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The mission of our church is to make disciples for Jesus Christ 

Our vision is to be an oasis of God’s love. 
 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen 
 

Dear Everyone, 

 

I want to thank you for allowing me time away to 

rejuvenate. I had a wonderful vacation!  The highlight, of 

course was the birth of Addalyn Grace to Rebecca and 

Joel. We are excited for you to meet the newest member 

of our family.  We also visited with my father and Peggy; 

my brother and sister-in-law; and a number of close 

friends. I continued work on the upcoming wedding for 

Brandon and Sarah that will take place in December.  

Mike and I also took three days in Estes Park and hiked. 

It was blessed and I am grateful. 

 

I am also thankful for Kenny Maxwell, Jack Aycock and 

Richard Smola for their preaching. I have heard 

wonderful things about the worship services and that the 

Spirit of God was moving among you. I can be easily 

replaced! 

 

We are grateful to Sarah Cumbie and Dane Bennett for 

their leadership of our Children and Youth Program.  The 

personnel committee will be meeting soon to fill these 

positions. We send Sarah to PT school in Austin and 

Dane to Middle School Coaching with thankful hearts 

and many prayers of blessing! 

 

I want to invite each of you to be a part of our Fall 

Sunday School program: The Story. This curriculum 

is for all ages and you are not going to want to miss it! 

It relates God’s Story (the Upper Story) to our own 

story (the Lower Story).  

 

As we read through the Bible stories we will find our 

place in this world as the people God created us to be.  

We will discover our individual purpose and the 

purpose for our church in this particular time in 

history. 

 

 

 

Your elders have prayed for each of you this 

summer and for the vision(s) that God will bring 

us through this time of Sunday School and 

worship. 

 

It begins on August 25th at 9:30a.m., for all ages. 

A nursery will be provided.  

 

I hope to see you there! 

With great affection, 

Kary Fry 

 

The Story: Adult NIV Hardcover $10.00. 
  Call or email church office to order copy.  

All children & youth books will be  
paid by the church. 
Dates to Remember 

(Plarning will not meet until fall.) 

  1        Kary Ann’s Clan ~ 11:30 am Golden Chick 

  4        Adult Sunday school ~ 9:30 am 

 Worship ~ 10:45am 

 Communion Class of 2014 

            Session Retreat Noon-5:00pm 

  8        Kary Ann’s Clan ~ 11:30 am 

11  Adult Sunday school ~ 9:30 am 

 Worship ~ 10:45 am 

             After Worship: Candle lighting and Bell  

              Ringing Training for Youth      

15        Kary Ann’s Clan ~ 11:30am 

18 Adult Sunday school ~ 9:30 am 

 Worship ~ 10:45 am 

21        Session ~ 5:30 

22 Kary Ann’s Clan ~ 11:30 am 

25 Sunday School Begins ~ 9:30am  

 Worship ~ 10:45 am 

             Noisy and Reverse Offering 

29         Kary Ann’s clan ~ 11:30 
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August Greeters 
 

     

4 Doug Richards and Keith Brock 

11 Paula Carmichael and Linda Rasco 

18 Karen Brown and Richard Gesin 

25 Lou Ann Cumbie and Dorothy Stroman 

 

 

 

August Birthdays 

6     Alice Moore 

13   Barbara Bond 

       Loren Bryant 

15   Cole Maxwell 

16   Stacy Whitteker 

18   Kathleen Campbell 

20   Irene Armstrong 

24   Dustin Hammit 

25   Jean Boyd 

27   Melissa Stutts 

28   Jerry Berlin 

       Miranda Kay Stutts 

31   Winnie Ruth Liner 

       Sam Nemir 

       Hayden Bennett 

 
 

 

Directory Updates 

Winnie Ruth Liner has moved to Abilene. Here is 

her new contact information: 

3917 Wisteria Way #123 Abilene, TX 79605 

232-8362 

The contact information for the church directory is 

in need of updating. I will either be emailing or 

calling to get correct addresses, phone numbers 

and birthdates. We would also like to have the 

addresses of those going to college so we can 

keep in touch. 

Thank you,   Becky 

 

 

 

 

Message from Dan Carter:  I wanted to share the 

news that my PETSCAN done on July 5
th

 showed 

that I am cancer free. Needless to say this news once 

again is music to my ears.  The Lord has once again 

looked out for me! I have heard that you all have had 

lots of rain just like we have. It is a blessing that we 

are receiving this much needed rain.  

Yours in Christ,   Dan 

(He wanted to share his good news with his First 

Presbyterian Church family since many made those 

round trips to Abilene and made the wonderful meals 

for him.) 

 

 

 

News of Young Adult Members 

 

Chelsea Wilburn graduated from Texas 

Tech Health Science Center on May 21st 

with a Master’s Degree in Speech 

Pathology.  She started her new job in 

Granbury at a Rehab Center on July 1st.  

 

Jessica Bond will graduate from the 

University of North Texas on August 10th. 

She is moving to College Station to attend 

graduate school in Healthcare 

Administration at Texas A&M University. 

 

Sarah Cumbie graduated from Texas Tech 

with a Bachelor of Science degree in 

December. She will be moving to Austin in 

August to attend St. Augustine where she 

will work on her Doctorate of Physical 

Therapy. 

 

Dane Bennett graduated from McMurry 

University on May 11th. He will be 

teaching History and coaching at 

Sweetwater Middle School. 

 

 



 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

We would like to thank everyone who called, sent 

cards, flowers, memorials and most of all prayed for 

our family when we lost Don. Words can’t even 

begin to let you all know how blessed we feel to 

have such precious friends.  

Blessings, 

Donnie, Hilary and Caroline 

 

Dear Church Family, 

Words cannot express our thanks for all the love 

you have bestowed on us during this last six weeks. 

The cards, visits, food, phone calls, gifts and 

prayers have been overwhelming and we will be 

stronger Christians because of it. The recovery 

process has been amazing and also we firmly 

believe the prayers have been the reason. Also we 

have to think that God has a plan for our lives. To 

those of you who have not been personally thanked 

for your kindness, please know you were 

appreciated, a list got lost during one of the hospital 

transfers. Plan to see you soon in Church, hope it 

won’t be so long we lose our “reserved pew”.  

Love, Snooky and Jean 

 

Kary, 

It is 1:45am Sunday morning. Peggy and I are 

picking up the last minute stuff. As I was walking 

through the church, I was reminded of God’s 

Amazing Love!  It was awesome to see standing 

room only crowd in our church. It was such a 

blessing to see the Joy on the people’s faces as 

Dusty and Kirsti were joined in Holy Matrimony. It 

also means the world to us to have a loving church 

family.  Thanks for the people of this church family 

for the guidance and support they have shown 

through the years that we have been here. It is a 

GREAT CHURCH.  We are proud to call it home. 

Love Always, 

Rob and Peggy Elliott 

 

Thank you, Thank you! We appreciate the use of 

your church. It felt so filled with the spirit! 

The Bursons (Kirsten Elliott Burson parents-in-

law) 

 

Congratulations to New Grandparents! 

 

Addalyn Grace Webb was born June 27th 

to Joel and Rebecca Webb. Grandparents: 

Mike and Kary Fry.  

 

Jonathan Andrew Strefling was born July 

22nd to Dr. Jason and Kristen Strefling. 

Grandparents: Alan and Paula Carmichael 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting and Bell Ringing 

 

The Worship Committee is bringing back a 

tradition of having the youth light the altar 

candles at the beginning of worship and   

ringing the bell in the garden at the 

beginning of worship. 

 

There will be a meeting/training on Sunday, 

August 11
th
 for parents, children and youth 

immediately following worship.  A sign-up 

sheet will be available at this time also.   

 

We are excited to have our youth to be a part 

of the weekly worship service.  If you have 

any questions, please call the church office, 

235-5491 or Paula Carmichael, 725-4655. 
 



 

Letter from Alice Moore                                

            

                                                 Tuesday June 25, 2013 

Dear Folks, 

Long time no write; the older I get, the worse I get about 

doing things that I intend to do. I may have waited too 

long this time; too, I started this on the first day of 

summer (June 21
st
) and didn’t finish so I decided to start 

over. June is nearly over, but the warm weather began 

here on the first, and it will probably continue past Labor 

Day. Have you enjoyed the spring flowers? The grounds 

here are beautiful, but they have omitted some of the 

ones that Sweetwater has. There were no bluebonnets 

nor their accompanying friends like red poppies, 

paintbrush and Indian blankets. I’m sure there were 

some away from here, but since I don’t drive anymore, I 

can’t find them.  I let myself THINK of the ones there 

were in Sweetwater like the ones on the exit as one 

comes from Abilene or in the Palava cemetery or Jody 

and Jack Aycock’s redbud. Right now there crepe 

myrtles have burst into bloom, and there are so many of 

them, it’s a thrill to see them! Enjoy the ones there! I 

always remember Willie Johnson, the janitor there for 

several years who loved the splendor of the seasons. He 

said: “The Lord is making the earth beautiful for his 

people!” 

 

How did you like the contemporary service? It was a joy 

to learn that Sarah Cumbie and Dane Bennett would 

serve as Youth Interns and that June 2
nd

 would have 

Philip Brock, Stephanie Wiele, and Alex Wield, Sarah 

and Dane leading. I wish I might have been there! I have 

heard Philip play his guitar, and he does so beautifully so 

I am wondering if they played other instruments or did 

they sing, or what? 

 

Why I’m amazed at the passing of time and the maturing 

of kids so quickly, I don’t know, but I am! Little Lacey 

LeBleu who sat in front of me when I was there, has 

FINISHED Schreiner and plans to get her MASTERS!   

And Guy Bond has completed his college work! He was 

just a little fellow the last time I saw him! And Sam 

Rawlings is into such an interesting study: Natural 

Resource Management! Congratulations, all of you! And 

Kirsten Elliott to be married! May it be the beginning 

of great happiness! Plus Shelby Cason was awarded 

the  

 

 

 

 

Celebration Scholarship and the committee 

considered it an honor to select her and commended 

the church for nurturing such a fine Christian woman! 

What a great commendation! God Bless you all! 

 

The little church group here has been studying the 

book of Act, and last Sunday’s lesson was about St. 

Peter’s speech on the Day of Pentecost when all the 

people who were there could understand him no 

matter where they came from and what language 

they spoke! And he told them how they were to be 

different from what the Jewish people had been. I 

thought of our mission: “The mission of our church 

is to make disciples for Jesus Christ. Our vision is to 

be an oasis of God’s love” Read that part of Acts, and 

see if it’s not what St. Peter recommended. 

 

Love, 

Alice 

 

 
 

 

Triennium 2013 

Blake Cumbie, Caroline Brennan 

Max Nemir 
 



 

 

 

FPC Youth Summer Fun 2013 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Watch for more pictures 

 on the website and bulletin board. 

 

 

 


