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Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday (March 28th) with our regular weekend      
worship schedule.  Pancake Breakfast hosted by the Youth of Living Waters 
 

Maundy Thursday (April 1st) we will celebrate Our Lord’s Last Supper with 
Holy Communion at 7:00pm   
 

Tenebrae Candlelight Service for our Good Fr iday worship (April 2nd) at   
7:00pm.   This service is structured around the Seven Last Words of our Lord. 
 

Easter Egg Coloring, Saturday (April 3rd). 

  

Easter  Sunday (April 4th), we will offer four worship services.   

There will be an Easter  Sunr ise service in the Memorial Garden at 7:00am 
We will also celebrate Easter at our regular service times, 8:15am, 9:30am and 
10:45am 
 

Easter morning from 7:45 to 10:15am a continental breakfast will be served 
in   Hanson Hall. Everyone is invited to this special fellowship opportunity. 
 

Please plan to attend worship during Holy Week, as well as on Easter Sunday.  
Together let’s remember our Lord’s Passion and Death and celebrate his         
Resurrection. 

UPCOMING EVENT! 

   

 

Living Waters Lutheran C hurch 

P.O. Box 8064 

North Port, FL  34290 

(941) 625-8090 

Rev. Dr. Dell Shiell, Pastor  

March & April 2010 
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 Office Hours:  M onday- Friday: 9:00am - 1:00pm 

Office Telephone:  625-8090  Office Fax #:  625-5167 

Website: www:LivingWatersLutheran.com 

Parish Staff 

Rev. Dr. Dell Shiell, Pastor 

Email: pastor@livingwaterslutheran.com 

Home:  429-1878   Cell:  223-9461 

Preschool Executive Director: Susan D’Amico 

Email: info@livingwaterspreschool.com 

Website: www.livingwaterspreschool.com 

Administrative Assistant /Bulletin Editor: Kris Dines 

Email: kris@livingwaterslutheran.com 

Lay M inistry Coordinator: Gayle Backiel 

Email: gayle@livingwaterslutheran.com 

Home: 423-6609 

Organist / Pianist: Judy Johnson 

Email: judy@livingwaterslutheran.com 

Respite Program Director: Wilma Ellis,R.N. 

Cell:  268-4976 

Newsletter Editor: Rhonda Cope 

Home: 423-1222   Cell:  815-0844 

Email: rcope101@comcast.net 

 Church and Concil Officers 
Nancy Nickles    Marty Savard  Peg Pulfer       

Jerry Pauley  Daryl Mendez  Tim Waters Sr.  

Carol Piltz  Don Cope 

WORSHIP    SCHEDULE 

Worship                          8:15am 

Praise  and Prayer        9:30am 

Sunday School      9:30am 

Worship                      10:45am 
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It’s Almost “Our” Baby Grand 
Thanks to your generosity, we have to raise only 
about $900 more to reach the amount needed to 
purchase the baby grand piano.  Some of you have 
made substantial contributions to the 88 Keys   
Program which has really helped accelerate our 
efforts.  Every gift, regardless of size, is what has 
made the dream of a new piano possible. 

There is an adjustment period for every piano 
when it arrives in a new home.  The tone of our baby Yamaha has mellowed 
and it has settled in beautifully.  It seems to be quite happy with its               
surroundings and really loves the wonderful sounds of the Living Waters con-
gregation singing from the heart on Sundays – its favorite day of the week. 
Our fundraising program must be complete by March 31. If you haven’t had the 
chance to make a contribution to the 88 Keys Program, please consider doing 
so. You can make your check out to Living Waters and mail it to the church or 
put it in your offering envelope.  You can also add an amount to your regular 
offering and designate it for the piano.  Any amount is welcome.  A special 
thank you to everyone who has contributed and to those who continue to      
contribute on a regular basis. 

Let us praise God with our music! 

ATTENTION MARRIED          
COUPLES 

What is one of the most important things 
you can give your spouse? It is your     
commitment to a loving, caring, intimate 
relationship! Whether you’ve been       
married 5 years or 50 years… 

Lutheran Marriage Encounter… 

offers two weekend opportunities for all married couples to renew and deepen their   
commitment to each other in 2010. A Marriage Encounter Weekend is a chance to take 
time off from daily pressures and responsibilities and discover a warmer, closer, and 
more joyful relationship with each other.  

Weekends will be held April 16-18 or November 5-7, 2010. The weekend is from 8 PM 
Friday to 5 PM Sunday. Registration is $45.00 per couple, with an opportunity to make 
a confidential contribution.   

Registrations are limited, so sign up today. Simply go to the website: 
www.GodLovesMarriage.org and register.  If you’d like further information, contact 
Marty & Lois Light at 941-412-9607 or lm10n10@aol.com. 
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 Just a Friendly Reminder 

TO All MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

Of Living Waters Lutheran Church 

Please prayerfully consider submitting 

a 2010 Pledge Card in a sealed envelope 

with your name on the envelope. 

If you have done this already, “Thank you.” 

If you need a pledge card, 

please call the Church Office (941-625-8090) 

or send an email request (office@LivingWatersLutheran.com). 

Blessings, 

Pastor Dell and the Stewardship Team 

Have you ever seen something around the church that needs some attention?  
Maybe, you noticed that a light bulb was burned out or that a toilet didn’t 
flush right.  Maybe you saw that an electrical box wasn’t properly covered or 
maybe when you turned off a faucet it continued to drip. 

We all see things that need to be done, but aren’t always sure who to tell.  
Well, outside the church council office there is now a clipboard with a list of 
“Things Needed to Be Done”.  Now if you see something that needs           
attention, please put it on the list! 
Our property and maintenance group will be looking at the list weekly and 
working to complete the tasks to be done.  Let’s all be observant to keep our 
church property in the best working order! 
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                                “Holy Week At Living Waters” 
Message From Pastor Dell 

I love this graphic depicting Living Waters 
Church.  Our baptism into the death and             
resurrection of Jesus Christ joins us together.  
Holy Week is a special time of the year to gather 
in worship to remember our Lord’s death and     
resurrection— the events from which spring the 
Living Waters that give us new life and that bind 
us to one another. 

 

Our Holy Week schedule begins with Palm Sunday worship on March 28.  
We will have three services: 8:15 am, 9:30 am and 10:45 am.  Children 
from Living Waters Preschool will sing.  The Living Waters Church Choir 
will sing.  Palm crosses will be handed out to the congregation. The Youth 
of Living Waters will sponsor a Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast in the 
Hanson Hall (our fellowship hall).  Freewill offerings for the breakfast will 
be used for youth ministry. 
 

On Maundy Thursday, April 1, we will celebrate our Lord’s Last Supper 
with his disciples in the upper room.  Our worship, including Holy       
Communion, begins at 7:00 pm. 
 

On Good Friday, April 2, we will gather for a Tenebrae candlelight        
service, during which we will remember the Seven Last Words from the 
Cross of the Lord Jesus.  The choir will sing.  Worship begins at 7:00 pm. 
 

On Easter Sunday, April 3, we will gather for four worship services.  Our 
7:00 am Sunrise Service will take place outdoors near the Memorial      
Garden.  The other three Easter services will take place in the sanctuary at 
8:15 am, 9:30 am and 10:45 am.  Throughout the morning, a light Easter 
Breakfast will be served in Hanson Hall (our fellowship hall). 
 

Join us for worship, as we remember, celebrate and renew ourselves in the 
Living Waters of God’s salvation in Jesus Christ. 
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Guest Pastor Program of Living Waters 

Our Guest Pastor program has gotten off to a wonderful start this year.  Our 
first Guest Pastor in January 2010 was the Rev. Dick Owens from Bismarck, 
ND. 

 

Pastor Dick Owens and his wife, Barb, were the first occupants in the          
Beerbower House, located in Sabal Trace.  Pastor  Owens helped us organize 
our initial Guest Pastor Steering Committee and helped set up procedures for 
welcoming, assimilating and saying “farewell” to our guest pastors.  Thank you 
to David and Carol Lundquist and John and Rosalee Horn for serving on the 
initial steering committee. 

 

 
In February, the Rev. Art Montgomery from        
Glenwood, MN served as our Guest Pastor.       
Pastor Art was accompanied by his wife, Barb.  
Pastor    Montgomery interviewed 22 families on 
behalf of the church council during his stay.  The 
purpose of these interviews was to help the   
council focus on Evangelical Outreach.  Pastor 
Montgomery also conducted an Evangelism    
Audit at the request of  Pastor Shiell to help us 
look at our church from the perspective of a   
first-time visitor. 
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Missions and Ministries at Living Waters 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the people who stepped up to 
take a leadership position or to work in a mission or ministry during 2009.  
Your efforts have helped us be the loving, caring body of Christ, loving God 
and one another. 

The ‘win’ for Living Waters Lutheran Church is, “every member a minister”.  
We would love for everyone who attends this church to become involved in 
some kind of ministry and/or a mission. 

When you become involved in the work of the church you are blessed in many 
ways.   

You meet and become friends with other people in the church. 

You get a chance to use your gifts and skills to help your church and/or        
community. 

You grow spiritually through ministry. 

Involvement in service creates Christ-likeness within yourself and others. 

On March 14th we will be having a Mission and Ministry Fair before and after 
each service in the narthex at Living Waters Lutheran Church.  Please take a 
few moments to see what we are doing to serve others both in the church and in 
the community.  The theme for the last few weeks has been “Better Together”.   
This is true whether we are working on a ministry within the church or joining 
to make a difference in our community, “People Helping People”. 

Whether you greet friends and welcome newcomers, work in the kitchen, invite 
your friends to church or small group, call members who are shut-in or sick, 
help in the alter guild, fold bulletins for Sunday Services, bring food to supply a 
food bank for the homeless, or any other mission or ministry, may God bless 
you as you learn to love Him and your neighbor.  
 

Gayle Backiel 

Lay Ministry Coordinator 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
PLEASE WATCH FOR SIGN UP SHEETS THAT WILL BE IN THE 
NARTHEX AFTER EASTER. DON’T FORGET TO CHECK THE 
VBS DONATION TREE IN THE NARTHEX. THERE ARE STILL 
SOME ITEMS NEEDED FOR VBS. THANK YOU FOR YOUR       
DONATIONS. 
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"A Special Time" adult respite program at Living Waters is a supervised 
care, structured activities program every Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. with 
lunch provided. It is for individuals with Alzheimer's, dementia or other cognitive 
disabilities.  Please spread the word of this opportunity to your friends and 
neighbors who may be caregivers in need of some time to take care of their own 
needs.  The note cards on sale in the lobby to benefit this program are $5 for a set 
of 10 cards with different art work done by these participants. Payment can be left 
in the church office or see Adeline Banks.  Anyone who would like more          
information on "A Special Time" program, can call the program Director, Wilma 
Ellis, R.N. at (941)-268-4976 or email ast@livingwaterslutheran.com   

CALLING ALL WOMEN OF LIVING WATERS! 

Come join us for a day to share our gifts and talents with members of 
the surrounding area Lutheran congregations. We will be serving a 
scrumptious lunch while providing our sanctuary for the other church 
ladies to present their Bible study, speaker from the Barnum           
Museum, wonderful music and fellowship.  
Please be a part of this very special day. Tickets are $7 which            
includes also a continental breakfast. Tickets will be sold after each 
service March 7th. Registration and funds must be turned in by 
March 12th.  
Those who would like to be a part of the planning and preparation of the       
luncheon will gather on March 8th at 1pm to set times for prep work on the 19th 
and serving, helping, and hospitality on the 20th. Be a part of the process.  

Sheri Moehling  

 

Bake Sale & Silent Auction – April 18 
 

A Monday night small group is sponsoring a Bake Sale & 
Silent Auction on Sunday, April 18, to benefit the Living 
Waters Preschool.  Proceeds from this event will be     
applied toward the cost of solving 

the drainage problem for the preschool playground.  To 
donate items for the Silent Auction, please contact Linda 
Poteet by telephone (941) 240-5959 or by email 
lpoteet828@verizon.net.  To donate Baked Goods, please 
contact Sherry Godshall by telephone (941) 426-9289 or 
by email SLG777777@comcast.net.  
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 In April, the Rev Jim Christ and his wife, Maxine, from Duluth, GA are        
scheduled to be with us.  Pastor Christ is eager to share a Bible study with our 
congregation. 

 

So far, we have received 22 applications for our Guest Pastor program. We have        
openings for a Guest Pastor in May 2010, as well as during the months of July 
and August 2010.  More information, including pictures of the Beerbower House 
and an application form, is available online at www.Pastors2Go.com.In March, 
we were scheduled to have as our Guest Pastor the Rev Roger Olson and his 
wife, Marilyn, from Park Rapids, MN.  However, during their trip to Florida, a 
medical emergency required their return home.  We hope we will be able to      
re-schedule Pastor Olson for another time.  Meanwhile, Pastor Art and Barb 
Montgomery agreed to stay with us for an additional two weeks in March before 

FROM HERE TO ETERNITY 

Remember, if you have no will or trust, state laws will determine who will in-
herit your property at your death. State laws do not include your church or any 
other charity as a beneficiary. 

The Charitable Gift Annuity is a deferred giving arrangement for people who want to 
make a gift to the church but need income.  The Charitable Gift Annuity lets a person 
receive an income from money that will eventually go to the church as a gift.  This      
deferred gift keeps generating income.  First it creates income for you, the donor.  Later it 
creates income for the church as a perpetual gift in our endowment. Are you interested?  
You can use online calculators to see how this could benefit you.  Go to 
www.LivingWatersLutheran.com/PlannedGiving.php to use the Planned Giving           
calculators provided by the ELCA Foundation.

 

“The Living Waters Fund” is the endowment we are growing at Living Waters.  This fund grows 
as people bless our church by naming us the beneficiary of wills and trusts.  The purpose of The 
Living Waters Fund is to support ministries beyond the capacity of our regular tithes and       
offerings.  Please prayerfully consider leaving Living Waters a tithe of 10% of your estate. 
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 Council Focus on Three Top Priorities for 2010-2011 
 

The newly installed church council wasted no time in deciding what to give 
proper focus to over the next two years.  In the January meeting, council        
decided that for Living Waters to survive and thrive would require laser like 
attention to just three things; Attendance, Stewardship, and Involvement. 

 

Attendance is the primary measure for the health of a congregation.  Over the 
past four years average attendance has been declining.  This is for a number of 
reasons including the fact that many of our friends have been “promoted” to 
heaven over the past few years.  The goal of Living Waters is to increase       
attendance by 15% year upon year.  Currently, our attendance is slightly behind 
last year so this goal is not an easy one to accomplish.  We will need to be very 
intentional in all we do to increase attendance.  Every  exposure we have to our 
community we will turn into an opportunity to invite people to attend our 
church.  An example of this was the recent Rummage Sale where we had a free 
raffle for Barbeque Gift Basket.  We received the names of over 60 families 
through this raffle.  Each family is being contacted, thanked, and invited to      
attend our church!  

 

The second focus of the church council is increasing stewardship.  Stewardship 
is a measure of the security and maturity of the congregation.  The goal for 
Stewardship in 2010 and 2011 is also to increase giving by 15%.  This is       
accomplished through increased giving per person within our congregation and 
through increased attendance.  We have a good track record of increasing per 
person giving.  Even while our attendance over the past few years has declined, 
per person giving has increased.  While per person giving hasn’t allowed us to 
increase our budget year upon year, it has allowed us to mostly maintain our 
ministry even while attendance has declined.  In order for us to meet the needs 
of our community, we must increase our stewardship through both per person 
giving and through increased attendance. 

 

The third focus of the council is to increase involvement within our                 
congregation.  In 2009, nearly 60% of the congregation was involved in some 
way other than attending Sunday services.  Involvement in the church draws us 
close together, builds close relationships, and grows us into Christ’s presence.  
Therefore, the council is looking to see an increase of involvement in two ways.  
First, that 75% of our attendees are involved in the ministries of the               
congregation.  Second, that each of us draw into deeper commitment so we can 
help Living Waters make a difference in our community. 
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  “Better Together” Projects Provide                
New Opportunities to Serve and Grow! 
The “40 Days of Community” (Better           
Together) small group series will reach it’s 
completion by the end of March, but the       

impact from these small groups will only be beginning. 
The focus for the Better Together series has not just been on learning, but rather 
on doing.  Each small group has learned about Christian love and how to put 
this love into action in our community.  As a result, each of the small groups 
has identified a ministry to undertake as a group.   

Each of these ministries are opportunities to meet the needs of others.  This 
helps Living Waters to move beyond it’s own walls to have an impact in the 
greater community. 

Over the next few weeks, each of the small groups will be presenting their    
ministry to the congregation through a series of “mission minutes” and through 
the upcoming ministry fair.  As each group reveals the needs served by its     
ministry, we will be enlisting the help of the entire congregation.  Each member 
will be asked to think of which of these ministries most touches his/her heart.  
Each member will be asked to support one of these ministries in some way, big 
or little. 

In the meantime, the small groups will continue meeting.  Every month, each of 
the small groups will get together for fellowship and fun while learning more 
about God’s will for these ministries.  Successes of the ministry will be         
celebrated and plans refined.  These small groups will now also include all 
members of the congregation that supported the ministry as discussed above. 
God will use these small groups in a powerful way to increase our involvement, 
draw new people into our church, and to increase our stewardship of time and 
talent.  God will truly make us “Better Together”! 

These three; Attendance, Stewardship, and Involvement are so important that we have 
appointed a “Champion” to keep our focus fresh through managing metrics and leading 
initiatives.  Our champions on each of the three focus areas are as follows: 

Attendance/Membership:   Don Cope 

Stewardship:    Daryl Mendez 

Involvement:    Marty Savard 

As you have ideas, suggestions, and opinions on these three focus areas, please reach 
out to the champions above or any council member.  If we can accomplish these small 
objectives, there will be no stopping what Living Waters can achieve together!  Even 
though staying focused is hard work, we can never forget that we have a real champion 
(Jesus!) that will never, ever leave us through our battles.  Thank the Lord!!! 


