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Pre-Service
Hymn Sing
Resumes
August 10

S ave t h e D a te
To C e l e b r a t e
Living Waters will celebrate its
40th anniversary on
Sunday, December 7, 2014
There will be one service at
10:00, special guests and special music. We will also enjoy a
brunch a3er the service. Don’t
miss this fes,ve event. Celebrate our journey of 40 years
and look to the future for more
ways to serve our Lord.

Loosen up those vocal cords
and get ready to sing your favorite hymns before the service
on August 10. We start singing
at 9:50—just 10 minutes before
the service. Arrive a bit early so
you can look up the number of
your favorite song in the red
hymnal.

S . O . S . S U N DAY –
SEPTEMBER 7, 2014
By Ellen Hanson

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is
designated by the ELCA to be a na,onwide
dedicated day of service. It will be held on
September 7, 2014. Many congrega,ons
across the na,on have signed up to par,cipate in this special event. Ideas for par,cipa,on range from cleaning streets and parks
to visi,ng with residents in assisted living
facili,es.
Living Waters Lutheran Church has signed up
to be a par,cipant in this important day also.
Our theme is S.O.S.
Stock Our Shelves Sunday

On this Sunday we are asking everyone to par,cipate by bringing items that will help to
Stock Our Shelves for the Community Meals
program. As we get closer to September 7,
the community meals team will be speaking
to us about what they need for this important
program in our community.
Shortly a3er September 7, every congrega,on
that par,cipates will have an opportunity to
share their experience and the impact it will
make in communi,es around the country. It
will be exci,ng to celebrate what God accomplishes through the many parts of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Watch for more details on how you can support our local program.

Distribution of the Church Constitution
and Organization Documents
This note is published to let people
As members of the Evangelical Lutheran
of the congrega,on
Church in America (ELCA) we have a Cons,tu- know where you can
,on that provides informa,on about the es- obtain copies of the
tablishment and opera,on of our Church.
Cons,tu,on and Organiza,on Documents.
This document conforms with the Model
A few copies of the Documents will be availaCons,tu,on for Congrega,ons of the Evanble in the Narthex together with the Small
gelical Lutheran Church in America.
Groups Brochure. Also either of the DocuLast fall we made some amendments to our ments can be sent to you as an aAachment
to an e-mail. Please contact Kris in the
document as requested by our Synod. On
Church Oﬃce if you would like to have an
November 24, 2013 our amended cons,tue-mail copy, her e-mail address is
,on was approved by the congrega,on.
kris@livingwaterslutheran.com
Also, last fall the Congrega,on approved
our Church Organiza,on document a3er
The computer ﬁle names for these docua review of our church Mission.
ments are:
The Church Organiza,on document includes
a “Con,nuing Resolu,on” as deﬁned in the
Cons,tu,on; hence the two documents pro- Cons tu on of the Lutheran Church of the
vide important descrip,ons and guidance for Living Waters 2013 approved and
our Church. A valuable addi,on to this infor- Church Org 2013approved w App
ma,on is the brochure describing the Small
Groups ac,vi,es.
By David Lanning

P raye r S h awl M i n i s t r y

O u r Fa v o r i t e
Harpist
Returns

By Char DeWitt

We con,nue to meet
throughout the summer
on the second Tuesday of
each month at 4:00pm.
We sent ten prayer shawls with Kris and Sheri
to the W/ELCA triennial gathering so our ministry is spreading beyond our doors once
again. If you know of someone who would
beneﬁt from receiving a prayer shawl, please
let us know. They do not have to be a member
of our congrega,on.

On August 17, Tasha
Robinson, the professional harpist, will once
again bring her beau,ful
music to our worship.
Tasha will play the
prelude, special music,
music during the service
and the postlude. She
is with us through the
generosity of one of our members.
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Women of the ELCA
Triennial Convention

women aAending the triennial.

On both Friday and Saturday
mornings the day began with
speakers and was sprinkled with
On July 24-27, 2014, twentygreat music by local musicians.
seven hundred women of all
Opening remarks on Friday were
ages and from every state in the given by Bishop Rev. Elizabeth
union and the Caribbean aAend- Eaton. Dr. Diane Jacobson was
ed the 9th Triennial of WELCA in our Bible Study leader for both
CharloAe, North Carolina. As the days, focusing on the visit bename implies, the conven,on is tween Mary, mother of Jesus,
held every three years. Fi3y-ﬁve and Elizabeth, mother of John
women were from our Florida
the Bap,st.
Bahamas Synod; three of us
Friday’s featured speaker was
were from Living Waters: Kris
Susan Sparks. She is a pastor at
Dines, Sheri Moehling and
Madison Avenue Bap,st Church
Gayle Backiel.
in New York, author of the book,
This was a terriﬁc experience,
Laugh your Way to Grace, and is
beginning with a worship service currently touring the country
on Thursday evening. How won- with a Rabbi and a Muslim who
derful to be part of a group of
together are showing America
2,700 women all in one place,
that humor heals. She is also
worshipping our Lord. A3er the teaching a comedy course to
service we were given the oppor- clergy of every faith. We were
tunity to meet Rev. Elizabeth
able to laugh as we learned.
Eaton, presiding bishop of the
Saturday’s featured speaker was
ELCA.
Becca Stevens who brought a
servant’s heart to our mul,genera,onal dialogue. She is an
Episcopal priest and is founder of
Magdalene & Thistle Farms. This
is an organiza,on that stands
with women who are recovering
from violence, addic,on, pros,tu,on and life on the streets.
She spoke with compassion and
The theme Bible verse for the
weekend was Isaiah 58:12. “Your humor and showed how the orancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you ganiza,on is standing in the
shall raise up the founda,ons of breach and repairing the streets
to help these women. She
many genera,ons; you shall be
proudly wore a T-shirt that said
called the repairers of the
“Love Heals.”
breach, the restorers of streets
to live in.” All the speakers exThe Triennial also featured 8
panded on that theme to give
diﬀerent workshops in the a3erhope and direc,on to the
noons, covering areas of life
By Gayle Backiel
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from prenatal care to widowhood and many other topics.
Besides these excellent learning
opportuni,es there was a huge
room of exhibits called the DOR
with everything from quilts to
prayer shawls to organiza,ons
which help women vic,ms of
traﬃcking to aids in teaching
children about Jesus to items
available for sale from the Holy
Land.
There were ‘in kind’ gi3s for local
chari,es as well as Lutheran
World Relief. Collected for ‘in
kind gi3s’ were 15,877 phone
card minutes, toiletry items,
socks & underwear, quilts and
quilt kits, 1,508 prayer shawls,
and gi3 cards worth $14,785.
We also had ,me to see a bit of
the local scenery. CharloAe is a
beau,ful city. We walked about
7 blocks from the hotel to the
conven,on center and never felt
anything but safe. There were 3
or 4 restaurants in every block.
During the day the streets were
ﬁlled with business people and
tourists. We saw waterfalls in
nearly every block and jazz bands
playing on the corners. At night,
bright neon lights lined the
streets which were ﬁlled with
college students ready to party.
We took a bus tour one a3ernoon to learn the history of the
city and took a horse and carriage ride in the evening to see
the beau,ful city lights in a quiet
sePng.
The next Triennial will be in
Minneapolis, MN in three years.
Let’s start saving our pennies for
another wonderful experience
with women of the ELCA.

ken. Not only the cross was damaged, but
some of the concrete statues in the garden
had broken parts – wings and praying hands
By Paul Cartwright
of the cherub were broken oﬀ and the statue
If you haven’t walked in the Memorial Garden of Jesus in the corner was destroyed. A police
report has been ﬁled.
adjacent to the church, you should check it
out. This resQul garden contains benches,
A plan to u,lize the broken marble cross withstatues, a memorial brick path and is a comin the garden in a diﬀerent way has been defor,ng place to relax and contemplate. Cencided by the church council. It is felt the contral in the garden is a marble cross with the
crete cherub statue can be repaired, but the
words “IN MEMORY OF OUR LOVING
Jesus statue is no longer usable.
FRIENDS” engraved on it.
If anyone would like to help fund this restoraOver the 4th of July weekend some vandalism
,on, it would be appreciated. Any dona,ons
occurred in the garden. The 4 foot high marble
should be designated to “restore the
cross was found lying on the ground and broMemorial Garden.”

L . W. M e m o r i a l G a r d e n
Va n d a l i z e d

The Symbolism Behind
the Placement of Statuary
in Our Memorial Garden
By Carol Sutton and Judy Johnson

Planning a memorial garden requires thought
and knowledge of Chris,an symbolism and beliefs. You might ﬁnd it interes,ng to know the
reasoning behind the placement of the various
items in our own memorial garden.
The entrance to the memorial garden is on the southwest side of the church. West is the side
of the sePng sun, hence death. The south end, where the sun dial is located, may be considered symbolically the domain of ,me. The cross near the entrance reminds us of dying with
Christ: “Through the grave and gate of death, you have opened the kingdom of heaven to all
believers.”
At the northeast corner, a statue of the risen Christ symbolically welcomes believers into
eternity—east being the side of the rising sun, hence resurrec,on.
The garden is primarily intended as a place for scaAering the ashes of members, associate
members, their spouses or children and those who by their regular worship and support of
the congrega,on have become a part of our fellowship. Remains are scaAered and are not
buried in a container. It is also intended as a place for prayer and medita,on. Small worship
services, weddings and educa,on classes may be conducted there. Engraved bricks commemorate those whose ashes have been scaAered in the garden.
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S u n d ay S c h o o l
Registration is
September 7

S u n d a y S c h o o l L e s s o n s t o Fo c u s
on Exploring the Bible
by Patty Pauley

Sunday School is right around the corner. We will begin
our fall sessions on Sunday, September 7.
You won't want to miss out on the exci,ng adventure
we will be going on!
Are you ready to be a Bible Explorer? Then stop by and
get your gear as we get ready to head out on an expedi,on that promises to be ﬁlled with exci,ng adventures.
We will meet lots of people along the way, and share
some stories (parables) around the campﬁre as we travel
through the Bible. I hope to see you at the campsite on
September 7.

We will be doing our registra,on
the ﬁrst day of Sunday School, so
moms, dads, grandmas, and
grandpas, please plan on spending
a few extra minutes a3er church
to ﬁll out the form.
We need just the basic informa,on: name, address, emergency contact, and medical info such
as allergies.
Ques,ons? Contact PaAy at
941-429-2303
Or: queenmom6@verizon.net

W h a t Wa s G o i n g o n i n t h e
Summer of 1974?
In addi,on to the founding of Living Waters Lutheran Church 40
years ago, you might remember these signiﬁcant events or, if you
were a wee one at that ,me, you may have read about them!

Celebrating
40
Years
1974—2014

On August 9, 1974, Richard Nixon resigned as President of the United States following the Watergate break in and the issues surrounding it. Gerald Ford was sworn in to succeed him.
Gary Player, legendary golfer, won the 103rd Bri,sh Open.
The Carpenters had a hit song: I Won’t Last a Day Without You.
Billy Graham, called the Messenger of Hope, organized a conference
of interna,onal evangelists in Switzerland in an eﬀort to pool worldwide resources, outreaches and ini,a,ves.
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On a personal note…

Happy Birthday
Consider making a connec,on with a
member by sending a birthday card. If
your name has been omiAed from this
list of members or the date is in error,
please contact the church oﬃce to make
the correc,on.
Aug. 3
Aug. 5
Aug. 7
Aug. 9
Aug. 10
Aug. 11
Aug. 13
Aug. 15
Aug. 17
Aug. 19
Aug. 23
Aug. 25
Aug. 27

LuAnn Wegener
Genn Mendez
Barbara Williams
Pat Dinges, Joe Moreno
David Bridegam
Marianne Oines
Karen Bridegam
Ben Ryder
Caren Karns, Bob Oines
Joan Parcels
Zach May
Valerie Biassi
Terri Helland

T h e M e s s e n g e r is published
monthly by Living Waters Lutheran
Church with printed copies usually distributed the ﬁrst Sunday of each month.
Copies are also available at:
www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via
email distribu,on.
To have informa,on included in the
newsleAer, please write your content
and send it to Judy Johnson, editor and
publisher: j3john@comcast.net. Ar,cles
must be submiAed by the 21st of each
month, unless otherwise speciﬁed, for
publica,on the following month and may
be edited.

In Sympathy...Jeanne Hobart passed away on
Sunday, July 20. Our sympathies are with her
daughter, Morgan Hobart, and son, Logan Hobart.
Cards can be sent to Jeanne’s home address:
5703 Talbrook Rd. North Port, FL 34287. Her
memorial service will be held at the church on
Monday, August 11 at 11:00.
Thank you...Karl Mortensen sends his thanks to
everyone for your cards and prayers as he recovered from his accident on the way home from
North Port to Branchport, New York. He says he is
nearly completely healed. He has asked that we
remember in our prayers his son, Jim, who was
seriously injured in a motorcycle accident in July.
Jim is expected to make a complete recovery but
will be oﬀ work for several months.
From Judy Johnson...I would like to oﬀer my sincere and profuse thanks to everyone for your
prayers, cards, phone calls and email messages
during my absence for back surgery. I am resuming my du,es as director of worship and music on
August 10. The healing process will go on yet for
several months and I need to be cau,ous about
what I do. But, most of all, I need to be pa,ent
about all of it. And you know how hard that is!
Physical Address
Living Waters Lutheran Church and Preschool
12475 Chancellor Blvd.
Port CharloAe, FL 33953
Mailing Address
PO Box 8064
North Port, FL 34290
941-625-8090
www.livingwaterslutheran.com
Oﬃce Hours: 9:00am-Noon, Mon. - Thurs.

If you have ques,ons about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please
contact Pastor Dell Shiell via email at: pastor@livingwaterslutheran.com
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