cave that comes complete with a bottomless pit. Meanwhile, the murder has reappeared,
and ….
The book‘s writing is somewhat amateurish and the plot is a bit improbable. But it‘s fun to read and it provides a message about Christian faith and love.
–Doug Downey
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MUSIC NOTESVALENTINE’S DAY CHOIR CONCERT
Saturday, February 14 at 7:30
A benefit concert for St. Giles Church
The choir will be ―letting their hair down‖ on February 14 with the presentation of a secular concert
of music about love. Madrigals, folk-songs, popular classics, and selections from musicals will be included in this fun evening. Bring your spouse/significant other/date to this one-of-a-kind evening at
St. Giles. This is also the final Saturday before Ash Wednesday, so Mardi Gras will be in the air….
Put this event on your calendar NOW and be sure to invite friends!!
-Jim Brown

REVIEWING THE TESTAMENT OF MARY~
On Friday, December 5, members of the parish attended the one-woman play The Testament of Mary
at the Victory Gardens Theater, Written by the Irish playwright Colm Toíbin, the play is set some thirty years after the crucifixion and depicts Mary's own interpretation of the life and death of her son, Jesus. Below, attendees review the performance:
Reflection on The Testament of Mary;
I loved the adventure of going to dinner and the theatre with friends from church. Crossing the crazybusy intersection at Fullerton, Halsted, and Lincoln with Colette, Ronnie, and Gloria felt like being in a
foreign land! The play was an intense, one-woman show. This Mary is hardened, angry and grieving
many years after Jesus‘ crucifixion. She is bitterly disillusioned with the world and what happened to
her son in it. She is suspicious of the motives of others, refuses to toe the apostles‘ (story)line, and
prefers to be alone. Perhaps she is unforgiving? There are a few sweet memories of young family life
with her beloved Joseph she clings to but mostly Mary rages at events and shares her suffering like a
lamentation, shouting into the darkness. Are we in God‘s place listening? I had that strange thought
occur as I listened, looking down on this lovingly lit Mary. The play reminded me that God is the only
witness to the entirety of our lives, to every detail, every motive, at every turning point. God is the
only one who can ever fully know us, the truth of us. Thank you, God, for being there. Love, Tracey
And this from Linda Williams;
The 70-minute performance by Linda Reiter of The Testament of Mary, by Colm Tóibín, portrayed
Mary in late middle age, fierce in her grief and anger at her son‘s choices in his life and the death that
came to him. The pain and anguish suffered by this Mary was convincing and disturbing. I find myself
thinking about the play—the brilliance of Reiter‘s performance, the humanity of the Mary she portrays,
the questions and levels of truth she raises.
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Photos courtesy of John Hanzel

A few fun
“selfies”...
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ST. GILES EPISCOPAL CHURCH • JANUARY
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Yoga Class

Office
Closed

Campanella
Choir 9 AM - 4 PM

Office Closed
Evening Prayer,
4:30PM (Prayer Rm)

Overeaters
Anonymous
11 AM – 12:15 PM

NO Choir

4
2 Christmas
8:30 AM: Morning
Prayer
9 AM: Formation
10:15 AM: Holy
Eucharist

11
1 Epiphany
8:30 AM: Morning
Prayer
9 AM: Formation
10:15 AM: Holy
Eucharist and
Epiphany Pageant

18
2 Epiphany
Healing/Anointing

8:30 AM: Morning
Prayer
9 AM: Formation
10:15 AM: Holy
Eucharist

25
3 Epiphany
8:30 AM: Morning
Prayer
9 AM: Formation
10:15 AM: Holy
Eucharist

5
Office Hours by
Appointment

6
Yoga Class
Campanella
Choir,
5:15 - 8 PM

12

13

Office Hours by
Appointment

Yoga Class
Campanella
Choir,
5:15 - 8 PM

7
Campanella
Choir,
6 - 8:00 PM

8

9

10

Yoga Class

Office
Closed

Campanella
Choir 9 AM - 4 PM
Overeaters
Anonymous,
11 AM – 12:15 PM

15

16

17

Yoga Class

Office
Closed

Evening Prayer,
4:30PM (Prayer Rm)
Choir 7:30 PM

14
Campanella
Choir,
6 - 8:00 PM

Evening Prayer,
4:30PM (Prayer Rm)

Overeaters
Anonymous
11 AM – 12:15 PM

Choir 7:30 PM
February Bells
Submissions Due

19

20

Office Hours by
Appointment

Yoga Class
Campanella
Choir,
5:15 - 8 PM

21
Campanella
Choir,
6 - 8:00 PM

22

23

ReVive Pick-up

Office
Closed

Yoga Class,

Campanella
Choir 9 AM - 4 PM

Choir 7:30 PM

26

27

28

29

30

Office Hours by
Appointment

Yoga Class

Campanella
Choir,
6 - 8:00 PM

Yoga Class

Office
Closed

Campanella
Choir,
5:15 - 8 PM

24

Overeaters
Anonymous
11 AM – 12:15 PM

Evening Prayer,
4:30PM (Prayer Rm)

Vestry Meeting,
7:30 PM

Campanella
Choir 9 AM - 4 PM

Evening Prayer,
4:30PM (Prayer Rm)
Choir 7:30 PM

31
Campanella
Choir 9 AM - 4 PM
Overeaters
Anonymous
11 AM – 12:15 PM

St. Giles Church
3025 Walters Avenue
Northbrook, IL 60062-4399
www.saint-giles.org
Look for us on Facebook!
Time-Sensitive Material

