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About This Issue…

We l c o m e t o P a s t o r J i m
and Dee Glander

Read everything in this issue! It
We welcome our October Guest Pastor, Pr. Jim Glander
contains important and interesting
and his wife, Dee, from North Augusta, SC where Pr. Jim
information that you will want
recently retired from Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.
and need to know.
Pr. Jim grew up on a dairy farm near Green Bay, WI
The next issue of The Messenger where he lived through high school. His path to becoming a pastor was not a direct one however. He graduated
will appear in November. Deadline for articles is October 21. See from Concordia Teacher’s College in River Forest, IL
where he met his wife, Dee. His assignment after gradulast page for details.
ating was teaching at a Lutheran school in Floissant, MO.
Thanks,
During that time, he was also called to be the Director of
Judy Johnson,
Editor and Publisher Christian Education at a nearby Lutheran church. He and
Dee married and lived in the area for the next 13 years.
He was then called to teach middle school at Zion
Lutheran School, Deerfield Beach, FL. During his 13th
year there, Zion Lutheran Church was in need of an
associate pastor and Jim was asked to help out.
More changes occurred and Jim heeded the call to
attend seminary.

Where’s My
Pictorial Directory?
Are you still waiting for your new
Pictorial directory? Good news!
They are here. If you had your picture taken for the directory and did
not receive it yet, directories will
be available in the Social Hall after
the service on October 6. See
Gayle and Rick, sign your picture on
your photo and a new directory is
yours.

In 1993, Jim, Dee and their three daughters moved to
South Carolina where Jim attended seminary. Dee supported the family by teaching. Dee has extensive experience in education and also was a founding director of a
preschool in Florida.
Throughout their journey, Pr. Jim says that he can “clearly
see how God’s hands nurtured and sustained us and
moved us into areas of ministry that were truly a blessing
to me and our family.”
We thank them for being with us and hope that their
time with us will be counted as another blessing to them.
We look forward to getting to know you.

A Message From the Pastor
Christians are often referred to as “pilgrims”
and “sojourners” because our home here on
earth in only temporary. Our eternal home
is in heaven—and we are just “passing
through” this world on our way home.
Well, this past month, Diane and I experienced another of our earthly pilgrimages
or sojourning—we moved from a house to
a condo! While many are aware of this
transition in our lives, I am writing to get
the word out to more of you.

condo about 2
blocks from Fishermen’s Village.

Something else that has been interesting for
us, personally, is that we have come full circle. The condominium complex where we
live is where Diane’s parents lived when we
first started coming to visit Florida in 1985
and where they continued to live when we
moved to Venice in 1990. Our children were
on hand to see the swimming pool here built
Diane and I made the decision to move after nearly 30 years ago!
many months of conversation and prayer.
Yes, this involves changes—less living space
Over two and a half years ago, when Diane’s
and a longer commute to Living Waters.
mother, Leone, needed to move into a reHowever, change is inevitable—and we
tirement facility—and she needed to sell her
believe God’s hand is in it all.
2-bedroom condo in Punta Gorda—Diane
Plus, I have to admit that I am a lot more
and I took the plunge and purchased her
sympathetic with others of you who have
home. At the time, we didn’t know what
recently moved or will do so in the nearthe future held for us, but we knew this
term. As we disposed of 70% of all our
decision was helpful for Leone.
earthly possessions (and it felt like we were
Meanwhile, the recession (though seemingly
“throwing our life away”), we realized that
coming to an end) caught up with us at
after the hard emotional work was over (or
Living Waters and I have had to take very
nearly so), we started to feel lighter and
big cuts in my salary. First, I went to 80%
better equipped to really enjoy the next
salary. Then, in 2013, I went to 67% salary.
phase of our life together as a married couThis not only affected our personal income, ple and as your pastor at Living Waters.
but also our retirement income.
New address for the Shiells:
Diane and I have been happy to do whatever
287 Coldeway Drive,
we possibly could to make sure that Living
Punta Gorda, FL 33950
Waters remained strong and headed in the
right direction, regardless of the personal
Our telephone number, cellphone numbers,
sacrifice this required of us. However, the
and email addresses remain the same.
time came when we realized that God wanted us to do what lots of people our age (62
In Christ,
years old) do: it was time to downsize. So,
Pastor Dell
that is what we have done—moving from a
big house on a big lot to a maintenance-free
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W h a t w e s ay. . . W h a t we d o … I s t h e r e a m a t c h ?
During the month of October, members of
the Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC)
will be presenting Mission Moments before
each service. During these short presentations, we will review our mission, vision,
motto, core values and commitments. It is
the responsibility of the LRPC to periodically
review these statements and it has been
nearly 10 years since that has been done.

in 1999 and
subsequently
simplified on
Visioning Day,
October 16,
2004.
A special questionnaire will
be distributed to all members on October 13.
You will be asked to return it on October 20,
the following Sunday. A summary of your
input will be included in the final presentation
on October 27. If you have specific questions
prior to that time, please contact any
one of our LRPC Members.

Why do this? These are the key reasons: to
make sure everyone in the congregation is
aware of what these statements are and
what they mean; to determine if what these
statements say matches what we do; and
to have the congregation submit your
thoughts on other programs and ministries
that you would like to support with both your
time and resources.

David Lanning, Chair; Dru Munson,
Daryl Mendez, Ellen Hanson, Judy Johnson,
Scott Hanson, Pastor Shiell

The church’s Mission Statement was approved

O u r C ur re nt S ta te m e nts
Our Vision
Sharing God’s love in word and deed by praising God and serving the community
Our Motto
Sharing Christ in Word and Deed
Our Core Values
Love God and neighbor; God’s will, not our own; Good Stewardship;
Openness to change and new ideas; flexibility
Our Three Commitments
Commitment to Christ, Commitment to the Body of Christ, and
Commitment to the work of Christ in North Port and beyond
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By Gayle Backiel

M e e t Yo u r C o u n c i l M e m b e r s

Editor’s Note: This month’s featured Council
Member is Gayle Backiel.

“Purpose Driven
Church.”

I have been married to a wonderful husband,
Rick Backiel for 21 years. We have 6 children
between us (four his, two mine), five grandchildren and one great grandson. Many of
you know our grandson, Nick. I was born in
Saginaw, Michigan (I think they wrote as song
about that, lol) Rick was born in Burlington,
Vermont. We met in Port Charlotte, Florida
22 yeas ago.

Separate from the
Council, I am currently President of
Women of the ELCA
at
Living Waters Lutheran Church and CoPresident, along with Sheri Moehling, for the
Mid-Gulf Conference of WELCA.

This year, in the area of small groups we are
planning some new opportunities for Bible
I actually have two positions currently on the Study, prayer and praise. We also plan groups
Church Council. The first is Financial Secrefor fellowship and ministry. One of those is a
tary. The purpose of this position is “To recottage type group called Fellowship Dinners
ceive and deposit all funds of the congregawith sessions including dining in one another’s
tion, maintain a record of all contributions,
homes and getting to know one another
and make regular reports to the Congregation better. There is also a Men’s Group planned
Council and Congregation.” The bulk of this
called R.O.M.E.O.S. (Retired Old Men Enjoying
responsibility is being handled by Marty
Outside.) There will be more information on
Savard, Carol Piltz and Kris Dines. Their
these groups soon.
efforts are greatly appreciated.
We on the council are very excited about all
I am also the Leader of the Small Groups Team the new things planned for this season and
on your church council. The purpose of this
the coming year.
position, according to our Church Organization
Document, is “To allow the congregation to
carry out its mission by providing focused
Help Colorado Flood Victims
small group ministries, community outreach
Record rainfall in September has produced
programs, and Christian education programs
major flooding in Colorado. Three ELCA
for all ages which are consistent with the mischurch buildings have sustained damage.
sion of the Church and which enhance and
More than 18,000 homes and businesses
promote spiritual growth and involvement.
have been destroyed or impacted.
The Small Group Ministries team includes all
Your help is needed. Make your check paysmall groups, community outreach teams,
able to Living Waters and write "U.S.
and Christian education teams. ”
Floods" in the memo line. The church will
I have some experience in this area as I was
send all gifts to the ELCA. Your gift will be
Lay Ministry Coordinator at Living Waters for
used in full -- 100 percent -- to help disaster
three years and headed the small group initiasurvivors clean-up, rebuild and recover.
tives for the “Purpose Driven Life” and the
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Wo m e n o f t h e E L C A Fa l l G a t h e r i n g
You are invited to our Fall Gathering at Lake Yale, Leesburg, Florida
on November 8-10 (Friday evening through Sunday afternoon). This
women’s retreat includes workshops, fellowship, worship services,
Bible study, fun, rest, great food and hotel-style accommodations.
We will carpool from Living Waters on Friday morning (Nov. 8) at
9am. The rooms are double occupancy so bring a friend or relative.
The registration forms for overnight accommodations, workshop list,
workshop registration and all the particulars can be found online at
www.flwelca.com, click on Fall Gathering and print your forms.
You may also contact Sheri Moehling 429-1552 or Kris Dines at the
church office for the forms and further information about the retreat. Deadline for sending in registration forms is October 15, 2013.

Theme for the Retreat: God’s Peace
Please come and join us
Women’s Board; Mid-Gulf
Conference Board

T h e S eve n
Holy Habits
1. Pray daily
2. Worship weekly
3. Read the Bible
daily
4. Serve in ministry
5. Relate in a small
group
6. Give a tithe
7. Share your faith

Preschool Update
By Susan D’ Amico

Our school year is off to a great start. We have
8 VPK students and 12 children in our 3 year old
class. I want to welcome Gail Serianni to our
Preschool team. She has taken over the 3 year
old class as the lead teacher and we are lucky
to have her!
If anyone would like to volunteer to read to the
children, play some games, or just help out during party days, please feel free to call me at
429-9332. We would love to have you meet
the children.
Earring: Blue cross
Travel Coffee Cup: Black,
Bass Pro Shop logo
To claim, contact Kris at
the church office,
941-625-8090.
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There will be
showers of blessings
Ezekiel 34: 26

We have had more than our share of
rain in SW Florida during the last weeks
of September but on September 29, the
sun was shining brightly. On that day,
Daryl Mendez, a Thrivent Board Member, presented the following Matching
Funds to three of our Ministries.
Preschool: $750
A Special Time: $750
Community Dinners: $500
Special thanks to Daryl for continuing to
identify funding opportunities for
Living Waters through Thrivent.

R e f o r m a t i o n S u n d ay I s O c t o b e r 2 7
Test your knowledge about one of the most significant events in the Christian Church.
As we celebrate the
Reformation on Sunday,
October 27, we pause to
remember the courage
of the great reformer,
Martin Luther.

1.At the time of the Reformation, Martin
Luther was a _____ in the Roman Catholic
Church.
2. Luther nailed (number) ___ Theses to the
church door in ___________, Germany in
the year ______.

Romans 3: 19-28 is con3. Luther believed that people were justified
sidered to be at the heart
by _______ not by _____.
of the preaching of Martin
4. A major issue of the Reformation was the
Luther and the other Reformation leaders.
selling of ____________ by the Roman
19
Now we know that whatever the law says,
Catholic Church as a means of purchasing
it speaks to those who are under the law, so
someone’s way into _______________.
that every mouth may be silenced, and the
whole world may be held accountable to God. 5. Luther caused such a stir with his writings
20
that he was __________________ from the
For “no human being will be justified in his
Roman Catholic Church and branded as a
sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for
through the law comes the knowledge of sin. heretic.
21
But now, apart from law, the righteousness 6. A few years after he nailed his writings to
of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the church door, he was summoned to a
the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness hearing in the city of _____. He was told that
of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who he had to renounce what he wrote. Did he do
believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all that? ___ In his statement in court, Luther
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; said: “Here I _______, I ________ do other24
they are now justified by his grace as a gift, wise. ______ help me. Amen.”
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
25
7. Luther translated the Bible into what
whom God put forward as a sacrifice of
language? _____________
atonement by his blood, effective through
faith. He did this to show his righteousness,
8. Martin Luther wrote a song that we always
because in his divine forbearance he had
sing on Reformation Sunday called:
passed over the sins previously committed;
______________________________
26
it was to prove at the present time that he
9. Bonus: What did Martin Luther do that
himself is righteous and that he justifies the
started a new trend among church leaders
one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what beregarding relationships?
comes of boasting? It is excluded. By what
_____________________
law? By that of works? No, but by the law of
faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified
Answers on Page 7.
by faith apart from works prescribed by the
law.
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P raye r S h awl M i n i s t r y
By Char De Witt

We continue to knit and crochet prayer shawls with new
and creative patterns and yarns. If you know of someone
who would benefit by receiving a shawl, please contact
any one of the prayer shawl members or simply call or
email the church office. These shawls are for members of
our congregation and also for friends who are not members. If you would like to join us, we meet the second and
fourth Tuesdays of each month at the church at
4:00pm. God's Work. Our Hands!

Answers to Reformation
Questions
1. Monk
2. 95, Wittenburg, 1517
3. Faith/Grace; Works
4. Indulgences, Heaven
5. Excommunicated
6. Worms, No, Stand,
Cannot, God
7. German
8. A Mighty Fortress
9. Got married

W h o I s T h e E x e c u t o r f o r Yo u r W i l l ?
By Pastor Dell and Diane Shiell
Editor’s Note: Pastor Dell and Diane are Co-Directors of Planned Giving for Living Waters.

One of the most important decisions you will make as you prepare a will is to name an executor. An executor is someone (could be an individual or an institution) who accepts the
responsibility for handling your estate and making sure the terms of your will are carried
out.
The main thing to look for when selecting your executor is someone who is dependable,
honest, good with paperwork and well-organized. Also, pick someone you believe will
outlive you.

What does an executor do?







Files necessary court papers for the probate process
Takes an inventory of everything in the estate
Uses your estate's funds to pay bills including taxes, funeral costs, etc.
Handles details like terminating credit cards and notifying banks and government
agencies like Social Security and the post office of the death.
Prepares and files final income tax returns
Distributes assets to the beneficiaries named in the will

Whomever you ask to be your executor, make sure to get their okay before you name
them in your will—and tell them the terms of your will and where your key documents
are located.
Please remember Living Waters when you prepare or update your will by naming
“The Living Waters Fund” as a beneficiary. You may give more to your church from your
estate than you gave during your entire lifetime. What a blessing—both to you and to
your church!
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Marketing Update

crease our involvement in the
By Ellen Hanson
North Port
October has arrived - and very soon, so will
Chamber of
the snowbirds. We thought it might be a good Commerce.
time to let you know some things we are doWe will continue
ing to help increase the visibility of Living
our booth at the
Waters Lutheran Church.
North Port Newcomers Event which is held
We have a brand new ad that will be used in
quarterly at the library and are planning to
several publications. We are targeting the
participate in the North Port Holiday Parade
seniors and snowbirds by placing this ad in
with the Preschool Float. Additionally, we will
the monthly newsletters of several parks
have our annual Golf Tournament for the
nearby - Harbor Isles, Lazy River, La Casa,
Preschool at Heron Creek November 2.
Harbor Cove, Riverwalk, and Holiday Park.
Hopefully, we will be able to encourage more
There will also be an ad in the 2014 North
and more visitors to come and see what our
Port Community Guide.
church is all about. You can help by sharing
We are continuing our weekly ad in the
our story whenever you can and by greeting
Charlotte Sun Newspaper and will try to
any new visitors you may see in church on
increase our exposure in the religious news
Sundays. Together we can get the word out
area as well.
about our “little white church in the country”
and look forward to receiving more new memWe are exploring an opportunity with the
bers into our church family.
WENG radio station and are planning to in-

Wo m e n i n A c t i o n

O u r Yo u t h M o ve m e n t

Looking for a Women’s Bible Study? Here’s
the answer.

We have 5 children active in Sunday school
so be sure to stop by to see their pictures on
bulletin board. They make great looking
detectives!

When: Friday, October 18, at 1 pm
Where: Sheri Moehling’s home at 5001
Kingsley Road, North Port off Sumter &
Richmond Terrace
Focus: Ephesians Bible study with Life
Lessons from Max Lucado
Lesson Theme: The Power of Faith

We are planning a Halloween party/teen lock in for
October 25. The youth are
looking for donations of
candy for games and goodie bags. If you'd like to donate, please place your donation in the box outside
the Sunday School room.

Come join us this month for study, fellowship, prayer, snacks, and service to others.
We support the “Toiletries for the Needy.”

Special thanks to Patty Pauley and the Pauley
family for their commitment to our youth.

Sheri Moehling, Facilitator

8

Sunday Servants

~

October 2013

Please check the schedule to verify the days you will be a Sunday Servant.
Where you see a blank space, please consider signing up to help out.
The sign-up book is on the table in the Narthex.
Function

Oct.6

Oct. 13

Oct. 20

Oct. 27

Ushers (4)

Altar Guild (1)

B. Drechsel

B. Drechsel

B. Drechsel

B. Drechsel

Counters (2)

A. Banks

K. Grant

L. Ertle

B. Cartwright

J. Parcels

M. Savard

M. Savard

J. Pauley

Lay Reader (1)

P. Keller

K. Bridegam

K. Hoeppner

C. De Witt

Comm. Assist. (1)

P. Dinges

Pastor

P. Keller

Pastor

Greeters (2)

K. Hoeppner

D. Poe

B. Carlock

B. Carlock

J. Hoeppner

M. Poe

C. Piltz

C. Piltz

C. Piltz

C. Piltz

D. Mendez

M. Savard

T. Hernandez

L. Shelton

Host (1)
Fellowship
set up
clean up
Nursery (1)

PowerPoint (1)
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On a personal note…

Happy Birthday
If your name has been omitted from this list
of members or the date is in error, please
contact the church office to make the correction. Consider making a connection with
a member by sending a birthday card.
Oct. 2
Oct. 9
Oct. 13
Oct. 14
Oct. 16
Oct. 17
Oct. 20
Oct. 21
Oct. 22
Oct. 23
Oct. 26
Oct. 27
Oct. 28
Oct. 29

Jack Eriksen
Carolann Cortese
Carol Piltz
Kyle Gullickson, Becky Jones,
Jack Alexander
Peggy Pulfer
Neil Booth
Madeline Houser
Harold Lapprich
Kristy Boyette
Travis Buck, Susan Stinson
Elizabeth Collegian
Liam Pena, Arlena Cressman
Jordan Kolb
Walter Klinger

6th Annual Preschool
G o l f To u r n a m e n t
Saturday, November 2, 2013
Heron Creek Golf & Country Club
It’s time to sign up for our annual Preschool
Golf Tournament fund raiser. All levels of
golfers are welcome to participate in this fun
event. Round up a foursome or sign up to join
a group.
7:00am Registration
8:00am Shot Gun Start
4-Person Scramble
$75 per person includes 18 holes, clubhouse
lunch, two drink tickets, cart fees, range balls,
gratuities and door prizes.
Prizes for longest drive (men’s and women’s),
closest to the pin (men’s and women’s), 1st
and 2nd place teams, numerous door prizes.
Entry sheets are on the table in Narthex
Entry Deadline is October 26
A good time is guaranteed!
See Daryl Mendez with questions.

T h e M e s s e n g e r is published
monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church
with printed copies distributed the first
Sunday of each month. Copies are also
available at:
www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via
email distribution.
To have information included in the newsletter, please write your content and send it
to Judy Johnson: j3john@comcast.net.
Articles must be submitted by the 21st of
each month for publication the following
month and may be edited. Pictures are not
printed.

Physical Address
Living Waters Lutheran Church and Preschool
12475 Chancellor Blvd.
Port Charlotte, FL 33953
Mailing Address
PO Box 8064
North Port, FL 34290
941-625-8090
www.livingwaterslutheran.com
Office Hours: 9:00am-Noon, Mon. - Thurs.

If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please
contact Pastor Dell Shiell via email at: pastor@livingwaterslutheran.com
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