Be sure to mark your calendars. Here are some important dates, as we
get ready for Christmas.
We need lots of help to decorate the church. Please join
us on Saturday, December 4 at 9am to set up the
Christmas tree and get our church looking like Christmas
is coming.
Christmas Caroling is scheduled for
Saturday, December 11 at 12:00 noon.

The Children’s Christmas Program is scheduled for
Sunday, December 12 at the 10:00 am service.

Two Candlelight Services are scheduled for Christmas
Eve (Friday, December 24). Our Family Service is at
7:00 pm and a Communion Service is at 10:00 pm.

On Christmas Day (Saturday, December 25), the
10:00 am Worship will include Holy Communion.

Living Waters Luther an C hurch
P.O. Box 8064
On the Sunday after Christmas, December 26, we will continue the
Christmas celebration with one service only at 10:00am.
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North Port, FL 34290
(941) 625- 8090
Rev. Dr. Dell S hiell, Pastor

Sunday School Kick Off
Office Hours: M onday- Friday: 12:00 Noon– 3pm
Office Telephone: 625-8090 Office Fax #: 625-5167

Rally Sunday was
held on September
12, getting Sunday
School off to a
great start. The
children met in the
Sanctuary to join in
the hymn sing and
hear a special
message from
Pastor Dell before
heading to their
classes. That
Sunday, the
The Sunday School children lined up in a row to hear
children made
Pastor Dell’s special message.
pictures of their
favorite stories which will be compiled into a calendar.

Website: www:LivingWatersLutheran.com
Parish Staff
Rev. Dr. Dell Shiell, Pastor
Email: pastor@livingwaterslutheran.com
Home: 429-1878 Cell: 223-9461
Preschool Executive Director: Susan D’
Amico
Email: info@livingwaterspreschool.com
Website: www.livingwaterspreschool.com
Administrative Assistant /Bulletin Editor: Kris Dines
Email: kris@livingwaterslutheran.com
M inister of Worship: Judy Johnson

This year’s study program is called Spark –Activate Faith. The program
includes activities based on the week’s lesson that the family can do together
at home. Attendance averages about six children per week.

Email: judy@livingwaterslutheran.com
Respite Program Director: Wilma Ellis, R.N.
Cell: 268-4976
Newsletter Editor: Rhonda Cope
Home: 423-1222 Cell: 815-0844

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Email: rcope101@comcast.net

Sunday School 10:00am
Worship

Beginning in October, we started Family Service day, normally scheduled for
the fourth Sunday of the month. October was an exception to that because we
wanted to emphasize Reformation Sunday which was the fifth Sunday of the
month. Children and their families are the Sunday Servants on those days,
acting as greeters, ushers, readers, PowerPoint operators, and a variety of
other tasks.

8:15am (Oct-Apr)

Worship 10:00am (all year)

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Nancy Nickles
Daryl Mendez
Jerry Pauley

Marty Savard
Tim Waters Sr

Peg Pulfer
Don Cope
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Carol Piltz
Kari Reece

The North Port Poinsettia Parade is coming soon. If
you would like to help plan, build, design or decorate
a float for Living Waters in the parade, come to the
planning meeting on Tuesday, November 9 at 6:00 in
Hanson Hall. Patty Pauley and Gayle Backiel will
co-chair the float committee. Come out and add your
ideas to this years float. The parade theme is a
“Spectacle of Lights”
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Come join us in making Christmas a little more
merry for some people of North Port who are shut in.
We are meeting in the church parking lot at 12:00
noon on Saturday, December 11, 2010 to go
Christmas caroling.
We will car pool to North Port Pines and begin singing at 12:15 then go to
Gardens of North Port at 1:00 pm for caroling around the piano and finally at
about 2:00 go to Quality Health Care.
Call Gayle Backiel, 423-6609, if you have any questions or to r.s.v.p.
Youth Gr oup Star ts Fall Activities with Lock-In

HOLIDAY MESSAGE FROM PASTOR DELL
Recently, I read that people who regularly express their feelings of gratitude
tend to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Get more— and better— sleep at night
Spend more time exercising
Have fewer headaches, nausea, pain and other physical symptoms of illness
Be more alert, attentive, enthusiastic and energetic
Have greater resistance to illness
Experience less stress
Have a greater sense of well-being
View life as pleasurable, interesting and exciting.

This is the time of the year for remembering and saying “Thank you”to God for our
many blessings.
We celebrate All Saints Sunday every year on the first Sunday of November. This year,
as part of our celebration, the congregation will go in procession to the Memorial Garden
where we will read the names of members of our congregation who have gone to their
heavenly reward since this time last year.

Everyone got into the act at the first Youth Lock-In on October 1st.

Put more than a dozen young people together, give them great food and snacks,
play fun games, study the Beatitudes, sing along with Fields of Grace band and
what do you have? A very successful first-ever youth lock-in at Living Waters.
The kids were even able to grab a few hours of sleep.
Sponsors and kids are all looking forward to the next Lock-In.
Upcoming Youth Events
November 14, 3-5pm: Joint Fall Festival with the Pre-School, everyone is
invited. Come on out, have some fun, take a hay ride, enjoy some hot dogs, and
spend the day with friends and family.

The Stewardship Committee has restored the practice of having our Annual Stewardship
Appeal of financial support in the fall. This will put us back on a calendar year basis for
our annual estimates of giving for the upcoming year. Be on the lookout for your
stewardship packet so you can fully participate in the appeal. Also, please take 5 minutes
each day during the month of November to pray for our church and to pray for God’s
guidance as you determine your plan for giving in 2011.
On the last Sunday of November (November 28, 2010 at 11:15 am), there will be the
Annual Meeting of the Congregation for elections. Please plan to attend this important
meeting.
Also, this is the time of year when the council prepares the budget for the upcoming year.
This process reminds us that we face ongoing financial challenges, even as we celebrate
God’s blessings to us. Please give a generous Christmas gift to Jesus as you make
decisions about your offerings in November and December.
What keeps most of us going is the daily reminder of God’s gift of Jesus to us. As
Christmas approaches and we contemplate Christ’s birth, our gratitude for this gift
intensifies.

November 21: Biscuit and gravy breakfast

Please note these opportunities to make December a special time of the year:

December 18: Youth Fund Raising Event, we will be putting on a sit down
Chirstmas Dinner with entertainment provided by Fields of Grace. We will be
serving Spiral Sliced Ham with sides (yet to be determined) salad, and rolls.
Cost is $10 per person and children 5-10 is $5 per child and under 5 free.

•

Decorating the church on Saturday, December 4 (9:00 am)

•

Children’s Christmas Program on Sunday, December 12 at the 10:00 am service.

•

Two Candlelight Services on Christmas Eve (December 24). The Family Service is
at 7:00 pm and a Communion Service is at 10:00 pm.

•

Christmas Day (December 25) worship with Holy Communion at 10:00 am

Also on the calendar for the year are bowling, skating, a baseball game, Busch
Gardens Day, VBS, and Bible Camp at Luther Rock.
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“A Thankful Heart is a Happy Heart.” We have so much for which to be thankful to God.
3

Women of the ELCA
Upcoming events for Living Waters Women. We are looking
forward to the events coming up in the next few months. Please
be a part of the festivities and share your time and talents with
the women of Living Waters.
November 12-14 Women’s Retreat at Lake Yale, four
representatives of Living Waters will be attending this special
event. Gayle Backiel, Kris Dines, Pat Keller, & Sheri Moehling.
The women of our congregation can help the charity that the
Synodical Women’s Organization has picked to support by
providing Walmart gift cards in lieu of bringing large items that need to be
transported. This will give the Carter Heights charity the ability to buy the items
they need to continue helping the poor children and their after-school programs.
Bring your “love”gift to church on Sunday and give them to Sheri or Gayle.
Anything you can do will be appreciated.

Guest Pastors –November-J anuary
In November 2010, our guests at the Beerbower House for the month of
November are Rev. William and Geri Olsen, from Webster, South Dakota.
Both Pastor Will and Geri retired recently. Pastor Will retired after serving
for 40 years in Minnesota, Montana and South Dakota. Geri retired as a
teacher for preschool, elementary school and Reading Recovery.

December 6th at noon –Christmas Party (Share your favorite salad fixings & a
cookie exchange, one dozen). We will have games, Christmas music and
welcome the new President & Vice-President of the Women’s Group. All ladies
of Living Waters & their guests are invited to this day of fellowship and fun.
Thank Offering Sunday –Jan. 30th at both services. We will need women to
read, usher, and lead the services. We will have a sign-up sheet in the Narthex in
November.
Sheri Moehling, President

On October 3, 2010, we welcomed the Bozich
children into our church family. Brandon, age 4,
and Hailey, age 3, received the sacrament of
baptism. Parents are Brent and Cher Bozich.
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For the months of December 2010 and January 2011, our guests at the
Beerbower House are Rev. Dr. James and Martha Limburg, from New
Brighton, Minnesota. Dr. Limburg is Professor
Emeritus of Old Testament at Luther Seminary,
St. Paul, Minnesota. Dr. Limburg has written
several books, as well as contributed to the
Lutheran Study Bible (2009). Dr. Limburg
says he started out with the model of teacher as
a tour guide, taking students through the
‘strange new world of the Bible.’ But he has
changed that imagery. “As a Hasidic Jewish
Rabbi once said, ‘Education is lighting the
fires.’ And I’d rather be known as a lighter of
fires, a pedagogical pyromaniac, helping to
ignite the interest of students of all ages in
God’s Word, the Bible.” (Aren’t we fortunate?
You will not want to miss Dr. Limburg’s Bible
studies as our Guest Pastor!)
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Extraordinary Faith for Extraordinary Times

Nurture Your Faith in a Small Group
Every week, members of Living Waters gather in small groups to read, learn,
explore, discuss, pray and enjoy one another’s company. Here’s a handy list of
the groups that currently meet. There just might be one that’s perfect for you.

Josyp Terelya, who passed away in
March 2009, was married to Jan
Lytle’s niece. Jan and Don purchased
a print of the original painting last
summer to give to Living Waters. The
picture, in and of itself, is inspiring. It
shows Jesus holding the people of the
world on outstretched arms. But as
Jan and Don will tell you, the artist’s
life was also an inspiration. He was an
extraordinary man who had an
extraordinary mission.
Jan and Don Lytle present the picture
by artist Josyp Terelya to Pastor Dell.

Born in the Ukraine in 1943, Terelya’s
father fought for Yugoslav partisans under Tito and his mother worked for the
KGB. He was raised, however, by his grandmother, a devout Catholic, who
taught him about the Bible and Christianity. As he grew, he became filled with
religious fervor and an unshakable faith.
Fast forward to his years as a young man when he enlisted in the Soviet army.
When the induction officer found a Bible in Terelya’s belongings, his life
became a continuous test of his faith because he said he wanted to evangelize
the Soviet army. Beginning then, he was brutally and unmercifully tortured and
spent more than 23 years in Siberian prisons, labor camps and psychiatric
hospitals. But never once did he waver from his faith.
During the political reforms Mikhail Gorbachev initiated in the Soviet Union,
Terelya was granted asylum by several Western countries, choosing to settle in
Toronto, Canada. He filled his years of freedom with speaking, writing, and his
art. His autobiography is titled, Witness.
To learn more about the life and work of Josyp Terelya, , you can search the
Internet. Jan and Don are also happy to tell you more about him.
Thanks to Jan and Don Lytle for bringing us this beautiful picture and
introducing us to Josyp Terelya.

Group

Meeting Time

Christian Wellness Bible Study

Mondays 1:00pm

Looking for God(women)

Evenings –Dates and Times Vary

Diane Shiell

Prayer Team

Mondays 11:00am

Gayle Backiel

Bible Study

Mondays 7:00pm

Pastor Dell

Tuesdays 10:00am

Pastor Dell

rd

Sheri Moehling

Dorcas Society

3 Tuesdays 12:30

Joanne Bligh

Cut Ups

Wednesdays 9:00am

Carol Piltz

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant?
This is the title of a song from the ELW that we occasionally sing. One of the
verses includes these words: “We are here to help each other walk the mile and
bear the load.”
One of the ways we help each other is by being Sunday Servants. These
Servants greet you as you enter church on Sunday morning, hand out bulletins,
collect the offering, usher during communion, read the Scripture lessons , help
distribute communion, care for children in the nursery, advance the PowerPoint
slides during worship, count the offering for deposit, prepare the altar before the
services and clean it after the services, set up and clean up the social hall for
fellowship time after worship, and more. Ever wonder how those doughnuts and
bagels get there every Sunday?
There’s a lot to be done before, during and after the services to ensure that
everyone who comes to worship feels welcome and that the services run as
smoothly as possible. It takes a total of more than 25 people to handle all of
these tasks each Sunday for both services.
To those who continually volunteer for these tasks, please accept a huge, Thank
You. To those who have thought about volunteering, please accept an open
invitation to be a Sunday Servant. There is training for each task so you will
know exactly what to do and how to do it.
We need your help. You can sign up for a task in the Lay Ministry notebook on
the table in the Narthex or see Judy Johnson if you have questions.
Thank you for “bearing a part of the load.”
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Contact
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Ten Tips for Taxpayer s Making Charitable Donations
Obviously, people give to the church to say “Thank you”to God, not to get a
deduction. However, it is a good thing to know when and how you are able to
take a deduction for your gifts to Living Waters when you prepare your 2010
tax return.
Since the end of 2010 is rapidly approaching, now is a great time to combine
some tax planning with end-of-the-year gifts to Living Waters.
Here are the top 10 things the IRS wants every taxpayer to know before
deducting charitable donations.
1. Charitable contributions must be made to qualified organizations to be
deductible. You can ask any organization whether it is a qualified organization
and most will be able to tell you. You can also check IRS Publication 78,
Cumulative List of Organizations, which lists most qualified organizations.
IRS Publication 78 is available at www.IRS.gov.

8. For any contribution of $250 or more, you must have written
acknowledgment from the organization to substantiate your donation. This
written proof must include the amount of cash and a description and good faith
estimate of value of any property you contributed, and whether the organization
provided any goods or services in exchange for the gift.
9. To deduct charitable contributions of items valued at $500 or more you must
complete a Form 8283, Noncash Charitable Contributions, and attached the
form to your return.
10. An appraisal generally must be obtained if you claim a deduction for a
contribution of noncash property worth more than $5,000. In that case, you
must also fill out Section B of Form 8283 and attach the form to your return.
New Banner s Ador n Sanctuar y

2. Charitable contributions are deductible only if you itemize deductions using
Form 1040, Schedule A.
3. You generally can deduct your cash contributions and the fair market value
of most property you donate to a qualified organization. Special rules apply to
several types of donated property, including clothing or household items, cars
and boats.
4. If your contribution entitles you to receive merchandise, goods, or services
in return –such as admission to a charity banquet or sporting event –you can
deduct only the amount that exceeds the fair market value of the benefit received.
5. Be sure to keep good records of any contribution you make, regardless of
the amount. For any contribution made in cash, you must maintain a record of
the contribution such as a bank record –including a cancelled check or a bank
or credit card statement –a written record from the charity containing the date
and amount of the contribution and the name of the organization, or a payroll
deduction record.
6. Only contributions actually made during the tax year are deductible. For
example, if you pledged $500 in September but paid the charity only $200 by
Dec. 31, your deduction would be $200.
7. Include credit card charges and payments by check in the year they are
given to the charity, even though you may not pay the credit card bill or have
your bank account debited until the next year.
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Our thanks to Barb Cartwright for creating our new ceiling banners. The first
banner, a red one, was hung for Pentecost and the green banner, shown here,
was hung for Rally Sunday, September 12. Barb’s goal is to eventually have a
special banner for each season of the church year. Barb designs, selects the
fabric, and sews the banners. Her husband, Paul, and Jerry Pauley, Council
Member in charge of the church property, help hang the banners.
Barb is creating a new pole banner, with the help of Carol Piltz, for Christ the
King Sunday in November.
What beautiful ways to put talents to work for the glory of God!
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