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Forward

hrist’s Sanctified Holy Church has been a very strong force in the personal lives of Bible believing
Sanctified people in the United States of America. The Gospel message worship style has changed
the lives of tens of thousands of people from the Eastern Shore of Virginia across the states to the
Pacific Ocean. The church today has vibrant, dynamic congregations in 10 southeastern states with
the headquarters located in Perry, Ga.
The strong bonds between the members are fostered by the work of the Holy Spirit, frequent feastmeetings
in each church, and the annual campmeeting at Perry beginning the Saturday before the third Sunday in July
each year.
The central burial grounds bring families together all too frequently, but the real central force in the life of
the church is its doctrinal belief in the teaching and experience of Sanctification.
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church is an association of churches established primarily on the principle that salvation is accomplished by two separate works of the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. The first work of grace is repentance before God, or asking for forgiveness of the sins that we have
committed. The second work is the baptism of the Holy Ghost, or Sanctification, which is the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit, eradicating the nature of sin.
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Introduction

T

he publication of the history of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church is a labor of love that has been undertaken by several people over the years. Most attempts have fallen short of capturing the image that we collectively share. This
effort, too, will probably not meet most people’s expectations. It is most likely impossible to capture in word or
picture the real essence of what this church has meant to its devoted believers. As we have come through the
100th anniversary of the church and now reached our 112th year since the founding, it is vitally important to capture as
much history as we can before it is lost from the minds of those going on to heaven.
At the 100th anniversary service at the campground in 1992, Brother Harry J. Collins Jr. orally presented the history he had
researched over many years beginning in Chincoteague, Va. Brother Floyd L. Hagan Sr. then presented the history of the
travels of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church that he had collected and researched for most of his life. Numerous people have
provided additional historical information over the past 12 years.
From all the available data, Brother Harry and Brother Floyd have carefully and prayerfully tried to summarize, select and
organize the information into a readable history of the church. We do not claim that we have included or covered all the
history. We know that there were Sanctified People preaching the Gospel in many places and communities where no
records were kept.
We praise the Lord for every effort and every person who has labored in the vineyard of the Lord over the years. We know
that we now come to the promise in the Word that says, “I’ll give you houses you didn’t build, trees you didn’t plant, vineyards you didn’t plant, and wells you didn’t dig.” The early Sanctified People from Virginia, Maryland and Delaware were the
ones who laid that foundation for Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church.
What vision, what ambition, what zeal – they moved forward although they were buffeted by persecution, obstacles and
lack of financial resources. With no highways or cars, no airplanes and inaccessible railroads, the only means of transportation was by boat. Dependency on homemade houseboats powered by wind and sails had to be the most difficult mode of
transportation in the world. Hard work, patience, trust in God, reliance on each other, and pure faith had to be in abundance for even survival. Where was their safety net? How secure is living on the surface of the waters of sounds, rivers,
creeks and bays on the Atlantic coast? Besides the elements of wind, rain, tides, cold and heat, what about destructive people who would rob, beat, kill and pirate their unsecured material possessions? How much insurance did they have? All was
at risk every hour of the day and night. How could they possibly overcome their own doubts, fears, hunger, and desire for
clothes, ease and entertainment enjoyed by the world? Sanctified People endured all of these trials for the sake of the
gospel.
They had the joy of the Lord Jesus Christ and they had each other. They went from town to town and state to state, motivated by the desire to see others Sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
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It All Began On
Chincoteague Island

hrist’s Sanctified Holy Church was founded by a
spiritually committed group of people in 1892 on
a small island on the Eastern Shore of Virginia.
Eleven decades later, the ideals that inspired
those people were being adhered to and
advanced by over 1,000 Sanctified People with churches in 17
cities in nine states.
The desire that surged through the souls of the early
church leaders continued to flow for another 113 years, as
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church grew and developed into a
magnificent testament to faith and commitment.
In the late 1800s, Chincoteague Island was a quiet little Virginia community that was only reachable by boat. Oysters and
fish drove the island’s economy. A building boom in 1890
brought a new mill, a bakery and the town’s first barbershop.
Nationally, the mechanical age was beginning to take hold. In
Massachusetts, Frank and Charles Duryea built the first gasoline automobile in 1892.
At that time, religion was an important part of most small
towns in America, and there were three established churches
on Chincoteague Island. In 1841, the Union Baptist Church
was founded, and the Methodist Protestant Church followed 12
years later. Then, in 1869, the Reverend J.M. McCarter and J.L.
Kenney journeyed to Chincoteague from Federalburg, Md., and
they started a Methodist Episcopal Church.

McCarter and Kenney gathered 16 charter members for
their church, and they raised $25 to buy land. A one-quarter
acre lot at the corner of Taylor and North Main Streets at the
northern end of the town was purchased from Daniel W.
Lewis. Soon thereafter, the Methodist Episcopal Church
became the third church on Chincoteague Island.
Over the next 20 years, the Methodist Episcopal congregation continually grew. During that period, the people who
would eventually become the founding members of Christ’s
Sanctified Holy Church were brought into the Methodist Episcopal faith.
The Methodist Episcopal Church took a major step in 1885,
when it was determined that a new church would be built.
The majority of the congregation was from the downtown
Chincoteague area, and they wanted to build the new facility
near the center of the town. However, a smaller group of
parishioners from the northern end of the island didn’t want
to move the church into town. After discussing the situation,
both parties got what they wanted. Construction on a new
church was begun downtown on Church Street, and the original church building was given to the group from the northern end of the island.
The old building was moved further up the island after the
church was deeded a piece of property on Oct. 19, 1885. For
the sum of $1, George and Trancy Birch passed a lot to seven
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church • 1
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trustees – William B. Chandler, R.W. Bishop, Charles Collins,
Joseph B. Lynch, J.J. Jones, Thomas Bowden Jr., and J.W. Birch.
The premise of the “sale” was that the property would be
maintained as a place of divine worship for the ministry and
membership of the Goodwill Independent Church.
Initially, preachers from the local churches on the island
took turns preaching at the new location on Sunday afternoons. On Thursday nights, the members would have a
prayer service. Joseph Lynch would lead the group through
the reading of scriptures, and testimonies of members followed the readings.
In many ways, it was a time of change for the Methodist
Episcopal Church on Chincoteague. In August of 1884, the
Reverend J.M. Reese, who was serving as the minister of the
church, persuaded the Goodwill Independent Church to
become a part of the Methodist Episcopal Church and to worship under the Wilmington Conference guidelines. At the
same time, the community at the northern end of the island
was enjoying an influx of newcomers from Maryland and
Delaware. Many of these people had been members of the
Sound Camp Methodist Church in Williamsville, Del., a Sussex County community near the Grey Creek area of Maryland.
When they settled in Chincoteague, these newcomers
became faithful members of the Goodwill Independent
Church.
Joseph Lynch was one of the first Delaware natives to
move to Chincoteague. In 1869, the 29-year old Lynch
brought his wife, four sons and three daughters to the island
from Williamsville. Lynch quickly became a respected member of the Chincoteague community. He became a class
leader at the Goodwill Independent Church, and he later continued that role when the name was changed to the Goodwill
Methodist Episcopal Church.
While the Methodist Episcopal Church was flourishing on
the island, the Methodist movement nationally was shifting its
philosophies. Instead of pressing for individual change, the
church began focusing on national and social matters.
2 • It Began on Chincoteague Island

Through the first half of the 1800s, the Methodist people were
plain in dress, behavior and worship. However, as the religion
gained in numbers, wealth and social status, that simplicity
began to change. In 1856, stringent rules prohibiting the use
of specific items of ornamentation in dress were reduced in
the discipline to a general admonition. In the following years,
the trend continued in other areas. The people who had once
disciplined their members for attending shows were now
putting on shows. Old objections to card playing, dancing,
Sabbath-breaking and theater-going began to fade away.
The traditional focus of the Methodist – to find individual
salvation – had been “modernized.” This change left many
members feeling uneasy about the direction the Methodists
were heading. That uneasiness helped spawn the Holiness
Movement, which rose from the Methodist churches on the
Eastern Shore in the later half of the 1800s.
In the previous century, Methodist founder John Wesley
taught his followers that salvation was attainable by everyone
if they took two distinct steps. The first step was Justification,
which occurred when a person repented his or her sins.
Beyond Justification lay Sanctification, a second blessing in
which all that were Justified could enter. Sanctification
involved experiencing and knowing the perfect will of God
concerning the individual.
By the end of the Civil War in the 1860s, a large portion of
the Methodists were content to view the Christian life after
Justification as a process of growth into grace. The old focus
on Sanctification was gradually fading away. The plain and
simple people of John Wesley also began gathering in larger
and more elaborate churches, where they would worship
with more formality and less freedom of the Spirit.
Joseph Lynch saw his church heading in that direction, and
he was troubled by the shift. He was deeply convinced that he
could not be truly saved without Holiness, even though he
was living in a Justified state. Because he was a leader of the
church on Chincoteague Island, Lynch’s views became well
known to the 110 members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

The strength of Lynch’s conviction led him to seek and
obtain the blessing of Sanctification by the power of the Holy
Ghost, through faith and the cleansing blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ. After his Sanctification in 1887, Lynch immediately began preaching and teaching to others at every opportunity. His friends and neighbors were listening, and over the
years many sought and obtained this blessing of Holiness as
a distinct and separate blessing from that of Justification.
One of the first people to receive Sanctification after hearing Lynch preach was Sarah E. Collins. After taking that step
in 1889, Collins joined Lynch in his efforts. As more parishioners were Sanctified by the power of the Holy Ghost, the
Methodist Episcopal Church minister began to resent the
movement. For their part, Lynch, Collins and their supporters
believed that George Jones, the Methodist Episcopal minister
on the island, was an unholy man. They accordingly petitioned Methodist Episcopal Bishop Edward Andrews, who
was presiding over the Wilmington (Del.) Conference, for a
holy man of God to preach the gospel at their church. A total
of 51 people signed the petition, which declared that they
would no longer pay an unholy man to act as their minister.
The petition was not well received in Wilmington. The
Bishop responded by removing Lynch from his leadership
position in the church, and the Bishop forbade any of the
petition signees from holding or conducting services in the
church. The divide between the two groups on Chincoteague
increased when the Sanctified People began holding services
in a nearby workshop. At the quarterly meeting of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, all of the trustees and stewards
who signed the petition to the Bishop (including T.B. Birch,
Joshua Bowden and George W. Caulk) were turned out and
replaced.
At this point, the Sanctified People felt that the Methodist
Episcopal Church was opposed to their beliefs. On Feb. 14,
1892, a committee of 10 was selected to speak on behalf of
the Sanctified People. That group waited for the Methodist
Episcopal minister prior to the afternoon service that day,

and they asked for his consent to withdraw from the church.
A list with the names of the 58 individuals who would start
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church was handed to the pastor by
Sarah Collins before the singing of the first hymn. After
prayer, Joseph Lynch asked the minister to respond to their
request. When the request was rejected, the committee
immediately left the church.
Later that day, the 10 members of the committee were
summoned by the magistrate on the charge of interrupting a
public worship. However, charges were never formally
brought against the committee members.
The next step was taken when 19 people met at the home
of William J. Collins and established and approved the newly
organized Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church. That group
included Joseph Lynch, Sarah Collins, Parker Bowden, Sarah
Bowden, Charlotte Lynch, John Collins, William Chandler,
Sarah Chandler, Aaron Bowden, John Jones, William Collins,
Mary Bowden, Catharine Birch, Maria Bowden, Margaret
Powell, Lucinda Bishop, Joseph Gray, Mariah Collins and
James Workman.
The name of the new church was derived from two scriptures – Hebrews-12:23 (“To the general assembly and church
of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the
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This stone,
which sits on
the Christ’s
Sanctified
Holy Church
campground,
honors the 19
people who
are considered to be
founders of
the church.

Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect.”) and
Ephesians 5:25-27. Brother Harry Collins Jr. later wrote, “He is
the Christ, He is the Sanctifier, He is Holy and He is the
Church of the First Born.”
Because the group was forbidden to hold services in the
Goodwill Methodist Episcopal Church, the first services for
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church were held in a small warehouse (measuring about 24 feet by 40 feet) where fishnets had
been stored. The building, which the members called “The
Workshop,” was located just north of Howard Merritt’s store
on Chincoteague. The building had long rows of seats down
each side, and a large center section with the stand and pulpit on the end. There were two large tin stoves on each side
to provide heat during the winter.
The Sanctified People had made the leap and followed
their beliefs. Now they needed to map out the organization of

“The
Workshop”
still stood on
Chincoteague
Island over
100 years
after it was
used for the
first meetings
of the Christ’s
Sanctified
Holy Church.

their new church. They first established a 19-person unit that
was designated as Board No. 1. That group would elect the
board members, ordained ministers, deacons, deaconesses
and class leaders.
4 • It Began on Chincoteague Island

Lynch and Collins then combined to write The Doctrines and
Discipline of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church. The little book,
which was published in Salisbury, Md., in 1893, covered the
origination of the church, as well as the regulations, rules of
governing, and the articles of faith. It remains as one of the
few theological works ever published on the Eastern Shore.
In basic terms, Lynch and Collins wrote that if men and
women were truly Sanctified holy, they would, of their own
accord, follow the narrow path of Holiness and live according to the exhortation laid down in the Bible. They also
embraced the 25th article of the Methodist Discipline, which
stated that Sanctification was the renewal of our fallen
nature by the Holy Ghost. In addition, the blood of atonement
of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin, whereby we are not
only delivered from the guilt of sin, but are washed from its
pollution, saved from its power, and enabled through grace
to love God with all our hearts, and to walk blameless in His
Holy Commandments.
High moral standards were set for the Sanctified People.
They separated themselves from any secret orders or clubs to
which they belonged (a popular past time during that era).
They did not approve of taking the name of the Lord in vain,
profaning the day of the Lord, or the use of intoxicating
liquors or tobacco in any form. They believed that worldly
songs, literature and amusements were not to the glory of
God and provided no help to a spiritual life. They also
believed in the avoidance of places such as the theater, ballrooms and circuses, and they were very plain in their dress.
From the beginning, it was asserted that there would be no
salaries for ministers of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church. There
would be no money raising methods, collections or festivals
in the church, with every Sanctified person prepared to consecrate their time to the service of the Lord. In the new
church, everyone would feel equal whether they had little or
a lot, because God looked on all alike. There was no creed but
Christ, no law but love, and no guide but the Bible, as they
instructed each person to search the scriptures for them-

selves and to know what it meant to them in their lives. They
taught that everyone who was Sanctified had the freedom to
preach, testify, and sing as the Spirit moved on them
(although, it should be noted that Lynch preferred short sermons, and he stopped anyone who took over 15 minutes to
deliver their message). They believed that there was no
school or college that could reveal the secrets of the Bible as
well as the great teacher from Heaven could teach and
inspire an individual.
The Sanctified People had learned that being saved
through Sanctification of the Spirit, and a belief of the truth,
caused them to become new creatures in Christ Jesus. They
had become heirs and joint-heirs with Him. This blessed
work of the Spirit allowed the people to understand the mystery that is hidden from the natural man and revealed to a
Sanctified person – the knowledge of the resurrection of
Christ, the second coming, the baptism, communion, and
that all was fulfilled in Christ.
As the beliefs of the Sanctified People became known,
more worshippers joined the movement. The membership
quickly grew to 80 people, and the church had out-grown
“The Workshop.” On February 18, 1892, the members of
Board No. 1 became the trustees for a new property. John and
Mary Bowden deeded the land to the Board No. 1 so that a
new church could be erected. The Board was listed as the
trustees for the property, and the agreement stated that the
premises would be used, kept and maintained as a place of
divine worship for the use of the ministry and membership of
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church, No. 1 of Chincoteague
Island, Va.
From the beginning, the main goal of the Sanctified People
was to spread the scripture of Holiness to everyone. They
weren’t concerned with building elaborate churches. They
preached wherever they could – at open air meetings, in old
oyster houses, abandoned churches or in private homes. During their services, they were joyously free. They stood in a
group, singing, clapping their hands and shouting as they

Christ’s Sanctified
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felt the Spirit moving on them. They had no musical instruments. They had songbooks, but they contained no musical
notes. Instead, the congregation depended on the sweet harmony of the Spirit to sing the praises of God.
The Sanctified People quickly stood out in the Chincoteague community, and they were called the Sanctified
Band, Lynchettes, Sanctificationess, Holy Jumpers, and Sanctified Worshippers.
While the direction of the new church was penned by
Lynch and Collins, a number of people were involved in the
early development of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church. In the
minutes of the first official church gathering on February 14,
1892, it was noted that a 19-member board had been unanimously elected as the general manager and governing body
of all business for the church.
In the following months, the church methodically continued
to develop. In July, the Board decided that a suitable burial
ground should be found for Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church • 5
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members. On July 29, 1892, in a board meeting at the home of
William Collins, Joseph Lynch was installed as a minister, the First
Deacon, Chief Leader and General Manager of church rule following a unanimous vote of the board. At the same meeting,
Sarah Collins was unanimously elected to the office of Deaconess
and Chief Female Supervisor of all church work. In addition, both
Lynch and Collins were ordained by the laying on of hands by the
entire Board.
James Workman was also nominated and duly elected as a
minister in Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church during that initial
meeting. Eight class leaders – Parker Bowden, Catharine Birch,
Elizabeth Chandler, Joseph Gray, William Chandler, Sarah Bowden,
Lydia Savage and John Bishop – were also appointed.
The first funeral at Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church was held for
Hettie Bishop Collins on April 26, 1892. Collins passed away
while visiting her daughters in Philadelphia, Pa., and was brought
back to her home on Chincoteague. The Sanctified People met
her remains at the steamboat dock, and they carried her casket
up the island for the funeral. They sang the songs of the
Redeemed as they walked along to the church for the service.
On a happier note, the first marriage in Christ’s Sanctified Holy
Church was held on April 6, 1893 when Reverend James Workman
joined Mary Bloxom and Daniel Bishop.
On October 15, 1894, Charlotte Gray was nominated to become
a minister, and she was unanimously elected by the board. Gray
was ordained by the laying on of hands by Deacon Joseph Lynch
and Deaconess Sarah Collins.
It wasn’t long before the members wanted to share their
experiences with people beyond the shores of Chincoteague
Island. Early on, Sanctified People went to Delaware to preach
to their relatives and others in the area. They visited
Williamsville, Roxanna and Grey’s Creek (all towns in Sussex
County near the old Sound Camp Ground). Many of the Sanctified People – including the Lynches, Brasures, Collinses, Bishops, Fishers, Grays and Beechams – were originally from that
area.
In the following months, similar trips were made to other
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Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church Articles Of Faith
Trinity: That there is but one uncreated, unoriginated, infinite, and eternal being, the
Creator, Preserver, and Governor of all things. That there is in this infinite essence a plurality of what is commonly called persons, not separately subsisting, but essentially
belonging to the Godhead, which persons are commonly termed the Father, Son and Holy
Ghost, and are generally named the Trinity.
Holy Writ: That the sacred scriptures or Holy Books, which form the Old and New Testaments, contain a full revelation of the will of God in relation to man, and alone sufficient
for everything relative to the faith and practice of the Christian, and were given by inspiration of God.
Carnality Or Inbred Sin: That man was created in righteousness and true holiness
without any moral imperfection or any kind of propensity to sin, but free to stand or fall.
But he fell from this state, became morally corrupt in his nature, and transmitted his moral
defilement to all his posterity.
Redemption From Fall: That to counteract the evil principle, and bring man into a savable state, God, from his infinite love, formed the purpose of redeeming man from his lost
estate by Jesus Christ, and in the interim sent his holy spirit to enlighten, strive with, and
convince men of sin, righteousness, and judgment. That in due time, Jesus, the Christ,
the Son of God, the Savior of the world, became incarnated and sojourned among men,
teaching the purest truth and working the most stupendous beneficent miracles.
Divinity Of Christ: That this divine person, foretold by the prophets and described by
the evangelists and apostles, is really and properly God, having by the inspired writers
assigned to Him, every attribute essential to the Deity, being one with Him who is called
God, Jehovah, etc.
Humanity Of Christ: That He is also a perfect man in consequence of his incarnation,
and in that man or manhood dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; so His nature
is two-fold – divine and human, or God manifested in the flesh. That His human nature
is derived from the blessed Virgin Mary through the creative energy of the Holy Ghost, but
his divine nature, because God is infinite and eternal, uncreated, underived, and unbegotten, which were it otherwise, He could not be God in any proper sense of the word.
That as He took upon Himself the nature of man, He died for the whole human race without respect of person equally for all and arose from the dead, and after showing Himself
many days to His disciples and others, He ascended to Heaven, where as God manifest
in the flesh, He continues, and shall continue to be, mediator for the human race till the
consummation of all things. That there is no salvation but through Him, and that throughout the Scriptures His passion and death are obtained by the shedding of his blood.
Pardon And Holiness And All The Blessings Of The Gospel Only Through Christ:
That no human being since the fall either has or can have merit or worthiness of or by
himself. And, therefore, has nothing to claim from God, but in the way of His mercy through
Christ; therefore, pardon and holiness and every other blessing promised in the Gospel
have been purchased by His sacrificial death, and are given to man, not on account of
anything he had done or suffered or can do, but for His sake or through His merit alone.

Justification By Faith: That these blessings are received by faith, because not of
works, nor of sufferings, but the power to believe or grace of faith is the free gift of God, without which none believe, but that the act of faith or actual believing is the act of the soul under
the influence of that power, but this power to believe, like all other gifts of God, may be
slighted, not used or misused, in consequence of which that declaration. He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned (Mark 16:16).
Pardon Or Justification From Actual Sins: That justification or the pardon of all
actual sin is an instantaneous act of God’s infinite mercy in behalf of a penitent soul, trusting only in the merits of Jesus Christ. That this act is absolute in respect of all past actual
sins, all being forgiven where any are forgiven.
Sanctification Through Christ’s Shed Blood: That the souls of all believers or justified persons must be purified and cleansed from all inbred sin. That moral corruption of
the natural human heart, by the precious blood of Jesus Christ, here in this life without
which none are prepared for Heaven, and that we must live under the continual influence
of the grace of Christ, without sinning against God, all evil tempers and sinful propensities being destroyed and the heart being filled with pure love of God; and man being sanctified by the Holy Ghost and received instantaneously as justification.
Predestination And Eternal Security: That unless a person live and walk in the Spirit
of perfect obedience to God’s Holy Law, he will fall from the grace of God and forfeit all
his Christian privileges and rights, which state of backsliding he may pursue, and if so,
perish everlastingly. That the whole period of human life is a state of probation, in every
part of which a sinner may repent and turn to God, and in every part of it a believer may,
if he wills, give way to sin and fall from grace attained, and that this possibility of attainment in grace or falling from them are essential to a state of trial or probation.
Promises Of God Conditional: That all the promises and threatenings of the Word of
God are conditional as they regard man in reference to his being here and hereafter, and
on this ground alone the Sacred Writings can be consistently interpreted or rightly judged.
Man, Free Moral Agent: That man is a free agent, never being impelled by any necessitating influence, either to do evil or good, but has it continually in his power to choose
the life or death that is set before him, on which ground he is an accountable being and
answerable for his own actions, and on this ground also he is alone capable of being
rewarded or punished. That this free will is a necessary constituent of his rational soul,
without which man must be a mere machine, either the sport of blind chance or a mere
patient of an irresistible necessity, and consequently not accountable for any acts to which
he was irresistibly impelled. That every human being has this freedom of will with a sufficiency of light and power to direct its operations, and that this powerful light is not inherent in any man’s nature, but is graciously bestowed by Him who is a true light, that
lighteth every man that cometh into the world. That Jesus Christ has made by His once
offering Himself upon the cross as a sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the
sins of the whole world, and that His gracious Spirit strives with and enlightens all men,
thus putting them in a savable state; therefore, every human soul may be saved.
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The Man Who Started It All
Joseph B. Lynch moved to Chincoteague Island in 1869, and his business sense
allowed him to build a prosperous life. However, when Lynch was 47 years old in
1887, his life was truly enriched after he experienced Sanctification.
Lynch had worked as an oysterman, and he served as the lighthouse
keeper on Asateague Island in Virginia for a time. According to his grandson,
Joe Lynch, Joseph developed arthritis after working with wet hands for
much of his life. In 1887, Lynch journeyed to Philadelphia to see a doctor about
his arthritis.
In September of 1894, a writer from the New York Recorder came to
Chincoteague to report on the Sanctified People, and he wrote extensively
about the group’s leader.
“Joseph B. Lynch was at one time one of the richest men on the island. In
addition to a store and a farm, he owned several large oyster beds, from which
he derived a comfortable income. His wife, Charlotte Collins Lynch, was a
thrifty woman and an excellent housewife, fond of her husband and devoted
Joseph B. Lynch experienced
to her three daughters and four sons. The daughters who even then, as they
Sanctification in 1887, and he later
are now, were the prettiest girls on Chincoteague Island.
founded Christ’s Sanctified Holy
“Lynch lived a simple life and was faithful to his church, the Goodwill
Church. His gravestone is located in
Methodist Episcopal Church. In the year of 1887, his whole life was changed
the Old Bosque Bello Cemetery in
and worked wonderful results. The story of his conversion and the beginning
Fernandina Beach, Fla.
of the Sanctified Band is told in the opening paragraph of the Discipline of the
Band. Between the time he commenced preaching and others became interested, lie two years. He said, ‘Have faith in the cleansing blood of the Lord, become Sanctified, and then being holy, be forever happy.’
“For two years Joseph B. Lynch preached this strange doctrine to his neighbors. A remarkable change had come over him,
and when those who knew him well found that the change was more than transient, they gave ear to his words and they one
by one joined with him and came to believe as he did.
“Joseph B. Lynch had become wonderfully happy. His income grew smaller and smaller and many of his friends
deserted him and by slow degrees all his little fortune vanished. But in all these troubles, no one ever saw him frown or heard
a single harsh word from his lips. He was wonderfully, gloriously, supremely happy and kept on preaching, and nothing that
happened had power to ruffle his contentment.”
Lynch also provided inspiration with his actions. Shortly after the creation of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church, a young man
approached Lynch on Chincoteague. In an attempt to prove that there was no God, the man quoted the first verse of the 14th
Psalms, “The fool hath saith in his heart there is no God.” Brother Lynch responded that if the young man thought there was no
God, then he was the fool. The inquisitor then lost his temper, and he knocked Lynch to the ground. Lynch (who stood about five
foot, four inches) showed his spirit by simply rising and walking away from the young man.
Lynch maintained his passion for the Word throughout his 60 years on earth. Over fifty years after the fact, Brother Ed Miller
still had vivid memories of Lynch’s dedication. In a 1952 sermon at the Camp Ground, Miller remembered working with Lynch
as a painter in New Orleans, La. “Uncle Joe” was constantly preaching and talking to people about Holiness. Finally, Brother Ed
suggested that it might be best if they did some work, and then started preaching.
Lynch finally stopped preaching on Sept. 3, 1900, when he passed away in Fernandina Beach, Fla. He was buried in Old Bosque
Bello Cemetery in Fernandina Beach. Lynch’s tombstone was move to the Camp Ground cemetery in 2000. Joseph and Charlotte
Lynch had four sons and three daughters – James, Ebenezer, Joseph R., Levin, Mary, Elizabeth and Annabel.
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areas. The first bridges that
connected Chincoteague to
the mainland were not built
until the 1920s, so the Sanctified People traveled by boat.
They sailed as far as possible
by boat, and then people met
them with horses and wagons
to complete the journey.
The Sanctified People made
a series of memorable trips to
Williamsville, Del., where they
eventually built a church. One
such meeting lasted most of
the day, and it was never
brought to a close. The people
simply went up the road singing and shouting the praises
of God after they left the
church. “I have never seen
such power in my life as they
showed,” remembered Sister
Eva Riggs.
There was little entertainment available for people 113
years ago, so when the traveling Sanctified People arrived in
a small town, it was something
of an event. In Franklin City,
Va., the newspaper noted, “The
congregation of Worshippers
on Chincoteague Island, better
known as the Sanctified Worshippers, have made arrangements to hold an all-day
meeting in Captain E.K. Young
and Sons Oyster House on
Sept. 23, 1892. The Sanctified

Band of (Chincoteague Island) held a meeting at Franklin
City, Va., last Sunday. There are several believers in the same
faith.”
A wonderful experience was enjoyed in Box Iron, Md.,
where the Sanctified People held services in an abandoned
Methodist Church and many people were Sanctified. In Box
Iron, Joseph Lynch met a young man named Horace Truitt,
who seemed to be very sincere in his belief. Lynch ordained
Truitt as a minister, hoping that Truitt would develop a new
congregation in Box Iron. Unfortunately, after a while Truitt

declared that he had been called to preach and received
money for his preaching. Lynch immediately confronted Truitt and removed him as a minister for Christ’s Sanctified Holy
Church.
Back on Chincoteague Island, Christ’s Sanctified Holy
Church was gaining momentum. In September of 1894, a
writer from the New York Recorder heard about a group that
was preaching that a person could live a life free from sin and
be holy. The writer went to Chincoteague to investigate, and
this is what he wrote:

Exterior of the Band’s Meeting House

“Let me say right here that in all, I believe Joseph B.
Lynch and Sarah E. Collins to have been perfectly sincere. After many long talks with these two, I am convinced they believe themselves to be sanctified and
moved by the Spirit. They invited me to attend the
services on Sunday and assured me that I would hear
the praises of the Lord.
“There were nearly a hundred men and women in
the church for the evening service. The interior of the
building was illuminated by six small lamps whose
flames flickered with each gust of wind. Joseph B.
Lynch sat at the foot of the white altar reading the
Bible. The other members of the Band, rough,
weather-beaten oystermen and their sunburnt wives,

were mostly occupied in reading the Bible or muttering prayers. Every face bore the stamp of perfect contentment with full-souled peace and spiritual
happiness that shined in their faces.
“The preacher that night was William J. Collins,
who did not require any special study or preparation,
but that every soul in the room felt that they had
gained the Kingdom of Heaven. He started off with
praise unto God for his goodness to us as we are the
apple of the Savior’s eye. There were ‘Amens’ from
everyone. ‘The Lord has cleansed us and made us
holy. Let us shout the praises of the Lord.’ There arose
a mighty shout which made the rafters rattle. ‘Praise
the Lord!’ they cried. ‘We are the apple of His eye
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and we are rich in His love! The Kingdom of Heaven
is ours. The world is dying in sin.’
“The preacher spoke for nearly 15 minutes, singing
the praises of the Sanctified Band and shouting
thanks to God for His great gift of Sanctification. Every
few minutes his voice was drowned by outbursts of
enthusiastic exclamations and his hearers clapped
their hands and shouted for joy.
“They began to sing with one accord, ‘O Lamb of
God I Come.’ Their voices grew louder, they jumped
10 • It Began on Chincoteague Island

higher and higher and clapped their hands with great
enthusiasm. The building began to tremble and
pieces of plaster fell from the walls. The lights flickered
and fluttered as though they were going out. At the
end of the service, Sarah E. Collins with her hands up
and every head was bowed and in a low voice said the
benediction and all responded with ‘Amen.’ The service was now over, and one by one the worshippers
went out into the night.”

Chapter

2
Spreading The Word

T

he services in that tiny church on Chincoteague
Island were remarkable events, but by the end of
1894 the Sanctified People had become restless.
In an effort to spread their Word, they began to
travel throughout the Eastern Shore of Virginia,
Maryland and Delaware. Their dedication to the movement
empowered the people to leave behind their oystering, clamming and fishing jobs on Chincoteague, along with their
homes and virtually all of their possessions. They journeyed
through unfamiliar areas, rarely charting a course in advance
and not knowing what they would encounter. They traveled,
as God told Abraham, “To get thee out of thy country, and
from thy kindred and from thy father’s house unto a land
that I will shew thee.”
In December of 1894, Joseph Lynch and 13 other church
members boarded the Annie Homan, a gaff-rigged sloop that
was 18 feet wide and 60 feet long. Johnny Collins and John Bowden bought the sailboat from a Mr. Jones in Oak Hall, Va., for
$500. The Annie Homan sailed from Lewis Creek and went down
the coast to the Chesapeake Bay. The group sailed to Baltimore,
Md., Washington, D.C., and Alexandria, Va. Along the way, they
held services wherever they could find a place to preach, including one service on the steps of the nation’s Capital.
It was a very difficult time for the Sanctified People who
were confined to the boat, and at the same time it was a
remarkably uplifting period for the group.

It Wasn’t Easy
The next time you are dreading a long drive for Camp Meeting or a Feast Meeting, consider
the plight of the earliest church members. Most of the travel in the early years of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church was done by sailboat, and it was anything but easy. Typically, one sailboat would
tow at least one floathouse, slowing the pace to a crawl even when the weather was favorable.
Brother William Parker (Brittan Parker’s father) and his family endured one of the more difficult trips in church history during the first decade of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church.
Parker traded his farm in Old Trap, N.C., for a sailboat, and he moved his family and all his
possessions to Nixonton, N.C., where he joined up with a band of Sanctified People in April of
1896. One day, Parker decided to go on a visit back to Old Trap. He was joined on the journey
by Johnny and Sue Needham, plus Lydia Tingle.
Here is Tingle’s version of the events that ensued: “We left Nixonton about noon on Brother
Parker’s vessel and sailed down the (Little) river about eight miles to Albemarle Sound. We
anchored that evening in the Sound, with the wind blowing from the Northeast. The next morning, the wind was blowing heavy and the sea was very rough. We stayed anchored there until
about 2:00 in the afternoon.
“Then, the anchor chain broke. Brother Parker and Johnny tried to put up the sail, but the
wind blew the sails off, so we had to go off before the wind. The sea looked so high that it
seemed that (the waves) would cover over us at any time.
“I had heard them sing, ‘I’ve anchored my soul in the haven of rest, I’ll sail the wild seas no
more. Though the tempest may sweep, o’re the wide stormy deep, in Jesus I’m safe evermore.’
That song had never appealed to me until on this boat, in this storm. Then it broke in my soul
so sweet. I can never express the thrill. I knew God would take care of us.
“The vessel came to shore on the Tyrell County side of the Sound at about 4:00 in the afternoon.
There were many shad fishermen on that shore. (Brothers Parker and Needham) went ashore, and
of course they let them know who they were – Sanctified People. Some of the fishermen had heard
Sister Minnie Beauchamp Woolard preach a short time before then at Alligator River.
continued on page 12
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John Canady provided the
drawing of the Annie Homan

“Each night these fishermen would come aboard our boat and ask us to
sing, and honey, we could sing, for our Lord had tuned our hearts. They
would fill our boat cabin and all up on the boat deck to listen. One man from
a farm up the shore invited us to dinner. We had plenty of company, and each
night they wanted us to sing. Our Lord did bless us, and we could sing from
our hearts. Though we were shipwrecked, we were very happy. We were
trusting where we could not see.
“We had no money to go home, but one young man named Ben Waters
borrowed a shad boat and offered to take us home. Late Saturday afternoon
(a week after they had set sail), we left Tyrell Shore for Little River and Nixonton. Ben Waters said we must sing all of the way over. And honey, talk about
singing! We sang! We were young and happy in the Lord.
“At about 8:00 that night, we landed in back of Uncle Joe’s (Lynch) float,
and went into the living room. It was full of our Sanctified People and some
visitors. They had no word from us since we left. They thought that perhaps
we had been drowned. Now there was such rejoicing. They were so glad to
see us, and said that they had thought they would never see us again.”
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After touring the cities and communities on the Chesapeake Bay, the Sanctified People headed back out of the bay and pointed the bow of the Annie
Homan southward. They sailed into the Currituck Sound and Albemarle
Sound in North Carolina, eventually landing at Cannon Ferry, N.C.
They later went out and preached in small towns such as Old Trap, Piney
Woods, Powell’s Point, Nixonton, Sparks Point and South Port. The services
in North Carolina were wonderful experiences, and many people were Sanctified. Some of the new converts joined Lynch’s group, while others elected
to establish a Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church while staying in their hometowns.
The traveling Sanctified People communicated their successes via mail
back to the other church members back on Chincoteague, and in March of
1895 another Sanctified band left the island.
Thirty-two church members sailed away from Chincoteague on the
schooner, Rolly Hudson (which was owned by Charlie Bishop), and they went
to North Carolina to join the Sanctified People. As positive reports were continually sent back to Chincoteague, more and more people headed to North
Carolina. In May of 1895, a group of 18 Sanctified People sold their possessions and sailed out on the schooner, R.F. Hastings (which John Bowden and
John Collins had purchased for $500 a week before they sailed southward).
Another group eventually sailed southward on the William James, which was
owned by Tom and Joe Birch.
The growing Sanctified band in North Carolina needed housing, and they
decided that floathouses were the answer to their dilemma. The Lynch family already had a floathouse, which was a compact framehouse that was
attached to a rectangular barge. The floathouse had temporary walls, so the
structure could serve as an open, floating tabernacle, or it could be divided
into two or three rooms. While they were living in the sailboats at the waterfront town of Elizabeth City, N.C., in 1896, it was decided that they would build
two more floathouses. These new floathouses were built and occupied by the
families of Sammy Leary and the Bowdens. A fourth floathouse would later
serve as a home for Charlotte Gray’s family and the Tingles.
There were few powered boats at the time, so the five floathouses were
pulled by the sailboats. This method allowed the Sanctified People to travel on
the Pamlico Sound and the Intercoastal Waterway. Using Elizabeth City as a
base, the Sanctified People continued to visit small towns such as Old Trap, Powell’s Point, Piney Woods, Nixonton, Cannon’s Ferry, South Port, Winter Quarters,
Sparrow’s Point, Jarvisburg, South Creek, North Creeds and Little Washington.

Setting Sail With The Sanctified People
In today’s world, it is virtually impossible to understand the sacrifices made by the pioneers of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church. When Joseph Lynch and the early Sanctified People were called to spread the word of the Lord, they left behind their lives and took an incredibly difficult step.
When the Sanctified People began traveling, their primary mode of transportation was by sailboats which towed “floathouses.” The floathouse pictured on the left was known as
“Uncle Joe’s Float Number 3,” and it is shown on the shore at Elizabeth City, N.C.

From left to right, the people on the platform are Stasha Bowden, James Alf Bowden, and Ida Bowden. Standing on the ground (from left to right) are James Lynch, Maggie Powell (with her baby, Harry), Lizzie Chandler, Jimmie Workman, Joshua Breasure,
Jordan Brown, Mary Brown, Angie Breasure, Lizzie Lynch, Eaven Leary, Anna Bell
Leary, Emma Burton, Florance Lynch and Joseph Lynch.
The person looking out the window is Mary Hudson.

Their efforts brought immediate dividends, with a large
number of people starting on the path to Sanctification.
One of the people who joined the movement in North Carolina was Sarah Harrison Vest. She later remembered, “They
all looked like angels. Aunt Sade (Sarah Collins) was a young
woman at that time, and also a wonderful preacher. I
thought she was the prettiest person I had ever seen in my
whole life.”

The second photo shows the Tingle-Gray float, which includes (from left to right)
Henry Meads, Estella Tingle, Nais Tingle and their children (Alice, Clarence and Edgar),
Mary Tingle, Asher Fisher, Charlotte Gray, Thomas Gray and their son George between
them, Minnie Beautchamp, Callie Gray, Luther Gray, Casher Gray, Willard Bishop, Dallas
Thompson and Annie Murray with her baby Lee.

In 1895, Sarah Collins united four couples in marriage in
Old Trap. The couples were Mary and Jordan Brown, Lou and
Fred Forbes, Annie Bell and Evan Leary, as well as Annie
and Isaac Riggs.
John Thomas Boyce grew up in the North Carolina countryside on the east side of the Chowan River. He helped with
the family farm and he was a partner in a fishing business
with his father. Boyce heard the Sanctified People preaching
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in Edenton, N.C., near his home. John and his mother, Mary
Boyce, got Sanctified at their home within one week of each
other. When the Sanctified People moved on, Boyce left his
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fishing business with his father, forsaking all that he had in
the world to travel with the Sanctified People.
While they faced obvious hardships, those were wonderful
times for the Sanctified People, and they carried
many memories from that period. Sister Eva Riggs
later wrote the following: “From 1895 to 1900, we
established very few churches. We traveled so fast
that to build churches or even tabernacles was
impossible. We preached on street corners, in
school houses, store buildings, city parks, courthouses, railroad stations, mission halls and any
building they would let us have. We would preach
in their churches if they gave us the privilege, and
many of them did.
“We traveled all up and down the North Carolina
coast, and time would fail me to tell of all the
places we stopped and preached. Lots of people
got Sanctified and thousands came out to hear us
preach, for people really wanted to hear the gospel
in those days. It was like in the Bible times, it says
the whole city came out to hear them, and so they
did in those days.
“I remember one instance when the people
closed down their sawmill because everyone
wanted to hear the Sanctified People. We had
meetings in the daytime, as there were no lights in
the buildings in that country to hold meetings at
night. We would all go back to the floats. All that
wanted to come to the floats – and many did – we
would have, and we would have meetings for them
in the float houses.
“That was when Brother Marshall Woolard (who
would become a church leader) got Sanctified.
Aunt Sade preached from the sixth chapter of
Romans and convinced him. He was a minister in
the Methodist Church, and he fell at our altar and
got Sanctified. His home was in the country near
Little Washington, N.C.”

In addition to Woolard, many other families began traveling with the Sanctified People full time after the North Carolina revivals. Among those who joined the church in the
Tar Heel state were Sammy Leary and his son, Evan; William
Parker and his wife and son Brittan; Fred and Lew Forbes;
singer and songwriter John Wesley Jones; Lizzy Vest; Lydia
Tingle; Maxie Tuttle; Noah Kite; Tommy Poyner; John Boyce;
Annie Jones (Chandler); Hyman Edwards; and Isaac, Charlie
and Billy Riggs.
The travel plans of the Sanctified People were often dictated by economics. In February of 1897, a local newspaper in
Oregon, N.C., reported that the Sanctified People were about
to leave the area. The article stated, “Eel catching is one of
their principal sources of income, and they have determined
to move further up the river, probably around Blount’s Creek,
as eels have become very scarce in this section. They have
caught a vast number which they shipped to urban markets…
“So far as (this correspondent) can find, they have been an
honest, hard working people, and one that has done much
good in this community.”
Finding the eel in the inlet proved to be extremely fortuitous. According to Mary L. Smith’s bibliography: the Sanctified People were looking at a difficult winter in 1896-97.
Because of the weather and food, they decided to go ashore.
They found a farmer who let them move into the farm tenant
houses. They began helping on the farm, and then they found
eel beds in the water nearby. There was a great demand in the
northern markets for eel, which was considered a delicacy in
those days. Fortunately, the Sanctified People discovered
someone who would ship the eel north for them. According
to Smith’s bibliography, “They felt like they had found a gold
mine, a real answer to prayer. So, the ladies got to work and
made baskets to catch the eel, and the men cleaned and
shipped them. By the spring, they had saved enough money
to move on south.”
Back on Chincoteague, all the departures obviously
drained the membership numbers on the island, and when 17
more people announced that they were leaving the island to

The Oldest Standing
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church
The Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church building on Chincoteague Island
was built in 1903, and it is still standing today. The site now has an historical marker that says the following:
“Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church was established on this island on February 14, 1892, by Joseph B. Lynch, not far from this location. Doctrine is
Justification and Sanctification. This building was erected in 1903. Since this
beginning, churches are established throughout the Southeastern states,
with headquarters in Perry, Ga., and a Camp Meeting Ground, cemetery, and
home for the aged. Annual Camp Meeting is the first Sunday in August of
each year.” (The date for the Annual Camp Meeting was changed to the third
Sunday in July in 2001.)

join the traveling band in December of 1896, an important
decision was made. The first church ever built for Christ’s
Sanctified Holy Church was sold. It had cost the Sanctified
People $2,000 to build the church that was approximately
one mile north of the previous church. It was sold to the
Goodwill Methodist Church for just $105. The Methodists held
services in the church for a short time, and then it was sold to
a man named Andrew Hill. Hill used the building for storage
for six years, and then it was destroyed by fire.
A small group of Sanctified People remained on Chincoteague in 1897, and they held services in their homes for
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the next six years. The Chincoteague band slowly grew, and
they eventually bought a piece of property from Parker Bowden and his wife for $25 on May 18, 1903. A church was built
on the land, and that church was still on the island over 100
years later. Over the years, countless people have experienced Sanctification on that wooden altar, and services were
still being held there in the 21st century. Inside the church,
there is a sign in back of the pulpit that reads, “No Creed But
Christ, No Law But Love, No Guide But the Bible.”
The views of the Sanctified People were gradually spreading from the roots set on Chincoteague Island. The traveling
band was generally well received when they visited new
communities, but the movement did face numerous challenges. In February of 1897, a local newspaper in Oregon,
N.C., published the following account of an interesting event
in the small coastal town:
They held many meetings – almost daily in all parts of the
country about Oregon, Campbell’s Creek, Springs Creek and
South Creek, at which places they have had large attendance.
Some 150 persons have professed a belief in their doctrines of
sanctification. They have ordained one man and one woman as
ministers.
There has been more Bible reading and discussion during the
past four or five months than had been done in the same number of years – perhaps 20 years would be nearer the fact – and
whilst many good men are opposing them, very many of the best
citizens in the section where they have chiefly operated say that
they have done great good, and that intemperance and Sabbath
breaking are almost things of the past. As an illustration, on
Christmas before the last, one boat brought to Oregon over 30
gallons of whiskey, whilst for last Christmas only brought one
gallon and one pint.
Although many of our best citizens are in sympathy with,
and endorse them, their opposition to a paid minister has, of
course, brought them in conflict with the preachers generally,
both black and white. Some two weeks ago, the Reverend H.S.
Davenport challenged them to a joint debate on scripture subjects, which was held at Oregon on Tuesday, Jan. 20, 1897, by
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Reverend Davenport of the Disciple Church, and Reverend Sarah
E. Collins of the Sanctified Church.
The following prophesisms were discussed:
1. Are persons born good or saved at conversion? Davenport
affirmed, Collins denied.
2. Are persons absolutely free from sin when sanctified?
Collins affirmed, Davenport denied.
3. Are persons justified before they are sanctified? Collins
affirmed, Davenport denied.
4. Is water baptism necessary to salvation at this day? Davenport affirmed, Collins denied.
5. May persons be baptized with the Holy Ghost now? Collins
affirmed, Davenport denied.
6. Has woman any right to preach? Collins affirmed, Davenport denied.
This discussion was held in the open air in the presence of a
large congregation and lasted about four hours. The best of
order was maintained, and close attention was given to the
speakers.
Mr. Davenport is a man about 60 years of age. He has been in
the ministry for many years, and is well equipped to maintain his
side of the subject. Mrs. Collins is about 30 years of age (actually she was 26 at the time), of fine personal appearance and
one of the ablest woman speakers we have ever heard. She has
been in the ministry about 10 years, in fact was co-leader with
Lynch, and the founders of what they call Christ’s Sanctified
Holy Church. She is thoroughly posted as to the doctrines she
advocates, and seems to know the entire Bible by heart, and is
undoubtedly the best educated and informed minister in that
denomination.
Space will not allow us to give a report of the discussions, but
we feel warranted in saying that Reverend Davenport will not
want to renew the discussions, and that at least nine out of 10
who heard the debate would give the victory to the woman.

Chapter

Sanctified Groups
Cross the Nation

T

he Sanctified People began reaching out from
North Carolina in 1898.
They divided into small
groups, and traveled the
waters, rails and roads of America.
Their sole purpose was to spread
their beliefs to others, and they journeyed to small towns and big cities all
across the nation. They typically
would move into a town and stay
anywhere from six months to two
years. During that time, they would
hold services in the surrounding
communities so that they could reach
as many people as possible.
As they traveled, the groups would
occasionally split or combine, and
members would shift from one group
to another. Some converts joined up
with the traveling groups, while others would be left behind to do God’s
work in their hometowns. It was as if
each Sanctified Person was a thread
that was free to move as he or she
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Colored Saints March Forward
On their first trip down the Atlantic coast, the Sanctified People preached to groups of white and black people in North Carolina at Harker’s Island, Beaufort and Morehead City. Before the
turn of the century, churches were constructed at all three sites:
Harker’s Island Church – In the year of 1898, the Sanctified
People preached and established a church for the white folks on
Harker’s Island. From these services a young man named George
Rose, who was 19 years of age, got converted and Sanctified. His
testimony was that he found the most sincere people he ever met.
They were plain in dress, no jewelry or make up and kept the
Sabbath Day. His brother, Dallas Rose, later wrote a book, “An
Earnest Contender”, about receiving the blessing of Sanctified.

The “Colored Saints”
built this church in
Beaufort, N.C. One of
the leaders for this
group was Barney
Davis.

Beaufort Church – In the same
year of 1898, with the help of the
Harker’s Island church, they
preached to the black people at
Beaufort. There were a great many
who got Sanctified, and with
Joseph B. Lynch and Sarah E.
Collins established a Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church for blacks.
Among the leaders of that church
were Barney Davis and his wife
Mary Jane Davis, Henry and Rose
Hagett, Homer Jones, Mariah Potter
and Al Sikes.
Morehead City, NC Church –
This Christ’s Sanctified Holy
Church for blacks was established
by the Harker’s Island and Beaufort Churches in 1899. They bought
a piece of property and built a
church. The three churches would
meet on a Sunday of each month
and have an all day meeting. It was
like our feast meetings we hold
today. It was a glorious time with
the whites and the blacks praising
the Lord together.
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chose. However, those individual threads
were intertwined by a common faith, and
that’s how the fabric of Christ’s Sanctified
Holy Church was formed.
Passion for the Word was high during
this period, but money was scarce and
living arrangements were difficult. The
Sanctified People rarely owned furniture
in the early 1900s. They used orange
crates and nail kegs as chairs, and whenever they moved, they simply nailed
orange crates to the walls in the kitchen
for cabinets. Their main possessions
were feather mattresses, trunks and
dishes. During their journeys, they would
place the mattress in a trunk and then
pack the dishes in and around the mattress for safekeeping.
When they first left the North Carolina
coast, Charlotte Gray and her group
went to Florida while Joseph Lynch and
another crowd went back into Virginia.
Lynch’s group first stopped at Deep
Creek in the Tidewater region, and then
they continued up the coast to Alexandria, Va. One Sunday, Lynch’s group
took a steamer from Alexandria across
the Potomac River to Washington, D.C.
They held a meeting on a square near
the White House, and then on the steps
of the Capital building. One frugal
brother tried to save the 10-cent
steamer fare and opted to row across
the Potomac. Unfortunately, he arrived
at the meeting place just as the service
was about to end.
Lynch’s group next turned southward
to Harker’s Island in North Carolina. After

reaching both black and white people with the Gospel on
Harker’s Island, Lynch guided his crowd to Beaufort, N.C.,
Morehead City, N.C., Sneed’s Ferry, N.C., and Savannah, Ga.
On February 15, 1898, the USS Maine was sunk by saboteurs in Havanna Harbor in Cuba, and that event ignited the
Spanish-American War. The Sanctified People with Lynch
were in Savannah while the war was being fought. Savannah
was a major staging point for American troops, who rode
trains to Savannah and then boarded ships bound for Cuba.
The Sanctified People took advantage of the traffic, setting up
lunch stands with large pots of clam chowder and pies to sell
to the hungry troops.
Later that year, Lynch left Savannah and headed to Florida
with his group. At the time, Charlotte Gray’s crowd was
preaching in several towns around Cocoa, Fla. They held
meetings in Sunshine State towns such as Ocala (where
Brother Thomas Slappey was found) and Palmetto. While in
Palmetto, members of the group worked in the local lemon
orchards. Another Sanctified band, which included the Chandlers and the Riggs, had branched off the Gray group, and they
traveled to Brunswick, Ga.
Eva Riggs later remembered her time in Georgia the following way: “As more people kept getting Sanctified, they
would come out and travel with us to different places. Lots of
times we would all get back together for a while, and then we
would scatter out into different crowds.”
In 1899, Lynch and his group went to Palatka, Fla., where
they rented the old Cannonball Hotel. Several families moved
into the rooms upstairs, and they held services in the lobby on
the ground floor. One of the people touched by the words of
the Sanctified People in Florida was a railroad worker named
Andrew Smith. Another person who first heard the word in
Florida was John Miller, who would later become a leader in
the church. Miller’s story is a good example of the struggles
some people faced when they turned to Sanctification during
that period.
As a youngster, Miller moved with his family from Philadelphia, Pa., to the backwoods of Florida in 1886. Each week, his

The Memorable Winter Of 1899
The Sanctified People faced one of their most daunting challenges in 1899, when
they encountered one of the most difficult winters on record.
In February of 1999, an Associated Press story stated, “A century ago this week,
most of America shivered in the icy grip of the cold snap that set the standard for cold
snaps.”
How cold was it? A frigid air mass swept through the United States, setting record
low temperatures in Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Nebraska, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and West Virginia.
Many of the Sanctified People were in Florida during that winter. Snow flurries
appeared as far south as Fort Myers, Fla., and Lake City received three inches of snow.
On Feb. 13, the state capital of Tallahassee set a state record with a temperature of
two below zero. The following day, it was 29 degrees in Miami.

family would travel by wagon to Palatka in order to purchase
provisions. When John was 33 years old, his father, Frank,
encountered the Sanctified People on one such visit. After
attending a service at the Cannonball Hotel, Frank asked the
Sanctified People if they would like to come to preach in his
community.
John Miller had served as the clerk of the Missionary Baptist Church near Palatka for three years before he was introduced to the Sanctified People. After John and some of his
friends heard Lynch’s crowd preach, they wanted the Sanctified People to come preach at their church. At that time, the
Missionary Baptist Church held meetings just one weekend
per month, with a conference meeting on Saturday and regular services on Sunday. At one of these conference meetings,
someone brought up the motion that the Sanctified People
should be allowed to preach in their church. They put the idea
to a vote, and it was eventually decided that the Sanctified
People should be invited to the church.
The Sanctified People journeyed to the community in wagons, and the people took them into their homes and provided hospitality. They began to preach in the church, and a
number of people got Sanctified. Miller and 20 other members
of the Baptist Church were among those who chose SanctifiChrist’s Sanctified Holy Church • 19

cation. Other Baptists, however, did not like the way
the Sanctified People worshipped, and they wanted
them out of their church.
The issue was brought up at the Baptists’ next
Saturday conference meeting. The congregation
had another vote, and the group that wanted the
Sanctified People to leave won by a small margin. As
the clerk, Miller was seated next to the minister during the conference, and he was charged with keeping the minutes of the meeting. After the vote, Miller
wrote in the church record, “Resolved, that the Missionary Baptist Church bars its doors against the
preaching of the Holy Word of God.”
When Miller was called upon to read back the
minutes at the close of the meeting, he dutifully read
exactly what he had written. Not surprisingly, there
was a loud protest. “It’s not the Word of God we’re
against, it’s those people we don’t want,” some
shouted. During the commotion, someone made a
motion that Miller be ousted from his role as the
church clerk for heresy. That motion was put to a
vote, and a slight majority voted against Miller.
Those folks thought that they had voted Miller out,
but then he rose and informed the congregation that
they needed a two-thirds majority to remove him. He
went on to tell the audience that he was resigning
from the church of his own free will, and then the
other members who had been Sanctified also
resigned. Among the people who joined Christ’s
Sanctified Holy Church along with John Miller at this
time were Ed Miller, Frank Miller, Dock Smith,
Penny Tuttle, Johnny Green and Obe Call.
The rift at the Baptist Church didn’t mark an end
to John Miller’s difficulties. Here’s what happened
next, according to Miller’s bibliography:
“Although his wife didn’t get Sanctified, she
agreed to come to John later after he went off with
the Sanctified People and got settled. So, John went
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to a town not far away
and was farming for a
On The Road
man, as were others
Throughout the first half of the
who got Sanctified in
1900s, the Sanctified People traveled
Palatka. But, it seems
constantly. Andrew “Dock” Smith was
his
wife’s
wordly
Sanctified in Palatka, Fla., in 1899.
brothers
incited
her
According to Smith’s records, he traveled to the following 46 cities with the
anger against Brother
Sanctified People over the next 41 years:
John.”
The “locals” weren’t
Palmetto, Fla.
Colorado Springs, Colo.
Ellington, Fla.
Fresno, Calif.
always hostile. During
Punta Gorda, Fla. San Jose, Calif.
the Spanish American
Fort Myers, Fla.
Santa Ana, Calif.
War near the turn of
Arcadia, Fla.
Pomona, Calif.
the century, times were
Shreveport, La.
La Junta, Colo.
hard for many people.
Vicksburg, Miss. Canon City, Colo.
However, in JackJackson, Miss.
Kansas City, Kan.
Meridan, Miss.
Russellville, Ark.
sonville, Fla., on the
Westpoint, Miss. Joplin, Mo.
St. John’s River, a
Greenville, Miss. Louisville, Ky.
group of Sanctified
Dallas, Tex.
Portland, Ky.
People journeyed into
Fort Worth, Tex.
Mobile, Ala.
town and received a
Austin, Tex.
Selma, Ala.
notable reception. Tom
San Antonio, Tex. Griffin, Ga.
Lake Charles, La. Atlanta, Ga.
Gray went into a little
Port Arthur, Tex. Augusta, Ga.
store in South JackTexarkana, Ark.
Birmingham, Ala.
sonville, and he simply
Little Rock, Ark. Charleston, S.C.
told the man behind
Pine Bluff, Ark.
Charlotte, N.C.
the counter that his
Memphis, Tenn. Jacksonville, Fla.
group needed groClarendon, Ark.
Valdosta, Ga.
Muskogee, Okla. St. Augustine, Fla.
ceries. Gray said that
they didn’t have any
money, but that they
would pay the grocer once they got jobs. The man took Gray
at his word, and the Sanctified People got their groceries.
Later in 1899, some of the Sanctified People began to
migrate away from the coastline. The Lynch group visited
Sister Charlotte Gray’s group in Cocoa, Fla. Lynch then took a
number of people across the state to Tampa, but their stay in
Tampa was brief. There was an outbreak of yellow fever, so

the Sanctified People quickly boarded a train bound for
Atlanta, Ga. Before they entered Atlanta, their train was
stopped so that health inspectors could ensure that the passengers weren’t carrying yellow fever. The train was halted
next to a prison. The Sanctified People left their cars, went
outside, and began singing to the prisoners.
Once Lynch’s group reached Atlanta, they had a number of
good meetings and many people were Sanctified. During
their stay in the city, many of the men and women worked at
an overall factory. Among the folks who joined the church at
that time were Neal Haggard, Louise Haggard Gray, Lillie
Haggard, Artie Bell Bradford, Brother Maxwell and George
Kimball.
While they were in Atlanta, they met a man named Mr.
Green who invited them to preach at his mission in New
Orleans. Joseph Lynch headed for New Orleans with one
group, and he left Brother Maxwell in charge of the Sanctified
People who chose to remain in Atlanta. Lynch and his crowd
boarded a train for another long journey. In 1900, most of the
75.9 million Americans traveled by train, boat, horse, mule or
bicycle. One contemporary report described automobiles as
“an expensive luxury item for the man who does not need
one. It is well named the ‘devil wagon.’” Ford Motor Company
opened its doors for the first time in 1904.
When the Sanctified People reached New Orleans, they
found that Mr. Green’s mission was old and dilapidated, so
they held meetings out on the street by the Mississippi River.
While in New Orleans, the Sanctified People stayed at the
Saint Charles Hotel.
The Sanctified People had a positive experience in New
Orleans, and many stories are still told from their days in the
Crescent City. Once, Sister Millie Miller was preaching on a box
near the riverfront. A man in the audience stepped forward
while she was preaching and said, “Sister, you are going to
preach yourself to death. Take this dollar and take it easy.”
Miller took the dollar and handed it to Joseph Lynch … and
then she went right back to preaching. There is another story
about a Frenchman who was Sanctified in New Orleans.
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Sister Millie
Miller was an
active member of the
church in the
early 1900s.

While they
stayed in
New Orleans,
a number of
Sanctified
People
stayed at the
St. Charles
Hotel.

Shortly after he testified, he passed away
while at a service.
The stay in New
Orleans came to a sudden end when an outbreak of small pox
swept through the city.
The Sanctified People
left to avoid being
quarantined, and they
boarded a train for
Pensacola, Fla.
A great number of
people had been Sanctified in Florida in the
early stages of the
church. In 1899, about
40 church members
from all over Florida took a steamer across the Gulf of Mexico to the island town of Galveston, Tex. It was a difficult,
storm-filled voyage, but that was just the beginning of the
ordeal. Shortly after
they arrived in the
Lone Star State, Galveston was hit by the
deadliest hurricane in
American history. Fortunately, all of the
Sanctified People survived the storm.
Traveling had become an important part
of life for the Sanctified
People. For example,
Sarah “Sade” Collins’
crowd left South Port,
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N.C., in 1898, and they moved 13 times over the next two
years. All of those moves were made by boat or train. It was,
without a doubt, a difficult time. Sacrifices were made by
everyone in order to spread the Word. The travelers left behind
the comfort and security of their homes, and the children were
moving so often that they frequently attended many different
schools in one year.
In early 1900, a group led by Joseph Lynch and Sade Collins
went from Pensacola, Fla., to Fernandina Beach, Fla. While in
Fernandina Beach, many of the Sanctified People were hired
to tear down an old hotel – the same hotel where Marshall
Woolard’s crowd had lived the previous year.
There was also sad news for the Sanctified People in Fernandina Beach. Joseph Lynch, the founder and leader of
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church, passed away on September 3,
1900 (many say that it was food poisoning that caused his
death), and then Sister Mag Powell died a few hours later. In
that short span of time, the church lost two strong soldiers
who were both part of the crowd that left Chincoteague and
began spreading the Word through travel.
After Lynch passed away, the Chandlers and the Riggs
decided to join Charlotte Gray’s group in Punta Gorda, Fla.
Sarah E. Collins assumed the leadership of the church,
and several members of the Lynch crowd boarded the
schooner Annie Homan and headed northward. The Annie
Homan was towing a houseboat that was filled with black
brothers and sisters. Originally from North Carolina, the
black people had traveled south to join the Sanctified People in Florida.
At one point on the trip, the Annie Homan was docked in
the town of Bluffton, S.C., which is near the island now
known as Hilton Head. The Sanctified People held meetings
in Bluffton, and their preaching was well received. A number
of people were Sanctified, and several families decided to
travel with the Sanctified folks. The new members of the
travel party were the Goodwins (the parents of Jennie
Robuck), the Fripps, and the Causey’s.

When The Sky Fell, And The Ocean Rose
When the 20th century began, Galveston, Tex., was a thriving, growing port city. Galveston had 38,000 residents, and it was the fourth largest city in the state
of Texas.
All of that changed on Sept. 8, 1900. A monstrous hurricane hit the island that day, bringing winds that traveled at over 120 miles per hour and a tidal surge
that swept across the island. The storm killed over 6,000 people, and one-third of the city was destroyed.
A group of about 40 Sanctified People were caught in Galveston when the “Great Storm” swallowed the island. Thankfully, all of the Sanctified People in Galveston survived the hurricane, but it was a frightful experience for many of them.
When the city officials realized that a severe hurricane was coming, they ordered everyone to evacuate their homes. Some did, but many elected to stay on
the second floor of their homes. A large group of Sanctified People decided to go to the City Water Works Building, a brick structure that was on the highest part
of the island. Unfortunately, even that structure wasn’t safe. When the surging saltwater started to crumble the building walls, the people escaped and tried to
make it to the city water tower, which was nearby.
The Sanctified People were clinging to the tower when they saw three church members – Marshall and Minnie Woolard and Dora Price, being pushed away
by the tide and the winds. John Miller handed his money to John Boyce, and then Miller and his brother, Ed, went into the water. The Millers swam out to the struggling trio. Each of the brothers took one of the women back to the tower, and Marshall Woolard swam to safety on his own.
Another blessing was discovered after the storm ended. When the Sanctified People returned to their rented homes, all of the houses on the street had floated
away except for the two buildings that had been rented by the Sanctified crowd. It wasn’t divine intervention that saved the houses, it was an old Chincoteague
Island trick. The Sanctified People had cut holes in the floor before they left their houses. This allowed the rising water to come up through the floor instead of
pushing the houses off of their foundations.
The devastation of
Galveston
was nearly
complete following the
hurricane.
(Texas State
Library)

While in Bluffton, there were a number of memorable
meetings that included Sanctified People who were both
white and black. Long before integration came to the South,
meetings were held with both races in attendance. On one
evening, the white folks would take the stand while the black

members were seated. The following night, the two groups
would switch places.
In 1901, Sarah Collins’ group sailed away from Bluffton
and headed toward Charleston, S.C. Then the trusty Annie
Homan ran aground on a sandbar. The vessel was pounded
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by the tides and the wind, and she eventually began to take
on water. The Sanctified People abandoned their ship and
took their wet possessions to Lady’s Island in South Carolina. The Sanctified People had a short stay on the island
while the men beached the boat, recaulked it, and made it
seaworthy again.
The stop at Lady Island may not have been planned, but the
time there was well spent. While they were on the beach, they
naturally began preaching.
When the Sanctified People finally reached Charleston,
the fabled Annie Homan was sold. Sarah Collins’ group used
some of the money from the sale to purchase train tickets to
Richmond, Va. The Sanctified People had meetings in Richmond, and they also toured smaller cities in the state such
as Smithfield, Newport News and Lynchburg. The group
spent the winter in Lynchburg, with many working in the
cotton mills. They performed a job known as “drawing,”
which involved pulling the threads and preparing them for
the weaving process. It was a cold, snowy winter in Lynchburg, and the Collins crew frequently caught themselves
thinking about Charlotte Gray’s group, which was holding
meetings in warm Florida communities such as Orlando,
Bartons, Arcadia, Titusville and Daytona.
One hundred years ago, there was a loose organization
among the Sanctified People. There were several small
church communities in the South, as well as three distinct
traveling crowds that remained in contact via mail. After
Joseph Lynch passed away, Sarah Collins was the leader of a
group that was moving northward along the South Carolina
coast. Charlotte Gray’s crowd was traveling in Florida. At the
same time, Marshall Woolard was leading a third crowd that
included John Miller and his family. Woolard’s crowd was in
Texas at the turn of the century.
The three traveling crowds had been working on a way to
unite, and that mission was accomplished in the summer of
1902 when everyone was called to Birmingham, Ala. One of
the reasons that Birmingham was selected for the union
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meeting was that the city’s steel industry offered plenty of
jobs. When they left Birmingham later in the summer, Collins
and Woolard took their crowds to Biloxi, Miss., and they later
made their way to Bay St. Louis, Miss. When they reached Bay
St. Louis, the Sanctified men worked in oystering, and some
of the women went to work in a shrimp factory.
After the union meeting, Charlotte Gray took
her crowd to Pass Christan, Miss., where Gray
was joined by the families
of John Miller, Eva Riggs,
William Parker and others. Delia Kight and several Sanctified women in
Pass Christian worked at
a local shrimp factory.
They were paid 10 cents
per gallon to clean
shrimp. Kight later said
that she never ate
another shrimp after that
experience.
At the same time,
most of John Miller’s old
group headed back to
Texas, visiting places such
as Dallas, Fort Worth,
Austin and San Antonio.
In 1903 (the same year the
Wright brothers flew at
Kitty Hawk, N.C.), Miller
returned to Bay St. Louis
with a new idea. Somehow, Miller managed to
convince Sarah Collins Rudolph Esclavon joined the Sanctified
crowd in Louisiana in 1903.
that they should go to

A Long Way From Home
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church was created in the Eastern Shore region of Virginia in 1892. A dozen years later, the traveling Sanctified People reached something of a milestone when they journeyed to the West Coast.
A Sanctified group led by Sarah Collins and John Miller traveled by train from Texas to Los Angeles in 1903. While relatively few new members were found in
California, the Sanctified People left a lasting impression in the region.
Phineas Bresee was one Californian who was touched by the Sanctified People. At the time, Bresee was
a Methodist minister in Los Angeles. After attending services for over a year, he wrote: “I instinctively in spirit
allied myself with them, and, while they must have known that I was not in the clear enjoyment of the blessing (of Sanctification), they seemed to appreciate whatever efforts I could and did make, in assisting them in
the work of holiness. They were very kind and gentle. They doubtless prayed much for me, but they did not
pray at me, and they stood close by me, and sustained me …”
Bresee wrote that he later experienced “a transformed condition of life and blessing and unction and glory,
which I had never known before … there came into my ministry a new element of spiritual life and power.”
Instead of joining the Sanctified People, Bresee eventually chose another path and became one of the
founders of the Nazarene Church.
This photo
was taken in
California
around 1903.

California! Others joined that contingent in California, including
some who traveled all the way from Chincoteague to the West
Coast. After making the long train journey westward, the Sanctified People held meetings at Los Angeles, Riverside, San Diego,
Santa Barbara, San Bernardino and Long Beach.
While Miller and Collins were leading their folks around

California, Charlotte Gray’s group moved into western
Louisiana. One of the places they visited in Louisiana was
Lake Charles, where they initially held meetings on street
corners. Rudolph Esclavon was brought into the Sanctified
family during such a meeting in 1903.
“Rudolph was walking along the street one Sunday
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Lending A Helping Hand
When Charlotte Gray’s group was staying in Lake Charles, La., in 1903,
the Sanctified People visited a small community known as West Lake, La.
The Sanctified People preached to a group of black people at an African
Methodist Episcopal Church (AME) and a Colored Methodist Church in West
Lake. Many of the people there were Sanctified, and Gray eventually organized them into Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church South on April 16, 1904. Gray
ordained deacons, deaconesses and ministers, and she helped them set up
their own organization.
One of the first people Sanctified at the church was C.F. RigMaiden, and
she immediately began preaching to other members of the community. Others later joined RigMaiden, including Dempsey Perkins, A.C. Mitchell, James
Briller Jr., and Lizzie Pleasant.
The black crowd eventually traveled through the Midwest and the northwest, and they started a number of churches that are still operating. Sister
Effie Foss first heard about Sanctification from the black crowd in Chicago,
Ill. Foss later got Sanctified and joined Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church, and
she eventually was ordained as a minister in August of 1942.

afternoon and heard them singing and preaching as they
were standing on the street corner holding meeting,”
remembered Rudolph’s wife, May Esclavon. “Sister Louise
Gray was preaching. Rudolph had been reared in the
Catholic church and was not allowed to visit another
church, but God got hold of him that day and he never
went back to the Catholic church. He sought and obtained
forgiveness of sin and Sanctification, and he cast his lot
with the Sanctified People.”
Early in the 20th century, the structure of Christ’s Sanctified
Holy Church slowly began to shift. As the membership in the
church grew, more and more groups of Sanctified People
started traveling and touching hearts across the country.
In November of 1903, a fourth major crowd was created
when a group of about 30 Sanctified People, including Billy
Chandler, the Riggs, and George Bishop; traveled into Texas.
That group started in Fort Worth, and then they went to
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Houston, Port Lavaca and Victoria. Near Victoria, the Sanctified People began preaching in a building that was known as
the “Little Blue School House.” The time in the School House
proved to be a magnificent experience. A number of people
were Sanctified in Victoria, including Willie Hobbs Sr., Ara
Sloan (who would later become Willie’s wife), Watt Hanley,
the Bonners (Oscar, Otho, Dan, Lavolia and Mattie), Sam
Jernigan, Ella Slappey, Mack Chauvin, Ben Milam, Jessie Handley Sullivan, the Robucks and the Wrights.
Meanwhile, Sarah Collins left California in 1904 with a
Sanctified group and moved to Kansas. At the same time,
Charlotte Gray’s crowd journeyed to Texarkana, Ark. Chandler
and Bishop ultimately joined Gray in Texarkana. Numerous
other excursions were made in the Lone Star State. In 1905,
Sanctified People visited Rockport, Tex., where Lizzie Curry
was Sanctified on Christmas Eve. Her example was later followed by Nettie, Lee, Warren and Rufus Curry.
Earlier in 1905, it was decided that the Sanctified People
should come together for their second union meeting. They
selected Little Rock, Ark., as the site for the early August meeting. They had a wonderful time at the meeting, and they also
handled some church business. They republished their discipline, and they reestablished their membership rolls. At the
time, there were 142 people traveling with the various Sanctified groups. That list included a number of people who were
Sanctified at the union meeting, including Dela Birch (who
later married Noah Kites), as well as Walter and Nettie Brush.
A series of board meetings were also held in John Miller’s
home in Little Rock. On Aug. 5, 1905, the board installed
Miller and Thomas Poyner as deacons.
While the direction of the church was being decided at the
union meeting in Little Rock, a personal decision was being
made in Louisiana. The French Sanctified People were holding meetings and preaching the gospel in Bayou Blue, La., and
a man named Louis Arceneaux was Sanctified at one of the
meetings. Arceneaux and his wife were Catholics, and they
had raised a large family together.
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hen the Little Rock union meeting came to a
close, Sarah Collins and John Miller returned
to the road with a crowd of Sanctified People. They first went to Pine Bluff, Ark., where
several people were Sanctified, including

Tennie Cherry and James Foust.
The Sanctified People then formed two crowds out of Pine
Bluff, with Collins leading a group to Louisiana and Miller’s
crowd going to Clarendon, Ark. The people in Clarendon
were soon joined by Charlotte Gray’s crowd, and they stayed
in the small town for nearly two years. The time spent in
Clarendon proved to be very productive, with people such as
Lige and Jonas Rainey, Charlie Mordick and Luther Gray getting Sanctified during that period.
Clarendon also served as a base that allowed the Sanctified
People to reach out to other communities in Arkansas. They
preached in towns such as Connell’s Point and Kevil, and

Charlotte Gray helped organize a church in Turner, Ark.
Clemmey Booth was the deaconess of the new church in
Turner, and three ministers were ordained – J.P. Hill, C.C.
Grider and Ada Howard.
Word of mouth was the key for the traveling Sanctified People. When they moved into a town, they would generally have

small audiences for their initial meetings. Then, after people in
the community began to spread the word, the Sanctified People would usually see their audience grow. That’s how Lizzie
Bonner joined the church in Fort Smith, Ark., back in 1905.
“A young man by the name of Marian Dillingham was
boarding with my mother. He attended their meetings for
several weeks, and then he finally persuaded my mother to go
hear them. She was a Methodist who was living up to all she
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This photo
apparently
shows a
Sanctified
group on
the“Holy
Junipers”
traveling to
Arkansas.

Sanctified Success In The Lone Star State
The Christ’s
Sanctified
Holy Church
at Port Arthur,
Tex., circa
1890. Among
those in the
photo are Ida
Fisher
Bowden,
Asher Fisher
and Charlotte
Gray.

In 1905, a group of Sanctified People led by Billy Riggs journeyed into
Texas. The stay in that area was one of the most remarkable sojourns during
the church’s traveling period.
The Sanctified People first arrived in Victoria, Tex., in the fall of 1903. Fifty
years later, William Hobbs Sr., remembered the events this way: “At the time,
we lived about 10 miles out of town in a settlement known as the Burrows Settlement. The Sloans and the Handleys went into town and brought (the Sanctified People) out in wagons and carriages to hold meetings in the little school
house known as the Blue School House. Some of the Sanctified People who
came to those meetings were Charlie and Alice Riggs, Cornelius and Lillie Haggard, Norris and Lydia Tingle, Issac and Annie Riggs, Johnny and Flonie Green,
Alex and Agnes Ashley, and Billy and Eva Riggs. Others came at various times
from Port Lavaca, which was 27 miles away.

“They started services on a Saturday night in November, 1903, and I went
out to see what was going on. There on the stand my eyes fell on truly the
Saints of God. When they started singing the Songs of the Redeemed, the house
was full of the power of the Lord. I had never seen a service carried on in this
manner. They all stood up and sung and began to shout, but none of it was
funny to me. It went to my heart and stayed there.”
Those saintly people later spent a considerable amount of time in Rockport,
Tex., a town located about 60 miles from Victoria. They moved in three covered
wagons, with a team of mules leading the way.
While the Sanctified People were based in Rockport, they frequently traveled to smaller communities around the city. They enjoyed tremendous success
in the area. Many of the people who were Sanctified near Rockport now have
numerous descendants who are members of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church.
That list included the Currys (there were 12 brothers and sisters).
Warren Curry was a rough-and-tumble cowboy who worked on a ranch
near Rockport. One day, he was riding his horse when he went by a place
where the Sanctified People were holding a meeting. The wonderful singing
drew Curry in. He was quickly seized by the spirit, and his knees began to tremble. He soon got Sanctified, and he started traveling with the Sanctified folks.
The Sanctified People eventually built a rough board tabernacle on the
northern side of Rockport, and they continued to gather support. Warren Curry’s
example was later followed by Lizzie Curry, Amos Rooke and Nettie Curry
Rooke Hagan. In August of 1967, Hagan wrote about her memories of Texas:
“In March, 1906, I went to visit Lizzie (Curry). She had gotten Sanctified
Christmas Eve, 1905. All Warren and Lizzie talked about was the Sanctified People, how wonderful they were, and about their preaching … I really watched
every act they did, and every word they said …
“I was real anxious to go to the meetings to see what it was all about. So
I was there at the tabernacle at 2:30. They were singing, and soon they stood
up. I shall never forget the feeling that came over me. I thought they were so
beautiful, and as they knelt down to pray it seemed as if something began to
tug or pull at my heart.”

knew,” May Esclavon, who was 10 years old in 1905, said of

We owned our home and two others, but we sold them and

her mother. “She knew she didn’t have salvation, and so she

gave away everything except for what we would call a camp-

became interested in the holy people and she and my father

ing outfit. We were living comfortably in Fort Smith, but my

were both Sanctified.

mother sacrificed her home, her belongings and her relatives

“Soon, the holy people were led to move on, and my
mother went with them out in the world to preach the gospel.
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and started to tell others about Jesus.”
A stay in Midland, Ark., provided many great memories for

While they were staying in Rockport, the Sanctified People made a visit
to the home of Will and Melinee Hardy in the nearby community of Fulton,
Tex. (three miles from Rockport), in July of 1906. They enjoyed a wonderful outdoor evening meeting in the Hardy’s yard. They hung lanterns on the
trees, and they used rough lumber for seats.
Nettie Hagan later wrote:
“Lizzie took me to Brother Chandler’s when we got to Rockport. Several
families lived together there. They had a wonderful meeting, singing and
shouting under the trees. I went to the altar, kneeling on the sand. Sunday
morning, Sunday school, Sunday afternoon, testimony meeting Sunday
night, I really began to pray and repent of my sins and the Lord sure did
bless me that night. A burden rolled out of my heart.
“I never went home Monday. I wanted to get Sanctified before I went
home. I stayed until Wednesday night, and on August 1, Wednesday night
after 10:00 p.m., the Lord really did come into my heart. I began to praise
the Lord and tell what the Lord did for me.”
In March of 1907, a large part of the Sanctified group left Rockport and
took a train to the Ardmore Indian Territory (now a part of Oklahoma). A number of the newly-Sanctified people remained in Rockport and continued
preaching the word.
Another member of the local community who joined the Sanctified People was Hazel Hardy Scarbrough (Will and Melinee’s daughter). She later
recounted her memories of that time:
“Most of the Sanctified men fished for their living. So did my father. Their
meetings were Sunday and Wednesday nights, and Saturday night and
Sunday afternoon. The ladies held the Wednesday night one, as the men
were on the fishing grounds through the week. I have seen Sister Lizzie
Chandler shouting up the isle and others too. When they came in church
they would greet each other with a kiss. We thought it so funny for men to
kiss each other. They were such clean people, none used tobacco in any
form, they neither drank intoxicating liquor or used profane language. They
paid cash for all their needs.”
the Sanctified People, but their time in the community was far
from perfect.
“This little town was quite a contrast to Fort Smith,” wrote
Esclavon. “My mother had taken pride in sending her children
to school, but there were no schools in Midland. It was a
small mining town, with company built houses of two and

Working For A Living
During their travels, Sanctified People worked a series of different professions. As
Faye Rogers said, the people did “anything they could do to make a dollar, whether
it was digging potatoes or picking cotton or whatever.”
One popular occupation for the women was doing laundry. In the early years, Sara
Bowden and Lizzie Leary formed a partnership washing clothes. At the first home,
Sara would wash clothes while Lizzie would preach to the woman of the house. At the
next home, the two would switch roles.
In A Goodly Heritage, which was published by Millie Waites, there was a “partial
list” of 24 jobs that were handled by the men and women in the church:
1- Fishermen
2- Fished for turtles
3- Fished for eels for the northern market
4- Worked in a shrimp factory
5- Migrant farm workers
6- Oystermen
7- Carpentry work
8- Peddlers
9- Worked in a creamery
10- Worked in an overall factory
11- Laundry work
12- Dug mussels for the shells, which were used for buttons at a Clarendon, Ark.,
factory
13- Worked in a button factory
14- Worked on lemon farms
15- Grew and sold vegetables
16- Rolled asphalt with wheelbarrows to build a road
17- Worked on the railroads
18- Trappers in Louisiana
19- Day laborers
20- Painters
21- Worked in cotton mills
22- Ran a boarding house
23- In Wichita, Kan., they made shirts for World War I soldiers at home from tin
patterns
24- Plaster work
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had to pull it up with a rope and bucket from the well,
whereas we had running water in our home in Fort Smith.
But, the meetings in Midland stand out in my mind as the
greatest I have ever witnessed.
“They built a brush arbor (a simple structure constructed
with branches from trees and bushes) for outdoor meetings.
Great crowds of people attended, and it seemed everyone
was interested in their soul. I remember one Sunday afternoon when Brother Marshall Woolard preached until sundown on water baptism. The sermon is still living in my mind
Irvin and Jessie Goodwin Jernigan

No. 164 I’LL GO EVERY STEP OF THE WAY, LORD
By Sis. Jessie Jernigan
1 I’ll go every step of the way, Lord
Thru storms or thru sunshine or
rain,
For my Savior has promised to
lead me
Thru this life on the straight, narrow way.
Cho. – I’ll go every step of the way,
Lord
I’ll never, no never retreat,
For I’ve found a safe anchor in
Jesus
By sitting right low at his feet.
2 I’ll go every step of the way, Lord,
For Canaan is full in my view,
I’ve entered the sweet land of
promise
The City where all things are new.

3 Oh, how grandly the scene lies
before me,
The fields for the harvest are
white,
And the Master is calling for workers
Who will go and take part in the
fight.
4 I’ve a witness as clear as the
noonday
That my Savior is dwelling with
me;
I have heard the everlasting
Gospel,
And my soul evermore is free.
5 I’ve enlisted to fight in this army,
Till the warfare is ended below,
And the Master shall say, come up
higher,
Where the joys up in heaven ever
flow.

though I was only 11 years old at the time.”
In each town they visited, the Sanctified People were routinely joined by new converts. Many people from that period
remained with the church, and their descendants are still a
part of the Sanctified family. Others, however, chose a different path.
Jessie Goodwin Jernigan, who lived in Fort Smith, Ark.,
was Sanctified in May of 1906. The following description was
written in her bibliography, “A little later, she noticed that
some of the young folks who had started with her were turning back discouraged, giving up and returning home to Fort
Smith, Ark. Pondering this sad state of affairs, the words and
music for ‘I’ll Go Every Step of the Way, Lord’ came to her and
she wrote them down. She didn’t want to turn back, and she
never did.”
The Sanctified movement was also growing in Louisiana,
where Sarah Collins’ group had found a home in Morgan
City. A tabernacle was built, and they were soon drawing
large crowds to their meetings. The group later moved to
New Iberia, La., where Robert Prince, Cora Carpenter and
E.E. Duplantis were all ordained to be ministers. In addition,
Jim and Cell Jones were Sanctified in New Iberia.

three rooms, and some of them had cracks in them so that

The traveling continued in 1906, when Charlotte Gray’s

you could see through. We carried water about a block and

group went up into Colorado. Billy Chandler and George
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Two of the
people who
were
Sanctified in
Arkansas
were Sarah
Elizabeth
Alice
Clelland
(inset) and
Robert
Hartsfield
(preaching).
Hartsfield
later became
a strong
preacher who
often quoted
the poem, The
Bridge
Builder.

Bishop went to Fort Smith, Ark., where Gussy Christy, Lizzy

became a part of Oklahoma when the Sooner state was

Bonner, Jesse Jernigan and Ed Vest were among those that

inducted into the union late in 1907) by chartered train. At the

were Sanctified. Another Sanctified group, which included

same time, Charlotte Gray’s group was in Arkansas, where her

members from Victoria, Tex., and Lake Charles, La., went to

son (George E. Gray) was Sanctified along with Elijah Blaylock.

Memphis, Tenn. The Millers were then gathering converts in

When Sanctified People were on the road, it wasn’t always

Alabama. Pearl Dillard was ordained by Brother John in Birm-

easy to find a place for their meetings, but they generally

ingham, Ala., on March 6, 1906. That same year, a group of

managed to find a helping hand in the community. Once near

younger Sanctified People moved to Colorado to spread the

Rockport, Tex., some people hung lanterns in their yard so

word in a town called La Junta.

that a Sanctified crowd could hold a night meeting. Will and

In 1907, some of the Sanctified People from Texas and
Louisiana traveled into the Ardmore Indian Territory (which

Melanee Hardy hosted the Sanctified folks in Fulton, Tex.,
and they both got Sanctified.
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In 1915, the group led by Brother Joe O’Hare posed for a photo
in Oxford, Miss. Seated, from left to right, are Mr. Blaker, Lillie
Owens, Jeff Barren, Vickie Barron, Sister Pierce, Joe O’Hare, Lillie
O’Hare, Walter Kent, Martha Kent, Robert Hanna, Nettie Hanna,
Anna Owens, Sister Blaker and Sister Huggins.
The second row, from left to right, includes Angie Avery, Rufus
Cook, Ina Blaker, Tom Leggett, Clydie Avery, Mollie Moses, Sam
Langston, Sister Talent, Mollie Brewer, Florence Cook, Jossie
Gatlin and Ora Vandiver.
Standing in the third row, from left to right, are Walter Gatlin,
Johnie Wright, Jim Owens, Dave Blaker, Henry Scipper, Brother
Huggins, Hershell Vandiver, Elmer Miles, Frank Avery, Tom Jolley,
Burwood Avery, Lee Owens, Retta Wright, Sister Hatcher and Jane
Wright.
The Comforter
ran this
remembrance
from Brother
W.D. Hobbs
Sr., who was
in Moss Point,
Miss., in 1919.
The Comforter
also printed
the names
that go along
with the
group photo
(bottom) from
Moss Point.

By the end of 1907, Sanctified People were influencing

Junta, Colo. The travels continued in 1908, with Sarah Collins’

communities across the nation. The Millers and Dock Smith

crowd moving to Alexandria, La., and then to Mobile, Ala. The

had moved into Missouri, while another group was in La

Millers journeyed to Coffeyville, Kan., and then went west for
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a return trip to California. Meanwhile, Marshall Woolard, the
Riggs and the Chandlers had all convened in Oklahoma City.
Woolard moved over to Topeka, Kan., the following year,
while John Miller’s group was in Fresno, Calif.
During that time, there was a group that lived in Connell’s
Point, Ark., and traveled throughout the area. They preached
to Robert and Ella Hartsfield, who got Sanctified, and Sarah
Elizabeth Alice Clelland also joined the church.
Clelland, who lived in Clarendon, Ark., had a unique story.
Two men had previously held a revival in the area, and the
men were preaching Sanctification. Sister Alice got Sanctified
under these two ministers along with Maude Maupin and a
lady named Mrs. Brown. However, the two preachers only
stayed two weeks before they moved on.
The three women then spent time reading and praying

In addition to the main traveling groups, there were also

together, asking God to send them help in their pursuit. Before

numerous instances where a few members of the church

long, Charlotte Gray and John Miller arrived with a crowd of

would branch out and make an effort to spread the Word in

Sanctified People. Those folks quickly won the hearts of Clel-

small communities. One such excursion in 1910 brought

land and Maupin, who joined the Sanctified People.

Alonza Clark in to the church.

Another interesting event occurred on Feb. 10, 1908. Noah

“Alonza Clark was born and raised in Arkansas County,

Kight and Delia Birch were married that day in Helena, Ark.

Ark. Charlie Dillon, Charlie Cease, Albert McPherson and O.G.

Following the ceremony, Noah gave everyone in attendance

Bates were the first ones he heard preach the gospel. He lis-

an orange to show his appreciation for their appearance.

tened to their preaching for about a week before he began to

That show of kindness could be considered the church’s first

take notice of their lives,” it states in Clark’s bibliography.

wedding reception.

“He had bought a farm and had driven one nail in his new

When the calendar turned to 1910, Sanctified People had

home when he saw our folks coming. He stopped to listen to

moved into a pair of Mississippi towns. George Bishop’s

them and never hit another lick on the house. He sold his

crowd was in Gulfport, Miss., and Sarah Collins was leading

land, farm and lumber and bought a floathouse with a four-

a group 30 miles away in Scranton. Later in the year, Collins

horse motor. He lived on the river for two years.”

and her people returned to New Orleans, where they enjoyed

In numerous instances, there was a small group of Sancti-

success and built a tabernacle. Collins wrote to George

fied people who didn’t even view themselves as a crowd or a

Bishop in March of 1911, inviting Bishop to join in their meet-

church who preached and evangelized. Without a leader or a

ings in Cajun communities such as Westwego, Des Allamones

preacher, they worked and witnessed to those around them

and Bayou Blue.

and led sinners to salvation through Sanctification. One such
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While the
Sanctified
People were
in Louisiana,
they brought
in a number
of “French
Sanctified
People,”
including the
Marthern
family and
others in this
photo.

Hearing The Word In Arkansas
The following text was written by Florence Foust in 1961.
In the year of 1916, Sanctified People were led by the Spirit of God to come to Newport, Ark. I was a very young girl at that time. I first saw them one night when we
were having a little gathering at the school house to raise the money to pay our (Baptist) preacher. Old Brother Page was the leader of the gathering.
After the service was over, Brother Page asked all of us to stay for a few minutes, saying there was some Sanctified People who had recently moved into town, and wanted
to sing for us along with giving their testimonies. Everyone began asking the other what kind of people these were. We were all wondering what they would look like and
what they had to tell.
In a few minutes they came walking in the door. They each went and knelt down to say their prayer and then got up. Brother Robert Hartsfield then stepped out to tell
what their mission was. They wanted to preach the Gospel, without money and without price, to all people. They wanted to explain that there was a better way to live than
to live in sin. He then told us that the Bible said, “He that sinneth is of the devil.” (John 3:8). He also quoted Romans 6:23, which says, “For the wages of sin is death, but
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
After this, Brother Robert, Sister Ella (Hartsfield), and Brother and Sister Hill started visiting in the homes of the people, holding meetings as they were invited. This old
Brother Page, who was a leader in the Baptist Church, began to seek the Lord and was gloriously Sanctified. I was beginning to fall in love with them too. I went home and
told my folk of the Sanctified People singing for us. They had never heard of such people. I had never heard such singing, and had never seen anyone shouting.
They looked like angles to me. They sang, “Don’t you know you have been wrong about the Bible, I believe.” Sister Ella Hartsfield bore down on the verse, “You heard
that preacher when he said no man could live without sin.” The power of God was all over them.
How I thank the Lord for ever sending them my way. They did not get discouraged because they did not have lots of work, or make lots of money. It was a small town,
there was not many jobs, they only could get farming to do. They worked in the field, but kept holding meetings. Preaching, singing and praying. God honored their labor.

case occurred in mid-Mississippi when Hallie Jefferies and

tified in Rockport, Tex., is a perfect example of how these peo-

friends from Arkansas were itinerant farm laborers helping

ple survived. Curry traveled through Louisiana, Mississippi

pick cotton in some of the farms in Sunflower County. They

and Indiana. According to his bibliography: “He always knew

picked cotton all day and held a meeting after dinner on the

how to make a living although he was a carpenter by trade.

front porch of the peoples’ house who had hired them. In

He did most any kind of work – plastering, laying brick, sell-

this community, they reached Ed and Lee Hagan, Henry

ing watermelons, churning milk to make buttermilk and but-

Sicciper, Dela Bradley and others with the Gospel. With the

ter, or working as a trapper. He always provided for his family

burden of sin lifted they sang and shouted on the porch and

and helped those in need.”

in the yard.

Often times, employment depended on the area – in Rocky

In 1911 in Sedalia, Missouri, the church took a step forward

Ford, Colo., they found marvelous farm land and they grew

when the first regular Sunday school classes were started.

wonderful watermelons and honeydew melons. In Colorado

Brother Watt Handley was teaching one class, and Sister Eva

Springs, Colo., James Foust and Thomas Gray had a job heat-

Riggs led a second class. While at Sedalia, four young ladies

ing frozen oil so they could oil train wheels. In Kansas City, it

– May Alsup, Hazel Hardy, May Owens and Priscilla Jones – all

was construction and work in meat processing factories. For

got Sanctified on one night.

the most part, however, Sanctified People found work in the

During this period of constant travel, the Sanctified People

building industry. The church was filled with talented car-

filled a series of different jobs. Warren Curry, who was Sanc-

penters, painters and plasterers. One person would learn a
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Louisville Meeting Unites Sanctified People
In many ways, Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church took flight during the first 15 years
of the 20th century. Sanctified People were traveling across the country, spreading
the word and drawing converts to the church.
However, as the church was spreading its wings, some members were concerned that the roots from Chincoteague were being left behind. Communication
between the traveling groups was by mail, and it was very difficult to pass timely
information during this period.
No one was more concerned than Charlotte Gray. One of the church’s founders,
Gray had become uneasy about the direction of the Sanctified People. As one
observer wrote, “She believed all the forces should be united and strengthened.”
That, however, proved to be a difficult challenge. Gray attempted to hold a union
meeting in Kansas City in 1915, but that effort did not meet her expectations.
Fortunately, Gray remained focus on bringing the Sanctified People together. In
1917, Gray achieved her goal in magnificent fashion. She decided to invite everyone to a union meeting in Louisville, where the growing economy (thanks to the
developing steel industry) would provide plenty of jobs for the Sanctified People.
Gray worked tirelessly to bring as many people as possible to Louisville. In an
effort to spark more interest in the event, she even wrote the song, “On the Union
Meeting Ground.” The work paid off, and a large group of Sanctified People eventually made the journey to Louisville. And they came from everywhere, including California, Colorado, Louisiana, Kansas City, Arkansas, Texas and Missouri.
At that time, long distance travel was still a difficult proposition. Trains were the

main form of transportation, and Brother Elliott Sullivan was the travel agent for the
Sanctified People. Sullivan was working for a railroad company when he was Sanctified in Palm Beach, Fla. He was put in charge of chartering railroad cars for the
Sanctified People when they moved because he received reduced rates as a former
employee. He chartered and scheduled all of the rail transportation for the Louisville
union meeting.
Even with Sullivan’s assistance, the trip to Louisville wasn’t easy. Still, the Sanctified People managed to make the journey enjoyable. Dan Bonner’s group was living in Bloomington, Tex., when they were called to Louisville. They happily boarded
their train, eager to see friends and family they had not seen in years. That joy frequently erupted into song during the trip.
Bonner’s bibliography includes the following description of that time: “Dan had
to make arrangements to get his family, which consisted of wife (Laura) and six children by this time, to Louisville. He was filled with enthusiasm to make the move and
be in the meetings. His brother, Otho and his wife, would be there, and his brother,
Oscar and his wife, Jessie (Laura’s sister). Also, Dan’s two sisters – Lavolia and Mattie – would be in Louisville. It would be a family reunion as well as a time to get
acquainted with all the other members of the church.
“A train was chartered by Elliott Sullivan in Joplin, Mo., to make the trip to
Louisville, where there was a strong group of black Sanctified members. All of those
who had the privilege of meeting those blacks came away feeling enriched for having met and known them.”
Continued on page 36
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Nettie Hagan had similar memories of her journey to Louisville.
“In August, 1916, some of us in Kansas City moved to Louisville, Ky.,” she
wrote. “The big crowd chartered a train coach and came on later. Soon, the
folks from California came, and all the other crowds came one by one. The
biggest crowd came from Louisiana.
“The railroad was near the tabernacle in Louisville, but the train depot was
a ways up town. Fortunately, our men got the L & N Railroad Company to
switch the coach from Louisiana on a sidetrack near our tabernacle. I shall never
forget that day. Excitement ran high as the train began to slow down. I expect
there were 50 people at the train to greet our folks. It was a great day for us all.
“… It was a wonderful time with the Saints of God, but in those days the
greatest concern was to go on to another field. The church business got
attended to, and then the crowds went on to new fields of labor.”
The union call wasn’t initially heeded by everyone. Times were tough in
1917, with jobs and money at a premium. Still, the powerful spirit of the union
meeting eventually reached well beyond the city of Louisville.
In Louisiana – Madisonville and Ponchatoula – a group of men had
remained behind. Rufus Curry later explained: “As the Saints began to gather
at the union meeting the Lord poured his blessings on them; they began to
write us in the south and tell us how the Lord was blessing them and the unity
that existed. It made us want to go.
“When one would get a letter we would all assemble to hear it read. It
seemed to make our hearts enlarge and love increase. So, about eight or nine
families decided to move to New Orleans to work and save enough money to
go to the union meeting.
“We set a date to leave New Orleans. Part of our crowd were not ready and
wrote us, in our house, a pitiful letter not to leave them and signed the letter
‘The Poor Brethren.’ We set another date to leave New Orleans on April 6, 1917,
and chartered a car on the Illinois Central Railroad. I believe 32 persons were
on the train, including the children. Brother W.D. Hobbs Sr., was our business
manager. He arranged with the railroad for a special car.

“April sixth finally came. We left New Orleans at 7:30 p.m. on April 6,
1917 and traveled all night; passed through Memphis, Tenn., where we
bought a newspaper with the bad news in a big headline: U.S. Declares War
On Germany. We traveled most of the next day before reaching Louisville, Ky.
The conductor told us he had a telegram telling us not to get off the train at
the depot. The brethren at Louisville had arranged to have our car switched
to Parkland where the tabernacle was and where most of our folks lived. It
was parked at a crossing. Faith Lost In Sight! When my eyes beheld the
street full of the Saints, let me tell you it was one of the prettiest sights my
eyes ever saw.
“This picture is still in my mind. It seems all the folk that were at the union
meeting stood with open arms to welcome us; some laughing, some crying,
others hugging and kissing.”
Among those on that special car from Louisiana were W.D. Hobbs Sr., W.D.
Hobbs Jr., Ara Hobbs, B.C. Hamilton, Annie Bell Hamilton, R.H. Curry, Jennie
Curry, Horace Curry, Willie Helberg, Regina Helberg, Brother Thompson, Louise
Gray, Jimmie Gray, Susie Gray, J.R. Lynch, Angie Lynch, Bessie Lynch Bonner,
Elige Rainey, Alice Rainey Parker, Mildred Rainey Vaughn, Inez Rainey Hagan,
Lee Curry, Julia Curry, Robert Lee Curry, Lee Curry, Nicholas Prince, Hilda
Prince Green, Park Bowden, Sarah Bell Bowden, Brittan Parker, Mary Liz
Beauchamp and Sarah Collins.
The union meeting was extremely successful, with many people getting
Sanctified during the meetings. In addition, it was a tremendous time of bonding for the entire Sanctified family.
Finally, the members began to leave Louisville. In Dan Bonner’s bibliography, it says, “It became evident after a few months in Louisville that the United
States would enter World War I. The leaders advised all young men to take their
families to the seaport towns and enter the shipyards to work, whereby they
could be exempt from bearing arms in time of war. Dan moved with his family to Mobile, Ala., to work in the shipyard. The family was still in Mobile at the
end of the war when the armistice was signed on November 11, 1918.”

craft, and then they would teach that profession to other

In 1912, the Collins group migrated across Lake

church members. Even with a skill, it was often difficult to find

Pontchartrain to Covington, La. The meetings in Covington

work without local contacts. Around 1910, Jonas Raney and

were tremendously successful, and Collins eventually

Johnny Green were working as painters in Colorado. When

ordained three ministers – Frank Fitzgerald, Bennie Ervin

work became scarce, the two brothers would go door-to-

and Isabell Galloway – to lead groups at the three taberna-

door seeking work.

cles they built in the Covington area. While the meetings in

The women frequently worked, often times starting laundry services or working as nurses or housekeepers.
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Covington were successful, the economic situation there
was not always a positive. At times, the men would cross

the lake and return to New Orleans to get work while the
women continued the meetings in Covington.
While Gray’s group was preaching in Covington, the
French Sanctified People were still holding their meetings
near New Orleans. In 1913, Brother Theles Marthern went to
Beau Shocta, an island in Lake Salvador. On the island,
Marthern found Mary and John Dufrene and their 12 children. Mary, John and 10 of their children eventually got Sanctified.
Of course, other Sanctified groups were still traveling
across the nation during this period. John and Ed Miller were
enjoying tremendous success in Montgomery, Ala.; Ed Vest
and Elliott Sullivan were preaching in Jefferson City, Mo.; and
the Riggs were in Sedalia, Mo. Johnny Green and Lillie Haggard were holding meetings in Kansas City, Kan., and then
they moved out to Alhambra, Calif.
In 1915, the industrialization of America was moving forward at a rapid rate. The Ford Motor Company introduced the
first moving assembly line the previous year, allowing the
company to produce 1,000 Model T automobiles per day. In
New York City, 150,000 garment workers went on a threemonth strike in an effort to win concessions that included
recognition of their union.
At the same time, Charlotte Gray moved to Kansas City. The
Sanctified People had exciting meetings in the city, drawing in
new members such as Bert and Mary Porter. Years later, Mary
remembered how she and her husband were introduced to
the Sanctified People.
“They were holding a meeting. The building was not at all

Collins Was The Anchor Early On
While Joseph Lynch is recognized as the founder of Christ’s Sanctified
Holy Church, Lynch received tremendous support in the early years from
Sarah “Sade” Collins. She was one of the first people Sanctified on Chincoteague Island, and she was a church leader although she was only 22
years old. In the following decades, Collins continued to serve as an influential force.
Sarah E. Tarr was born on September 5, 1870 in Chincoteague, Va. She
was married to John E. Collins, and their daughter was born on August 28,
1892. Jenny E. Collins would later marry Rufus Horace Curry, who served
as a deacon in Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church.
Sarah Collins was an original member of the governing board, which was
organized on February 14, 1892. She was unanimously elected to the office
of Deaconess on July 14, 1892.
Shortly after she was ordained, Collins and her husband, Johnny, began
traveling with the Sanctified People. They left behind a prosperous life on
Chincoteague, where their home had hand-made, wall-to-wall carpeting
(quite a luxury prior to 1900).
Collins further built her reputation in 1897 when she met a minister from
the Disciple Church in a debate in Oregon, N.C. A local newspaper reporter
covered the debate, and later wrote, “Mrs. Collins is about 30 years of age,
of fine personal appearance and one of the ablest women speakers we have
ever heard … She is thoroughly posted as to the doctrines she advocates,
and seems to know the entire Bible by heart … Space will not allow us to
give a report of the discussion, but we feel warranted in saying that Mr. Davenport will not want to renew the discussion and that at least nine out of 10
who heard the debate would give the victory to the woman.”
In 1917, Collins and Charlotte Gray called all of the Sanctified People to
Louisville, Ky., for a great union meeting.
Collins served the church until her death in 1943. She helped start
churches in numerous communities across the southeastern United States.
When she passed away, Collins was the leader of a large church in Wilmington, N.C., in addition to being a minister and Deaconess for the entire
church.

fine,” she wrote. “From inside, we heard beautiful singing. So,
we stopped to look in a while. There were no instruments of

“Many times we passed by and listened as they sang

music that caused us to stop and look in. They were singing

and shouted and prayed. We always stood outside the

‘The Old Ship of Zion,’ and about the lifeboat in which they

window, but one night we went inside the door. They gave

were in.

us such a warm welcome! ‘We’re so glad you came in!’

Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church • 37

No. 283 ON THE UNION MEETING GROUND
Sis. Charlotte Gray
1 Now, brother, come and help me, for something is
expected
It’s a time of special Union, and no one is rejected
Oh, let us win the battle, and rescue those that are lost
It’s done by holy living, regardless of the cost.
Cho. – On the Union meeting ground, praise God
There you will hear a joyful sound from the Lord
There’ll be music all around
Where the grace of God is found,
On the Union meeting ground, praise the Lord.
2 We need some nursing fathers, and nursing mothers too,
Such as will break the bread of life, to the many or the
few
Come along, ye valiant soldier, and help us bear the
cross
Oh, if we furl the banner, there is someone will be lost.
3 Oh, come to the Union meeting, as our days on earth
are few,
There might be something left undone, God has revealed
to you
Then have your hearts uplifted, to God that lives above
And the Holy Ghost will be sent down, and we’ll have
perfect love.
4 The purpose of this meeting, is to settle on the rock
For grievous wolves will enter in, who will not spare
the flock;
Then feed my lambs, said Jesus, and do not hide away
What God has committed to your care, you’ll give an

account some day.
5 Come along, California, and Louisiana, too, come join
your hearts together
And know what you can do, for thousands now are
starving
And laborers are but few, don’t say to self
Some other day, when God has called for you.
6 The Union meeting is started, and the Saints are gathering there
We need your prayers and presence, Oh, will you meet
me there?
The summer will soon be ended, and the harvest days
be o’er
We are going to a Union meeting, over on the other
shore.
7 What a glorious Union meeting, up in Heaven by and by
Where we will meet together, if we are faithful till we
die
There will be no opposition, and nothing there to blight
Oh, let us then be faithful, and settle on the right.
8 When the Union meeting is over, we all in one accord
Will go out into some other place, as servants in the
Lord
No returning to farms or vineyards nor countries for
our health
But wholly follow Jesus, and trust him for our wealth.

many said. They showed such love and a sweet spirit. We

and its pleasures, and they don’t attract me anymore. I never

wanted to go back again.

have regretted when I heard the gospel trumpet sound.”

“I didn’t make a quick decision. I thought and prayed for

After settling in at Kansas City, Gray invited all the Sancti-

many hours. I wanted to know if this would keep me even in

fied People to meet in that city. This third union meeting

the dying hour. But, when convinced, I got converted. I

would draw church members from all regions of the country.

sought earnestly and got Sanctified. I renounced the world

Nettie Hagan later wrote, “Amos and I sold all our house-
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hold things and went to New
Orleans from Covington, so

The Sanctified Warrior

Amos could make enough
money to move us to Kansas
City. Warren Curry and Eba
Merritt came to New Orleans
also. Uncle Eba had a gas boat
named the Jack Rabbit and a
house trailer. They camped on
the canal at New Orleans
while trapping there to get
ready to go to Kansas City.”
While certain individuals
made tremendous efforts to
reach Kansas City, that union

A Pledge To Mother
Our dear Mother has left us, gone away;
Forever gone from this old world to stay.
In Heaven today she’s a welcome guest,
Because she loved her Lord the best.
Gone to join the bright angel band
Around the great white throne of God to stand
While that sweet face no more we behold,
There’s something left, that’s more than gold.
A path in life she’s made so straight,
It can only be followed by the step of a saint.
The lessons you taught me I can only repay,
With this pledge: I’m going to meet you someday.

meeting was relatively unsuccessful. The poor turnout in
Kansas

City

caused

Aunt

Charlotte to be concerned
about the church. Gray firmly
believed that the Sanctified
People should remain on the
move, and she was apprehensive that some groups had
spent

so

much

time

in

Louisiana. It had even been
rumored that the Sanctified
People had purchased land
and planted crops – a sure
sign that they were starting to
settle down. Gray was also
unhappy that some of her
folks were way out in California, where distance made

So here’s my heart, and here’s my hand,
To God I’ll be true and make a firm stand.
From the Gospel you taught me I’ll never retreat,
With the same I’ll meet you on the Golden Street.
And the time will be short, it won’t be long;
So, Comrade, stand firm, let’s all be strong.
Denial and sacrifice you went thru to reach me,
That I the Light of the Gospel might see.
The debt is so large – how can I repay?
But, this is my pledge, this I will say:
The Gospel you taught me I’ll carry around,
Sowing the seed in some good ground.
I pledge you that never will I settle down,
Inviting upon me God’s righteous frown.
But always remember the life that you spent,
The Gospel you preached thru that land as you
went.
Little stone from the mountain cut without hands,
God’s Kingdom, roll on and cover all lands.
– John Miler

Charlotte Hester Bishop Gray
“Aunt Charlotte”
February 11, 1858 – November 2, 1919
Charlotte Gray was one of the founders of Christ’s
Sanctified Holy Church, and she left an indelible mark on
the church before she passed away on November 1,
1919 in Pascagola, Miss.
“That was the passing of a mighty warrior, for none
has ever taken her place in this church,” Eva Riggs wrote
30 years later.
Grey was living on a farm near Williamsville, Del., on
Grey’s Creek when she first heard the Sanctified People.
After helping to start a church in Delaware, Gray eventually decided to spread the Gospel, and she started traveling with her husband, Tom. They sold their farm, settled
their debts and sailed away with the Sanctified People.
Gray first went down the Atlantic Coast, and in the following years she preached in places like Memphis,
Tenn.; Clarendon, Ark.; Pueblo, Colo.; and Hutchinson,
Kan.
Wherever she went, Gray was a powerful influence.

communication a challenge.
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With those thoughts in mind, Gray made a strong effort to

There was also sad news in 1919, when a flu epidemic

bring the Sanctified People together in Louisville, Ky., in 1917.

swept across the nation. Three members of the Sanctified

Gray even wrote a song, “On the Union Meeting Ground,” in

family – Anna Bishop, Lige Raney and Harry Lewis – passed

the hopes of raising interest in the church’s fourth union meet-

away after battling the illness. In that same year, the church

ing. In the end, all of Gray’s efforts paid off handsomely.
Shortly after the United States entered World War
Sarah Collins
became a
church leader
when she
was only 22
years old.

I in 1918, the Sanctified People made the decision
to leave the Louisville Union Meeting. Ed Miller
took a group to Alabama, where they were
preaching in many towns. John Miller’s crowd
moved northward to Evansville, Ind., and
New Albany, Ind. Sarah Collins journeyed to

lost one of its strongest leaders when Charlotte Gray
passed away in Pasagoula at the age of 61. In October of 1919, Charlotte Collins Lynch died at the
age of 74.
The years following World War I were filled
with travel, which was still crude by modern
standards.
The Sanctified People divided into a num-

Madisonville, La., and Charlotte Gray’s folks

ber of different groups, and they traversed

went to Moss Point, Miss.

the southern United States preaching the

In an effort to serve their country during

Gospel. For many, it was a return to a famil-

the war, the Sanctified People branched

iar way of life. One bibliography stated,

out to various cities to work in the war

“The Kight family moved from Louisville to

industry. While the war was the big news,

New Albany, Ind. There the tradition was

changes were happening everywhere.

the same – find a place to live, build a

About this time, Lee and Rufus Curry

church or rent a place to hold meetings,

bought a Model T automobile in Madis-

find jobs to earn money and support fami-

onville, La., possibly making them the first

lies, and enroll children in schools.”

Sanctified People to own a car. That Model

One of the most successful stops during

T helped the Curry family attend numerous

this period came in Birmingham, Ala., where

country meetings in Louisiana.

there was a great revival that began in 1920.

According to Noah Kight’s bibliography,

Sarah Collins and her large crowd moved into

there was little movement during World War I

the city, where they had a number of inspira-

because “the adults were all much concerned

tional meetings in the tabernacle that was

about the chaos throughout the country due to
the war.”
While in Evansville, the Sanctified People found
82-year old Brother Arnold, who got converted and

shipped by train from Mississippi and then
erected on 39th Street. Those events helped several
second generation church members take the step to
Sanctification. One of the first people to make that deci-

Sanctified along with his wife and two daughters (one of

sion was Mary Chandler Beech (Billy Chandler’s daughter).

whom was Katie Copeland).

She was followed by Eva Prince, Dora Owen. Josh Merritt,

40 • Traveling Into The 20th Century

Nick Prince, Cecilia Slappey, Susie Gray, Lydia Slayton and

Oh What A Day

Samuel Jernigan Sr.
While the Sanctified People enjoyed wonderful meetings in
Birmingham, work was hard to find in the city. Four men –
Rufus Curry, Ebe Merritt, James Lynch and John Collins –

One of the remarkable days in the history of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church was
November 19, 1922. During that one day in Birmingham, Ala., Sarah Collins read 45
people into church membership.
The list of new members included:

returned to Louisiana in 1921 to go trapping in the marshes.
The men were isolated for some time in Louisiana, and when
they finally made it to the post office there was a large stack
of mail waiting for them. At first, the men were afraid to
open the letters because they were certain that something terrible must have happened for them to have so much mail.
Finally, Merritt began to read his mail, and tears filled his
eyes. Fortunately, they were tears of joy. The women back in
Birmingham had written every day to inform the men about
their marvelous meetings and the people who had chosen
Sanctification. When they heard about the revival, they gave
away all of their boats and traps and caught the next train
back to Birmingham.

Sister Beiri
Amy Biddick
Matthew Brown
Sylvia Brown
Daniel Chandler
Clara Collins
Lottie Collins
Anapolis Dillard
Sylvester Dutch
Leon Gray
Edwin Green
Hilda Green
Josh Green
Sister Greer
Brother Haggard

Annabelle Hamilton
Sister Hatfield
William Hobbs
J.W. Hosh
David Jones
Eula Jones
Edwin Kennedy
Mike Kennedy
Hazel Leary
Marshall Leary
Ralph Leary
Ruth Leary
Edward Phillips
Eva Prince
Nick Prince

Norene Mays
Josh Merritt
Paul Merritt
Timothy Merritt
Sister Moppin
Dora Owen
Blanche Riggs
Willie Riggs
Anna Tubbs
May Vaughn
Lilly Waters
Dave Wilkerson
Knoble Wilkerson
Christina Woolard
Joe Vaughn

That success in Birmingham continued for some time. On
October 16, 1921, 30 people were read into the church at a
meeting led by Sarah Collins in Pleasant Hill, Ala. Most of the
converts were from nearby Jemison, including Benny Martin
and A.L. Blow. Just eight days later in Birmingham, Collins’
listed 30 more people joining the church. Those remarkable
harvests were later eclipsed by the 45 members who were
brought into the Sanctified family on November 19, 1922 in
Birmingham.
The crowd in Atlanta was also moving forward. In a 1964

While the success of that one day may never be matched, Collins’ group came
close a little later when 27 more people were read into the church. That list included:
Beatrice Beech
Vernon Beech
Nola Blaylock
Bessie Bonner
Otto Bonner
Maidie Lee Brush
Bearnice Burns
Pete Davis
Leara Davis

Belle Dial
Molly May Felter
Clyde Frippe
Lancie Frippe
Ed Addison Jones
Emma Lou Jones
Lola May Jones
Bertie Leary
Emma Lockhart

Mary Lockhart Jr.
Inez Parker
Velma Poynter
Bessie Sullivan
Wallace Sullivan
Arthur Woolard
Elsie Woolard

edition of The Comforter, Thomas Slappey remembered how
momentum built among the young people in the area: “Prior
to 1921, I do not believe the Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church

“In Atlanta one Sunday, it seems that Clarence Chauvin

had ever experienced such a revival concerning their sons

went out to the tabernacle, and stood looking in the window

and daughters as the revivals of Atlanta and Birmingham

for a while. Then he came in the front door, went straight to

during that year.

the altar, and started praying.
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“When a group of young men including Uncle Ray Smith

stands out in my mind, as he got off the bus and was met by

heard about it, and saw the joy shining on the faces of our

the boys and came straight in to the altar and prayed his way

folks, they were touched.

through along with all the other boys and girls. It was in

“That night, we were all out at the tabernacle, and we

one of those wonderful meetings that Brother Luther Gray

were all very much interested and concerned. Our folks were

climbed a post in order to dismiss the meeting, it was so late

truly filled with the Spirit, and as they began to sing,

and all were so happy.”

pray and preach, deep conviction fell on every

At another memorable meeting just outside of

one of us. Some could hardly wait for the altar

Birmingham, Marshall Woolard preached to an

call, and when it was given, the altar filled

overflow crowd for over two hours on the

with young people calling upon God.
May
Exclavon,
co-leader of
Charleston,
South
Carolina
Church.

subject of water baptism.

Words can never describe the feeling that

While a large Sanctified community

came over us as our friends began get-

was enjoying wonderful times in Birm-

ting converted and Sanctified. I believe

ingham, other groups were flourishing

most of that group was Sanctified

in other areas. There were small

before the year’s end. It was wonder-

crowds traveling across the country,

ful what the Lord had done.”

with the large groups being led by
Collins,

Those days in Birmingham were

Ed

Miller

(in

southern

marvelous. In the early 1920s,

Alabama) and Warren Curry (in

future church leaders such as Ray

Florida).
The environments were shifting,

Smith and Joseph Clelland were
and

but the Sanctified People continued

Atlanta, and they were only a small

their way of life. They were content,

Sanctified

in

Birmingham

but they were far from affluent.

part of an amazing flood. Word of

Around the same time, Ed Miller’s

the excitement in Birmingham quickly

group journeyed to Talladega, Ala.,

spread throughout the Sanctified fam-

where they rented an old college dormi-

ily, drawing more and more members to

tory with three floors. There were plenty of

the city.

rooms, and everyone was able to pick an

It proved to be a very wise decision.
“The spirit and the power fell there as on the
day of Pentecost, a time and date that should go

apartment to live in. The main floor had two
large rooms that were used for Sunday school and

down in the history of the church,” remembered May

meetings.

Esclavon. “The power struck every corner of the church –

In 1927, the large crowd in Birmingham began to plan

men and women that had not been known to show any

another move. Sarah Collins felt it was time to find new

emotion before rose from their seats shouting and praising

ground, so she took a group eastward to Charleston, S.C.

God. Many of our children were Sanctified. Charlie Riggs

Another group, led by E.K. Leary, Fred Woolard and Johnnie
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Green, left Birmingham and moved to Columbus, Ga. Alice
Clelland and Charlie Riggs led a third crowd, eventually find-

Nettie Hagan in 1967

ing a home in Meridian, Miss. In 1929, Clelland and Riggs

“An end comes to everything, except eternity, so I suppose an end has
come to our traveling. But, I still have a desire to see others keep traveling and preaching the ever lasting gospel to a lost world.

moved on to Jackson, Miss., with a good crowd, and they held
meetings in Terry and Joy Valley.
Even with all the departures, a strong contingent remained
in Birmingham. They were holding frequent meetings at
smaller communities around the city, including Trussville,
where Herston Ware was Sanctified.
At the beginning of the 1930s, Collins and her folks were
still in Charleston with a growing congregation.
The church took a legal step when Christ’s Sanctified Holy
Church was officially incorporated following a board meeting
in Charleston, on March 11, 1932. The corporate charter was
filed in Savannah, Ga.
While Collins was working in Charleston, George Bishop
and Warren Curry were leading a group in Augusta, Ga.; John
Boyce had a group in Columbia, S.C.; and John Miller’s folks
were at Savannah, Ga. Around this time, the various groups
began the tradition of feast meetings, with one group hosting
other church members over a weekend.

Spartanburg,
South
Carolina
Church
Meeting 1935
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One such gathering led to a tragedy on Oct. 9, 1932.
Brother Babe McPherson was carrying a carload of young
folks back to Augusta, Ga., after Melvin and Ina Collier’s wedding in Charleston, S.C. Their car was hit by a drunk driver,
and McPherson and Ruth Curry (age 22) were both killed.

who were Sanctified in Moultrie were Evelyn Libby Miller,

On a happier note, Watt Handley and Robert Hartsfield led

“Times have changed since our older people started with

a crowd to the Memphis area around 1933. While in Memphis,

the gospel 60 years ago. The automobiles, the radio, the the-

they held a number of country meetings at rural communities.

ater, television and out door movies have the mind of the

In a small community known as Hollywood, Tenn., Minnie

people occupied and their attention is attracted to the

Handley Cross elected to seek the Lord during a wonderful

numerous things the world offers in this day and time. The

meeting. Her example was followed by others in attendance,

floats on which our fathers traveled up and down the rivers,

such as Charlie Foster and Jessie Dameron, Harvey and Sal-

signing and attracting the attention of the people will not

ley Walker, and Laurence and Mabel Wilson.

answer in this day; neither will the street meetings we held

Later in 1933, George Bishop and Warren Curry ventured
with a group to Charlotte, N.C.; and Collins went from

Agnes Beasley Slappey, Daisy Manning Gray, Vonnie Manning
Welch, Sarah Manning Miller, Ruth Manning Hobby, Ernest
and Luna Graves, Clint and Nora Manning, plus Striplin and
Elsie Kelly.

so often on the street corners and the tabernacles are fast
going out of date.

Charleston to Greenville, S.C. By 1935, Bishop and Curry

“We seem to be bordering on the time for permanent

had gone to Daytona Beach, Fla., and Collins was in Wilm-

churches (five established churches at the time of Esclavon’s

ington, N.C.

writing) to be established and do some permanent holy liv-

A portion of the Collins group had previously moved to

ing among the neighbors and people and get our salvation

Spartanburg, and that crowd flourished in the mid ‘30s. Mem-

out to them over the air and into the homes. The times have

bers like Alice Clelland and Jonas Raney went to Spartanburg

changed and the Sanctified People have changed in many

from Mississippi, while Robert Hartsfield and Watt Handley

ways from the beginning. We used to walk, bicycle, or go on

brought a group from Memphis. At the end of the decade,

street cars, transferring many times. But, now we have the

some of the Sanctified People in Spartanburg moved north to

finest of motor cars, air conditioned in the summer and

do the Lord’s work in Norfolk, Va.

heated in the winter; step out of warm cars and into a heat-

After building a church in Macon, Ga., in 1938, John

ed home. Our homes are strictly modern with all conven-

Miller’s group made a move to High Point, N.C. One of the

iences, with one family to a house, when we used to have

young men reached by the preaching there was Raymond

several families in one house who cooked on one stove and

Samuel Sr. At the same time, John’s brother Ed was traveling

ate at one table. We would charter a passenger car and a

to Moultrie, Ga. In Moultrie, Miller’s crowd constructed a tab-

freight car to move our furniture and now a large moving

ernacle on the town’s main street, and they had a number of

van comes to the door, loads up and meets us at our desti-

rewarding meetings in that holy house. Some of the people

nation and we go on living at home.”
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Chapter

5

Go Forward

I

n the summer of 1938, Sister Dilla Miller felt led by the
Lord to write the following letter to each crowd of people belonging to Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church:
For many years, we have talked of a place where
we could meet once a year and spend two or three
weeks together; a country like where they took Joseph’s
bones with them and buried him in the promised land. The
bones of our loved ones could be placed together, and also
where our old soldiers who had spent all their lives in labor
for the Master could spend the last mile of the way surrounded with every care and comfort. A place where we
could keep our song books and these 500 pounds of song
book plates we’ve been lifting and moving around.
It seems it is still being voiced, and some of us feel the Lord
would be well pleased with it; feel it would be something to
bind the church together and also believe the Lord in whom
all things are possible is able to work this out.
Who would have believed a few short years ago our burial
fund would have nicely put away eight or 10 of God’s people,
with today a surplus of $475.00, and many were the voices
raised against it. Many said it would fail, it wouldn’t succeed.
I’m sending you my house plan and my name for it – “Pilgrim’s
Rest” (They don’t like “Old Folks Home”). Let each one send
a name and all the ideas they want to. Buy anywhere from
100 to 300 acres of land in a mild climate. Old folks can’t

John and Dee
Miller were
the driving
force behind
the creation
of the church
campground.
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This structure
served as the
“Old Folks
Home” in the
early years of
the campground.

stand cold weather; build a
nice church where those who
lived there could have meeting
all the time, yet large enough
when the big crowd comes in
August. A house for whoever
manages the place and at first
just enough houses to care for
those who would want to go
at that time. Add more later as
needed. Electricity is getting
cheaper all the time. If possible, heat the houses with electricity as well as for cooking and lights. It would be so much
safer for old people.
Have the houses built warm for winter and cool for summer
with all the comfort and conveniences these builders among
our people with all their ingenuity can think of; a herd of
good cattle; hundreds of good hens and all the fruit can be
raised in that section. In time it would support our old people
and have perhaps a surplus. Then, as our people moved over
the country they could tell their congregation. Spread it
abroad – we have a big camp meeting in August at “Pilgrim’s
Rest,” and give the state where it’s located, and perhaps people who wanted the Lord would hear of it and come there and
find Him. I believe if our folks want it, the Lord will help us
work it out.
With love and sincerity,
Dilla
In the following months, Miller kept a record of the progress
being made on the campground:
Having received a favorable report from Brother Robert
Hartsfield of Spartanburg, S.C., and also Brother Ed Miller
from Moultrie, Ga., we felt encouraged to proceed with it. On
Thursday night, June 16, 1938, Brother John Miller’s crowd of
people at High Point, N.C., held a special meeting for the pur46 • Go Forward

pose mentioned above concerning this home for Christ’s
Sanctified Holy Church. After
much discussion, they took a
standing vote and the crowd at
High Point, with the visitors
present, voted 100 percent for
a home for the church and for
each one to put forth every
effort to establish the same.
On July 4, 1938 in Wilmington, N.C., Brother John Miller
and his wife (Dilla), with some
of the leading people of High Point, N.C., and Brother Ed
Miller of Moultrie, Ga., met with Sister Sara E. Collins and her
people which assembled at the tabernacle at 10:00.
At the opening of the meeting, there seemed to be a division or quite a few unbelievers among the people. This probably was due on account of this subject not being
satisfactorily explained so that the people could really see
how valuable this home and camp meeting would be to the
church in later years.
After Brother John Miller began to discuss the home and
camp meeting, a great deal of interest was created, hearts
were touched, souls were enlightened, and there was so
much enthusiasm until lunch was overlooked. Sister
Esclavon made a good talk about the cemetery. Brother Ray
Smith came into the meeting late and had strong doubts
about the home, but was soon helping work out plans. When
the service was brought to a close at 4:00 p.m., everybody
seemed to be in unity.
On July 17, 1938, at Spartanburg, S.C., in a called meeting
at the home of Brother Ed Vest, there being present Brother
and Sister K.V. Copeland, Sister Dilla Miller and Sister Sally
Cease of High Point, N.C., besides the Spartanburg people.
After the prayer, the home for Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church
was discussed. Souls were made to see that instead of it
being a dumping ground for the aged and infirm, this home

was to be the center of attraction for the church. A profitable
meeting was held at the close of which a standing vote was
taken and all present unanimously agreed all were in favor of
going forward. Meeting dismissed by Brother Ervin Jernigan.
Saturday night, July 30, 1938, Norfolk, Va., Board No. 1
met at Sister Alice Clelland’s home. After prayer, as some of

the Board members did not understand how or why the
church could have a home, this was thoroughly discussed and
all agreed by a standing vote to proceed farther with it.
On July 31, 1938, the Board and members of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church met in Norfolk, Va., at one of their usual
feast meetings. The meeting was called to order by the dea-

These documents from
1938 include
a receipt for a
$50 donation,
as well as
checks written to cover
the first payment for the
campground
land. The
receipt is
from Aunt Dee
to Sister
Maude and
Brother Lewis
Mills. The
money for the
donation
came from the
profit from the
sale of a
house.
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con of the church, J.W. Miller. The subject was announced that
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church should have a headquarters
and a camp meeting ground, and a place for the old Saints
which are members of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church to
spend their last days if so desired by them.
They said J.W. Miller, who is deacon and chairman of the
Board, put the question forth at the meeting to Board and
members in regard to this question. The Board and its members quickly acted upon the question and decided to elect a
Board to take care of this matter. The Board was elected by
the vote of the church and it is called the Board of Extension.
The names on the Board of Extension are as follows: J.W.
Miller, George E. Gray, Charlie Riggs, Ray Smith, Tim Merritt,
Hazel Scarborough and Jessie Sullivan.

This structure
served as the
first
tabernacle in
the early
years of the
campground

At this meeting in Norfolk, after it was decided that we
wanted a home or headquarters for the church, the next
question was “Where?” We felt it should be in the South. Old
folks needed a warm climate and quickly South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, Alabama and Louisiana were nominated.
In Bible times, they sometimes decided things by casting
lots. When they wanted to fill Judas Iscariot’s place, they cast
lots and the lot fell upon Matthias and he was numbered
with the 11 Disciples. So it was decided that the leaders
should go to their respective homes, put these named states
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before their people and vote – each member having one vote.
These votes were all sent to our Deaconess Sister Sarah E.
Collins at Wilmington, N.C., and when counted, the lot fell
upon Georgia.
Brothers R.H. Curry, George E. Gray and E.P. Miller were
appointed to look for a place in Georgia. Among others, they
found the Woolfolk place near Perry, Ga. The place was
investigated by Brother John Miller and others.
At High Point, N.C., on October 30, 1938, the Board of
Extension of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church, a corporation
under the laws of Georgia, met for the purpose of hearing a
report from the President of the Board, John Miller, on the purchase of a tract of land in Peach and Houston counties, Georgia, known as the W.W. Woolfolk Place.
Miller read a contract dated October 14, 1938 entered into
at Perry, Ga., between Mrs. Sarah Woolfolk and Mrs. Martha
Sue Couch, the owners, and Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church in
which it was agreed that the owners would sell the land
described in the contract for $10,000 upon the terms and
conditions set forth in the contract.
Upon motion duly seconded and carried, this action of
J.W. Miller was duly ratified and confirmed and he was further authorized together with the secretary of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church to go ahead and complete the purchase of
the land.
On Christmas Eve, 1938, John and Dilla Miller moved from
High Point, N.C., to the farm, donating their time and money
to get things started. The first meeting was held on the camp
ground on Confederate Memorial Day, 1939, under the Twin
Pines, back of where our present tabernacle now stands.
During our first meeting, Brother Miller said to a very young
Sanctified girl: “This young Sister is in our first meeting. She
won’t live long enough to be in our last one.”
We have now a large tabernacle (not large enough), a dormitory with a mess hall below (not large enough) and are
using the farm home for an Old Folk’s Home. Five of the old
folks have passed on from their labor to their reward. One of
our greatest needs is a larger, better place where all the old

people all over the church could come and be comfortable to
their last days – a credit to the church. We have about 55
camp houses belonging to members.
In the cemetery, all the tombstones are alike – no big “I’s”
and little “U’s.” A man and a wife may have a double tombstone of the same design if they desire. Little Esther Ruth
Alsup, who God called home on August 12, 1940 from Norfolk, Va., was the first one placed in our cemetery.
Bodies of our loved ones from Atlanta, Rome, Savannah
and Macon, Ga.; from Anderson, Columbia and Charleston,
S.C.; from Mobile, Montgomery and Birmingham, Ala.; Norfolk, Va.; Memphis, Tenn.; and from Arizona have been sent
here and their bodies placed side by side in our cemetery.
Sister Sarah E. Collins, mother of our church, deaconess
and ordained minister, went to heaven from Wilmington,
N.C., on July 28, 1943. On the first Sunday of our 1943 Camp
Meeting, there were no services in the morning. Funeral services were held at 2:30 p.m., conducted by Brother John Miller.
We felt that our camp meeting was “ruined” because our
mother was gone. But, our loss seemed to draw the hearts of
the children closer together, creating a sweet loving spirit
among the people and much was accomplished in the 1943
camp meeting.
On the following Sunday morning in our tabernacle on the
old camp ground in August of 1943, after a short sermon by
Brother Lloyd Collins and prayer by Brother L.C. Mills in one of
the most sacred ceremonies in the history of our church,
Brother John Miller, only remaining deacon and leader of the
church, ordained by laying on of hands Brother Robert Hartsfield
as deacon of our church, Sisters Hattie Merritt and Alice Clelland
as deaconesses; Brothers Harry Collins, Sr., Jonas Raney, Paul
Merritt and Joseph Clelland as ordained ministers of our church.
As Brother Miller laid his hand on each head to ordain
them, with words that God alone could have given him (they
were so well suited to each person), a deep sacred feeling
came over the people and you couldn’t see a dry eye in the
house. God grant each one will be a blessing and an ornament to this church.

In the summer of 1943,
Brother O.G. Bates, now of
Columbia, S.C., then living in
Macon, Ga., gave Brother Miller a
check for $210 with a request
that he seek to persuade our
folks to pay off the mortgage on
our home and farm.
Brother Miller brought this up
in one of our board meetings
held during the camp meeting, and it was decided to make an
effort to accomplish this. Dilla Miller, secretary of the church,
received these collections and today has a record of who
paid and how much.
The checks came in thick and fast, and on January 4, 1944,
I sent a check for $8,500 to Mrs. Woolfolk and her daughter.
Your secretary really enjoyed writing that check.
My late husband’s motto seemed to be the words of the
Lord to Moses, as the people stood with Pharaoh’s mighty
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Young Ruth
Alsup was
the first person buried at
the campground
cemetery.

Charles
Miller was
responsible
for the original layout of
the campground.

Alonza Clark
cut down the
first trees on
the campground land.
He later
worked the
campground
farm. Clark is
pictured in
front of Aunt
Dee’s cabin.

hosts behind them and the Raging Sea in front of
them: “Go Forward!”
So, in closing, I would like to leave that
word with God’s people everywhere – Go
Forward. And, realizing that we’re all
travelers to the Bar of God, journeying
down the pathway of life, and if we
don’t go God’s way, we won’t make
the port.
Dee Miller’s account, which was
written in the late 1940’s, describes
the beginning of the campground.
Charles Miller, who had studied
drafting, was tabbed to diagram
what would become the church
campground. Miller’s bibliography
states, “Some years later, he was called
upon to draw up the blueprints for the
church campgrounds. Thus, it fell his lot to
lay out all the streets and name them.” (The
names were chosen from a list of suggestions submitted by various Sanctified People).
Obviously, plenty of other members
lent a hand. Alonza Clark cut down the
first tree when they were clearing land
for the campground, and he stayed in
Perry to farm the church’s land. For two
years, he was paid 30 cents a day for his
work, and the fruits of his labor went to
the campground.
The first true camp meeting took
place four months later in August of
1939. The first out-of-towners to arrive
for the event were Rudolph and May
Esclavon, who drove up in their red Ford
with a trailer that carried a tent. There
were a large number of tents pitched for
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that initial meeting, which lasted two weeks.
The first camp meeting photo was taken on
August 12, 1939.
On a more somber note, 100 square
feet were cleared for the church cemetery in 1940. As previously mentioned in Aunt Dee’s writings, the
first person buried at the campground was young Ruth Alsup,
who had died at the age of 12 in
Norfolk, Va. Ruth’s parents, Edna
and Joyce Alsup, had heard that
there would be a cemetery at the
campground, and they wanted
their daughter buried with the
Sanctified folks. A year later, Daniel
Thomas Bonner helped initiate a burial insurance plan for church members.
The Woolfolk’s farmhouse served as
the initial old folks home, and the
Sanctified People soon constructed a tabernacle and a dormitory with a cafeteria on the bottom
floor. One informal meeting place during this time was the
water barrel that was placed between the dorm and the
church. Small groups frequently gathered around the barrel,
sipping water from a tin ladle during the hot days.
The next step was the construction of a concrete block
building that housed men’s and women’s showers. Then, the
first cabins were built on the grounds.
One-by-one, crude cabins were built along the dirt roads.
Hazel Scarbrough later recounted how her home at the
campground was constructed: “In 1942, Brother Ed Miller
built us a cabin from wood from trees that grew on the
campground. He had trees cut and milled, and built our
cabin for $200 for everything, even the screens!”
The early cabins were rustic, with framing and wooden
planks, but no insulation. In addition, the cabins typically
had screens, but no glass windows. When camp meeting

The Memorial
Garden is an
important part
of the campground.

e
used to promot
This flyer was

meeting.
the first camp

closed out each year, the area would echo with the sound of
hammers as people nailed boards over their “windows.”
In the following years, the size of the camp meeting continually grew, and today there are approximately 200 cabins.
The meetings are so powerful and Spirit-filled that most of the
people were soon overcome with love and fellowship of the
Spirit.

In the early
years, folks
frequently
gathered
around the
water barrel.
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The Old Camp Ground
When they start the first meeting
there’s a heavenly breeze
That will strengthen the weak hands
and the feeble knees,
The old folks shouting and the
younger, too;
It’s the style in heaven – camp meeting
too.
Paul Merritt Sr.
Chorus
Just listen to the singing, what a joyful sound!
It’s the saints rejoicing on the old campground.
They are tuned with heaven and the angel choir –
Just to be among them is my heart’s desire.
When I wake up in the morning and I hear the bell toll
There’s a wonderful feeling sweeps over my soul
Starts the wheel turning, makes my cup run o’er.
Renews my courage just a little bit more.
When I look at the young folks, how their faces shine;
The God that you serve is also mine.
The look on your face tells how you feel;
Just keep your shoulder to the wheel.
When the Holy Spirit, like a rushing wind,
Fills all the building and the people therein,
The prayers ascending in one accord
Bring down the power, Oh! praise the Lord!
When He sends His chariot and I take a ride
You can lay my body on the hillside;
What a great camp meeting in the Beulah Land
Hearing heavenly music by the angel band.
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Brother Paul Merritt wrote a song that has become a
church-wide standard for people anticipating camp meeting.
Prayer, singing, preaching, testimonies, shouting and altar
services have been the consistent hallmarks during the first 65
years of camp meetings. God’s Holy Spirit undiminished by
the passing of years has just increased reminding us of the
words of Isaiah, “of the increase of His government and kingdom there shall be no end.” During the first four years of
camp meeting, the deacons and deaconesses ran the services.
They selected the preachers themselves, or asked someone to
help. In 1943, following the passing of Aunt Sade Collins,
John Miller asked Brother Harry Collins Sr., to run the services
that year. At the end of that camp meeting, Collins suggested
that a committee of people take on the job. From that time on
a “Preacher’s Committee” consisting of a representative from
each crowd has made the preaching and meeting runners
selections.
There is not an official record of the number of people
who have attended or gotten Sanctified through the years at
camp meeting, but a reasonable estimate for the average
attendance would be about 2,000, with an average of about
50 a year getting Sanctified.
Less than two years after the first camp meeting, America was attacked by the Japanese on December 7, 1941 at
Pearl Harbor. That took the United States into a full-fledged
global war with the Axis powers – Japan, Germany and
Italy. America was unprepared for a World War because the
country was just beginning to come out of the deep financial Depression of the 1930’s. Our government had to
mobilize every resource for a survival program. Food,
clothes, and most supplies were tightly rationed, including
gasoline. The country ceased to manufacture cars for the
public, putting all production into defense. Many of the
Sanctified families had to relocate to be near shipyards in
order to have work that gave them an income or deferred
them from the military draft.
These events put a serious cloud over the ability of people
to travel and attend the annual camp meeting. With the

Left photo
Amy Bittick
Merrit by the
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pump.
Middle photo
Ernest Curry
with son
Ronnie Curry
in front of
Charlie
Foster’s cabin
in 1950.

scarcity of cars and the tight rationing of gas, it was doubtful how many people who were not drafted into the military
could make it there. Everyone prayed diligently, saved frugally, and pinched every gas stamp they could get their
hands on to make the trip. It seemed as if the greater the
hardship and the greater the sacrifice, the more our people
appreciated and treasured the privilege of being at camp
meeting during those times. There was a greater dependence on each other for support and comfort due to the
uncertainty of war.
In the summer of 1944, the sixth annual camp meeting
was held although World War II was raging in Europe and the
Pacific. The minutes from the meeting noted, “Our people
have been coming in ever since the first of the week, and Saturday morning every camp house but two was occupied and
some in the dormitory. Cars are here from Norfolk, Chincoteague, Spartanburg, Atlanta, Charleston and Mobile. This
looks like it is going to be the best camp meeting we have
ever had. The gas and tires are rationed, but the Lord has
blessed us with just enough to get by on.”
It certainly wasn’t easy getting to Perry in those days, but
the Sanctified People were committed. In 1944, the trip from

the Delaware coast took three days. It was a challenge that
left wonderful memories.
“We had a fella who wanted to go to camp meeting so
bad, but he had a car that you wouldn’t hardly trust to go to
the neighborhood church,” remembered Faye Tarr Rogers
with a smile. “His car was held together with bailing wire.
“Well, we met him at the ferry, and our car was all loaded
down. Elwood and Hattie (Rickards), Daddy, Bobby
(Rickards), Edgar and me and Momma. We come up on Harvey Lynch, and he was loaded down. He and his wife and little boy were in the front seat, and the back seat had Aunt
Ethel Beecham and two children. Aunt Ethel couldn’t stand to
let the wind blow on her because it would give her sinus
trouble, so they had to keep the windows up for Aunt Ethel,
and it was hot.
“They didn’t have room for their clothes, so they had suitcases on the floor board in the back seat and they were sitting
with their legs up.”
Those mothers whose sons were serving overseas in
harm’s way would wet the altars with their tears praying for
their safe return. The young men raised in our church who
were not yet Sanctified became the great burden of the entire
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church. Had everything been done to reach them with the
Gospel of Salvation before they were sent away? Would they
ever return from such a bloody war? Prayers were fervent
and sincere that the husbands, brothers, fathers and sons
might be protected by God, and that they would get Sanctified
if they were not. All of these circumstances brought Our
Folks from all crowds closer together. Some of the minor
differences that had come between people did not seem
important any longer. Everyone realized anew how precious
each and every brother and sister was, and how much they
needed each other’s love and fellowship. This knowledge
enriched the services, and the Spirit came down in a mighty
and powerful way.
What was feared to hinder the development of the church
camp meeting only turned into a force for great good of
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church. God cares for His people
regardless of the circumstances of this old world. Approxi54 • Go Forward

mately 44 men raised in the church were
drafted into the military, with most of them
seeing active combat duty, yet not one of
them was lost. Those who were not Sanctified returned after the war grateful for the
continuous prayers of the saints, and many of
them came to camp meeting to seek the
Lord.
When the United States entered the war
under President Franklin D. Roosevelt, Congress quickly prepared the universal draft
legislation. This legislation contained an
alternative for the American peace loving
churches who opposed direct participation in
the military as a violation to the commandment “Thou shall not kill.” A civilian work
program was developed for these people so
that they could serve their country in a nonmilitary capacity. While many of the young
men went to work at approved hospitals and
non-profit educational institutions, the
church created a farm program at the campground which
was approved by the Selective Service.
In the early 1940’s some of the Sisters started keeping written records of the camp meeting services and what was taking place. What an enormous job they had! As soon as the
technology was available, their effort gave way to the use of
tape recorders. This required microphones and an audio system. Along with this change, the old iron bell mounted in the
pine trees was replaced by recorded chimes that Willie Hagan
Sr. used to call the people to services. These chimes would
give a 30-minute notice prior to the start of each service.
The outdoor speaker system also gave Brother Joseph Clelland an opportunity to follow the early morning prayer service chimes with quite a loud scripture reading to be sure no
one went back to sleep.
During the early years, there were occasions when all
night prayer services were held. However, it was realized

that if someone prayed all night, they couldn’t hold up to
attending all the services the next day. It has been a tradition
since the beginning of camp meeting to have four services a

day – early morning prayer
service, morning worship
service, afternoon young
peoples’
service,
and
evening worship service.
Many of these would end
with an altar service. The
preaching and testimonies
have always been the cornerstone of every service,
richly interspersed with
singing
and
shouting.
Shouting has often spread
from the stand to the aisles
and in between the benches
with many people coming forward. Sometimes conviction
would fall on sinners while the saints were singing and
shouting, and the altar would quickly
become the center of attraction as
someone would come down to seek the
Lord.
At the start of the 1950s, George Gray
led a push for a new church at the campground. Bernard Collier remembers Gray
rising at a meeting in 1952 and saying,
“We’re going to build a new church, and
we need to raise money for it. Brother
Bill Hobbs is going to give $1,000,
Brother Frank Barker is going to give
$1,000, Brother Brittan Parker is going
to give $1,000, and I’m going to give
$1,000. He went around the room and
named about 25 people … and none of
them knew they were going to give
$1,000 until George told them.”
The money was raised, and a church
was built (using a set of plans that were
originally drawn for a Winn-Dixie groChrist’s Sanctified Holy Church • 55

The original
“conference
hall” later
became the
campground
chapel.

Tom Bonner
played an
important
role in the
development
of the campground.

The
chapel on the
campground.

cery store. The plans, which were donated by Tom Bonner,
were modified for the church). That church would serve the
Sanctified People well for 50 years. In order to replace the first
tabernacle and build a new church, 21 cabins had to be
moved from their lots to make way for the church. At the
same time, the old tabernacle was moved up the hill and
converted into a cafeteria. The old mess hall/dormitory was
also moved to the back of the property. Later, an old, twostory World War II Army barracks was purchased and moved
onto the campground to replace the aging dormitory. The
Army barracks were remodeled, and remodeled, and remodeled again to become what they were at the beginning of the
21st century.
In the years that followed, the campground continued to
grow. In 1953, the iron arch at the entrance way was erected,
and other improvements followed.
The need was soon recognized to begin Bible School in
order to give special attention to the teaching of Our Folks’

Lois
McClendon
was a key
figure in the
development
of the old
folks home.
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children during camp meeting. In the early days of bible
school, it was held under a tent in the morning sun, heat
and gnats. It was quickly realized that the campground had
a need for additional facilities. The first building to be added
after the church, cafeteria and dormitory was a conference
hall building. Prior to that, the board and general conference had met in the tent and later used the courthouse in the
center of Perry. The first conference building was also promoted as a place to put pictures, artifacts and church memorabilia. This rectangular building had a flat roof, and it
eventually became a chapel. Later, the bible school rooms and
a Board meeting room were added to the structure along
with a gable roof. Further renovations made the old hall a
chapel, which has served as a viewing and funeral chapel,
Bible School assembly, and a meeting room.
Another change came after the original 1800 Georgia
farmhouse burned to the ground without any of the occupants being hurt. For several years, there was no Old Folks

Home until a dedicated sister, Lois
Scott McClendon, proposed a monetary
gift along with full-time service for the
rest of her life to create a modern
“Home For the Aged.” That building
was completed in 1960, and dedicated
on July 4th of that year. The Home contained 39 beds and a central dining
room. Regularly scheduled church
services were held throughout the
years in the dining room.
As younger “old folks” moved to the
campground, there was a desire for regular stand-up meetings as had been traditional throughout our church history.
Since the nursing home’s dining room
was not conducive to holding that style
of service, additional services were held
in the chapel on the campground. It
should be noted that shouting services certainly did occur in
the dining room of the old home when the Spirit led.
Over the years, there was obviously a serious need for
campground maintenance as the facilities aged. The Chapel
and Bible School rooms also needed an upgrade. The main
church had moisture problems along with some other wearand-tear. The grounds needed care. What money was available was taken by a few bigger projects such as new roofs,
large air conditioning systems, and the road and bridge to
the Home that were washed out in a storm.
Seeing the need for considerable improvements, some
suggested closing the cafeteria and using the Perry Hotel
and restaurants in town. However, most people felt this
place just meant too much to do that. There were too
many memories – “it is where I got Sanctified,” “it is where
I met my future spouse,” “it is where I bring my little children to experience the things I experienced as a child”. So
the young men and women who did not serve the church
as elders came together on their own and formed the

The camp
ground
church,
which was
built in 1953,
served the
Sanctified
People for
over 50 years.

Young Men’s Work Program to address the facility needs.
Working committees and teams of workers took on the
challenge of numerous projects. Some cleared the
grounds and undergrowth, built sidewalks and planted
shrubbery, while others remodeled the kitchen and dining
rooms, added a new front entrance to the dining room,
remodeled the chapel, dormitory and main church, adding
carpet and pews.
As that job progressed, workers came from near and far,
members and nonmembers working together. It was evident what a special place the campground had become to
so many. While they were there working, services were
held every evening in the chapel or main church, and before
long many of the unsanctified were at the altar seeking the
Lord. This fellowship of working, eating, and worshiping
together had a very positive effect on a whole generation of
people. Without a doubt, the Lord God of Israel has had a
hand on this campground and His people, turning every
obstacle and challenge into a blessing. Surely, we are a
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many funeral services attended by so
many friends and loved ones, have
added to the great feeling that people
have when they come on those sacred
grounds. The building of new cabins
and houses in place of old cabins has
shown a steady growth of personal
investment in this special place. This
great love and appreciation for what
has become our central church headquarters has been demonstrated in
many ways, not the least of which has

A new nursing home was
completed in
1989, and a
sanctuary
was added
six years
later.

The ground
breaking ceremony for the
nursing home
included,
from left to
right, Tom
Bonner,
Mariola
Cosby and
Floyd Hagan.

richly blessed people and isn’t it evident that when we serve
the Lord in the beauty of holiness, and work together as one
people united in one purpose and Spirit, we are blessed
beyond measure!
In the 1960’s, years after the Old Folks Home had become
a state recognized support for Medicaid patients, the standards for nursing home facilities made the old building obsolete and it required replacement or closure. A brand new
nursing home facility was completed in 1989, with 51 beds
for our elderly people who needed them. At the
Thanksgiving meetings held on the campground in 1994,
many of the men of the church started construction on a day
room and church sanctuary at the new nursing home. That
building was dedicated on the first Saturday afternoon of
camp meeting in 1995.
Over the years, the affection of our people for their campground has far exceeded anything its originators could have
ever dreamed. The great camp meetings, as well as the
58 • Go Forward

With the major renewal of the infrastructure complete and paid for, it was
possible in the late 1990s to take a serious look at the cafeteria, which had
been created from the original wooden
tabernacle built in 1939 for the first
camp meeting. While many remodeling endeavors and additions had taken
place over the years, the core wooden
building bore the signs of great age.
Much equipment had been added to the
weight-bearing loads, and the old wood
structure had wood-boring beetles. In
addition to many deficiencies, the
building was a fire hazard. The leaders
agonized over some way of saving the
old, historic building which meant so
much to our people. The memories,
great fellowship, and the blessings we
been the persistent desire to add to the property
acreage and continuously improve the roads, landscaping and infrastructure.
In the early 1990s, a big investment was made in
order to make the campground community of cabins
and houses a fully modern little “city” with the installation of a new public water system, fire protection,
private sewer system, and paved streets to all lots and
houses. Later that decade, the ever-increasing cemetery site was redesigned and re-landscaped. Plans are
now in the works to increase its size and to provide
space to take us well into the 21st century. Our governmental structure, which supervises and operates
the year-round church-owned community, has continuously upgraded the buildings and grounds and has
put much investment into future planning to ensure
that this beloved place will be here for many generations to come.
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The chapel at
the nursing
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1995.

The old
campground
cafeteria
went through
a number of
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Program continued to provide many
things, including playground equipment for the little children, who so
much love their campground too. In
the planning of the cafeteria, an indoor
location was provided for a “childfriendly” play space.
The next really large project was
the need to bring the worship sanctuary up to adequacy for the 21st century. The existing building, which was
constructed in 1953, held so many
precious memories that it was difficult to even consider a replacement.
For several years, engineers and
architects explored all alternatives.
In the final analysis, when considering the load-bearing capacity of the

The new
cafeteria was
opened in
1999.

The campground has
grown into a
beautiful
environment.

felt so many times when beautiful
singing would break out made its
removal a difficult decision. In the final
analysis, it was necessary to let the fire
department take it up in smoke so that
a new modern, carefully designed
replacement could be put in that same
location. The four serving lines in the
cafeteria with 400 table seats was complete in 1999, just in time for the first
Saturday night’s meals at camp meeting. How grateful we were for its completion!
Landscaping around the new dining
room was improved, and that new
level of beauty was extended around
the church, chapel and into the cemetery. Along the way, the Young Men
and Women’s Rejuvenation Work
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foundation and roof system, the obsolete electrical and
air conditioning systems, and with no plumbing or bathrooms, entrance hall and ancillary support rooms, it was
determined that a complete replacement of the building
was necessary. Of utmost importance in making this
decision was the desire to put in place a church building
that would serve our children, grandchildren, and generations not yet born. Because we believe that the Lord
Jesus Christ was well-pleased with the existence of this
campground and that He had proved this to us by all His
bountiful blessings, it should be made useful for hundreds
of years to come.
With the unity of our leadership, the vote of all the governing boards, and the financial support of all churches, the
new plans were carefully developed. At the end of the 2003
camp meeting, demolition took place and the construction
was started, due to be completed in time for the 2004 camp
meeting.
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These two aerial photos, which were taken
around 1965, show the
developing campground. The top photo
shows the nursing
home, while the bottom photo includes the
full extent of the
campground during
that time.
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Chapter

A Singing People

6

Contributed By Steve Gray

C

hrist’s Sanctified Holy Church is a church of
singing people. From the first services in a primitive workshop on Chincoteague Island, Va.,
congregational singing has been a fundamental
element in the church’s worship practice. Over
the years, Sanctified People utilized many songs, hymns and
spirituals during their services.
Recent research has cataloged approximately 1,000 songs
that have been used to some extent in the past 110 years of
the church. Hymns that speak of joy in serving the Lord,
songs that encourage and comfort, and songs that bring conviction to those who do not know God. Many of these have
become standards that have endured the test of time, and
they have a cherished place among the church congregations. The members have long acknowledged the valuable
legacy of these songs, they celebrate them in the present,
and they anticipate that the hymns will be appreciated by
future generations of Sanctified People.
Based on information from early church members, the
first hymn book published by Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church
was printed in the early 1900’s. It was a small book that
included 284 songs with no other notation. There was an
index that denoted the songs by the first line of the first
verse, much like the arrangement of other hymnals published during this time. The songs included in the book

reflected the church’s theology concerning a life of Holiness,
entire Sanctification, and freedom from sin. Over 50 percent of the songs published in the 1912 hymnal were also
included in the church’s 2000 edition.

It is not
known when
the first hymn
book for
Christ’s
Sanctified
Holy Church
was published.
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Over the
years, there
have been
numerous
songbooks
compiled
by the
Sanctified
People.

A key ingredient in praising
God is singing, whether alone
or in a congregation at church.
In the 17th century, some
denominations were caught up
in controversy as to whether
the congregation should sing
or if the singing should be left
to practiced professionals. In
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church,
congregational singing – acappella – is the hallmark of the
worship services. Though there
is an emphasis today in many
churches for organized, practiced singers, nothing can
match the sound that comes
from Christ’s Sanctified Holy
Church when they are singing a
Page from a handwritten
rendition of a hymn that
songbook by Ethel Hinkle
Published in New Orleans,
speaks to the heart of all.
Lousiana between 1912 and
Worship services in the
1915
church have always relied on
the moving and direction of
the Holy Spirit. The meetings
Through the many eras of Christian theology, there have
are typically comprised of preaching, praying, testifying
been many types of hymns developed. It began with the simand singing. Since anyone is free to start a hymn as they
ple chanting of scripture and later included more elaborate
feel the Holy Spirit prompting, it is not known what songs
lyrics and music that was written for professional performers.
will be sung during the course of the service. Preaching
Each period has influenced the hymns that have been sung in
inspires, exhorts and gives emphasis to the message of
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church. The Songs of the Redeemed
Sanctification and a life led by the Holy Spirit. Spontaneous
songbook, which was published in 2000, is a reflection of all
testimonies are offered on a volunteer basis. Prayers,
these periods of history. Some of these hymns articulate the
sometimes emotional, are always addressed to God in a
church’s theology as understood by the Bible, while other
familiar, informal language.
titles speak of a collective appreciation of a life devoted to
While many of the hymns sung at Christ’s Sanctified Holy
God in the beauty of Holiness. Some of these have become
Church services were gleaned from other churches, the Sancanthems – well-liked hymns that are sung regularly in all
tified People have also penned many special songs. Their
congregations.
songs are generally identified with the Gospel song style that
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was developed during the 19th century. Because these compositions were written specifically for Christ’s Sanctified Holy
Church, they are treasured by the congregations. Most of the
songs were written prior to 1950, they were never copyrighted, and the composers never profited from their work.
Other members have written songs that legally could not be
included in Songs of the Redeemed because they wrote verses
for songs that had been copyrighted, or they altered the lyrics

Gussie Christy and daughters, Jessie King and Mime Tuttle

from songs that were in the public
domain.
Here is a quick look at some of
the Sanctified People who contributed hymns to Songs of the
Redeemed:
Sister Sarah Liz Bishop: She
wrote Carried Away To Babylon.
Sister Gussie Christy (18781963): As a young person, she
wrote poetry and composed
songs that have become standards in the church, including
Heaven Is Worth All The Pressing;
Ernest Cory
and I’m So Glad I Found The
Sweet Pathway. Christy wrote
Heaven Is Worth All The Pressing during a time when her two
daughters were seriously ill and quarantined.
Brother Ernest William Cory (1917-1999): He wrote
Redeeming Love.
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Callie Gray with wife Bernie and daughters Leona, Lillian and Elodie
Tim Hartsfield

Ara Hobbs

Brother Callie Robert Gray (1882-1969): Gray wrote three
songs – Almost Persuaded, Why Don’t You Come; I’m Glad It
Reaches Me; and So Glad I Found The Way. Born on Oct. 22,
1882 in Gray’s Creek, Del., his parents were Charlotte Hester
Bishop Gray and Thomas Edward Gray. Twelve years later, the
family left Delaware and started traveling with the Sanctified
People. Gray wrote poems about many events in the history
of the church. He was able to capture the spirit of the Sanctified People with his verses, which often included humor.
Sister Charlotte Bishop Gray (1858-1919): An important
early leader for the church, Gray wrote seven hymns: Don’t
You Know You Have Been Wrong About The Bible; I’ve Found
The Living Fountain; Love God With All Your Heart; Now I have
Somebody To Love Me; Oh, How Busy We Ought To Be; On The
Union Meeting Ground; and The Pure Testimony. Sister Charlotte is pictured on page 39.
Brother Tim Hartsfield: He penned the hymn My Home Is On
The Other Side.
Sister Ara Sloan Hobbs (1886-1967): She composed Yes, I
Know That He Will Know Me.
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Robert Jernigan

Sam York, Sr.

Brother Robert Nathan Jernigan (1919-1994): He wrote a
pair of hymns – Prince of Peace and Lead Me On, Lord.
Sister Jessie Carolina Goodwin Jernigan (1883-1971): Born
in Kansas, Jernigan’s mother died of tuberculosis when she
was only eight years old. She joined the Sanctified People in

Wesley Jones and family
Fort Smith, Ark., in 1906. Years later, Jernigan noted that
some of the young folks who had gotten Sanctified along
with her were turning back. This inspired her to write I’ll Go
Every Step Of The Way, Lord. Jernigan went on to write
Behold The Brightness Of The City; Hear Him Calling; Jesus
Leads Me; Look On The Brightest Side; The Wise Shall Shine;
and Walking The Plumbline. Her song and picture are featured on page 30.

Brother Wesley Jones:
He wrote Oh, Glory To
The Lamb and Oh, What
Comfort It Brings.
Brother Paul Parker
Merritt Sr. (1904-1980):
The most prolific songwriter in the church,
16 of his titles are in
the Songs Of The
Redeemed. According
to his sons, Merritt
was always singing.
They knew he was
composing a new
song
when
he
would sit in his
chair, with his head
1950 Songbook
bowed, tapping his
foot and quietly
singing words to himself. He would write his compositions on anything he could find, once composing a hymn
on a chewing gum wrapper. Merritt’s list of work includes the
following songs – Amen, Angels Hovering Around; Going To
Rest Upon His Bosom; Got The Bridges Burned Behind Me; I
Brought Nothing Into This World; I’m Going Bye And Bye; In The
Bible We Read A Story; Jesus Is The Answer; Lean Upon The Savior; Spoken Of By Prophets; Strength For The Day; The Man Of
Galilee; The Old Camp Ground, The Old Landmark; The Rain;
and The Wells Of Salvation. A picture of Paul Merritt Sr. is on
page 52.
Brother Sam York Sr.: He penned five hymns – I Have Taken
Up The Cross; Come, Oh, Come To Me, Said Jesus; The King’s
Highway; You Must Unload; and All Right.
Brother Joe Wilson: He composed Jesus Said We Should
Keep His Commandments.
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1963 Songbook

1978 Songbook

Brother Charles Wesley Miller (1921-1949): He wrote I
Want No Wills Or Way Of My Own. His picture is on page 50.
Brother John William Miller (1866-1948): An important

2000 Songbook

leader in the cause, he wrote two songs – He Did It All For
You and The Way To Get Across. Miller’s picture can be seen
on page 20.

Handshaking, Clapping, Foot Stomping and Shouting
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist Church, once noted that during
meetings in England and Ireland, some members of the congregation would
frequently leap several feet into the air. Although not totally restricted to the
Methodists, the phrase “shouting Methodists” was a 19th century term
applied to come congregations. The expression basically referred to lively,
noisy services with fervent preaching, vocal individual prayers, sanctioning,
hand clapping and an occasional leap. This fervent religious demonstration
was associated with the revivals and camp meetings of the 19th century.
These services included more of the Gospel and spiritual songs of the period
because this material could be sung with more exuberance.
The practice of shaking hands was also associated with the “shouting
Methodists.” Handshaking became a frequent practice for the Methodists,
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and it was often done in concert with singing. At the end of the sermon, the
preacher would move through the congregation shaking hands with the
members while singing. This eventually developed into a ritual. The general
practice of handshaking continues today in Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church.
During their days of missionary travel, the Sanctified People encountered
many different styles of worship. In the 1890s, the Sanctified services were
influenced by some African worship traditions, including hand clapping and
foot stomping. In the absence of musical instruments, and as a technique to
“keep time,” the practice of foot stomping in Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church
was developed in the early 1920s by a group of Sanctified People in
Birmingham, Ala.
— Steve Gray

Chapter
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Local Churches
Are Established
Two Families Start The Albany Church

A

After having church services in Laurel, Miss.,
for five years, two Sanctified men felt the call
to find a new location early in 1949. K.V.
Copeland and Joe Edwards considered a number of towns, including Orangeburg, S.C., Griffin, Ga., and Marietta, Ga., but they ultimately chose to move
their families to the city of Albany, Ga. Copeland later wrote,
“The feeling that Albany was the place kept coming over me
… I know that God led me here.”
K.V. and his wife, Katie, loaded their four children into
their Pontiac, and they made the 400-mile drive from Laurel
to Albany. One reason they selected Albany was that it is
only about 70 miles from the church campground. At the
time, Albany had a population of about 35,000, and the community revolved around Turner Air Force Base. However, a
huge United States Marine Depot was built in the city in 1951,
and the population rose to 50,000 by 1960 and to 90,000 by
1990.
When the Sanctified People arrived in Albany, they had a
10-member congregation – K.V. Copeland’s family (including
Katie, plus children Paul, Nina, Katherine and Mildred) and Joe
Edwards’ family (wife Rebecca, and daughters Evelyn and
Dorothy). They immediately began holding house meetings,

and they started their search for a site to build a church. A lot
was secured at 513 South Slappey Drive, and the process of
building the church began.
Copeland and Edwards both had building experience, and
they received plenty of support from other Sanctified communities in the area. The Columbus, Ga., crowd was the
most helpful, but assistance in all forms came from numerous
other churches. With that help, the Albany crowd was able to
dedicate its new brick church on Aug. 5, 1950.
The support went beyond erecting the walls and roof for
the new church. Rufus Woods, who lived in Savannah, Ga.,
moved to Albany to help get the community started. He was
soon joined by Frank and Rowena Miller, who arrived from
the campground with their daughter, Ruth. On July 27, 1952,
Frank Miller gave his testimony, shook hands with everyone,
sat down in the front pew and passed away.
In the beginning, the two founding families had a rough
time in Albany.
“In those days, you built the church before you built your
house,” explained Mildred (Copeland) Davidson. “When we
first got to Albany, we lived in a rickety old house that we
rented for about a year. There was not a lot of rental property
in Albany at that time.”
During that same time, the group was working hard to
build a congregation.
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“We would go out on Saturday and invite people to church.
We would go door to door, and we would ask them if they
would come to church on Sunday,” remembered Naomi
Hodges. “Ruth Miller was the most effective person doing
that. She was very good at getting people out.”

The photo
above shows
the Albany
congregation
in 1953.

The Albany
church (right)
is located on
Springlake
Drive in
Leesburg, Ga.

K.V. Copeland helped bring
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church
to Albany.
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In later years, the Sanctified
People in Albany were loaned a
school bus by the Columbus
crowd, and they would fill it up

on Sunday mornings on the way to services. Allen Davidson
generally drove the bus for Sunday school, and he would
invite dozens of young people. Children frequently attended,
but they were often from military families that would eventually be transferred to bases in other cities. John Childress
drove the bus part of the time, and he had it repainted
before it was returned to the Columbus church.
The Sanctified People also reached out to the community by holding meetings throughout the area. Initially, the group held tent meetings, and then they built
a portable tabernacle (the tabernacle was later purchased by K.V. Copeland and moved to the campground. He used it until his death, and it now serves as
the cabin for Glen Copeland and his family).
These efforts were rewarded when numerous people
were Sanctified. Among those who joined the church in
Albany were Allen Davidson, Naomi and Johnny
Hodges, Mary Davis, Emery Davidson, Liz Ruth Roberts,
Elberta McCorvey and her children (Charles, Lynn and
Diane), Cleo Davidson and her daughters (Elneita and
Haroldene), Alice and Robert Hayes and their daughters
(Carolyn and Faye), Buford and Jewel Harris, Walter
Foster and Johnny Dempsey. Many others were Sanctified who were military people who moved away.
The key member of the community, however, was K.V.
Copeland, who served as the group’s leader from 1949
until his passing in Nov. 14, 1970. Copeland was loved by all,
and he was best remembered for the joy he brought to singing.
“K.V. sang most every song in the book … and then some,”
Mildred Davidson remembered. “The Eastern Gates was one
of his favorites, but he had a lot of favorites.”
Copeland was a very dedicated man of God. He helped
everyone he heard of who needed assistance. He visited hospitals and prisons, and even took strangers who were passing through town into his home for the night. When he was
voted on to Board No. 1, he became the youngest member of
the group. Brother John Boyce said that K.V. was the kind of
person that was needed on the board.

In December
of 1950, this
group gathered outside
the church in
Rex, Ga. The
front row
includes
(from left to
right) Alice
Murphy,
Nettie Cogar
and Sylvia
Bonner. The
second
includes
Juanita
Kessler, Fred
Chapman,
Danny Smith,
Gloria Gray
and Laura
Bonner. The
adults are
Ruby Martin
and Maudie
Manning.

Sanctified People Have A Long History
In Atlanta
In 1899, the Sanctified People made their first journey to
Atlanta. Joseph Lynch led a group that wasn’t really interested
in Atlanta, they were actually running from an outbreak of
Yellow Fever in Tampa, Fla.
The Sanctified People returned to Atlanta 40 years later.
This time, they went to the area with a purpose.
When Joseph Lynch’s crowd got off the train in Atlanta in
1899, they walked into a city that had approximately 90,000
citizens. By comparison, New York City had 3.4 million citizens, and Chicago was the country’s second largest city with
1.6 million residents. The average life expectancy for a man
was 48 years, and women could expect to live three years
longer.
When Alice Clelland and Robert Hartsfield journeyed to
Atlanta in 1940, they were entering a much different place. The
population had risen to 302,288, the average life expectancy
was up to 63 years, and Germany had recently invaded Denmark, Norway, Holland, Belgium and Luxembourg.
Clelland and Hartsfield had been in Norfolk for two years,
and their evangelistic impulses told them it was time for a
move. They made their way to Atlanta, where they were
joined by Tom Gray’s family, the Bonners, and John Scarborough, among others. The Sanctified People were also
reunited with two couples – the Hinkles and the Bradfords –
who had been Sanctified in 1920 when John Miller’s group
traveled through Atlanta.
A portable tabernacle was built on Candler Road in the
suburb of Decatur, but services were held at numerous sites
around the city. When they started the church, they did not
have Sunday School lessons, but that began on Feb. 2, 1941
with 24 members in attendance. Eventually, they began holding meetings on Sunday afternoon and night, as well as Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings.
About the time the United States entered World War II in
1941, the church was moved to the Stone Mountain area,

where Corrine and Helen Britt were found. When the Americans began fighting in Europe and Asia, most of the Atlanta
crowd went to Mobile, Ala., (led by Hartsfield and Scarborough) to work in the shipyard for about three years. Clelland,
however, remained in Atlanta with a small crowd.
After the war, some of the folks returned to Atlanta (one
exception was Hartsfield, who led a group to Columbia, S.C.).
The congregation soon had new members. During a tent
service near Ellenwood, Eva Chapman and her two children
(Wyman and Grace) were found, as well as the Cooks. The
tabernacle was moved to the community of Riverside for a
brief time, then to Stone Mountain and then to Snellville.
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In 1975, the
Sanctified
People
moved into a
new church
on Rainbow
Drive (left).
The Candler
Road Church
(right) was
dedicated in
1951.

Members new and old enjoyed the ladies meetings that
were started at Candler Road. Every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m.,
the women in the church would gather to study the Bible
and meet around the altar.
After over 20 years on Candler Road, a new church was
built on Rainbow Drive in 1975. The Sanctified People stayed
in that facility for 12 years before they moved to their current
location in Stone Mountain.

Spirit Travels From Norfolk To Augusta

The current
church,
which was
built in 1987,
is located in
Stone
Mountain, Ga.

In the late 1940s, the Atlanta church underwent a series of
important changes. Clelland made the decision to move to
Anderson, S.C., and in 1946 Scarborough left for Montgomery, Ala. Dan Bonner and Charlie Coger were appointed
leaders of the Atlanta group, and a council was created to
provide direction (Bonner would serve as a leader for over 50
years until he passed away in 2002).
The community’s first permanent church was built in
nearby Rex, Ga. Then, in 1951, the church in Rex was sold,
and a new one was built on Candler Road across the street
from where the Sanctified People originally worshipped in
Atlanta. In October of 1951, a dedication ceremony was held,
and Sanctified People from every crowd enjoyed a joyous
experience.
At the same time, the crowd was working to find members
in area communities. During this period, the Sanctified People started a “mission church” in nearby Tucker, Ga. This
effort was led by Bert Brush and George Miller and their families. Peggy (Sheriff) Hagan and her sister, Lillian, were Sanctified in Tucker.
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The spark for the Augusta Church was struck in Norfolk,
Va., in the 1960s. The enthusiasm felt by the Sanctified People in Norfolk eventually spilled over and flowed all the way
to Augusta.
Fortunately, the young married folks in Norfolk felt they
needed to make a special contribution … so they did.
“It just became clear that we should be doing something,”
said Lily Miller. “Our folks had been travelers, and that was
still something we thought
about. We sold everything
and had $1,500, and we
thought we were in good
shape.”
“We were in the young
married class in Norfolk,”
After starting in a portable tabernaRuthie Jernigan remem- cle, the Augusta crowd built a
bered. “We were ener- church on Maryland Avenue in 1966.
getic, and we talked about
helping others. Uncle Paul
Merritt was our teacher, and he picked up on the talk and
started looking for a place to move.
“After several trips, he said he could only think of Augusta,
Ga., so we began talking about Augusta. People moved from
several different crowds, but most moved from Norfolk. We
moved to Augusta in June of 1963, and we were thrilled to be
there! We have many memories of happy times in Augusta.

Uncle Paul was the leader, and he said (to our embarrassment) that he could close his eyes and give the Bible to any
one there and they could preach.”
In the beginning, the Augusta Church was a portable tabernacle that was erected in communities such as Martinez
and Grovetown (where Sonny Messner was Sanctified).
Whenever the tabernacle was disassembled, the ladies in the
crowd would fix lunch and take it to the new site when the
tabernacle was being assembled.
The first feast meeting in the Augusta area was held at the
Martinez Community Building. An overwhelming crowd
turned out for the service. It was so popular, in fact, they ran
out of tea!
Those were good times in Augusta, and many fond memories survived that era. For instance, there was the time that
a horse wandered through the yard and almost entered the
tabernacle. That wasn’t too much of a problem until one of
the Jernigans broke out in a rash and nearly ended the meeting prematurely.
“We had a lot of colorful meetings in that tabernacle,”
Ruthie Jernigan said. “One night Uncle Paul was preaching
and Brother Lee (Jernigan) was holding Little Lee. Brother
Lee turned on the big exhaust fan in the back of the tabernacle – the one we had to turn off whenever people were talking because it was so loud. We all started looking at Lee, but
he didn’t know where the noise the coming from!”
It wasn’t long before Paul Merritt found a suitable location
for permanent church. The building was constructed on
Maryland Avenue, and the doors were opened for the first
time for a June wedding in 1966. The first feast meeting in the
new church was held on Feb. 14, about the time of the
anniversary of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church.
Even after the permanent church was built, the Augusta
folks still conducted tent meetings in the surrounding area.
On one memorable evening, a tent was put up in the backyard of Gene Vintson. A large group of Sanctified People from
Columbia, S.C., came for the service, and Gene and Phyllis
Vintson were both Sanctified.

“There was an unforgettable feeling in the tent that night,”
remembered Ruthie Jernigan. “The whole stand started
shouting at one time! It was glorious!”
As the Augusta Church matured, more and more members started having families. Still, they continued to reach
out to other members of the community. The group eventually purchased a bus that would transport children to Sunday
School. Many years later, a group of Sanctified People were
enjoying a meal at Cracker Barrel when a young man
approached them. He told the diners that he had taken the
bus to Sunday School long ago, and that the Sanctified People had been a big influence in his life.
The growing church suffered a setback when Paul Merritt
died on Jan. 6, 1980 following an automobile accident. After a
few weeks of soul searching, Joseph Clelland came with a group
of people from Columbia, S.C., and Brother Ben Jernigan was
ordained as the new leader in Augusta. There were more than a
few tears shed that night as everyone gave him their blessings.
Ben Jernigan guided the Augusta group through a prosperous period for six years, and then the Sanctified People
made another move. In June of 1986, virtually the entire
Augusta crowd moved to Wilmington along with some Sanctified People from Charlotte.

America’s Most Historic City
The Sanctified People
passed through Charleston
in 1898 on their way from
Southport, N.C., to Savannah, Ga., but they did not
stop to hold services.
Upon their return north by
boat after the death of
Joseph Lynch at Ferdina
Beach, Fla., in 1900, they
made it back to Charleston

Over 100 years after Joseph Lynch
and his people first journeyed to the
Charleston area, the Sanctified
People worship at this church in
Hanahan, S.C.
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This church
was originally built in
1945 on
Spruill
Avenue in
Charleston.
The interior
photo shows
Brother Ray
Smith
preaching.

where they sold the Anne Homan to raise railroad train fares
for the group to make their return trip to Virginia via rail.
It was not until 1929 that Aunt Sade’s crowd left Birmingham, Ala., that a large group began gathering in Charleston
for evangelistic purposes. Many of the Sanctified arrived to
join Aunt Sade and find work during the depth of the Great
Depression. As previously noted, in Birmingham in the early
1920s there were large, enthusiastic revivals among the
young people (children of Sanctified families) plus new converts who had received the blessing of Sanctification. This
wonderful trend of children born to members and growing up
in Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church seeking the Lord for their
own forgiveness and Sanctification continued in the early
1930s with many teenagers adding new life to the church.
Among the many young Sanctified people, there were quite a
few weddings performed in the services. Some list as many as
25 couples there have been made with all of them creating
strong bonds with the church and raising their children in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.
Beginning in 1934, as was the tradition of the Sanctified
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leaders, they began looking for other fields of labor after several great years of growth in Charleston. Some went to Charlotte, N.C., some to Greenville, S.C., some to Savannah, Ga.,
where John Miller had arrived, and some to Spartanburg, S.C.,
where Watt Handley had come from Memphis, Tenn. These
were times of much inter-crowd activity between crowds with
Feastmeetings being held in Charleston, Savannah, Augusta,
Columbia, Greenville, Spartanburg and Charlotte.
With the church growing and with new converts and the
growth of family groups in this part of the South and the many
crowds being populated, there was a sizeable group of Sanctified left in Charleston who did not move. Ed Vest and the
remaining people continued to hold services in various places
around Charleston, including house meetings when not going
out to country meetings. Among those who remained were
some of the descendants of Sanctified People who had not
sought and obtained the blessing of Sanctification.
During the course of the early 1940s there were several
deaths among the remaining Sanctified People. Ray Smith
was a popular and talented minister who was called upon to

travel back to Charleston from Wilmington, N.C., to conduct
several of these funeral services.
Upon these return trips Uncle Ray saw the gathering of
these 20-plus Sanctified People plus many unsanctified children and couples.
His heart yearned to see these children and young unsaved
cousins and friends Sanctified. The more he thought about
them, the more the Lord laid it on his heart to go back to
establish a permanent church. Aunt Sade had laid her hands
on him and May Esclavon in Wilmington in 1937, and he had
promised to help her in the Gospel with all his might. In 1943,
Aunt Sade passed away and there were several people of
leadership capability in the Wilmington church.
Therefore, Ray Smith and Rudolph and May Esclavon felt
free to pursue the leading of the Holy Spirit. Smith told the
Esclavons, “I’m going to Charleston if nobody goes with me.”
He traveled to several of the existing churches and
announced his intensions to establish a permanent church in
Charleston. This was a rather radical concept among his
peers in 1944. He appealed for prayers, support, and any who
were so led to join him in 1945, and quite a few did.
Besides those already living there, those who moved for the
expressed purpose of laboring in the vineyard of the Lord
with Smith and Esclavon in the first year were:
Marvin and Sally Cease
Leonard and Lola Mae Hagan
Mime and John Tuttle
Maxie and Penny Tuttle
Horace and Lilliette Curry
“Day-Day” Davis
Gussie Christy
Lou, Jimmy and Susie Gray
At a house meeting in the home of Dan and Fannie Mae
Chandler on July 17, 1945, five young people went to the
altar to seek forgiveness that night. The following night
these five were Sanctified namely Anna May and Billy Chandler, Floyd Hagan, Jack Esclavon and Margaret Ray. The

This photo of
the
Charleston
congregation
was taken
around 1963.
The
Sanctified
People are
pictured in
front of the
church that
was built in
1958 in
Hanahan,
South
Carolina.

crowd felt exceedingly blessed and could hardly wait for
the completion of the church building on Spruill Avenue
which was dedicated with a feast meeting on the second
Sunday of September 1945.
The little church housed a young vibrant spirit filled congregation that alternated its services between four church
services every week and country meetings in a tent or tabernacle at frequent intervals. Over the years, three portable
tabernacles were worn out in about 20 different locations
around Charleston. Many revivals were held with services
every night of the week. An addition to the Spruill Avenue
church contained four Sunday school classrooms.
By 1958, the Charleston church had outgrown those facilities and needed a larger church which was constructed in
Belvedere Estates of Hanahan.
Over the years, many people have been a part of the local
church and the following list attempts to include all who
were there between 1945 and 1995:
Tamara Hanratty Aber
Charles & Gladys Atkins

Charles & Marilyn Aiken
Charles Aiken, Jr.
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Faith Aiken
Patricia Rogers Alexander
Dale Allen
Jackie Anderson
Paul & Pat Arceneaux 1965-1966
John Atchison
Debbie Atchison
Tom Atchison
Gladys Lee Atkins
Cleveland & Doris Authement
-1969-1973
Brent Authement - 1969-1973
0.G. & Delia Bates 1961-1964
Bobby Barker - 1974-1975
Johnny Lee Barker 1966-1967
Cindy Cease Baranowski 1959-1990
Nettie Beard
Brenda Esclavon Bentley
Kelly & Ginger Bentley
Diedra Benton
Chuck & Janet Bishop - 1993
Chip Bishop - 1990-1994
J.C. Bishop - 1993
Harvey & Doris Bishop
Nola Blaylock
Becky Boisiert
Bernie Lewis Bonner 1953-1%5
Bill Bonner
Carroll Bonner - 1970-1983
June Bonner
Myrtis Boswell
Delia Bradley
Tania Fulmer Boyer
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Ben & Nancy Brush 1959-1%3
Cindy Brush - 1959-1963
Joey Brush - 1959-1963
Bert Brush - 1958-1963, 1965
Cindy Brush - 1987
Edgar Brush - 1958-1963,
1966-1992
Sylvia Brush - 1966-1982
Bonnie Brush - 1966-1992
Trey Brush
Dona Brush - 1958
Steve Brush - 1958
Tommy Brush - 1958
Nancy Burkhart
Gloria Woods Butler
Tammy Martin Barnes 1964-1981
Claudia Slayton Berry
Minnie Brush - 1959-1963
Bobby & Margarete Call 1971-1979
David Caddell - 1992
Bob Call, Jr. - 1969
Alice Gayle Call - 1969
Obie Call - 1968
John & Ruby Call
Robert Camp
Robin Smith Camp
Robert Camp
Carroll Cease - 1945
Dian Cease - 1964
Barry Cease - 1967-1992
Theresa Cease - 1970
Krisallyn Cease - 1979
Charlie & Costa Cease 1953-1957
Charlie Cease - 1945

Dottie Cease - 1945
Michael Cease - 1960
Jerry Cease - 1945
Lynn Cease - 1947
Jerry Cease Jr. - 1960
Marvin & Sally Cease - 1945
Billy Chandler - 1933
Martha Chandler - 1968
Gracie Chandler - 1971 Dan & Fannie Mae Chandler
C,D. & Vicky Chandler
D-W. Chandler
Ernie & Ima Chandler
Marty Chandler - 1968
Roy Chandler - 1940-1945,
1966
Paul & Bessie Cherry
Billy & Virgie Cherry
Tennie Cherry
Corbin & Savannah Cherry
Dorman & Christine Clark 1958-1967
Gordon Clark - 1955-1964
Gladys Clark - 1955-1990
Gussie Christy
Faye Williams Christley 1944-1950
Buddy Clelland
David Coffey - 1992
Jo Earl & Gail Collier 1957-1960
Jodi Collier
Bobby & Margaret Collier 1970-1971
Rob Collier - 1970-1971
Debbie Collier - 1970-1971
Melvin Collier - 1959-1994
Ina Collier - 1959

Wendy Martin Collier - 1969
Trudy Cease Collins 1962-1984
Lester & Rowena Click
Ricky Cook
Billy Cook
Nancy Curry Cook
Barbara Copeland 1962-1986
Glenn Copeland - 1962-1981
Anita Copeland - 1958-1981
David Copeland - 1980-1981
Paul & Mary Ellen Copeland 1962
Arthur Curry - 1947
Naomi Lewis Curry - 1953
Renee Curry - 1975
Todd Curry - 197 1 Rachel Comstock Curry 1995
Bobby (B.L.) Curry
Amos Lee Curry
Eddie Curry
Ralph Curry
Vivian Curry
Buddy Curry
Rufus Curry
Ronnie Curry
Warren Lee Curry
Larry Curry
Horace Curry - 1947-1990
Lilliette Curry - 1947
Horace Edward Curry - 1947
Ernma Jean Curry - 1945
Curtis Curry - 1958-1984,
1992
Lena Curry - 1980-1984,
1992

Kelly Curry - 1981-1984,
1992
Melinda Curry - 1983-1984,
1992
Jenny Curry - 1992
Cynthia Curry - 1970
Rufus & Jenny Curry
Delores Culver
Paul Culver
Jason Culver
Steven Culver
Louise (DayDay) Davis 1947-1965
Mary Chandler Davis
Grace Dickerson - 1968-1990
Tennia Call Dinkelbach
Edna Dutch
Johnny Dutch
Connie Dutch
Deidra Dutch
Fred & Mildred Esclavon
Nathan Esciavon
Jack & Zelma Esclavon
Mildred Esclavon
Gail Edwards
Jessie Lee Evans
Bobby Evans
Mary Foust
Carolyn Foust
Richard & Susan Fields
E.B. Funderburk - 1947-1974
Dot Funderburk - 1947
Wally Gabriele
Dollie Shrions Geary1966-1970,
1978
Ron Geary - 1988
Bill Gray - 1976-1978

Alma Parker Gray - 1970-1978
Billy & Carolyn Gray 1955-1957
Bill Gray III - 1955-1957
Callie Gray
Jimmy & Lou Gray
Susie Gray
Debbie Bonner Greenshield
George Grooms - 1963
Barbara Grooms - 1967
Jason Grooms - 1976
Dusty Grooms - 1963
Robin Cease Halbig - 1957
Kathleen Slayton Horton
Willie & Inez Hagan - 1%1
Willie Hagan Jr. - 1961-1971,
1988
Peggy Hagan - 1964-1971,
1988
Brad Hagan - 1988
Frankie Hagan - 1988
George Hagan
Eddie Hagan - 1961 Bernice Hagan - 1967
Alan Hagan - 1970
Tess Smith Hagan - 1993
Scott Hagan - 1972
Deana Hagan - 1995Levy & Grace Hagan
Jimmy Hagan - 1969-1971
Paul Hagan
Gary & Jackie Hagan
Floyd Hagan - 1945-1979
Naomi Hagan - 1954-1979
Kenneth Hagan - 1963 -1979
Leon Hagan - 1957-1979
Leonard & Lola Mae Hagan 1945

Jim & Doris Hanratty
Jim Hanratty
Harold & Millie Hazel 1965
Randy Hazel
Cheryl Harris
Sally Newberry Harvey
Ruth Lewis Hawkins
Jean Haynes
H.W. Helberg
Frederick Helberg
Doris Henson
Hosea & Clara Henson
Carlisle & Hazel Henson
Elner Holcomb
Marie Woods Hobbs 1983-1984
Lois Martin Hughes
Mike Hughes
Bubba Hutson - 1965
Buddy Hutson - 1965
Ina Collier Hutson - 1959
Ken Hutson - 1972-1988
Melissa Hutson - 1977
Betty Hutson - 1966
Rock Hutson - 1966
Sandie Hutson - 1965
Lamar & Charlotte Hutson
Bobby Jernigan - 1978-1981
Rob Jernigan - 1978-1993
Steve Jernigan - 1978-1994
Natalie Jernigan - 1978-1993
Jimmy Jester
Rolinda Jester
David & Lilly Jones
David Jones
John Jones
Mariam Jones
Jerilyn King Jordan

Lola Kaiser
Charles & Evelyn Kelly 1955
John Kelly - 1966-1994
Strip & Elsie Kelly 1962-1975
Titus & Lula Kinibrell
James King - 1958
Julie Ann Evans King - 1951 Jimmy King - 1960
Jeffrey King - 1962
Jerilyn King - 1964
Julie King - 1966
Johnathan King - 1968
Clyde King - 1974
Willie King - 1974-1995
Emma Lou & Watson Knight
Jermene Curry Koester - 1962
John & Jewel Krajovic
Steve Kramer
Nita Holly Kuck
Beverly Lewis Lagette
Faye Earl Rogers Laidlaw
Freddie Laird
Roy Laird
Roxanne Laird
Bob Lamons - 1971 Patricia Collier Lamons 1959
Melanie Lamons - 1978
Kimberly Lamons - 1982
Harry 0. Lee
Eba & Elodie Lewis 1953-1990
Paul & Grace Lewis
Roland Lewis
Michelle Heiberg Looper
Sandy Call McFadden
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Cheri Chandler Mahaffey 1966
Sue Funderburk Manning
Vaden Marcus - 1963-1968
Katherine Marcus
Francis Manderini
Curtis Martin - 1964
Emily Ware Martin - 1966
Dunc & Edith McElvaney
Eldwood McClammy 1954-1965
Peachie McClammy 1954-1993
Larry McClammy - 1954
David McClammy
Florence McCormick
Carolyn Smith McDowell 1950
Margaret Ann Collier Merritt 1970-1971
Chuck Merritt III
Millie Miller
Gene Mitchell - 1993-1994
Andy & Emily Morach
George & Dot Murphy 1977-1984
Doug Murphy - 1970-1988
Gail Woods Murphy 1979-1988
Phillip Murphy - 1961 Jo Ann Riggs Murphy - 1946
Phil Murphy - 1965
Kevin Murphy - 1968
Allison Murphy - 1971 Jerry Murphy
Clyde Murphy
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Carol Ann Murphy
Fanny Murphy
Sandra Murphy
Wally & Ruthie Jean Oxner 1960-1961
Janice Bonner Norman 1965-1981
Mike Painter
Britton Parker - 1970-1977
Alice Parker - 1970-1979
Cleo Patterson - 1949-1971
Barry Pidgeon
Julie Pidgeon
Josette Pidgeon Weiss
Dorothy Pike
Jan Funderburk Pitsor
Elmond Pollard
Shuford & Ruth Price
Jim Price
Henry Price - 1945-1948
Mary McClammy Rabel
Clearance, Bessie & Margaret
Ray
Cecil Ray
Luther Ray
Ruby Ray
Bob & Polly Reese
Bobby Reese
Kippy Reese
Randy Reese
Cliff Reese
Mark Reese
Anna Mae Chandler Rickards
-1932-1950
Bill & Sadie Riggs
Buddy Riggs

Charlie& Lottie Riggs

Mildred Rooke

Charles & Samie Riggs -

Horace Rooke

1986

Tommy Rooke

Diane Riggs - 1986

Hollis Rooke

Roy Riggs

Buddy Rooke - 1939

Ernie Riggs - 1946-1951

Henry Rooke

Jean Riggs - 1946

Tappy Rooke

Mary Nell Roach

Sonja Cease Sayles -

Randy Roach - 1972-1995
Dawn Barker Roach 1989-1995
Daniel Roach - 1989-1995

1964-1992
Garland Simons - 1968-1991
Catherine Chandler Simons 1945-1946, 1967-1990

Stephanie Roach - 1990-1995

Chuck & Bonnie Simons

Michelle Roach - 1992-1995

Chuckie Simons

Byron Roach

Angie Simons

Karen Taff Roach - 1962

Terry Simons - 1968-1977

Gideon Roach - 1990

Patty Simons - 1977

Heather Roach - 1962

Gail Authement Slappey -

Doug Roan
Linda Price Roan
Linda Hagan Robuck 1945-1966

1969-1971
Roy & Agnes Slappey 1949-1951
Roy Slappey - 1950-1952

Gloria Cease Rodgers - 1955

Tommy Slappey - 1949-1951

Travis Rodgers - 1976

Wayne Slappey - 1950-1951

Tamara Rodgers - 1978

Charlie Slappey

Micky Rodgers - 1970

Thomas & Ella Slappey

Ricky Rodgers

Jill Funderburk Smeltzer

Faye Rogers - 1977

Beverly Downs Smith

Tracey Martin Rogers -

Jimmy & Patsy Smith

1967-1981

Donnie Smith - 1944

David Roof

Donnie Smith, Jr.

Lorraine Curry Roof - 1964

Terri Smith

Charlie Rooke - 1928

Tina Smith

Ruby Rooke - 1968

Ray & Eula Smith - 1945

Horace Rooke Sr. - 1928

Ray Smith - 1946

Ruth Smith - 1944
Dorothy Jean Freeman Smith
- 1948-1975
Ray Smith III - 1950-1976
Freeman Smith - 1954-1981
Mark Smith - 1951-1989
Mandy Grooms Smith 1973-1995
Winks Snowden
Dorothy & Clarence Stamey
Irby Stamey
Ann Stamey
Cheryl Stamey
Dale Stamey
Gail Stamey
Gerald Stamey
Evelyn Ruth Price Stewart 1946-1948
Johnny & Sue Sullivan
Edgar Tarr - 1956
Jeanette Tarr - 1945
Ed Tarr - 1957
Julie Tarr
Christy Tarr - 1982
Joshua Tarr - 1989
Estelle Tarr
Sherrie Cease Todd - 1955
Justin Todd
Brandon Todd
Raymond Trotter
John Tuttle - 1945
Mime Tuttle - 1945-1987
Maxie Tuttle - 1946-196’ )
Pennie Tuttle - 1946-1960
J.R. Vaughn
David Vaughn

Millie Rooke Waite
Karon & Judy Walker
Richard & Pearl Walker 1968-1977
Sammy Walkcr - 1968-1977
Richard Walker Jr. 1968-1977
Peggy Walker - 1973-1980
Denise Murphy Walsh 1964-1986
Herston & Juanita Ware 1967-1993
Richilieu Weeks
Freddie Wehunt - 1975-1977,
1990
Martha Walker Wehunt 1970-1977, 1990
Shannon Wehunt - 1990
LaWanna Welch - 1962-1968,
1992
Marc Welch - 1992 June Westmoreland
Sheila McClammy White
Debbie McClammy Williams
Edward Williams - 1944-1950,
1973-1977
Ruthie Williams - 1973-1977
Eddie Williams - 1973-1977
Jay Williams - 1973-1977
Lottie Williams - 1944-1950
Eva Williams
Mary Woliver
Charles (Bunkie) & Jean
Woliver

WEDDINGS
Dora Virginia Chandler & Willie Edgar Rodgers, Jr.
The first couple to be married in our church here in
Charleston.
Willie & Dora Rodgers - October 14,1945
Garland & Catherine Simons - February 24,1946
Jerry & Lynn Cease - June 18, 1954
Edgar & Jeanette Tarr - April 13, 1955
Horace & Emma Jean Curry - October 4, 195 8
James & Julie Ann King - September 12,1959
Phillip & JoAnn Murphy - June 16,1962
H. W. & Lois Heiberg - May 3,1963
Tommy & Bernie Bonner - June 12,1965
Willie & Peggy Hagan - May 21, 1966
Frankie & Linda Robuck - September 10, 1966
Buddy & Ina Ruth Hutson - December 3, 1966
Arthur & Naomi Curry - November 2, 1968
Hugh & Lawanna Welch - December 7,1968
Bobby & Dollie Jernigan - November 14,1970
Alton & Cleo Patterson - February 20, 1971
Bob & Patricia Lamons - June 12,1971
LaRoy & Gail Slappey - July 3, 1971
Larry & Joan Curry - January 27, 1973
Micky & Gloria Rodgers - June 23, 1973
Bill & Alma Gray - March, 1976
Sammy & Ellen Walker - September 3,1977
Dan & Janice Norman - November 21, 1981
Glenn & Anita Copeland - December 2,1978
Jerry & Trudy Collins - September 22, 1984
Ty & Mandy Smith - September 16,1995
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SANCTIFIED
(This list was taken primarily from records kept by Sis. May. There have been no records kept since her death so this list is not complete.)

Anna Mae Chandler
(Rickards) - 1945
Billy Chandler - 1945
Margaret Ray - 1945
Jack Esclavon - 1945
Floyd Hagan - 1945
Dunk & Edith McElvaney 1945
Fannie Johnson - 1946
Jean Riggs - 1946
Bettie Morris - 1946
Nita Holly - 1946
Jimmy Holly - 1946
Ruth Clark - 1946
Dorothy Cook Cease - 1946
Irene Sullivan - 1946
Wallace Sullivan - 1946
Edith McElvaney - 1946
Fred Esclavon - 1947
Edith Marcus - 1947
Elizabeth Vaughn - 1947
E.B. Funderburk - 1948
Vaden Marcus - 1948
Mildred Esclavon - 1948
Carroll Cease - 1948
Mary Chandler Davis - 1948
Jean Henson- 1948
Dan Henson - 1948
Charlie Cease - 1949
Harvey Bishop - 1949
Doris Bishop - 1949
Horace Edward Curry - 1950
Junior Mixson - 1950
Jeanette Tuttle Tarr - 1950
Lynn Funderburk - 1950
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Edna Henson - 1950
Bettie Mae Vaughn - 1951
Jessie Lee Evans - 1951
Julie Ann Evans King - 1952
Mr. Evans - 1952
Cleo Hall Patterson - 1952
Arthur Curry - 1952
Dale Allen - 1952
Lilliette, Esclavon - 1952
Charlie Rooke - 1953
John Wesley Jones - 1953
Bernie Lewis Bonner - 1953
Emma Jean Hagan Curry 1953
Mr. Boyd - 1953
Billy Evans - 1954
Billy Bird - 1954
Grandpa Evans - 1954
Grandma Evans - 1954
Shirley Fagon - 1954
Barbara Henson - 1954
Tommy Funderburk - 1954
Mr. Hodges - 1954
Rachel Axon - 1954
Myrtle Eadie - 1954
Jan Funderburk Pitsor - 1954
Jill Funderburk Smeltzer 1954
Brenda Esclavon - 1955
Gordon Clark - 1955
Gladys Clark - 1955
Winks Snowden - 1955
“Smoky” Carter - 1956
Alfred Morris - 1956
Peggy Henson- 1956

Naomi Lewis Curry - 1956
Rufus Curry - 1956
Frank Atkins - 1956
Gladys Atkins - 1956
Charles Kelly - 1956
Gladys Fitt - 1957
Jerry King Fitzgerald - 1957
Francis Hagan - 1957
Lee Hagan - 1957
Cecil Foust - 1957
Ramona Christopher - 1957
Johnny Fin - 1957
Joe Earl Collier - 1957
Evelyn Kelly - 1958
Edgar Brush - 1958
Jo Ann Riggs Murphy - 1958
Carolyn Smith - 1958
Larry McClammy - 1958
Pat McClammy - 1958
Ernest Atkins - 1958
Sue Funderburk Manning 1958
Donnie Smith - 1958
Fred McCutchin - 1958
Shirley Andrews - 1958
Dorsey Regwald - 1958
Ina Ruth Collier Hutson 1958
Janice Bonner - 1958
Patsy Walker - 1958
Diane Walker - 1958
Mary McClammy - 1958
Millie Rooke Waite - 1959
Donny Henson - t958
Betty Mae McCutchen - 1958

Lois Martin Hughes - 1958
Peggy Henson - 1958
Barbara Blalock - 1958
Millard Roger - 1958
Merle Roger - 1958
Mary Ester Koger - 1958
Nancy Brush - 1958
James King - 1958
Walter Foster - 1959
Dorothy J Smith - 1959
Linda Hagan Robuck - 1959
Baynard Evans - 1959
Arthur Curry - 1959
Cheryl King - 1959
Lucille Driggers - 1959
Peggy Henson - 1959
Albert Evans - 1959
Pearl Langdale - 1960
Jimmy Holly - 1960
Roy Riggs - 1960
Shirley Flagon - 1960
Warren Lee Curry - 1960
Larry Curry - 1960
Nancy Curry Cook - 1960
Connie Dutsch - 1960
Francis McCutchen - 1.960
Alfred Lee - 1960
Fera Stewart - 1960
Delores Evans - 1960
Alton Mixson - 1960
Carolyn Smith - 1960
Joanie Clark - 1960
C.D. Chandler - 1961
Lena Henson - 1961
Richelou Weeks - 1961

Chick Evans - 1961
Edward Hagan - 1961
Dorothy Stamey - 1962
Irby Stamey - 1962
Patricia Collier Lamons 1962
Ann Stamey - 1962
Gail Statney - 1962
Clarence Stamey - 1962
Bill Quarrels - 1962
Helen Quarrels - 1962
Buddy Hutson - 1962
Polly Reese - 1963
Sue Cady - 1964
Paul Lewis - 1964
Robert Reese - 1965
Jim Shanklin - 1965
Peggy Shanklin - 1965
Curtis Curry - 1967
Anita Hagan Copeland 1969
Glenn Copeland - 1968
Barbara Copeland - 1968
Sherrie Cease Todd - 1968
Ed Tarr - 1968
Sammy Walker - 1968
Richard Walker Jr. - 1968
Robin Cease Halbig - 1968
Cindy Cease Baranowski 1968
Jerry Cease Jr. - 1968
Ricky Cook - 1968
Martha Ann Fitt - 1968
Johnnie Fitt - 1968
Julia Reynolds - 1968
Doris Walker - 1968
Kenneth Walker - 1968
David Walker - 1968

Sheila Bonner - 1968
Micky Rodgers - 1970
Debbie Evans - 1970
Randy Roach - 1972
Josh Simons - 1978
Chuck Simons - 1980
Bonnie Simons - 1980
Bob Call Jr.
Diane Call
Roy Laird
Freddie Laird
Roxanne Laird
Jay Ward
Steve Kramer
Mary Nell Roach
Byron Roach
C.D. Chandler
Vicky Chandler
Angie Simons
Robert Camp
Ruby Call
Anita Call
Tina Call
Johnny Lynn Call
Wally Villa
David Roof
Mike Painter
John Krajovik
David Roach Sr.
Robin Smith
Melissa Hutson
Jason Grooms
Kimberly Lamons
Chip Bishop - 1992
Melanie Lamons - 1992
Deborah Simons ~ 1994
Ben Mitchell - 1994

Tradition Continues On Chincoteague
Christ’s Sanctified Church was born on Chincoteague
Island in Virginia, 1892. Over 112 years later, the same spirit
that created the church was still living on the island.
In accordance with the focus of the church at the time,
most of the original members left the island shortly after
they became Sanctified to preach the gospel of holiness to
other places. The few Sanctified People that were left worshipped in their houses. In 1903 a group of them decided to
build a church. They bought a piece of property from Parker
and Addie Jester for $25. The following were the trustees for
Sanctified
People have
been worshipping in
the
Chincoteague
church for
over 100
years.

Floyd Hagan
stands next to
the historical
marker at the
Chincoteague
church.

the church: William J. Collins, Elijah Brasure, John W. Jones,
Alongo Tarr, Dan Bishop, James
Jones, George Scott, Charles B.
Merritt and J.S. Bowden. They
held regular services in the
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Nannie Hudson, George Carter, Maggie Carter, Hester van Peterson, Glais Bowden, Ada
Hudson, Emma Merritt, John Collins, Mary Hudson - Norris Hudson, Mary Lou Magee,
Elizabeth Tarr, Sarah Hill, Hester Merritt Brown, Kate Cooper, Lou Gray, Mary Tarr, Anna
Bloxon, Anna _______, Betty Jester, Anna Derrickson, Roda Powell, Harry Hudson, Joe
Hill, Lillie Hill, Ervin T. Lidell, Lynn Tarr, Alice Tarr, Hattie Birch, Elizabeth Jester, Mannie
Martin - John Martin, George Gray, Oliver Jester, Albert Martin, Dora Tarr, Fanny Snead,
Mariah Collins, Will Collins, Josh Reed, Elmer Merritt, Edna Collin Lynch, Manie Bowden,
Mattie _______, Webster Burgess, Gertrude Jester, ______ Lewis, Jane Tarr, Elmer
Watson, Billie Hickman, Paul Hickman, Joe Reed, Annias Tingle, ______ Jones, Rufus
Burgess, John Martin, Curtis Bloxom, Bias Cooper, Victor _______, (1920-24).

church from that date and by 1920 they had a membership
of 50 members.
There came a Rev. Ervin Thomas Liddell who was a former
pastor of the Union Baptist Church who claimed to get Sanctified in a hotel room in Philadelphia, Pa., and joined with the
Sanctified People. After a while he began to preach an opinion
or doctrine at variance with Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church
doctrine and was told he could not preach anymore in the
church. From that he left and took with him 40 members. He,
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with the forty members, went about a mile from the church
and they built a church called the Tabernacle. It was not long
before he left the island and the church was dissolved.
There were about 10 members who stayed faithful to
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church. They were William and
Mariah Collins, Elijah and Hester Brasure, Sale and Ida
Doughty, Minnie Merritt, Maggie Jester, Anna Bloxon and
Elizabeth Jester. This small group held Sunday school and
services every Sunday morning. In 1932, Brother Josh and
Stell Tarr moved from Birmingham, Ala., to Chincoteague
and did their best to help build the Chincoteague congregation. He convinced Will Collins to wire the church so they
could hold Sunday night services. Previously, those meetings
were held by kerosene lamplight.
In 1936, Harry J. Collins Sr. was Sanctified and soon afterward Charles W. Collins Sr. was Sanctified and they began
regular services. The Sanctified People from the Norfolk, Va.,
church along with the Omar, Del., church would visit the
island church on weekends to help with the services.
In Norfolk, Va., in October 1939, Will Collins passed away
during an evening service saying, “I want to be with my people.” From his passing a great revival began on Chincoteague
and many souls were Sanctified.
In 1943, the church purchased the old Methodist Protestant
Church on Church Street. It was being used as a lunch room
for the school. They remodeled it to suit the way that they
worshipped. They held services in it until some members
moved from the island and some passed away. They sold
that building in 1963. The members then started their services
in the little church up the island.
The Chincoteague church and the Omar, Del., church held
services jointly in the towns of Greenbackville, Va., Stockton,
Md., Iron Shire, Md., Taylorville, Md., Girtletree, Md., and
Showell, Md., and they held tent meetings on Chincoteague.
At these meetings many were Sanctified.
Since 1990, Brother Dewey Tarr has been holding Sunday
school every Sunday morning. The Sunday school class holds
an annual feast meeting in October.

Columbia Church Has 60-Year History
At the close of World War II in the fall of 1945 a group of
Sanctified People moved from Mobile, Ala., and Spartanburg,
S.C., to establish a church in Columbia, S.C. The leaders at
that time were Bro. Robert Hartsfield and Sis. Jessie Sullivan.
Among the first arrivals were Frank and May Barker, Ovelton
and Bessie Collier, Tom and Virginia Bonner, T.F. and Evelyn
Barker, Johnnie and Helen Barker, Otho and Beatrice Cox,
Bennie and Auline Martin, O.G. and Della Bates, Marshall
and Dilla Price, Frank and Jennie Robuck, Charlie and Rither
Riggs, Charlie and Costa Cease, Luther and Dixie Busbee,
Hubert and Nellie Brooks, Brady and Mildred Watts, and Ashley and Minnie Cross.
They soon built a wood framed building to worship in, and
after a few years enlarged and remodeled it to the present
church it is today.
In their efforts to spread the Gospel of Sanctification they
have held services in over 25 different places in tabernacles,
tents and store buildings. One of these places that many were
Sanctified was in Bro. Jake Temples house near Saluda, S.C.
In another place called Sawyerdale, in a store building the
Tooles, Jumpers, and many others were Sanctified after
weeks of services.
Some of the places where they held meetings:
An old store building in Pelion
Devil’s Backbone at Lake Murray
A field near the Temples’ home
Grandpa Temples’ home
Three different locations in Swansea, S.C.
Sumter Highway
A store building in Sawyerdale (1954)
A school house in Sawyerdale
A school house in Peak
An old church in Peak
A tabernacle in Leesville (1951 or ’52)
Charleston Highway below Sandy Run

The Columbia
folks have
met at this
site for over
55 years.

A traffic circle on Highway 378
(two times)
No. 6 Highway off of Highway
215 toward Swansea
Cross Anchor
Batesburg on property in shopping center owned by Lee
Jernigan
Wagener in Town Pavilion
Bro. Joseph and Sis. Beatrice Clelland moved to Columbia,
S.C., in the year of 1949. He was a wonderful help in providing these services, and he later became a leader after Sis.
Jessie Sullivan moved to be with her daughter, after being
the leader of the Columbia Church for 41 years. Bro. Joseph
Clelland and Bro. Frank Barker were the leaders of the
Columbia Church until Bro. Frank passed away. Following
the illness of Bro. Joseph Clelland in 1991, Bro. Harry Collins
became the leader, and one year later Sis. Faye Christley
became a Co-leader with him. Through the years, leaders
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Feast meeting
in the 50’s.
“Dinner on
the ground.”

such as Bro. Robert Hartsfield, Sis. Jessie Sullivan, Bro.
Frank Barker, Bro. Joseph Clelland, Bro. Harry Collins, Sis.
Faye Christley, and the entire congregation have helped
approximately 675 people that were affiliated with the
Columbia Church, for over these 60 years.

The Church has five services a week and an annual
Mother’s Day feast meeting since its beginning.
We cannot tell of all the blessings that God has blessed the
Columbia Church, as he has with all our Churches since the
founding of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church in 1892.

Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church
Columbia, South Carolina
From 1945 to the Present, November, 2002
Joyce Alsup
Edna Alsup
Mary Alsup
Jack Alsup
Leonard Alsup
Catherine Alsup
Roy Alsup
James P. Andrews
Marjorie Andrews
Clay Arceneaux
Clara Arceneaux
Wally Arceneaux
Flora Arceneaux
Betsy Arceneaux
Paul Arceneaux
Patsy Arceneaux
Cliff Arceneaux
Clay Arceneaux
Allen Arceneaux
Cecile Arceneaux
Allen Arceneaux, Jr.
Jackie Arceneaux
Sharon Arceneaux
Diane Bailey
Wallace Bailey
Elva Bailey
Crystal Bailey
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Bobby Bailey
Charles Baker
Martha Ann Baker
Vicki Baker
Jimmy Barber
Jeannie Barber
Johnathan Barber
Bro. Frank Barker
Sis. Mae Barker
Willis Barker
Susie Barker
Johnnie Lee Barker
Virginia Barker
J. J. “Johnny” Barker
Rhoda Barker
Helen Barker
Mary Helen Barker
Johnetta Barker
T. F. Barker, Jr.
Evelyn Barker
Flora Barker
Shirley Andrews Barker
Bobby Barker
Peggy Barker
Ray Basham
0. G. Bates
Delia Bates

0. G. Bates, Jr.
Elizabeth Bates
Patricia Bates
Bobby Bates
Russ Beck
Lillie Beck
Buddy Beck
Mary Beck
Ruby Beck
Walter Beck
Allen Beck
Angie Beck
Sylvia Beck
William Beecham
Charlotte Beecham
Maude Bittick
Thurmond Blair
Dortha Blair
Yvonne Blair
Alfred Blair
Tom Bonner
Virginia Bonner
Janice Bonner
Teresa Bonner
Sheila Bonner
Ernest 0. Britt
Vanise Britt

Hubert Brooks
Nellie Brooks
Arch Brooks
Virginia Brooks
A. J. Brooks
Ernestine Brooks
Janet Brooks
Gary Brooks
Cynthia Brooks
Teresa Brooks
Neal Brooks
Joe Brooks
R. C. Brooks
Lucille Brooks
Marie Cross Brooks
James Brown
Costa Brown
Jimmy Brown
Calvin Brown
Sandy Merritt Brown
Calvin Brown, Jr.
Louie Bryan
Lillian Bryan
Freddie Bryan
Luther Busbee
Dixie Busbee
Gene Busbee

Billy Busbee
Nettie Busbee
Obed Call
Rebecca Call
John Call
Ruby Call
Joe Camp
Jimmie Camp
Buddy Camp
Bill Camp
Kathy Camp
Dougie Camp
Erin Camp
Sadie Camp
Douglas Camp
David G.”Gilp” Carter
Eliza Carter
Oscar Causey
Charlie Cease
Costa Cease
Buddy Chauvin
Louise Chauvin
Louise Chauvin
Jackie Andrews Chauvin
Gladys Chauvin
Harry Chauvin
Carole Louise Chauvin
Ted Chauvin
Trina Chauvin
Preston Chauvin
Alyssa Chauvin
Corbin Cherry
Savannah Cherry
Jerry “Jr.”Cherry
Donnie “Chris” Christley
Fay Williams Christley

Donnie Christley, Jr.
Steve Christley
Karen Christley
Karen Dooley Christley
Chad Christley
Dillon Christley
Randy Christley
Terry Christley
Nicki Christley
Dorman Clark
Christine Clark
Joan Clark
Bro. E. Joseph Clelland, Sr.,
Leader
Sis. Beatrice Clelland
Bertie Jo Clelland
Buddy Clelland
Eddie F. Clelland
Terry Lee Clelland, Sr.
Lester Click
Rowena Click
Harriett Click
Jan Click
Ray Cockrell
Alice Temple Cockrell
Steven Cockrell
Justin Cockrell
Christin Cockrell
Kayley Cockrell
Savannah Cockrell
Georgia Cockrell
Bessie Collier
Ovelton Collier
Joe Earl Collier
Gail Clark Collier
Melvin Collier

Ina Collier
Ina Ruth Collier
Patricia Ann Collier
Melvin Gene Collier
Elwood Collier
Tissie Collier
Charles Collier
Jo Ann Collier
Cheryl Collier
Elwood Collier, Jr.
Charlotte Collier
Tommy Collier
J. T. Collier
Harry Collins, III
Robin Collins
Will Collins
Katie Collins
Stacey Collins
Bro. Harry Collins, Jr.,
Current Leader
Dot Collins
Denny Collins, Sr.
Kitty Collins
Denny Collins, Jr.
Nancy Collins
Jerry Collins
Trudy Collins
Sabrina Collins
Jeremy Collins
Frances Collins
Bobby Collins, Jr.
Shirley Merritt Collins
Grace Conant
Jackie Corbitt
Margie Corbitt
Otho Cox

Beatrice Cox
Billy Cox
Betty Cox
Mary Cox
Ruth Cox
Mildred Cox
Ruth Cox
Mr. Crim
Ashley Cross
Walter Cross
Rachel Cross
Pam Cross
Clair Cross
Jack Cross
Clara Cross
George Cross
Woodrow Cross
Norman Cross
Arthur Curry
Lorraine Curry
Jennene Curry
Anita Davis
Fred Davis
Tommy Davis
Derrell Davis
Hembree Davis
Lola Davis
Hembree Davis, Jr.
Alvin Davis
Barbara Davis
Ramsey Davis
Greta Davis
Johnny Dempsey
Ocie Mae Dempsey
Clarence Downs
Eula Downs
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Marian Downs
Beverly Downs
Jeanette Downs
Lawrence Downs
Beulah Bell Downs
Ruth Downs
D. B. Durden
Mattie Durden
D. B. Durden, Jr.
Connie Dupree
Hazel Dupree
Charlie Dymock
Debbie Dymock
Tess Dymock
Jodie Collier Eish
Jim Eish
Aaron Eish
Gabrielle Eish
Tim Ellis
Tim Ellis
Doris Ellis
Jason Ellis
Kathleen Ellis
Debbie Essel
Ashley Essel
Glenn Essel
Stacey Essel
Enos Foust
Mary Foust
Harley Gallop
Jeanine Gallop
Bill Gray
Ellen Gray
Billy Gray
Carolyn Gray
Gloria Gray
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Wayne Gray
DeAnne Gray
Zane Gray
Barry Gray
Bill Gray, Jr.
Edward Greer
Kathy Griffin
Luna Gulledge
Pearl Gunter
Floyd Hagan
Lillie Hagan
Ed Hagan
Nettie Hagan
Levy Hagan
Grace Hagan
Joe Hagan
Paul Hagan
Jimmy Hagan
Lois Hagan
Lavolia Handly
Elmer Handly
Dell Handly
Gail Handly
Watt Handly
Judy Handly
Bro. Robert Hartsfield,
Leader
Sis. Ella Hartsfield
Aldred Hatfield
Lillie Gray Hatfield
W. D. Hatfield
Henrietta Hatfield
Sonja Hatfield
Gene Hatfield
Larry Hatfield
Wesley Hatfield

Janice Hatfield
Kay Hatfield
Richard Hatfield
Charles Hatfield
Gerald Hutto
Ross Hutto
Larry Hatchell
Rudy Headen
Hal Heber
Yuvanee Hooker
Ann Hooker
Buster Hooker
Wayne Hooker
Corrine Hooker
Michael Hopkins
Beth Gray Hopkins
Ethan Hopkins
Amelia Hopkins
Gerald Hutto
Ross Hutto
Cherry James
Enzie Jeffcoat
Ervin Jernigan
Jessie Jernigan
Robert Jernigan
Charlotte Jernigan
Bobby Jernigan
Sharon Jernigan
Rocky Johnson
Gussie Johnson
Roland Johnson
Rosiland Johnson
Ethel Jones
Lester Jones
Jackie Jones
John Jones

Ezra Jumper
Pearly Jumper
Freddie King
Edna Mae King
Jo Ann King
Dale King
David King
Sheila Kolb
Lewis Kolb
Manning Kolb
Bob Lamons
Bodie Lamons
Linda Lamons
Tim Lamons
Terri Lamons
Kayla. Lamons
Cole Lamons
Eva Lamons
Carl Lee Lamons
Norman Langston
Sara Langston
Norman Langston, Jr.
Wendy Langston
Dalton Cooper Langston
Amy Langston
Jewel Langston
Nora Lindley
Evelyn Lisle
Charlotte Ann Lisle
Junior Littlefield
Brian Lovett
Bobby Lynch
Ester Lynch
Bennie Martin
Auline Martin
Paul Martin

Mary Martin
Doris Martin
Wayne Martin
Kyle Martin
Jennifer Martin
Dorothy McCullum
Alberta McCorvey
Betty Mae McCutcheon
Tommy McCutcheon
Mr. McGill
Mrs. McGill
Dale McDaniel
Lois McLendon
Josh Merritt
Amy Merritt
Hattie Merritt
Tim Merritt
Mae Tim Merritt
Fred Merritt
Louise Merritt
Paul P. Merritt, Jr.
Hazel Clelland Merritt
Barbara Miller
George Henry Miller
Helen Miller
James Minnick
Frances Minnick
Bonnie Clelland Moore
Doris Moore
Gerry Murphy
Fannie Murphy
Sandra Murphy
Carol Ann Murphy
Clyde Murphy
John Nelson
Cecil Newberry

Polly Newberry
Ken Newberry
Mike Newberry
Sally Newberry
Kelly Newberry
Benji Newberry
Randy Newberry
Greg Newberry
Johnny Oxner
Wally Oxner
Ruthy Jean Oxner
Vicki Oxner
Wyman Oxner
Barbara Collins Pace
Clint Parnell
Walter Parnell
Bannie Patterson
Kenny Patterson
Emma Patterson
Joyce Cross Perry
Marshall Price
Dilla Price
Ruth Price
Frankie Price
Ralph Price
Nancy Price
Judy Price
Dora Price
Irene Quinn
Suzanne Oxner Renshler
Julia Reynolds
Charlie Riggs
Rither Riggs
Randy Roach
Dawn Barker Roach
Daniel Roach

Stephanie Roach
Michelle Roach
Kelroy Robuck
Hattie Robuck
Mattie Robuck
Frank Robuck, Sr.
Jennie Robuck
Grace Robuck
Ross Robuck
Frank Robuck, Jr.
Donnie Robuck
Diane Robuck
Lloyd E. Robuck, Sr.
Katie Robuck
Lloyd E. Robuck, Jr.
Charlie Robuck
Pam Rodgers
Jackie Rodrigues
Wally Rodrigues
Ella Jean Rollins
Vernon Rollins
Tappy Rogers Rooke
Henry Rooke
Don Samol
April Samol
Leanne Samol
Erin Samol
Chris Seeling
Jan Shaw
Bernice Simons
Josh Simons
Clara Simons
Margie Simons Davis
Garland Simons
Katherine Simons
Chuck Simons

Terry Simons
Dolly Simons
Roy Slappy
Agnes Slappy
Laroy Slappy
Wayne Slappy
Tommy Slappy
Peggy Slappy
Charlie Slappy
Charles Slayton
Cloyd Slayton
Mae Slayton
Steve Slayton
Claudia Slayton
Kathleen Slayton
Louise Slayton
Willie Slayton
Lydia Slayton
Broadus Smith
Barbara Smith
Steve Smith
Terry Smith
Elizabeth Smith
James Smith
Danny Starnes
Aldaresa Starnes
Jeffrey Starnes
Justin Starnes
Jordan Starnes
Gay Steading
Gene Stewart
Doris Stewart
Ruth Stewart
P. K. Strickland
Naomi Strickland
Bro. Elliott Sullivan
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Sis. Jessie Sullivan, Leader
Albert Sullivan
Dot Sullivan
Wallace Sullivan
Irene Sullivan
John Sullivan
Pearl Tate
Jack Tate
Gere Ann Tate
Joe Teague
Kay Teague
Nicole Teague
Joey Teague
Jessica Teague
Bill Teague
Kristen Teague
Emily Teague
Erin Teague
Baby Teague
Shanna Teem
Tori Teem
Patterson Temple
Ersie Temple
Grady Temple
Kenny Temple
Robert Temple
David Temple
Jean Temple
Maurance Temple
Anthony Temple
Clark Temple
Tim Temple
Kelly Temple
Rachel Temple
Elizabeth Temple
Bazzie Temple
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Ola Temple
Jake Temple
Pam Temple
Noah Temple
Mary Temple
Hattie Todd
Betty Toole
Paul Toole
Ressie Toole
Miranda Toole
Irby Toole
Legare Toole
Johnny Toole
Jeannie Toole
Mandy Toole
Cindy Toole
Jay Toole
Melissa Toole
Jason Toole
Johnnie Toole
Lester Toole
Yvonne Toole
Donald Toole
Jimmy Tripp
Robin Tripp
Joe Vaughn
Martha Vaughn
Joe Albert Vaughn
Ann Vaughn
Debbie Vaughn
Jerry Wayne Vaughn
Ed Vest
Lizzie Vest
Kevin Vinson
Tracy Vinson
Ryan Vinson

Harvey Walker
Sally Walker
Frances Walker
Richard Walker
Pearl Brooks Walker
Sammy Walker
Richard Walker, Jr.
Naomi Walker
Harvey Walker, Jr.
Doris Walker
Kenneth Walker
Debbie Walker
David Walker
Karen Walker
Kelly Walker
Crystal Walker
Diane Walker
Charles Walker
Erlene Warren
Brady Watts
Mildred Watts
Eileen Watts
Joyce Watts
Leila Watts
Bob West
Jackie West
James E. “M” Whittingham
Janie Whittingham
Robbie Whittingham
J. E. Whittingham, Jr.
Tom Willet
Clarence Williams, Sr.
Marie Williams
Robert Williams
Ruby Williams
Sherry Williams

Joe Williams
Shelley Williams
Albert Williams
Clarence Williams, Jr.
Lynn Williams
Clarence Williams, III
Lottie Williams
Edward Williams
Ruth Hagan Williams
Eddie Williams
Sandra Williams
Elaine Williams
Jay Williams
Jessie Williams
Sid Williams
Paul Woods
Joe Woods
Linda Woods
Karl Wright
Mickey Wright
Karen Wright
Susan Wright
Scotty Wright
Warren “Stocky” Wright
Beverly Collins Wright
Meredith Wright
Whitney Wright
Brad
Mary Lou

Sanctified Folks Drawn To Evans
The community of Evans, Ga., experienced remarkable
growth during the second half of the 20th century. In 1950,
Columbia County was a rural area with a population of
9,525. When the century came to a close, that population
figure had jumped to 91,613.
Evans is approximately 20 miles from Augusta, Ga., and
most of the people who started the Evans church came from
Augusta. The original group included the families of Robert
and Lee Jernigan, as well as the Collier, Simons, Brush,
Dempsey, Miller, Mustin and Vaughn families. Those folks
were soon joined by the Arcenaux, Rogers and Cross families.
While those families formed the foundation for the Evans
church, they received considerable assistance for Sanctified
folks across the Southeast. The first step was taken when
the group purchased a lot at 136 North Belair Road. Then, a
small brick sanctuary was constructed. Approximately 50
volunteers from other communities came to Evans to help
build the church.
“Most of the work for the church was done during ‘weekend workdays,’” said Lily Miller. “The men would work on
the church, and the church ladies would serve a picnic style
lunch. In retrospect, all that work was actually a lot of fun.”
Once the church was built, the Evans crowd went about
trying to fill it. On Saturdays, the members would go doorto-door meeting the people in the community. They would
carry bubble gum for the kids, and informational flyers. The
next day, the Sanctified People would drive through those
same neighborhoods in school buses. They started with two
buses, and the program eventually grew to four buses. They
would fill up the buses with children, and head for the
church.
“Times are different now, but back then we had four
buses. We would go to the neighborhoods and introduce
ourselves, then we would come back the next day and the
kids would jump on the bus,” said Doris (Miller) Dempsey.

As a child, Hui Jin Kim
stepped onto one of those
buses. Years later, Kim
was Sanctified, and she
eventually went to medical school and became a
doctor.
Alicia Story was another bus rider who was The original church in Evans was
built in 1976.
touched by her experiences as a child.
“I was around seven when I started riding the Red bus
with Dan and Lily Miller,” Story remembered. “My father
worked for Dan. Then, we moved, but the church sent the
Blue bus to come and take us to Sunday school and church.
Then, my father’s worldly lifestyle became more important
to him than his children, and God sent Miss Lily to take care
of me so I became ‘family’ to all my adopted relatives at the
church. That’s when I became a bus worker. Mother and I
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current
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North Belair
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Sanctified
People in
Evans used
school buses
to reach out
to the community.

would go out every Saturday and hand out
flyers to the bus kids and picked up more
kids.
“With all due respect, I think I was the luckiest bus kid
ever and I know the bus ministry, by God’s hand, caused the
single most important event in my life by bringing me into
the family of God.”
All the outreach efforts led to expansions on North Belair
Road. In the following years, a kitchen, fellowship hall,
Sunday school rooms (in 1982), and a gym were all added to
the facility.

Greensboro Adds To North Carolina Legacy
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church has enjoyed a presence in
North Carolina for over 100 years. Some of the first evangelistic stops after the Sanctified People left Chincoteague were
on the coast of North Carolina. Meetings were held in communities such as Old Trap, Cannon’s Ferry and Piney Woods.
A crowd was located in Wilmington, N.C., in the late
90 • Local Churches Are Established

1930s, and that group gave birth to the idea of a central
headquarters for the church, a campground, a home for the
aged and a cemetery. There was also a Sanctified crowd in
High Point around the same time, and Rufus Curry led a
group to Charlotte in the 1950s.
In addition, a Sanctified church was established in Raleigh
in 1955. Seven years later, the majority of those folks
including Frank and Jennie Robuck, Don Robuck, Leon and
Ruthie Stewart, Shuford and Ruth Price, Henry Price, Linda
Price, Dale McDaniel, Hallie Jefferies,
Mildred and Ruth Cox, Hubert and
Elsie Brooks, Hattie Todd, Burnice
and Minnie Simons, Dan Norman,
Joe and Martha Vaughn, plus Jerry
and Joe Albert – moved on to
Memphis, Tenn.
The Sanctified People stayed in
the Memphis area for 13 years. They
united with several local people
(Lawrence and Mable Wilson, Lola
Rogers, Sister McKee and Brother
Wilbanks) who had been touched by a group of Sanctified
People who had visited the region previously. Over the
years, others came and joined the Memphis crowd, including Doug Roan, Belle and Gene Stewart; Otho and Beatrice
Cox and their children (Billy, Betty and Mary); T.F. and Evelyn
Barker and their daughter Flora; Robin and Pagie Walden
and their daughter Jannell; A.J. and Teen Brooks and their
children (Janet, Gary, Cynthia, Teresa and Debbie); Virginia
Hartsfield; Ina Cogar; Bernice and Peggy Walker; Floyd and
Nellie Forbes and their children (Carolyn and Reginald). In
addition, Diane Brooks married Don Robuck and joined the
congregation.
The Memphis crowd was evangelistic, and they held
meetings throughout the region in tents, portable tabernacles, store buildings, and just about anywhere they found
suitable. Among those Sanctified during this time were Roy
and Peggy Bennett. The group also reached into Arkansas

with their meetings, and four people (John and Lelia Chapin,
and Joe and Maude Chapin) were Sanctified in a store building in Missouri.
In 1975, the Memphis crowd decided that it was once
again time to move. Some of the Sanctified People returned
to North Carolina, landing in Asheville or Charlotte, while
others went to Augusta, Ga.
The move to Charlotte proved to be rewarding. The original group in the city included Leon and Ruthie Stewart and
their children (Leon and Cindy), Henry and Flora Price and
their children (Bonnie and Jeff), Shuford and Ruth Price, plus
Don and Diane Robuck and their children (Denise, Donnie,
David and Derek). The Charlotte crowd grew with the arrival
of Doug and Linda Roan and their children Wayne, Holly and
Kelly; Roy and Peggy Bennett and their children (Joy and
Rosh); Virginia Hartsfield; Jennie Robuck; Eugene and Belle
Stewart; Gary Collier; Becky Riggs; Sandy Bonner; Doug and
Ruth Camp; Ray and Alice Cockrell and their son Steven;
Gerry and Mary Anne Havlena and their daughter Kim;
Lacey and Dot Ansell and their daughter Theresa; plus Ray
and Carolyn Roan Basham and their children (Rowman,
Risha, Rhett and Roark).
The crowd was also bolstered for a short time by the presence of the White family (Johnny and Barbara and their children, Nicki and Travis), the Clark family (Danny and Linda,
plus their children, Bobby and Rickie) and the Plaisances
(Sidney and Bessie).
Initially, services in Charlotte were held in an old store
building. Every time the men stomped in that building, the
dust would come up through the cracks. When they shouted, the dust really flew! There was very little heat in the
building, so the children were wrapped in blankets during
the winter.
The group then began building a church in nearby
Pineville, and Sanctified folks from other cities came to help
with the project. During that period, an apartment building
was rented where they would hold meetings over the weekends. The visitors who were assisting with the construction

would sleep upstairs, and
they had some memorable meetings downstairs.
While in Charlotte, the
group continued to reach
out to local communities.
During one set of meetings in an old restaurant in When many members of the the
Greensboro crowd first moved to
Statesville, N.C., four peoNorth Carolina, they initially settled
ple – William and Dorothy in the Charlotte area and built this
Forbes, plus Ralph Forbes church in Pineville.
and Rosalyn Morrison –
were Sanctified.
In 1985, people in Charlotte started casting their gaze
toward Wilmington, N.C., where the children of some
Sanctified People lived. They began holding meetings in a
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in January of
1990.

when a group from Wilmington began a move to
Greensboro. The move was led by Leon Stewart, who had
spent time in each of the other three Sanctified communities
in North Carolina.
“We wanted something that was centrally located to our
crowd, and we had a lot of roots in North Carolina,” Stewart
explained. “Greensboro was centrally located for our crowd,
with churches in Norfolk, Columbia and Raleigh. Plus,
Greensboro is close to the campground.”

This portable
tabernacle
that was
originally
built in
Memphis and
later moved
to sites in
Arkansas.
The photograph was
taken in
Palestine,
Ark., in 1966.
The children
are, from left
to right, Leon
Stewart Jr.,
Mike Gregory
and Theresa
Ansell.
church they rented near where the children and grandchildren of Charlie and Ella Dillon lived. Those meetings were
Spirit filled, and they soon began to attract Sanctified folks
from other cities.
It was later learned that the pastor of the church that was
being rented had been to the altar when the Sanctified
People were in Wilmington years earlier. He said he was 14
years old at the time, and the experience changed his life. He
said he would never forget the singing and preaching of the
Sanctified People. The pastor eventually sold the church to
the Sanctified People, and it was remodeled to fit the
Sanctified manner of worship.
In 1986, the Sanctified People from Charlotte began their
move to Wilmington, and they were joined by folks from
other crowds. The spirit was very strong in their meetings,
and many people were Sanctified.
Three years after the Wilmington church was established,
the Tar Heel state gained its fourth Sanctified congregation
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In the beginning, the Greensboro crowd included the following people:
- Leon and Ruthie Stewart
- Leon and Kim Stewart
- Cindy Stewart
- Henry and Flora Price
- Bonnie Price
- Jeff Price
- Shuford and Ruth Price
- Gene and Belle Stewart
- Pearl Comstock
- Lilly Kofer
- Willie and Virginia Pierce
- Jennie Robuck
- Ray and Alice Cockrell, and their son Steven
- Gerry and Mary Anne Havlena, and their daughter Kim
- Ralph Forbes
- Reginald and Sandy Forbes, Andy and Priscilla
- Nellie Forbes
- Carolyn Forbes
Once the city was chosen, it was Leon’s wife, Ruthie, who
found the lot on Tower Road in central Greensboro. Then,
thanks to considerable assistance from the Sanctified folks
from Raleigh and Norfolk, a wonderful church with two
Sunday schoolrooms and bathrooms, as well as a kitchenette area was built in 100 days.
The new church enjoyed a memorable first meeting in
January of 1990 when Gene and Cindy (Stewart) Mustin

were married. That marriage brought Mustin to Greensboro,
and others followed. Rowman Basham married Kim
Havlena; Hal Spencer married Bonnie Price; Jeff Price married Rene Curry; Robert Jernigan married Carolyn Forbes;
Ralph Forbes married Kim Vintson Mason, who had three
children -Bonnie, Brad and Caitlin.
New arrivals in Greensboro included J.C. Bishop; Roark
Basham; Ola Temples; Don and Diane Robuck and their sons
(Donnie, David and Derek); Dot Ansell; Alicia Aston; and
Jared Skelton. Austin Peery got Sanctified in Greensboro and
moved to Raleigh after he married Elise Norman.
The Greensboro crowd also expanded thanks to the births
of Alex and Sara Stewart; Olivia, Emma and Gray Mustin;
Anna and Adam Spencer; plus Samantha Christley (the
granddaughter of Ralph and Kim Forbes).
During its first 13 years of worship, the Greensboro
church has been stable. While the congregation has been
small, attendance has been very good and the Spirit has
been strong.

Houma Roots Run To Blue Bayou
The history of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church is filled with
amazing stories about incredible revivals. None of those
gatherings left a stronger imprint than the revival at a place
known as Blue Bayou in Louisiana.
In 1898, Sarah Collins led a small group of Sanctified
People to Cajun country about 50 miles west of New Orleans.
When Collins arrived, she immediately drew a crowd. Initially,
the local people came out of curiosity. Few people in the area
had ever traveled outside the region, and, as Lucina Labat
Matherne said, “That lady had come from far, far away.”
Lucina was one of those who went to hear Collins speak,
and her story has been passed down to her family through
the years. Laura Owens, Lucina’s granddaughter, recently
recounted the story:
“My grandparents, Theles and Lucina Matherne, were

strict French Catholics who couldn’t
read a word of English. Lucina had
been a Catholic all of her life, but she
was unfulfilled. She was doing housework one day when
someone comes to the house and told her, ‘There is a
woman at Bayou Blue who is talking about the devil and
about heaven. This woman isn’t talking like a priest, and she
is scaring people!’
“Lucina said that she wanted to hear this woman talk, and
she told her husband, ‘If you don’t take me, I’ll go by myself.’
They had to paddle for 5-10 miles through the canals on
their skiff. The only other way to Bayou Blue was on a little
muddy road, but no one had cars back then.
“Lucina was saved that day when she heard Sarah Collins.
She returned home and started to tell all the Catholic people
that she had changed her way, that she had found something wonderful. Her parents were upset that she left the
Catholic faith, but the other people said, ‘She was a good
woman, but she’s better now, and she’s not letting up on
us.’”
Lucina was ordained as a minister by Collins in 1907, and
she brought many people into the church. Unfortunately, she
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Preliminary drawing of the sanctuary to be built in Houma, Louisiana.
was never able to convert her husband, who remained a
Catholic. In 1913, 31-year old Lucina suddenly became very
ill. On her deathbed, Lucina told her husband, “If you don’t
become Sanctified, I’m going to come back and pinch your
toes at night. I’m not going to leave you alone until you get
Sanctified.”
It was not an easy road for Theles Matherne, but he
became Sanctified in 1917 and he was later ordained as a
minister.
“My grandfather could barely read English at the time, but
he prayed to God because he wanted to be able to preach
the Bible in English,” Owens said. “When he was Sanctified,
he only had a French bible. He prayed and prayed for wisdom, and in no time he started learning to read an English
Bible, and he soon became an outstanding preacher.”
Matherne built a solid congregation of 20 members, but
when he passed away in 1931 it marked a difficult time for
the group. Six years later, a Sanctified church was built nearby in Des Allemands.
“Josh and Joe Green came and helped build the church,”
Owens said. “A little while later, they changed the owner94 • Local Churches Are Established

ship of the church over to the Sanctified Church of Christ.
Josh Green and Lee Curry came in and tried to convert people away from Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church, but the people wouldn’t do it. When they failed, they told the people to
stop using the church, but they kept on using it.”
This situation continued for over four decades. Finally, in
1980, the church was sold to another group, and the new
owner locked out the Sanctified People. The small congregation continued to worship in house meetings.
On March 8, 2002, the Board recognized the Houma congregation as an associated church and approved Danny
Clark, Bob Owens and Steve Gray as the trustees. Two years
later, the group began looking for land to build a new
church. An appropriate lot was found, and the church purchased the property in the fall of 2002. There was a small
house on the land, and the Sanctified People began holding
Sunday school in the building. However, the design of the
house limited their ability to hold regular church services.
Shortly before this book went to press, a preliminary
design for an auditorium addition had been completed, and
the group in Houma hoped to start construction on their
new home in the fall of 2005.

Sanctified People Return To Jacksonville
The Sanctified faith first touched Florida cities such as
Jacksonville and St. Augustine in the 1890s. Sanctified
People congregated in the area frequently for the next five
decades, and then they began to disperse across the
Southeast in the 1940s. Even though most of the Sanctified
People had departed, the legacy of the faith still remained in
the area.
In the summer of 1964, the Lord led Elwood and Charlotte
“Tissie” Collier from Decatur, Ga., into the Sunshine State.
The Colliers met with Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church’s Board
No. 1 in Charleston, S.C., and they obtained permission to go
to Jacksonville, Fla., to start a new church.

“I was on the stand at campmeeting,
and I looked out over the congregation,”
Tissie remembered. “I saw so many people I knew that were from Jacksonville
who didn’t have the Lord. The Lord
moved me, ‘The fields are ripe with harvest, and you need to go.’ So, we talked
it over, and we decided that was what
we were meant to do.
“When we got there, we found out that
the Lord had moved before us. One of
the first people we talked to after the
move was Mr. Waldrop, who had been
Sanctified as a young boy in
Birmingham. He said, ‘Elwood, I’ve been
waiting for this, for you to ask me to find
the Lord.’”
While the Colliers had a small congregation waiting for them, there was no
church, so they started with house meetings.
“We had house meetings from 196469,” Tissie said. “Every Sunday, we would
gather all we could at our house. We
would have service, and then we would
eat dinner. We would feed everyone, and
we would keep talking to them. We had as many as 40 people some days.”
Among those Sanctified during those house meetings
were William Renfroe, Bonnie Williams and Louie Thomas.
Two of the early converts were Elwood’s cousins, Doyle
and Virlan Grier. Many of the other families that assisted the
Colliers had longtime ties to the Sanctified People. Those
families included the Grays, Felders and Pervises, as well as
Sister Freeman, Sister Renfroe and Sister Pyle. That group
quickly found more support from newly Sanctified people
such as the Bernard Family, the Thomas family, the Stewart
family, the Jones family, the Marshall family, the Williams

family, the Ashton family, the Waldrup family, the Grier family and Pauline Fredrick.
In 1969, fortune smiled on the Jacksonville crowd and
they found a piece of property and began the process of
building a church.
“We had been looking for a lot for four years, and we had
been turned down so many times because people didn’t
want a church in their neighborhood,” Elwood said. “One
day, I saw a real estate agent putting a sign up in a yard
when I drove by. I stopped and asked about the lot. She said,
‘I haven’t even listed it yet.’
“I told her, ‘Well, I’ll be right back by because I want this
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church • 95

This
Jacksonville
feast meeting,
which took
place around
1975, was a
wonderful
event.

The
Jacksonville
church,
which was
built in 1977,
has enjoyed a
blessed history.

The Sanctified People (from left to right, Cashier Gray, Ella Gray,
Elwood Collier, Luther Gray, and Ruby Sewart) break ground on the
Jacksonville church.
place.’ And I went
back after work. It
was that quick.
“It was so exciting. We had everything we needed
on that one piece
of property.
We built a sanctuary next to the house in 1968, and we
used that house for four or five years for Sunday school.”
After Campmeeting in 1968, Luther Gray traveled to
Jacksonville and helped stake off the new building. In the
following months, Sanctified Folks from numerous different
churches went to Jacksonville to work on the church, with
special assistance provided by the Atlanta crowd.
During that period, the Jacksonville community was fortified by the arrival of Sanctified families from other cities.
The list of newcomers included the Lockharts, the Cosbys,
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the Williamses, the Colliers, the Slappeys, the Blairs, the
Learys, the Hynums, the Cross family, the Pattersons, the
Authements, the Beechams, the Robertsons and the
Meltons, as well as Sister Harris.
At the same time, the congregation was adding local
members. The Griders, Sister Howard, the Jones family, the
Kuter family, the Johnigan family, the Wiggins family and
Brother Watts were all Sanctified during that period.
The Jacksonville community took another step forward in
1977 when the house was removed and a building with six
Sunday School rooms and a fellowship hall was constructed.

Birmingham Flame Burning In Jemison
In 1920, an amazing spirit swept through a revival in
Birmingham, Ala. The spark that was ignited in Birmingham
is still burning in Jemison, Ala., a small community that is
about 30 miles south of Birmingham.

Over 50 people were Sanctified during the historic
Birmingham revival, which was led by Sarah Collins. Many
of those folks chose to travel with the Sanctified People 80
years ago, but they still had a connection to the Birmingham
area. In 1952, that connection was reaffirmed during the
annual camp meeting in Georgia.
Benny and Auline Martin, who were living in West
Columbia, S.C., at the time, still had family back in Jemison.
The Martins made the decision to visit those relatives and
make an effort to spread the Word in the community, and
Benny got permission to have a service in a local church
from the church’s trustees.
Many people in the area had heard of the Sanctified People,
so the Martins’ first meeting drew a good crowd. After that
successful first meeting, however, the church trustees decided that they wouldn’t let the Martins use their building in the
future. Among those who attended the meeting were Otho
and Bea Cox, Frank and Jennie Robuck, Olton and Bessie
Collier, as well as Minnie and Ashley Cross. Most of those
folks came to Jemison from Columbia, along with the Martins.
A few weeks after that exciting initial service, Fate
Littlefield purchased a one-acre lot on County Road 185 so
that a church could be built. Fortunately, there were a number of Sanctified People with building experience who were
making the trip to Jemison for services. Ashley Cross put
down the foundation, and a plan was made to complete the
project. The folks decided they would begin work on a
Thursday morning, and they planned on having services in
the church on Saturday evening. Many people in the community thought this plan was humorous, but with the help of
James Brown, the Robucks, Otho Cox and Buddy Chauvin,
that Saturday night meeting was held (albeit without a floor
or lights, and with stud walls).
Shortly after the church was completed with eight-inch
siding, two more Sanctified couples – Frank and Mae Barker
plus Johnny and Helen Barker – came to Jemison from
Columbia. Later in the year, the Martins made a permanent
move from West Columbia.

Meanwhile, a large group of Sanctified People were still
commuting from Columbia to Jemison. Nearly every weekend for a year, two or three carloads of people would leave

The
Sanctified
flame was
rekindled in
Jemison in
2001.
Benny
Martin’s
cookhouse
which was
moved to the
church is still
used today.
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Columbia on Friday evening after work, and they would
return on Sunday night. The group made the 400-mile trip,
which included a ferry ride over the Coosa River, in eight to
10 hours. When the travelers arrived in Jemison, the
Robucks had two mobile homes set up on the Martin’s property, and Cross had a third mobile home. Eventually, a standalone kitchen was built and all of the group’s meals were
prepared there while they were in Jemison.
After the 1953 camp meeting, the Robucks and the Coxes
made the decision to move to the area. They were soon followed by Ruth and Mildred Cox, P.K. and Naomi Strickland,
Luther and Dixie Busby, and Fred and Edna Mae King. D.K.
and Betty Collins came six months later, but they left later
that year.
In addition to the Sanctified People who arrived from
other communities, several local people also joined the
church. Ola and Riley Blow were Sanctified at the very first
meeting in 1952, and Leona Littlefield was Sanctified soon
after the church was built. In the following months, Hazel
and Buster Williamson also joined. Additions to the church
continued throughout the early years in Jemison, with Irene
Ellison, Bernie and Louise Varden, Lorene Cost and
Geraldine Ellison all joining.
As the congregation grew, so did the church building.
First, a frame building with a truss roof was erected to house
two Sunday school rooms. Restrooms were later added, the
kitchen was eventually moved up to the church, and a dining hall was built.
The momentum continued throughout the 1950s in
Jemison, with the Sanctification of Datha Littlefield, Louise
Varden and Freddie Hall (who died in an auto accident at the
age of 15). Wilton Littlefield was eventually Sanctified on his
deathbed.
During this period, the folks in Jemison were also reaching out to other communities. Aldred Hatfield had family 50
miles away in Selma, Ala., and the Sanctified People held
several meetings there in a portable tabernacle. Barbara
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(Miller) Bearden, plus Willie, Henraetta and Sonya Hatfield
were Sanctified during those meetings.
While the congregation was adding members, some
members left the community to continue their evangelistic efforts elsewhere. The Robucks, Ruth and Mildred
Cox, and the Sticklands all went to spread the Spirit in
Raleigh, N.C. Freddie and Edna Mae King moved to
Mississippi.
These departures weakened the Jemison church, but the
congregation continued to meet under the leadership of
Otho Cox. Finally, in 1990, the crowd had shrunk to two or
three families, and Cox moved to the campground. At that
point, they stopped holding services in Jemison.
Ten years later, some people in Jemison inquired about
buying the land on County Road 185. In May of 2001, the
Board appointed four men – Leon Stewart, Ben Jernigan,
George Cross and Frank Robuck – to serve as trustees for the
land and church building. The trustees decided that they
should hold a meeting in the Jemison church in order to
gauge interest in re-starting the church before they sold the
land.
The Sanctified People returned to Jemison for a weekend
of meetings, and they were well received by the community. Instead of selling the property, they began talking about
building a new congregation. Jemison native Jim
Williamson went to the 2001 camp meeting, and he was
Sanctified there. Then Don and Diane Robuck moved from
Greensboro to Jemison, and they started regular services in
August of 2001. Ross, Kim and Grace Robuck soon joined
Don and Diane. In addition, the new Jemison crowd
received frequent visits from Sam and Teresa Jernigan,
Stocky and Beverly Wright, Gary and Becky Collier, plus
numerous people from Atlanta.
The efforts of these people soon brought results. Among
those Sanctified in recent years were Betty Kincaid, Mary
Pannell, Stephanie Orr, Kevin Orr, Brook Tillery, Cindy
Porter, Joann Lewis and Teresa (Varden) Curtis.

Roots Run Deep In Norfolk
Each of the communities in Christ’s Sanctified Holy
Church has a lineage that can be traced back to the foundation of the church in Chincoteague. None of those communities, however, has a more direct link to the church’s birthplace than the Norfolk crowd. And the folks in Norfolk have
made their connection to Chincoteague even stronger over
the past 50 years.
The Sanctified People journeyed through the Tidewater
region in Virginia for the first time at the end of the 19th century when Joseph Lynch led a group through the area on
houseboats. Forty years later, the Sanctified People returned
to stay. This time, the man who brought the Sanctified
People to Norfolk was George Gray. The son of Thomas and
Charlotte Gray, George was born on July 26, 1892 in
Williamsville, Del., and he grew up on a farm on Grays
Creek. His family joined up with Lynch’s folks on
Chincoteague in 1894, and Gray’s mother became one of the
most powerful figures in the early years of the church.
George Gray was living in Spartanburg, S.C., in 1936
when he made a trip to Chincoteague along with his wife,
Dora. Stirred by the Spirit, George and Dora began holding

The Norfolk crowd has nurtured the Sanctified churches at Old Trap and
Belvidere in North Carolina.
meetings on the island, and many descendants of Sanctified
People were brought into the church. After this success, the
Grays recognized a tremendous opportunity to help revital-

ize old Sanctified communities on the Atlantic coast, such as
Belvidere (N.C.), Old Trap (N.C.), Piney Woods (N.C.) and
Omar (Del.).
The Grays, who had family ties to the area, were not the
first Sanctified People to re-visit the region. In the 1930s, Ray
Smith journeyed from Wilmington, N.C., to Old Trap and
held meetings for a week in the church that Sanctified
People had built some 35 years earlier. Josh Tarr returned to
his roots in Omar, Del., to fuel the fires in 1932. When
George and Dora arrived, Tarr assisted them in their efforts.
However, not everyone in Christ’s Sanctified Church supported the direction the Grays were taking. Some of the elders within the church were clinging to the old ways, which
stated that once you preached in an area, you sought new
ground and did not return to that same location.
The Grays eventually returned to their home in
Spartanburg with a plan for a new form of evangelism. Over
the first 40 years of Christ’s Sanctified Church, the members
traveled across the country preaching whenever and wherever they could. In the 1930s, this approach was becoming
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The Norfolk
church has
kept the
Sanctified
bond strong
throughout
the region.

The first tabernacle was
built on Lens
Avenue in
1938. It is pictured on the
far left in this
photograph.

The Norfolk
crowd held
numerous
tent meetings
during the
early years of
the congregation.

The Brown
Avenue
church was
built in 1942.
It was later
turned into a
duplex and
sold.

less and less productive due
to societal changes. The
Grays wanted to start a
church in Norfolk, with that
church serving as a base for
spreading the gospel to people throughout the region.
Robert Hartsfield saw the
merit in the Grays’ plan, and
in 1938 he led a group of
over 100 Sanctified People
to Norfolk. Hartsfield served
as the leader, along with
Alice Clelland (who moved
from
Anderson,
S.C.).
Among the early arrivals in
Norfolk were the Bates, the
Hagans, Brittan Parker,
George Gray, the Mills and
the Robucks.
The group quickly built a
tabernacle in a neighborhood on Lens Avenue in the
Belmont Place section of the
city. The Sanctified People
began to pursue their mission, but they ran into an
obstacle. The people in the
neighborhood didn’t appreciate the enthusiasm of the
Sanctified People (they called them “the Noisy Saints”), so a
new site was sought for the tabernacle.
The tabernacle was next erected at the corner of Rush
Street and Tait Terrace in the Coleman Place section of
town, and wood shavings were scattered on the floor. The
Sanctified People remained at this location for about three
years, and during that period the group began traveling and
bonding with the people from Chincoteague, Omar, and Old
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Trap. The tradition of “Fifth Sunday” meetings began, with
one church hosting the other Sanctified communities in the
area each time a calendar month included a fifth Sunday.
The churches took turns hosting the “Fifth Sunday” event,
and in October of 1939 it was Norfolk’s turn. That meeting
evolved into a revival, and 40 people eventually went to the
altar and became Sanctified.
There were many joyful memories created at the church
on Rush Street, but there was also some sorrow. In 1939,
Will Collins passed away during a meeting in the church.
The Norfolk community eventually outgrew its tabernacle, so another move was made in 1941. The Sanctified
People built a structure in a neighborhood on Brown Avenue
in the Brambleton section of the city. The building initially
served as a church, but it was designed so that it could eventually be converted into a duplex and sold. This building,
which hosted meetings for four years, had two doors in the
front, a rock lath unplastered ceiling, and a tongue and
groove pine floor. One problem on Brown Avenue was parking. More and more members had purchased automobiles,
and the location did not have a parking lot.
The arrival of automobiles allowed more and more people to make the trip to Norfolk. In 1942, an 11-year old
Thomas Mustin moved with his parents (John and Ruth)
from Montgomery, Ala., along with two other families – the
Johnsons (Bill, Pauline and Virginia) and L.D. Mustin’s family (wife Clara, plus children Dorothy, Jack and L.D. Jr.). The
travel party was completed by Johnnie Francis and Margaret
Mustin.
“We all made the trip in three cars – John (Mustin) had a
1941 Plymouth, L.D. had a ’42 Plymouth, and Bill Johnson
had a 1940 Chrysler,” Thomas Mustin said. “It was the middle of winter, and it was cold and snowing.
“(World War II) was starting, and it was tough to find a
place to live then. We moved into an old farmhouse that was
owned by Bill Miller. All 13 of us lived there, and there was
nothing in the farmhouse when we got there. We got our
water from a hand pump, and we had an outhouse. We did-

n’t even have a refrigerator. We just had a fruit crate that we
set outside on the windowsill. In the morning, if it got too
cold the milk bottles would freeze and they would bust.
“It was quite an experience.”
Although times were tough, the men got jobs as firemen,
and their living situation became more comfortable.
With new additions arriving in the community, the Norfolk
crowd continued to look for the right home. In 1945, an old
brick church on Elkhorn Avenue was purchased, but it was
soon sold and another facility was built by the Sanctified
People on Princess Anne Road. That building saw many
wonderful meetings, including Norfolk’s first-ever Sunrise
Service and Easter Feast meetings in 1948.
One year later, Louis Mills bought an interesting piece of
land on Sewells Point Road. The 12-acre lot already had a
structure that was called the “Melody Barn” that had previously hosted dances. That dance hall was turned into a
meeting place, and services were held there until a church
was built on the property in 1949. When it was constructed,
the Norfolk church became the first bricked worship hall in
Christ’s Sanctified Church. At that point, the old “Melody
Barn” was converted into a fellowship hall for dinners and
gatherings.
Those gatherings were getting larger and larger, as
Sanctified People from other communities gravitated to
Norfolk. In particular, a group from Wilmington arrived in
1939 and took up residence in the adjoining city of
Portsmouth. The new arrivals, who were being led by Eva
Riggs, initially considered building a church in Portsmouth.
However, the energy in Norfolk eventually drew them into
that community.
The Norfolk church also pursued new members in the
area, and they eventually built their congregation up to 180
members. That outreach campaign was powered by the man
who brought the Sanctified People back to the city.
“George Gray was quite a man,” remembered Bernard
Collier. “He was a promoter, a motivator, and an innovator.”
In the early 1950s, the church purchased two used school

There were
many crowded meetings
at the
Princess Ann
Road church
in the late
1940s.

buses at an auction. Those buses brought people from local
neighborhoods to services for a number of years. Around that
same time, Lee Jernigan and a group of men built a portable
tabernacle that was used for services around the city.
The group wasn’t just working to spread the Gospel in
Norfolk. They also continued to provide critical support to
the crowds in places such as Chincoteague, Old Trap and
Belvidere. These were small communities that were struggling to find members. George Gray and the entire Norfolk
family made a commitment to those churches, and that
commitment was still burning brightly decades later.
Today, the folks in Norfolk can use the Chesapeake Bay
Bridge/Tunnel to reach Chincoteague in about two hours.
In George Gray’s day, there was an old ferry that carried
people from Norfolk to Cape Charles, and then they would
drive to the island. In an effort to save money, the
Sanctified People would often leave their cars behind in
Norfolk (it cost $5.00 to take a car on the ferry, but it was
only $1.25 for a individual on foot to make the trip). They
would board the ferry, and the crowd in Chincoteague
would pick them up when they reached Cape Charles. Then
they would drive to the island.
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The “Melody
Barn” was
converted
into a church
by the
Sanctified
People of
Norfolk.
The church at
Sewell Point
was the first
brick worship
hall for
Christ’s
Sanctified
Holy Church.

Sunday
school buses
were an
important
part of the
Norfolk congregation in
the 1960s.

Eventually, the coastal
communities developed into
one extended congregation.
Roland and Edna Collins
helped transport people to
meetings in different towns,
and they were assisted by
Harry Collins, Lloyd Collins
and Estelle Collins. Roland
was one of the first church
members in the area who
had an automobile. However,
during World War II it was
difficult getting gas and tires
because those items were
being rationed.
The
work
of
these
Sanctified People brought
results. George Gray and
Josh Tarr re-started the
church in Old Trap following
a revival in 1946. The
church, which was built
around 1905, was definitely
in the country – you had to
drive through a creek to
reach the building. That
rural location also led to
another problem – the
church was originally built
on the wrong lot, and it had
to be moved in 1954. During the 1946 revival, the Forbes
(Ruth, Weston and Lorraine) were Sanctified along with
Jenny Pierce, Maggie Hurdle and the Jones (Marie, Sam and
Rosie).
At the 1952 campmeeting, Shuford Price was Sanctified
after he began attending meetings in Belvidere. A few
months later, a tremendous revival started in Piney Woods,
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The S.S. Pocahontas was one of the ferry boats that operated in the
Chesapeake Bay area.
N.C. Although it was 60 miles from Norfolk, folks from the
city made the journey 42 straight nights.
“We had anywhere from 20 to 60 people make the trip
each night,” said Bernard Collier, who was 14 years old at
the time. “That was the first revival I was involved with, and
I only missed one night. I usually rode over with Shuford
Price in his Oldsmobile.
“We would pack our dinner in the trunk of the car, and
then we would have a picnic when we got to Piney Woods.”
The effort paid remarkable dividends, with over 30
people being Sanctified during the revival.
Old Trap was another
popular destination for the
Sanctified
People
from
Norfolk. From 1962-80, the
Norfolk crowd routinely
The church’s old annex was
made bus trips up to Old
replaced in 1973.
Trap for meetings. After a
short break, Norfolk folks attended meetings in Old Trap virtually every Saturday night from 1983-90. Among those
Sanctified in Old Trap were Zola Mae Stevenson, Geraldine

Overton, Joseph Riggs, Ramona
(Riggs) Litchfield and Walter
Litchfield.
While Gray was diligently promoting the work on the coast of
Virginia, other members of the
Norfolk community had a different
vision. In 1953, Rufus Curry led a
group of about 20 Sanctified People
from Norfolk to Charlotte, N.C.,
Eva Riggs was one of the
where they began holding meetearly leaders of the
ings. A decade later, another group
Norfolk church.
of about 40 people led by Paul
Merritt left Norfolk to start a church in Augusta, Ga.
The Norfolk community was branching out in many areas,
yet its roots remained strong. Local growth led the leaders
to add Sunday School rooms to the church in 1954. The
exterior of the church was re-modeled in 1968 and in 1973,
an annex that serves as a fellowship hall was built.
The crowd did suffer a setback in 1963 when George Gray
passed away at the church during a meeting. Gray frequently said, “This is a church of the people, for the people, and by
the people … Everybody is somebody here.”
Gray was a very, very special somebody. In addition to
serving as the spark that brought the Sanctified People to
Norfolk, Gray was a leader for the group from 1950 until his
death.
The original Norfolk leaders – Hartsfield and Clelland –
were followed by John Scarborough in 1940. Two years later,
Eva Riggs and Maude Mills began an eight-year stint in the
leadership role. Riggs and Gray formed the leading partnership from 1950-54, and then Bill Hobbs and Brittan Parker
worked with Gray following Riggs’ death. After Gray passed
away in 1963, Hobbs and Parker took charge from 1963 until
1971, when Parker moved to Charleston, S.C.
Hobbs led the way as the lone leader from 1971-78, then
he was joined in the position by Bobby Collins and George
Miller. In 1984, Collins and Miller became the two leaders for

the community. Miller passed away in 1993, and Collins died
nine years later. Thomas Mustin and Raymond Samuels Sr.,
were voted leaders in 1995, when they assisted Collins.

The Original Norfolk Congregation
Joyce Alsup
Edna Alsup
Jack Alsup
Roy Alsup
Leonard Alsup
Ruth Alsup
T.F. “Frank” Barker
May Barker
T.F. Barker Jr.
J.J. Barker
O.G. Bates
Elizabeth Bates
Sarah Jane
Beacham Miller
Oscar Bonner
Priscilla Bonner
Thomas L. Bonner
Charles Bonner
Otho Bonner
Dan Bonner
Margaret Bonner
Tommy Bonner
Otto Bonner
Luther Busbee
Dixie Busbee
Gene Busbee
Barbara Busbee
Eddie Clelland
Alice Clelland
E. Joseph Clelland
Beatrice Clelland
Bertie Clelland

Hazel Clelland
Rowena Miller Click
Doris Stewart
Collier
Pearl Dempsey
Comstock
Ashley Cross
Minnie Cross
Johnny Dempsey
Ocie Mae Bates
Dempsey
J.W. Dempsey
Doris Miller
Dempsey
Felix Gatlin
Callie Gatlin
Nat Gatlin
George E. Gray
Dora V. Gray
Luther W. “Bud”
Gray
Herman Fulmer
Dorothy Gatlin
Harrington
Rosemary Gatlin
Harris
Robert Hartsfield
Ella Hartsfield
Tim Hartsfield
Hester Hartsfield
David Hatcher
Lucille Hatcher

David Ray Hatcher
Elizabeth Bates Hill
Samuel B. Jernigan
Naomi Jernigan
Ben Jernigan
Marvin Jernigan
Ruby Jernigan
Lee Jernigan
Otto Kessler
Bernice Kessler
Mary Fulmer
Kessler
Maudie Gray
Manning
Betty Jernigan
Merritt
Mary Bonner
Merritt
Frank Miller Sr.
Rena Miller
Bill Miller
Helen Miller
Billy Miller
Rhoda Belle Miller
Frank Miller
Sarah Miller
Gilbert Miller
Charles W. Miller
George H. Miller
Evelyn Miller
Jonas Raney
Nora Raney
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Frank Robuck Sr.
Jennie Robuck
Frank Robuck Jr.
Ella Jean Alsup
Rollins
Charles R. Samuels
Sr.
Faye Samuels
John Scarborough
Hazel Scarborough

Bernice Williams
Simons
Frances Kessler
Simons
Fannie Ruth Miller
Smith
Flora Bonner Smith
Gene Stewart
Belle Stewart
Leon Stewart

Tom Willett
Clarence Williams
Sr.
Marie Williams
Clarence Williams
Jr.
Robert Williams
Mickey Alsup
Wright

North Augusta Continues To Grow
In 1986, the majority of the Augusta, Ga., crowd moved
to Wilmington, N.C., to establish a new church. Martha
Vaughn became the leader of the 20-member North
The church in
North
Augusta
opened its
doors to the
Sanctified
People in
1997.

time to build a permanent church.
Construction began on a building
on the corner of Seymour and
Edgefield Streets in North Augusta,
S.C., in late 1996, and it was completed in September of 1997.
Vaughn continued to serve in
that role until she moved to the
Church Home for the Aged at the
campground in January of 1998. At
that time, Vaughn appointed Ressie
Toole as the group’s new leader.
Ressie Toole passed away in
2004 and Gene Vintson took over Joe Vaughn and his wife
Martha, who was the
the leadership role.
church leader in North
The first baby born to the Augusta, posed outside
Augusta crowd was Rachael the church.
Wright, the daughter of Linda and
Leonard Wright. In the following years, babies were born to
Kurt and Kelly Vintson (Evan and Harrison), Tim and Grace
Temple (Abigail and Rebecca), Chris and Lisa Cosby (Chrissa
and Nicholas) and Clark and Kelly Temple (Elizabeth).

Omar Was One Of The First Destinations

Augusta congregation that
did not make the move.
In the mid-1990s, the group rented a small building in
Aiken, S.C., for services. Then, in 1996, Vaughn felt it was
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In the early years, the roots of Christ’s Sanctified Holy
Church spread from Chincoteague Island in Virginia to
Delaware.
When Joseph Lynch began preaching Sanctification off the
island, one of the first places he testified was at Sound
Camp, a campground near the coast of Delaware. Many of
the people on Chincoteague had migrated to the island from
that region of Delaware. Although the Sound Camp was run
by the Methodist church, it was a place where religious ideas
were presented and discussed. Ananias Tingle was one of
the people who enjoyed hearing different preachers at
Sound Camp.

“He would hang around and listen to anything he could
listen to, and he just got interested in Sanctification,” said
Edgar Tarr, Tingle’s grandson.
The Tingles, Ananias and his wife Estella (Evans), were
two of the first people from Delaware to join Lynch’s group.
Around 1890, one of the
first churches to hold services for Christ’s Sanctified
Holy Church was in
Williamsville, Del., near
Sound Camp. As Faye
(Tarr) Rogers said, it wasn’t
all smooth sailing for the
Sanctified People, who
were borrowing a church
from another group.
“There was a lot of controversy surrounding the
church then,” Rogers said.
“Some of the men in the
area didn’t want their
women folk going to that
church there, and they
tried to stop them.
“One of the stories they
told about that church was
that some men came in the
back of church one time
and sat down with guns on
their laps. They said, ‘If anyone gets up to talk, we’ll shoot
them.’ Well, one lady got up to preach, and it was like the
men couldn’t move. They all just sat there until she was
done, and then they left.
“A fire later burned down that church. The people who
owned that church used the insurance money to build
another church. Years later, that second church was rented
by Josh Tarr for the Sanctified People.”
The Tingles and another Delaware family, the Grays, were

on the original floathouses that headed down the Atlantic
coast in 1896. They stayed with the Sanctified People,
becoming an important part of the church as they traveled
the country spreading the Gospel.
By 1932, the idea of settling down was starting to spread
among
the
Sanctified
People. Joshua Tarr (Edgar
and Faye’s father) had lived
in Birmingham for seven
years when he decided it
was time for a change. In
March of 1932, Tarr moved
his family to Chincoteague.
Six months later, they
moved up the coast to
Delaware. In 1933, the
Tarrs were holding house
meetings in lower Sussex
County in Delaware near
Williamsville. In addition,
they held meetings in an
old schoolhouse in a community known as Byard,
Del., that was owned by
Jacob Rickards (Jacob and
his son Elwood were both
Sanctified).
“They knew Sanctified
People up there, and they
knew dad was a good orator, so they asked him to preach,”
remembered Edgar.
Tarr pulled together a Sanctified congregation and began
holding services. A couple of years later, he was given an
opportunity to preach on the last Sunday night of the Sound
Camp gathering. Tarr delivered a passion-filled sermon in
front of a crowd that may have exceeded 1,000 people that
night. No one remembers why, but that sermon turned out
to be the last one ever delivered at Sound Camp.
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This church
was moved to
Omar by the
Sanctified
People in
1942.

“I asked him about
that later,” Faye Rogers
said. “I said, ‘What in
the world did you
preach on?’ ‘I preached
on the old man — carnal nature.’ Carnality is
sanctioned as a part of
Christian life by the
Methodist church, but
not sanctioned by the
scriptures as we read it.
I’m sure he stirred up
some controversy.”
On Feb. 11, 1933, the
Sanctified People in
Delaware
found
a
home when Joshua Tarr
Josh Tarr was the driving force behind
rented a church at
the arrival of the Sanctified People in
Omar.
Johnson’s Corner. The
building was discovered by John Beecham, and he invited Tarr to preach there.
Eventually, Tarr made a deal with the owners.
“It was an abandoned one-room church with lamps that
were lit with coal oil. We had 41 turn out for our first meeting at Johnson’s Corner, and that’s a lot when you’re out in
the country,” Edgar Tarr said.
Many wonderful services were held at Johnson’s Corner
over the next six years.
“We had crowds of people!,” Faye said. “They would have
to raise the windows, and people would sit in the windows,
and they would be sitting on the cars and trucks outside. We
just had crowds of people come to those meetings. Honey,
they would get converted in the pews, and they would come
out a shoutin’ all down the aisle to the front.”
The key to the success in Johnson Corner was the balanced preaching of Joshua and Estella Tarr.
“My mother was the honey preacher, and my father was
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the corn preacher. He told you just what you were doing
wrong,” explained Faye. “When she got through preaching,
you thought you were the grandest thing God had ever
made. When Daddy got through, you thought you had to go
back to the altar.”
Among those who joined the congregation at Johnson’s
Corner was Jonah McCabe, who moved back to the area
from Shelbyville, Del.
The church went through a transition in 1942, when they
moved to a building in Omar. The Sanctified People rented
the facility, which was built as a lodge hall and then turned
into a small one-room church. The dominant feature was
an ornate, decorative ceiling that had three lights that
dropped down in the middle of the room. The crowd later
received a nice set of benches from another church. Edgar
Tarr said, with a laugh, “We had the classiest benches of our
folks back then.”
After renting the Omar building for 21 years, Christ’s
Sanctified Holy Church bought the building in 1963 for
$2,000.
While they had a new home in Omar, the Sanctified
People were frequently reaching out to other communities.
They journeyed to places in Maryland such as Iron Shier,
Stockton and Girtletree. During one memorable meeting in
an old bakery in Taylorville, Md., the Richardsons (Dell,
Frank and John) and the Rodneys (Thomas and Ellen) were
all Sanctified.
Throughout the years, and Omar crowd frequently went
to Chincoteague. In 1934, Joshua Tarr led a three-week
revival on the island that eventually led to the re-starting of
the Chincoteague church. There were numerous moving
revivals on the island, and folks from Delaware were a big
part of the events. They would work all day long, and then
hit the road.
“It was 60 miles each way on two-lane, turtle-backed
roads,” Faye Rogers said. “We would have a car loaded with
passengers, and it would take us about 90 minutes. We
would be singing all the way down and all the way back.

We would leave about 6:00 p.m., and we would get back
about midnight … and then we would have to go to work
the next day.”
The Omar folks didn’t just make the journey for revivals.
“When we were first married, we would go to
Chincoteague on Saturday nights,” Rogers said. “We would
go to the Saturday night meeting when we wanted someplace to go or something to do. We would take the kids and
go down there, and we would stop by Pop Pointer’s and get
oyster rolls, oysters steams, oyster stew and fried oyster
sandwiches to take with us.”
In later years, the tradition of “Fifth Sunday” meetings was
developed. The crowds from Omar, Norfolk and
Chincoteague would all gather for a union meeting whenever a calendar month included a fifth Sunday. The location of
the meeting would rotate between the three churches.
The leader of the Omar church, Joshua Tarr, passed away
in 1975. His wife, Estella, took over his role until she moved
to Charleston in 1985. Fifteen years later, the Omar crowd
had dwindled in numbers. However, the Norfolk group still
traveled to Omar once a year to hold a service in the church.

Raleigh Reaches 50 Years Old
The Sanctified people first landed in Raleigh, N.C., when a
group of church members moved to the city on an evangelistic mission in 1955. That group included people from the
Birmingham, Ala., crowd and some folks from
Chincoteague, Va. How did they end up in Raleigh? They
wanted to spread the Sanctified word, and they simply chose
a city that was approximately halfway between their home
communities.
That group thought it was making a standard evangelistic
trip, the type of journey church members had been making
for over 50 years. The plan was to visit Raleigh for a few
months or a year, spread the word, and then move on.
However, in the 1950s things were changing for Christ’s
Sanctified Holy Church. The old traditions of travel had
begun to fade away, with more and more church members
electing to find a stable home.
Frank Robuck Sr., who lived in Birmingham, first came up
with the plan to visit Raleigh, and he pitched his idea to the
crowd on Chincoteague. The Sanctified People were all
familiar with Raleigh because the major north-south high-
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The Raleigh
church on
Strickland
Road was
completed in
1995.

In 1976, the
Raleigh
crowd began
holding services at this
church in
Cary, N.C.

way in those days (U.S.1) went through the city. Today,
Interstate 95 fills that role.
In September of 1955, a group moved to Raleigh and
began holding services in a storefront off the old Highway 64
bypass (that location is now in downtown Lizard Lick). That
initial crowd included Frank and Jennie Robuck and their
children (Frank Jr., and Don), along with Ruth and Mildred
Cox, P.K. and Naomi Strickland, as well as Hubert Brooks,
Barbara Bearden and Hattie Todd. Six months later, those
folks were joined by D.K. and Betty Collins, who had come
down from Chincoteague. In 1958, Roland and Edna Collins
joined the group from Chincoteague.
Those early services were frequently bolstered by
Sanctified visitors who traveled up from Columbia, S.C., and
other members from places such as Norfolk and
Chincoteague would also visit occasionally. One early
tragedy in the history of the Raleigh church occurred on
March 27, 1956. Charles Collins, who had come from
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Chincoteague to support the church, died in a car accident
when he was heading back to Virginia.
The newcomers to Raleigh were well received by the
locals, and they slowly began to build a congregation. In the
summer of 1956, they moved from the storefront to a large
tent that was located on Charlie Adams’ farm off Highway 42
near Old Stage Road. A number of people were sanctified at
that location, including Bob and Pearl Bowling, as well as
Betty and Junior Lawrence.
The next step was the construction of a portable tabernacle with panel walls. The tabernacle could be pulled apart,
and then re-assembled in a new community. A platform was
set at the front of the tabernacle, and benches were placed
on a dirt floor that was covered with wood shavings. The
Sanctified People held services with the tabernacle in towns
throughout the eastern part of North Carolina, reaching
places such as Hoboken, Selma and Durham, to name a few.
The leader of the Raleigh church at this time was Frank

Robuck Sr., but a key player during this
period was Hubert Brooks. After arriving
in Raleigh from Birmingham, Brooks
became the man who found new locations for the services, and then made all
the arrangements before the tabernacle
was moved to the new site. Brooks served
the church well until he passed away in
August of 1962.
“Hubert Brooks was a real salesman,
and he was an important part of what we
were doing back then,” remembered Frank Robuck Jr. “He
was the type of person who mixed well with everyone. He
could walk into a barber shop in a new town, and when he
walked out he had a bunch of new friends.”
In 1957, the church made another move. The home for the
church was shifted to Morrisville, just outside the Raleigh
city limits. Initially, services were held in a large tent, and
converts included Roscoe and Gerdy McDaniel, Furmon and
Francis Jenkins, Bobby and Ruth Davis, the Paces, and Jim
Jenkins. In the winter of 1959, the Paces gave the church and
acre of land on Church Street in Morrisville. The portable
tabernacle was moved to the site, and it was transformed
into a “semi-permanent” structure. The tabernacle was
enlarged, and shingles were put on the roof. Once that was
done, the Sanctified People eventually built a new portable
tabernacle so that they could continue to reach out to other
communities.
The Raleigh folks were working hard to build their own
community, and they were receiving plenty of assistance
from the other Christ Sanctified Holy Churches. Sanctified
visitors consistently traveled to Raleigh from throughout
the Southeast, and a number of those visitors eventually
elected to move to Raleigh. The list of newcomers included
single men such as Roy Chandler, Dan Norman, Leon
Stewart and Howard Lynch, as well as Shuford and Ruth
Price and their four children (Evelyn Ruth, Jim, Henry and
Linda), plus Davis and Hallie Jeffries.

These two
photos show
the portable
tabernacle
that the
Raleigh
crowd used
in the
Morrisville
area.

Later in the ‘50s, Lee and Sarah Jernigan came from
Thomasville, Ga. The new arrivals also included Burnice and
Minnie Simons as well as Roland and Edna Collins. Two
other families helped swell the church membership – Denny
and Kitty Collins brought their four children (Barbara, Jerry,
Denny and Beverly) and Richard and Pearl Walker came
with sons Sammy and Richard. Leon Stewart also brought
his family to Raleigh for a short time during this period.
In the early 1960s, an evangelistic plan was developed
that would move the nucleus of the Sanctified crowd from
Raleigh to Memphis, Tenn. Most of the older folks chose to
leave Raleigh in accordance with the traditional ways of
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church – move into an area, start a
new church, move on and spread the word in another community.
Events, however, altered those plans for some of the
younger members. In January of 1963, Roland Collins passed
away in an automobile accident in Delaware. His son, D.K.
Collins, delayed his move to Memphis so that he could settle some details concerning his father’s business back in
Chincoteague.
Frank Robuck Jr. was in a similar situation. His father
made the move to Memphis, and young Frank was assigned
the task of wrapping up family business in Raleigh and
Columbia, S.C.
For a while, both D.K. Collins and Frank Robuck Jr. went
about their duties, fully expecting to meet up with the
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Sanctified People in Memphis at some point. The two young
men spent time in Virginia and South Carolina, but they frequently returned to Raleigh. During that period, a small
group held semi-regular services in Morrisville.
In 1964, Robuck’s work in Columbia was finished, and he
moved into a house next door to D.K. and Betty Collins in
Raleigh. They began to hold regular services in Morrisville,
and gradually they began to draw local folks into their congregation. However, as late as 1966, Robuck and the
Collinses still thought they would end up in Memphis once
they tied up some financial dealings in the Raleigh area.
Over the second half of the decade, momentum began to
build in Raleigh. Sunday services were a staple, and they
started holding Sunday school and Wednesday night meetings more and more. Visitors from other communities were
still playing an important role in Raleigh, but the foundation
of a strong local congregation was forming. Frank Robuck
had married Linda Hagan from Charleston. Raleigh-area residents such as the Burgesses, plus Jimmy and Linda Kay Fuller
had become Sanctified. In addition, Steve and Gere Ann Gray
had moved to Raleigh from Norfolk, and Willie and Peggy
Hagan had arrived from Charleston, S.C. Two other women –
Jeanette Gray and Joan Call– later came from Norfolk. Gray
would marry Johnny Collins, and Call would wed Larry Curry.
Robuck and Collins never really sat down and said, “This
is it. We’re staying in Raleigh.” However, a symbolic step
was taken in 1968, when the sawdust floor was replaced
with plywood – more and more young children were coming
to the services, and the sawdust had to go.
While they were working to make a more permanent
sanctuary, the group continued to reach out to nearby communities. They held a series of tent meetings on 401 South,
and Peggy (Bowling) and Willie Hayes were re-united with
the Sanctified People. The tent meetings, however, were
starting to bring diminishing returns. In the summer of 1968,
they set up a tent on Highway 50 near Willow Springs.
“I think we had one couple come to the service,” Robuck
remembered. “They drove up, and they stayed in their car
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with their air conditioning and just listened. That’s when we
realized that things had changed. People didn’t want to be out
in the heat with the bugs anymore. Things were different.”
The Raleigh church, like most of the Sanctified crowds,
turned its attention toward building a stable, permanent
home. Sunday School rooms were added to the church, and
that was followed by a bathroom and then gas heaters
(these replaced an old-fashioned “trash burner” stove).
Eventually, simple additions weren’t enough for the growing congregation. Bobby and Shirley Collins had come from
Norfolk, and they were soon followed by Danny and Alice
Collins. Children were being born, and more and more locals
were attending the services. In 1976, land was purchased on
Walnut Street in Cary, a site that was basically in the middle
of Morrisville, Willow Springs and Raleigh communities.
The Sanctified People quickly filled their new building in
Cary with new converts and the new arrivals to the area.
While the list of Sanctified people in Raleigh was growing,
the church leaders took care to create a solid foundation.
Before they reached Cary, Robuck and Collins decided to
create a steering committee that would provide direction for
the church. While they were in the Cary church, the committee drew up a set of goals and objectives in order to clarify the path for the church.
Eventually, a board of trustees was created. The congregation voted on the initial board in September 2000, and it
included D.K. Collins, Frank Robuck, Jr., Floyd Hagan, Steve
Gray and Glen Copeland. Donnie Barnes and Mike Merritt
were later added to the board of trustees. That board, using
the mother church as a guide, wrote bylaws for the Raleigh
church and they were approved by the congregation.
Shortly after those guidelines were created, the church
took another step forward. In 1994, construction began on a
new house of worship on Strickland Road in North Raleigh.
A warehouse facility off Millbrook Road served as a temporary home for one year while the new church was being
built. Then, in March of 1995, the Sanctified People moved
into their new home.

Listed below are the people that were sanctified or have
been a part of the Raleigh Church since the early 70’s. Our
Church has been truly blessed. We are so thankful and
appreciate the contribution that each one has made to the
Raleigh Church and to the body of Christ.
Lacy, Dot, Shelia & Theresa
Ansell
Alicia Aston
Deborah , Lenwood, Eva, &
Jewel Allen
Paul & Pat Arceneaux
Clay, Demi & Paul
Arceneaux
Cliff & Denise (Robuck)
Arceneaux
Martha Anne Baker
Donnie, Tammy, Tiffany,
Tyler & Lucas Barnes
Don & Ann Batts
Eddie & Barbara (Copeland)
Bedwell
Brian, Shannon (Curry)
Bennett & Devin
Chip, Shelly, Michael, Lee
and Kate Bishop
Dan, Elaine. Scot and
Timothy Brewer
Justin Bryant
Joyce & Adrienne Bryant
The Burgesses & David,
Becky Burgess
Bobby & Margarete Call
Edward, Jamie, Christina
and Britt Call
Alex, Liz, Ryan, Cory &
Shawna Carr
Chris, Judy, Patrick, Kaeli, &

Aiden Cleary
Terry & DeanNa (Gray)
Clelland
Heather Clelland
T.C. Collier
Dana Collier
Katie Collier
Ted, Angela, Cole & Caleb
Collier
Chris, Wendy, Griffin, Jessie
& Casher Collier
Bobby, Shirley (Merritt)
Carrie & Robert Collins
Edna Collins
Danny and Alice Collins
Don, Anita, Brittani &
Zachary Collins
Esther Collins
Johnny, Jeanette, Matt,
Patrick & Grant Collins
Wayne, Judy, Susan, Cindy,
Jill, & Ronald Collins
DK and Betty Collins
Katie Collins
Will Collins
Johnnie, Debbie, Angie &
Rachael Comstock
Glenn, Anita, David, Diana
& Stephen Copeland
Paul and Mary Ellen
Copeland
David Cosby

Billy and Linda Cox
Norman & Debbie Cross
Larry Curry
Joan Curry
Benjamin Curry
Ruth Davis and Sons
Jimmy, Linda, Gwen, Pam,
Karen & Marie Fuller
Dennis, Linda, Michelle,
Jerry, Allen, Crystal & Josh
Godwin
Alice Gray
Steve, Gere Ann & Laurie Gray
Floyd & Naomi Hagan
Kenneth, Anna, Ashton,
Daniel and Christiana
Willie, Peggy, Frankie &
Bradly Hagan
Lee and Sharon Hagan
Leonard and Lola Mae
Hagan
Patricia (Batts), Meredith &
Paige Hansford
Kenneth Hardee
Willie, Peggy, Gina, Tony,
Randolph & Sabrina
Hayes
Doug, Gerri (Robuck) &
Jamie Herakovich
Monty, Vicki, Caitlin &
Parker Hobbs
John and Billie Ruth Hughes
John Hughes
Furmon and Francis Jenkins
Amy Jernigan
Josh Jernigan
Sarah, Marlene & Jonathan
Jernigan

Striplin and Elsie Kelly
Tom & Diane Lamberson
Jr. and Betty Lawrence
Bob & Linda Lynch
Gwenn and Millard Maloney
Bob & Debbie McCollum
Roscoe and Gerdy McDaniel
Dale & Angie McDaniel
Dorothy (Gypsie) McDaniel
Ken & Marnie (Lamberson)
McKensie
Ed & Betty Merritt
Mitchell, Sally, Stephanie,
Melisa & McKensie
Merritt
Michael, Shelli, Megan,
Hannah & Presley Merritt
Sonny Merritt
Gene Mitchell
Mickie (Jenkins) Moore
Alberto Morgan
Nay & Natalie Newel
Robert, Jackie, ,Jennifer &
Doug Noles
Dan and Janice Norman
Danny Norman
Drew, Lynn & Andrew
Norman
Bryant, Sabrina, Jasmine &
Stone Pearce
Austin, E’lise & Ina Marie
Peery
Jim and Wendy Price
Doug, Linda, Wayne, Holly
and Kelly Roan
Jennie Robuck
Frank and Linda Robuck
Frank Sr. & Grace Robuck
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Ross, Kim, Nicholas &
Maddie Robuck
Don, Diane, Denise, Donnie,
Derek & David Robuck
Scott, Tracy, Ethan &
Victoria
Charles and Faye Rogers
Garth and Christen (Simons)
Stevens
Rich, Dana (Lamberson)
Ariel & Kelsey Styles
Pearl & Jack Tate
May (Jenkins) Upchurch,
Jimmy, Jamie and Lori
Joe, Ann, Debbie & Joey
Vaughn
The spirit that
arose in Joy
Valley led to
the church
that now
stands in
Terry.
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Jimmy Waterhouse
Hugh, LaWanna, Mike &
Marc Welch
Mike, Chrissy, Hunter &
Dylan
Edward & Ruthie Williams
Eddie & Sandra Williams
Jay, Christy, Cameron &
Callie Williams
Joy Woods
Nathan, Rachael Wright &
Tara Dotzauer
Harry, Susie & Amy Wright
Karl and Mickey Wright
The Bowlings

Joy In The Valley In Terry
The seeds of the Sanctified community in Terry, Miss.,
were planted in a place with the melodious name of Joy
Valley. During the first half of the 20th century, the Sanctified
People were roaming the country, spreading the Gospel
wherever and whenever they could. Late in the summer of
1930, a Sanctified band led by Alice Clelland journeyed into
Hinds County, Mississippi. They stopped in towns like
Florence, Jackson and Meridan, and then they came to an
area that would later be known as Joy Valley.
In addition to Alice Clelland, the group included Eddie
Clelland, Joseph and Beatrice Clelland, Ben and Neomi
Jernigan, Jonas and Nora Raney, Charley and Alice Riggs, as
well as Charles and Lottie Riggs. After a house meeting in
Florence one day, the Sanctified People were invited to
preach at the home of George and Cora
Hydrick, who lived near Terry on Georgetown
Road (which is now known as MoncureMarble Road).
The Hydrick house had four rooms and a
long front porch, but it wasn’t large enough for
the crowds that came for the meetings.
Although they were in the country, people
came from miles around. Some rode on their
buggies, others on horses, wagons or mules,
and some even walked to the gatherings. At
that time, very few people in the area owned
automobiles.
When the winter of 1930-31 ended, the
meetings were moved outdoors. The
Whittington’s yard had several tall Mississippi
pines and stately oaks, and they served as the
ceiling for the Sanctified People. A crude platform and alter were constructed. Logs, tree
stumps and boards were turned into benches
and seats, and lanterns were hung from the
trees after the sun went down. That wonderful

setting became the backdrop for some of the most memorable meetings in the history of Christ’s Sanctified Holy
Church. Each day, the sweet voices of praise and joyous
song rang out over the hills and echoed down through the
valley, and people began referring to the area as “Joy Valley.”
The Sanctified People held a revival in Joy Valley that lasted for over a month, and they drew huge crowds the entire
time. The folks in rural Mississippi didn’t have telephones or
radio in the 1930s, but the news of the Sanctified People
spread quickly by word of mouth. During one meeting at Joy
Valley, an amazing 96 people were Sanctified, including an
18-year old youngster named Otho Cox.
“I was with my friend, Johnny Patterson, and we were
catching minnows in a creek for our trout lines,” Cox
remembered. “Johnny told me, ‘There is a woman in Joy
Valley that is as pretty as an angel, and she can sing just like
an angel.’ Well, I told Johnny I thought he was lying, but he
said, ‘Hold still in the boat and you can hear them singing.’
“Well, we heard them singing, and of course I had to go
take a look for myself.”
Cox never missed another meeting in Joy Valley, even
though it was a six-mile journey from his home. “I would
start walking along the road, and I would just hope that
someone would drive by and they would let me ride on their
running board,” he said.
The Sanctified People caused quite a stir in the little community, and they soon caught the attention of the area’s
clergy. The First Baptist Church had scheduled a revival of its
own that summer, but Deacon Lee Taylor was concerned
that no one would attend his revival because they were so
enthralled with the Sanctified People. Taylor went to a
Sanctified meeting in the hopes of convincing Clelland to
schedule her future services around the Baptist revival so
that people could attend both meetings. However, Taylor
ended up becoming Sanctified, and they never had the
revival at the First Baptist Church.
Others who were Sanctified in Joy Valley included Edgar
and Myra George; Rosie Patterson; Betty, Vernon and Hunter

Whittington;
Joe
and
Bertha Lee Cooper; Margie
Hedgepeth; Martha Lula
Walker and Sister Lula
Mae Cooper. In addition to
drawing the local residents, the power of the
meetings in Joy Valley also
drew Sanctified folks from
other areas. Among those
that visited was Sister
Sade Collins.
Finally, in 1931, Sister
Alice Clelland felt it was
time to move on. The

Hunter
Whittington
was a key
figure in the
Terry church.

Sanctified band headed for new ground
after Clelland installed
a leadership conference for the newlySanctified local people
who chose not to leave their homes. That conference included Lee Taylor, Hunter Whittington and Tommy White.
A tabernacle was eventually built in Terry, Miss., which
was three miles from Joy Valley. A solid congregation was
also built, but then a change occurred. Representatives from
the Sanctified Church of Christ, a religion that had basically
branched off of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church, arrived in
Terry in 1936. These people met with Whittington, and they
offered to build him a new church if he would shift his congregation to the Sanctified Church of Christ. Whittington
was told that his people could continue to worship in the
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The
Wilmington
congregation
meets in this
church on
Market
Street.

same way, and they would have a building for their services.
Whittington wasn’t certain what to do, so he sent a letter
to the Clellands asking for guidance. Whittington didn’t hear
back from the Clellands, and he eventually accepted the
offer from the Sanctified Church of Christ.
The church was built, and Whittington was ordained as
a minister in the Sanctified Church of Christ. Whittington
developed a strong congregation, and the group continued to work well with the Sanctified Church of Christ for
the next 14 years. However, in 1950, another change
came to Terry. The Sanctified Church of Christ altered its
direction in a number of ways, straying away from the
beliefs of the Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church. The new
Sanctified Church of Christ would include paid ministers,
musical instruments as a part of the services, tithing and
water baptisms.
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When Whittington was presented with these changes, he
informed the leaders of the Sanctified Church of Christ that
he was not interested in following that path. The two sides
discussed the issues at length, but Whittington would not
alter his position. In 1953, the Sanctified Church of Christ
finally removed Whittington as a minister.
As Mary Lou Mitchell remembered, “Brother Hunter was a
courageous man.” He had certainly come a long way in 20
years. It was said in Terry that before Whittington was
Sanctified, “even the devil would have blushed at his bad
works.” Following his Sanctification, those same folks marveled at “a new creature, a new life, a wonderful person that
Christ had made in Hunter Whittington.”
Whittington left the church with four people – his wife,
Betty; Mary Lou Mitchell; Pagie Walden, and Brother Robin.
This tiny band was now without a church, so Whittington
began hosting prayer meetings at his home. Later, the group
would move from house to house, holding meetings. This
was a difficult time for the small Sanctified band, but better
days were ahead.
“We were discouraged at that point,” Mitchell remembered. “That’s when Brother Hunter asked us, ‘How would
you like to meet the old folks? The first people that came
down here and Sanctified our people.’ I was astounded. I
asked, ‘Do you mean there is another church that preaches,
teaches and holds worship as we do?’”
The rest of the group thought it was a wonderful idea, so
they all headed to Georgia for the 1955 campmeeting.
“It was wonderful to be on the campground that first year
we were back,” Mitchell said. “They welcomed us back and
treated us like family. It was so good to see those people. We
had started to wonder if those people existed any more.”
The group was re-energized when they returned to
Mississippi, and they once again had the support of Christ’s
Sanctified Holy Church. They bought an old tent from another church along with some folding chairs. Mitchell and Pagie

The Southern
Boulevard
church held
many wonderful memories.

Walden sewed up the worn old tent “and prayed the seams
would hold.” The seams held, and the group began holding
tent meetings in the area.
Later that year, Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church officially
re-organized the Terry congregation when Joseph Clelland,
Ray Smith, Leon Stewart and Lee Jernigan visited the community. In April of 1956, construction was completed on a
church on Beasley Road in Terry. Ruth Ringe, Walden’s sister, was Sanctified just before the group moved into their
new church, and Lula Mae Walker became the first person
to be Sanctified in the new church.
The congregation suffered a setback in 1969 when
Whittington passed away. Pagie Walden said, “Everyone
loved Brother Hunter. We all felt like we had lost our Dad
when he died.”
Walden was named the new leader, with Billy Mitchell
acting as the assistant leader. The congregation continued
to move forward in the following years. A kitchen was added
to the church in 1996, and then the exterior was bricked and
carpet was added.
The Terry congregation has dwindled in numbers in the
past decades, but the group still holds onto the spirit of Joy
Valley.

The Carolina Coast - Wilmington, NC
Beginning in the 1960s, a group of Sanctified People
developed a successful congregation in Augusta, Ga. Two
decades later, a large portion of the Augusta group was
motivated to find a new home.
According to Ruthie Jernigan, a series of events led the
folks from Augusta to Wilmington, N.C., in May of 1985:
“Brother Leon and Sister Evelyn Ruth Stewart of
Charlotte, N.C., had an unction to go to Wilmington and
preach after the death of Sister Ella Dillon. The Lord was
working on both ends it seems, because a mighty revival
broke out in Wilmington.
“We rented a church on Southern Boulevard and had
Sunday afternoon meetings. Another church owned the
building, and they had Sunday morning and Sunday night
services. Lloyd and Betty Robuck were Sanctified, and then
they were joined by Sandy Mussellwhite, Edna (Dillon)
Schupp, Naomi (Dillon) Strickland, Roy Robuck, Rosh
Bennett, Wayne Roan and Charlie and Catherin Robuck.”
The remarkable spirit in Wilmington continued to burn,
and the Sanctified People were making weekly trips to the
city (a five-hour ride from Augusta, and four and a half hours
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from Charlotte). In June of 1986, the majority of the Augusta
crowd moved to Wilmington along with some Sanctified
People from Charlotte. Leon Stewart and Ben Jernigan
served as the leaders, and the congregation included people
from many different crowds.
Eventually, the Sanctified People in Wilmington purchased the church on Southern Boulevard from a Reverend
Gore. The building was renovated, and the Sanctified People
worshipped there from 1986 until 1994. Approximately 35
people were Sanctified in that church. Then, in 1989,
Stewart departed with a group of Sanctified People in order
to start a church in Greensboro, N.C.
At the same time, the community was reaching out to others at satellite meetings in small North Carolina towns like
Rose Hill, Hampstead and Southport.
In 1994, Brother Tommy Davis found a lot on Market
Street in Wilmington, and plans were made for a new church
in what would prove to be an ideal location. Construction
began with the help of Sanctified People from other cities,
and the new church quickly took shape. However, the old
church was sold before the new one was completed, so
services were held temporarily at the Scotts Hill Marina for
several weeks until the new building was finished.
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Even during the construction, the community continued
to thrive. Brother Dewey Tarr was converted in the old
church and then Sanctified in the new building on Market
Street.
“When he came to service in the old church, he shouted
all the way to the altar,” remembered Ruthie Jernigan. “He
got down and prayed and got up shouting some more, and
he has been shouting ever since!”
The spirit is still flowing on Market Street, where about 50
people were Sanctified in the church’s first decade. There is
dinner at the church every month, and the feast meeting is
still held on the Sunday closest to Feb. 14 each year. In 2003,
the church was in the process of adding on two Sunday
School rooms to their facility. Brother Ben Jernigan serves as
the leader and minister, and there is a five-member conference that includes Terry Clelland, Samm Jernigan, Charlie
Robuck, Rosh Bennett and Fances Rickards.
“We have spirit-filled meetings, all love one another, work
together and there is excitement in the air when we have
visitors,” summed up Ruthie Jernigan.

Former Churches
The following cities had Christ’s Sanctified Holy Churches
at some point, but the Sanctified People chose to move on to
other fields:
Anderson, S.C.
The core of the church in Anderson, S.C., came from
Atlanta between December 1946 and July 1949, with Alice
Clelland serving as the group leader. The list of people who
moved from Atlanta to Anderson during that period included:
Alice Clelland
Eddie Clelland
E. Joseph Clelland
Sr.
Beatrice Clelland

Bertie Jo Clelland
Hazel Mae
Clelland
Bonnie Jean
Clelland

E.J. “Buddy”
Clelland Jr.
Sadie Camp
Ruby Camp
Douglas Camp

Harley Gallop
Bill Gray
Ellen Gray
Lillie Gray
Billy Gray
Ed Hagan
Nettie Hagan

Clarence Merritt
Jr.
Eva Merritt
Frances Merritt
Roy Slappy
Agnes Slappy
LaRoy Slappy

Tommy Slappy
Joe Vaughn
Martha Vaughn
Joe Albert Vaughn
Jerry Wayne
Vaughn

In approximately 1948, another large influx came to
Anderson from St. Augustine, Fla. That Sanctified group
included:
Harry J. Beecham
Ruby Mae
Beecham
Harry J. Beecham
Jr.
Melvin Collier
Ina Collier
Melvin Gene
Collier
Ina Ruth Collier
Patricia Collier
Warren Curry
Rowena Curry
Levy Hagan

Grace Hagan
Ruth Hagan
Joe Hagan
Paul Hagan
Lois Hagan
Jimmy Hagan
Lee Hagan
Virgie Hagan
Mildred Hagan
George Murphy
Dot Murphy
Phillip Murphy
Alice Murphy
K.P. Patterson

Emma Patterson
Alton Patterson
Mary “Tiny”
Patterson
Vernon Patterson
Charles Patterson
Mary Ellen
Patterson
Tappy Rogers

Those two main groups were supplemented by Sanctified
families who came from other areas, including the Millers
(John and Dilla from Montgomery, Ala.) and the Carters (Gilp
and Cora from Wilmington, N.C.).
The Sanctified People enjoyed a prosperous period in
Anderson. When they held their first meetings in the town,
they only had 17 people in attendance. When the
Anderson Church was sold and the Sanctified People
moved to West Columbia, they had approximately 75 people in their group. Some of the people who got Sanctified
in Anderson were the Taylors (Nellie, Raymond and

Richard), the Gibbys, plus Mrs. Rice and her daughter.
The initial meetings in Anderson were brush harbor meetings. A tabernacle was then built, and the congregation
began to grow. The group did suffer a setback when Sister
Alice Clelland passed away on June 29, 1948. Following her
death, several people moved away from the community
(including John and Dilla Miller, who went back to
Montgomery). Most of the Anderson members moved to
Columbia shortly after Sister Alice’s death. Joseph Clelland
and his family were among the last to migrate to Columbia,
making the move on July 4, 1949.
Some additional cities that fromer churches were established.
Gainesville, Fla.
Harrisburg, Ark.
Huntsville, Ala.
Memphis, Tenn.
Orlando, Fla.

Statesville, Ga.
Summerville, S.C.
Thomasville, Ga.
Tucker, Ga.

Harrisburg, Arkansas
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Memphis, Tennessee

Summerville, South Carolina

Thomasville, Georgia

Tucker, Georgia
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APPENDIX
First Board No. 1
February 14, 1892
Chincoteague Island, Va.
Bro. Joseph B. Lynch
Sis. Sarah E. Collins
Bro. Parker W. Bowden
Sis. Sarah J. Bowden
Sis. Charlotte M. Lynch
Bro. John E. Collins
Bro. William J. Chandler
Sis Sarah E. Chandler
Bro. Aaron T. Bowden
Bro. John W. Jones
Bro. William J. Collins
Sis. Mary J. Bowden
Sis. Catharine Birch
Sis. Maria Bowden
Sis. Margaret Powell
Sis. Lucinda Bishop
Bro. Joseph S. Gray
Sis. Mariah C. Collins
Bro. James W. Workman

Bro. William Riggs
Sis. Eva Riggs
Bro. Isaac Riggs
Bro. John T. Boyce
Bro. Parker W. Bowden
Sis. Sarah B. Bowden
Bro. E.K. Leary
Bro. John Collins
Bro. W.R. Hanley
Deacon: Bro. John W. Miller
Deaconesses: Sis. Sarah E.
Collins
Sis. Charlotte H. Gray

Bro. Charlie Riggs
Sis. Alice Clelland
Sis. Mary Smith
Bro. William Riggs
Bro. John T. Boyce
Bro. Parker W. Bowden
Bro. E.K. Leary
Sis. Dilla Miller
Sis. Hattie Merritt
Bro. Callie Gray
Bro. A.J. Smith
Bro. Warren Curry
Sis. Millie Miller
Sis. Eva Riggs

Bro. Joseph B. Lynch

Deacon: Bro. Joseph B.
Lynch
Deaconess: Sis. Sarah E.
Collins
Board No. 1
1916
Louisville, Ky.
Sis. Sarah E. Collins
Bro. John W. Miller
Bro. Charlie Riggs
Sis. Alice Clelland

Bro. John W. Miller

Sis. Charlotte H. Gray

Sis. Sarah E. Collins
Sis. Charlotte Lynch
Sis. Jemima Bishop
Bro. Asher Fisher
Sis. Mary Hudson
Sis. Dilla Miller

Board No. 1
1920
Birmingham, Ala.
Sis. Sarah E. Collins
Bro. John W. Miller

Sis. Jemma Bishop
Sis. Sarah B. Bowden
Bro. W.R. Hanley
Deacon: Bro. John W.
Miller
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Deaconess: Sarah E.
Collins
Board No. 1
July 15, 1937
Wilmington, N.C.
Sis. Sarah E. Collins
Bro. John W. Miller
Bro. Charlie Riggs
Sis. Alice Clelland
Sis. Mary Beech
Bro. William Riggs
Bro. John T. Boyce
Bro. Rudolf Esclavon
Sis. Ritha Riggs
Bro. K.V. Copeland
Bro. Robert Hartsfield
Sis. Dilla Miller
Sis. Hattie Merritt
Sis. Maude Mills
Bro. E.P. Miller
Bro. Rufus Curry
Sis. Millie Miller
Bro. Paul Merritt Sr.
Sis. Eva Riggs
Deacon: Bro. John W. Miller
Deaconess: Sis. Sarah E.
Collins
Board No. 1
August, 1940
Perry, Ga.
Sis. Sarah E. Collins
Bro. Charles B. Riggs
Bro. Frank Barker
Bro. Rudolph Esclavon
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Bro. K.V. Copeland
Sis. Dilla Miller
Sis. Maude Mills
Bro. Paul Merritt Sr.
Sis. Millie Miller
Sis. Alice Clelland
Bro. John Miller
Sis. Mary Beech
Bro. John Boyce
Sis. Rither Riggs
Bro. Robert Hartsfield
Sis. Hattie Merritt
Bro. Edgar Miller
Sis. Eva Riggs
Bro. Rufus Curry
Deacon: Bro. John Miller
Deaconess: Sis. Sarah E.
Collins
Board No. 1
August, 1941
Perry, Ga.
Sis. Sarah E. Collins
Bro. Charles B. Riggs
Bro. Frank Barker
Bro. Rudolph Esclavon
Bro. K.V. Copeland
Sis. Dilla Miller
Sis. Maude Mills
Bro. Paul Merritt Sr.
Sis. Millie Miller
Sis. Alice Clelland
Bro. John Miller
Sis. Mary Beech
Sis. Jessie Sullivan
Sis. Rither Riggs
Bro. Robert Hartsfield

Sis. Hattie Merritt
Bro. Edgar Miller
Sis. Eva Riggs
Bro. Rufus Curry
Deacon: Bro. John Miller
Deaconess: Sis. Sarah E.
Collins
Board No. 1
October, 1949
Perry, Ga.
Sis. Hattie Merritt
Sis. Eva Riggs
Bro. Charles B. Riggs
Bro. K.V. Copeland
Bro. Rufus Curry
Bro. Paul Merritt Sr.
Sis. Mary Beech
Bro. Frank Barker
Bro. Robert Hartsfield
Sis. Dilla Miller
Sis. Millie Miller
Sis. Maude Mills
Sis. Rither Riggs
Bro. Edgar Miller
Bro. Rudolph Esclavon
Sis. Jessie Sullivan

Board No. 1
August, 1953
Bro. Frank Barker
Bro. Rudolph Esclavon
Bro. K.V. Copeland

Bro. Robert Hartsfield

Deacon: Bro. Robert
Hartsfield
Deaconess: Sis. Hattie
Merritt

Sis. Hattie Merritt

Bro. Rufus Curry
Sis. Dilla Miller
Sis. Maude Mills
Bro. Paul Merritt Sr.
Sis. Millie Miller
Bro. Ray Smith Sr.
Sis. Jessie Sullivan
Sis. Rither Riggs
Bro. Robert Hartsfield
Sis. Hattie Merritt
Bro. Otho Cox
Sis. Eva Riggs
Bro. Rufus Curry
Deacons: Bro. Robert
Hartsfield
Bro. Rufus Curry
Deaconess: Sis. Hattie
Merritt
Board No. 1
August, 1959
Bro. Frank Barker

Sis. Jessie Sullivan
Sis. Rither Riggs
Bro. Robert Hartsfield
Sis. Hattie Merritt
Bro. Otho Cox
Bro. Charlie Cogar
Bro. Rufus Curry
Bro. Frank Robuck
Bro. Rudolph Esclavon
Bro. K.V. Copeland
Sis. Dilla Miller
Sis. Maude Mills
Bro. Paul Merritt Sr.
Sis. Millie Miller
Bro. Ray Smith Sr.
Deacons: Bro. Robert
Hartsfield
Bro. Rufus Curry
Deaconess: Sis. Hattie
Merritt
Board No. 1
August 1961
Bro. Frank Barker
Sis. Jessie Sullivan
Sis. Rither Riggs
Bro. Robert Hartsfield
Bro. Timothy Merritt
Bro. Otho Cox
Bro. Charlie Cogar
Bro. Ray Smith Sr.
Bro. Frank Robuck
Bro. Willie Hagan
Bro. K.V. Copeland
Sis. Dilla Miller
Sis. Maude Mills
Bro. Paul Merritt Sr.

Sis. Millie Miller
Bro. Rufus Curry
Deacons: Bro. Robert
Hartsfield
Bro. Rufus Curry
Deaconess: Sis. Hattie
Merritt
Board No. 1
August 1964
Bro. Frank Barker
Sis. Jessie Sullivan
Sis. Jenny Curry
Bro. Robert Hartsfield
Bro. Timothy Merritt
Bro. Otho Cox
Bro. Charlie Cogar
Sis. Martha Vaughn
Bro. Frank Robuck
Bro. Willie Hagan
Bro. K.V. Copeland
Sis. Dilla Miller
Sis. Maude Mills
Bro. Paul Merritt Sr.
Sis. Ruby Jernigan
Bro. Ray Smith Sr.

Bro. Timothy Merritt
Bro. Otho Cox
Sis. Ruby Jernigan
Bro. Ray Smith Sr.
Bro. Joseph Clelland
Bro. Willie Hagan
Bro. Floyd Hagan
Sis. Millie Miller
Sis. Maude Mills
Bro. Paul Merritt Sr.
Sis. Martha Vaughn
Deacon: Bro. Paul Merritt
Sr.
Deaconess: Sis. Hattie
Merritt
Board No. 1
August 1974
Bro. Frank Barker
Sis. Jessie Sullivan
Bro. Ben Jernigan

Deacons: Bro. Robert
Hartsfield
Bro. Paul Merritt Sr.
Board No. 1
August 1972
Bro. Frank Barker
Sis. Jessie Sullivan
Sis. Jenny Curry
Bro. Harry Collins Jr.

Bro. Paul Merritt Sr.
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Bro. Harry Collins Jr.
Bro. Timothy Merritt
Bro. Otho Cox
Bro. Leon Stewart
Sis. Martha Vaughn
Bro. Joseph Clelland
Bro. Willie Hagan
Bro. Floyd Hagan
Bro. Bernard Collier
Sis. Maude Mills
Bro. Paul Merritt Sr.
Sis. Ruby Jernigan
Bro. Ray Smith Sr.
Deacons: Bro. Paul Merritt Sr.
Bro. Joseph Clelland
Deaconess: Sis. Jessie
Sullivan
Board No. 1
August 1, 1980
Bro. Joseph Clelland
Sis. Jessie Sullivan
Bro. Frank Barker
Bro. Ray Smith Sr.
Bro. Willie Hagan
Bro. Otho Cox
Bro. Leon Stewart
Bro. Timothy Merritt
Sis. Martha Vaughn
Bro. Floyd Hagan
Bro. Harry Collins Jr.
Bro. Ben Jernigan
Bro. Bernard Collier
Deacon: Bro. Joseph
Clelland
Deaconess: Sis. Jessie
Sullivan
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Sis. Jessie Sullivan

Board No. 1
August, 1982
Bro. Frank Barker
Sis. Jessie Sullivan
Bro. Ben Jernigan
Bro. Harry Collins Jr.
Sis. Jean Riggs
Bro. Otho Cox
Sis. Martha Vaughn
Bro. Joseph Clelland
Bro. Willie Hagan
Bro. Floyd Hagan
Bro. Bernard Collier
Sis. Maude Mills
Bro. Leon Stewart
Bro. Ray Smith Sr.

Bro. Ray Smith Sr.

Deacon: Bro. Joseph
Clelland
Deaconess: Sis. Jessie
Sullivan

Bro. Joseph Clelland

Board No. 1
August 1983
Bro. Frank Barker
Sis. Jessie Sullivan
Bro. Ben Jernigan
Bro. Harry Collins Jr.
Sis. Jean Riggs
Bro. Otho Cox
Bro. Leon Stewart
Bro. Ray Smith Sr.
Bro. Joseph Clelland
Bro. Willie Hagan
Bro. Floyd Hagan
Bro. Bernard Collier
Sis. Maude Mills
Sis. Martha Vaughn

Bro. Harry Collins Jr.
Deacons: Bro. Joseph
Clelland
Bro. Ray Smith Sr.
Bro. Harry Collins Jr.
Deaconess: Sis. Jessie
Sullivan

Board No. 1
August 1990
Sis. Martha Mustin
Sis. Jessie Sullivan
Bro. Ben Jernigan
Bro. Harry Collins Jr.
Sis. Jean Riggs
Bro. Otho Cox
Bro. Leon Stewart
Sis. Martha Vaughn
Bro. Glenn Copeland
Bro. Joseph Clelland
Bro. Willie Hagan
Bro. Floyd Hagan
Bro. Bernard Collier
Bro. Charlie Riggs
Sis. Mae Tim Merritt
Sis. Flora Price
Bro. Ray Smith Sr.
Deacons: Bro. Joseph
Clelland
Bro. Ray Smith Sr.
Bro. Harry Collins Jr.
Deaconess: Sis. Jessie
Sullivan
Board No. 1
February 14, 1992
Perry, Ga.
Bro. Joseph Clelland
Bro. Harry Collins Jr.
Bro. Floyd Hagan
Bro. Ben Jernigan
Bro. Leon Stewart
Bro. Ray Smith Sr.
Sis. Jessie Sullivan
Bro. Otho Cox

Bro. Willie Hagan
Sis. Jean Riggs
Bro. Bernard Collier
Bro. Steve Gray
Sis. Martha Mustin
Sis. Flora Price
Bro. Glenn Copeland
Bro. Charles Riggs
Deacons: Bro. Joseph
Clelland
Bro. Ray Smith Sr.
Bro. Harry Collins Jr.
Deaconess: Sis. Jessie
Sullivan

Bro. Leon Stewart
Sis. Martha Vaughn
Bro. Glenn Copeland
Bro. Ben Jernigan
Bro. Harry Collins Jr.
Sis. Jean Riggs
Bro. Otho Cox
Sis. Flora Price
Bro. Ray Smith Sr.
Deacons: Bro. Ray Smith
Sr.
Bro. Harry Collins Jr.
Bro. Floyd Hagan
Bro. Leon Stewart
Bro. Ben Jernigan

Bro. Leon Stewart

Board No. 1
August 2000
Sis. Martha Mustin
Bro. Floyd Hagan
Bro. Bernard Collier
Bro. Charles Riggs

Bro. Ben Jernigan

Bro. Floyd Hagan
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1939 Camp Meeting

1944 Camp Meeting
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1939 Camp Meeting

1944 Camp Meeting
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1950 Camp Meeting

1956 Camp Meeting
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1950 Camp Meeting

1956 Camp Meeting
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1964 Camp Meeting

1970 Camp Meeting
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1964 Camp Meeting

1970 Camp Meeting
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1976 Camp Meeting

1981 Camp Meeting
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1976 Camp Meeting

1981 Camp Meeting
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1986 Camp Meeting

1992 Camp Meeting
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1986 Camp Meeting

1992 Camp Meeting
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2000 Camp Meeting
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2000 Camp Meeting
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History of Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church

