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A b o u t  T h i s  I s s u e…  
 

 Sunday School is starting 
 Pastor Dell shares reflections 

on England 
 Pastor Carl is leading a Bible 

Study on Revelation 
 The Preschool is humming 

along 
 Women: Is Lake Wales calling 

you? 
 How A Special Time began 
 Golf Tournament coming 
 
The next issue of The Messenger 
will appear in November.  Dead-
line for articles is October 21.  See 
last page for details. 
  Thanks, 
  Judy Johnson 
 

 
 

 

Sunday School at Living Waters begins September 9.  
Those willing to take a turn teaching Sunday School 
are encouraged to sign-up on the bulletin board in 
Hanson Hall. 
 

For September and October, Sunday School meets at 
9:00 am.  Then in November, when we add the 8:15 
service, Sunday School moves to 10:00 am.  This 
schedule was developed so that those teaching     
Sunday School still have the opportunity to attend      
Sunday worship.   
 

Sunday School is set up with a curriculum that is fun 
for both teachers and students.  This curriculum     
includes reading Bible stories, watching Bible stories 
on DVD, and fun activities related to each Bible story. 
 

Parents, please support your children’s Christian edu-
cation and bring them to Sunday School each week. 
     Pastor Dell 

The Lock In was a great success. We had   
seven children in attendance and the games 
were a big hit!  We did get rained out of some 
of our outdoor activities but it did not put a 
stop to the fun we managed to have inside. 
 

Our Bible Study was a little different—we 
blew up balloons that had questions about 
different things in the Bible and the children 
had to answer the questions.  We talked in 
detail about some of the topics which proved 

to be a great way to see what they know and 
teach a bit in the process. 

 

We have our upcoming youth event (family 
and church members invited as well) coming 
up September 23. We are  planning a bowling 
event. Details will be posted later and an 
email sent to the parents. 
 

Thank you to all the parents for the support 
you give your youth and the youth fellowship 
leaders.  Questions? See Patty Pauley. 

 

News About  Our  Youth  
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   A  M e s s a g e  F r o m   
        t h e  P a s t o r  

             August 20, 2012 
Greetings from England! 
 

Yesterday, Pastor Ian Green preached at     
Living Waters and I preached at Yeovil      
Baptist Church.  What a special opportunity 
for all of us! 
 

Similarly, we keep hearing glowing reports 
about Pastor Carl Hansen’s ministry at Living 
Waters during this sabbatical.  God certainly 
has been good to us. 
 

Diane and I have seen a lot of southwest  
England in our two weeks here.  We have  
visited cathedrals and abbeys in Wells, Bath, 
the Cotswolds, Salisbury, Shaftesbury, and 
Sherborne.  We visited the ancient ruins of 
Corfe Castle and saw Stonehenge.  Tomor-
row, we are taking the train to Penzance and 
St. Ives in Cornwall.  This coming weekend, 
we head to London for our last week in     
England.  Then, we return to Florida for the 
last month of the sabbatical. 
 

Our home exchange with Ian and Rachel 
Green has provided us a perfect opportunity 
for our adventure in England.  We are able   
to travel and then return to a safe haven to 
catch our breath before setting out once 
again. 
 

We had access to Rachel’s car, but after a 
brief and highly controlled experiment at 
driving in the wrong side of the car, on the 
wrong side of the road, and navigating round-
abouts going the wrong direction, Diane and  
I agreed the right thing to do was take        
advantage of public transportation. 

 

Ian is working toward his Doctor of Ministry 
degree—and has a fine library of recently 
published books on Christian spirituality and 
mission.  I have enjoyed browsing and catch-
ing a glimpse of what the best pastors in  
England are writing and reading about faith 
and the state of the church.  Diane kindly 
joined me in viewing a DVD about C.H. 
Spurgeon (one of Christianity’s greatest 
preachers), that I would never likely find any-
where but in the library of a Baptist pastor in 
the UK. 
 

Did you watch the Olympics?  While we did 
not attend the games in person, we had the 
pleasure of watching BBC television coverage 
of them.  It has been fun to witness the    
British pride and excitement about these 
events hosted by their nation.  For our part, 
what a thrill to watch the athletes from the 
USA representing our nation with such an 
amazing collection of medals!  The world  
certainly gets smaller everyday. 
 

I hope that all is well with each of you.  Once 
again, I thank you for the privilege of this  
sabbatical time.  A special thanks to those 
providing oversight of the congregation’s   
day-to-day life and ministry.  You are all in 
our thoughts and prayers. 
 

                                            In Christ, 
                                            Pastor Dell 



3 

Join the Conversation on       
th e Boo k of  Revelation  

 

On August 19, we began a series of conversations 
exploring the Book of Revelation here at Living 
Waters, meeting from 9:00-9:45 Sunday mornings 
to look at the last book of the Bible -- a book that 
has been described in a variety of ways: 
“frightening,” “bizarre,” “dangerous,”                      
“misunderstood,” even “insane.”  
 

It is a book filled with symbolism and images that 
were no doubt easily understood by those to 
whom it was originally sent.  But because these 
images and symbols are not readily understood  
by those of us who read this book in the 21st Cen-
tury, one important question needs to be asked 
regarding the book: Was it written as “history in 
advance?” Those who read and interpret Revela-
tion in that way start with the question: “What 
does this Book mean for us today?” As important 
and interesting as that question may be, it is the 
wrong starting point.  
 

The alternative way of reading and interpreting 
Revelation, which is being advocated in our con-
versations, starts with a more basic question: 
What did this book and its symbols mean to  
Christians living at the end of the first century 
when this book was written. Only when this   
question is answered, to the best of our ability, 
can we begin to ask what values it may have for 
our Christian life in today’s world.  
 

Even if you’ve missed the first few sessions of   
the class in August, please know that you are   
welcome to join us as the conversations continue 
through the month of September, led by our     
Interim Pastor, Rev. Dr. Carl Hansen. 

Link Up with  
th e Prayer  
Chain  
Just ask anyone  who 
has been “standing in 
the need of prayer” if 
they believe in the 
power of prayer and 

you will hear a resounding “YES.”   
 

Currently, there are about 20 members 
who are a part of  the prayer chain.      
Carolann Cortese leads the group and   
has four others who alert teams to a  
prayer request.   
 

If you would like to be a part of this group, 
or if you have a prayer request, please 
contact Carolann at 941-429-0422. 

P resc hool  Highlights  
 

We had a great summer at the Preschool.  
Fourteen children attended the summer 
program where we learned about ocean/
sea life, made homemade instruments, 
and had a lot of fun with arts, crafts, music 
and dancing. 
 

Thirty four children attended our Vacation 
Bible School.  The lessons all had a water 
theme and included Noah’s Ark, Jonah and 
the big fish, walking on the water, and  
Lydia. 
 

Our Fall Session began on August 20 with 
17 VPK students, 3 three-year-olds, and 2 
two-year-olds. 
 

Upcoming fundraisers: 
 

 Pizza kits for educational supplies 
 Annual Golf Tournament on Nov. 3 

(see back page for more details on the 
tournament) 

Meet the Preschool Staff 
Susan D’Amico—Director and lead VPK teacher 
Genn Mendez—VPK assistant 
Kelli Jones—Lead teacher for 3-year-olds 
Gail Serianni and Kris Dines—Substitutes 



4 

When I joined Living Waters over twelve years 
ago, the women of the organization WELCA 
were the first to embrace me and encourage 
me to attend their group and Bible study.   
And three months after joining their fellow-
ship, I attended, along with my guide dog    
Anson, my first Fall Gathering, rooming with 
Gloria Lanning. At this gathering of women in 
faith, I learned about my walk with the Lord 
and what I could do to share my faith in the 
body of Christ, the church. 
 

There were many wonderful women who   
embraced, encouraged, and supported me     
in my first Bible study. Women who have    
devoted their lives to helping others –          
Alice Dever, Ethel Breneman, Gloria Lanning, 
Hilda Young and so many more. They attended 
my Christian Wellness Bible study, prayed for 
me, and encouraged me every year to take 
the journey into the Bible with them. 
 

As my self-esteem continued to blossom, I 
was able, with Carol Sutton’s help, to establish 
the home communion ministry which gave us 
the joyful ability to share the body and blood 

of Christ with shut-ins in their 
homes, nursing homes or 
hospitals. This ministry has 
nurtured souls for over six 
years and counting.  
 

Just recently my journey with 
Jesus and the women of ELCA 
has taken me out of Living Waters into the 
Mid-Gulf conference where  I share the presi-
dency with Gayle Backiel.  Here we grow our 
faith and encourage others to reach out into 
the communes of North Port and beyond. 
All these giant steps started with just a small 
hello and “would you like to visit our group?” 
 

If you have not heard that small inviting voice, 
I am extending it today to you. There are so 
many opportunities at Living Waters to share 
your talents, to increase your faith, to grow 
your spiritual life and give you the joy of   
helping others. 
 

Contact me (429-1225) or Gayle Backiel     
(423-6603) and let us know your desires and 
we will help direct you on the path you may 
want to travel. 

 
 

My Jou rney with t he Wo men o f  E LCA  
 

A  p e r s o n a l  n a r r a ti v e  b y  S h e r i  M o e h l i n g  

Wo men in Action Bible Study  
 

We resume our fellowship and Bible study on Friday, September 21, at 10:30 at Sheri’s 
home at 5001 Kingsley Road, North Port (off Sumter & Richmond Terrace).  As a group we 
have been supporting “Toiletries for the Homeless” and will be looking forward to helping 
these individuals throughout the winter months. All contributions can be left in the box in 
the Narthex. The people we serve have shared that they are amazed and so appreciative 
of our generosity.  

“Conversations with God” is our theme for the upcoming 
study in September. Come share your insights.               
See Sheri Moehling for more details. 
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Listen...God is calling you back to Lake Yale! 
 

I have been privileged to attend 10 women’s retreats at Lake Yale 
called the Fall Gathering. My heart soars with anticipation for the 
upcoming event with the theme “In God’s Hands”. The many ways 

this retreat has touched my emotions and changed my attitudes and increased my need for 
Jesus in my stumbling walk through life is overwhelming to my spirit. 
 

I have learned so much about myself and God’s plans for my ministries by attending inspira-
tional  workshops. I was so impressed that I even committed to doing a few workshops for  
future Gatherings. These were such a blessing to me and helped build my self-esteem in  
knowing that I was imparting knowledge and love toward other women in faith. 
 

One of our favorite Saturday activities was the spiritual act of washing feet. This particular 
gathering also included hand and back massages, aroma therapy, meditation and other very 
soothing and spiritual acts of kindnesses. One year we met on Halloween and our theme was 
to dress like one of our favorite women in the Bible. I dressed like Abigail from the OT, the 
theme character of my Bible study. Last year we did a skit about Women in Ireland’s Little 
Christmas with costumes and props and singing a pub song. It was mostly adlibbed and so 
much fun. Even the quiet ones enjoyed the acting. 
 

The ultimate reward of this retreat is the refreshment of your body and soul. It fills you with 
hope, new dreams and goals, releasing of pasts disappointments and brings to light the        
essence of God’s presence there at Lake Yale and here in your everyday life. 
 
 

Come join us November 9-11 for Fall Gathering and share in the 
joy and renewing spirit of God. We will car pool. Bring a room-
mate or we will try to find you one. Sign-ups will be in the        
Narthex September 9 through October 7. Deadline for registra-
tion is October 14. We will provide the registration forms and 
workshop handouts or you can access them on the website at 
www.flwelca.com Fall Gathering 2012.   
 
Any further questions contact me, Gayle Backiel, Kris Dines, or           
Pat Keller, the officers of the Mid-Gulf Conference.  We are look-
ing forward to sharing this very special weekend with you.  
 

Come join us; God is calling you to Lake Yale. 
 
 

Did You Hea r That?  
 

B y  S h e r i  M o e h l i n g  
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A Look Back a t  a  Ministr y 
Moving  Forwa rd  

 

By: Carol Sutton 
 

Joan Fischer, former member of Living       
Waters, founded A Special Time (AST) in 
2004. She had several friends with whom she 
played cards but they could never get out of 
the house because they had to stay home to 
care for their loved ones with Alzheimer’s. 
And so, Joan, along with several other inter-
ested church members, started A Special 
Time Alzheimer’s Respite Program.  
 

It began as an ecumenical venture involving 
five churches in North Port: Trinity United 
Methodist, North Port Community Church of 
Christ, St. Nathaniel Episcopal, St. Paul’s  
Presbyterian and our church, Living Waters. 
For the past few years the Ladies Auxiliary of  
AMVETS Post 2000 has also become active in 
A Special Time.  
 

Members of these churches make up the 
trained support staff of volunteers that assist 
Wilma Ellis, program director and registered 
nurse.  The program has a total of about 40-
50 volunteers who rotate serving each Friday.  
We have been fortunate to have many of the 
same volunteers since the beginning of the 
program. 
 

Wilma has done an outstanding job keeping 
AST running successfully. The program con-
tinues to grow and prosper due to her excep-
tional leadership, love of the participants and 
her ability to create a warm, caring atmos-
phere. The maximum number of participants 
we can safely handle is 12-13. Our first year 
we averaged 4-6 participants regularly but 
we have been at our maximum for the last 
several years. During the summer months our 
attendance is usually down a little but this 
summer we have had a record attendance, 
averaging 10-12 participants.  

In the first few years, we had the help of 
SCOPE (Sarasota County Openly Plans for Ex-
cellence). Their mission is to connect and in-
spire citizens to create a better community. 
Their representatives came to our board 
meetings offering suggestions for ways to 
raise money, promote our program and show 
us ways to stay connected to our community. 
 

In 2006, just before Joan moved back north, 
she submitted the story of AST to SCOPE. 
They, in turn, submitted that story to The All-
America City Award. This award recognizes 
citizen-led efforts in neighborhoods, cities, 
counties and regions that improve the quality 
of life for all.   
 

Joan Fischer, Wilma Ellis and a few of our vol-
unteers traveled to Anaheim, California in 
June 2006 to present our program. There 
were many counties and cities represented 
from all over the United States but A Special 
Time was voted as having a program of excel-
lence in their category and received the pres-
tigious All-American City Award, an extraordi-
nary honor.  This is another testament to  
Wilma’s dedication, passion and hard work.  
 

We are proud to say that we have been     
fiscally solvent since the beginning of the  
program. This has been possible through       
donations, grants, fundraising programs and 
program fees.  Some of our fundraising      
activities have been selling calendars and 
greeting cards that display the oil paintings 
done by our participants.  
 

We would like to offer our deep appreciation 
to Wilma, to all of the volunteers and to 
those who support A Special Time.  

Noteworthy Facts:  AST pays our church 
$100 per month for use of the facility. 
AST donated $2,000 toward the purchase of 
the tile flooring and paid for the new arm 
chairs in Hanson Hall.   
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On a personal note…  
 

From Karl and Barb Mortensen...thank you  
for all of the prayers you are offering on 
Barb’s behalf.  Barb is still convalescing and 
needs our continued support. 

From Carolann Cortese...thank you for   
the prayers, cards and kind thoughts on 
the passing of my nephew and Godson,      
Artie Eriksen. 

T h e  M e s s e n g e r  is published 
monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church 
with printed copies distributed the first  
Sunday of each month.  Copies are also 
available at: www.livingwaterslutheran.com 
and via email distribution. 
 

To have information included in the news- 
letter, please write your content and send it 
to Judy Johnson: j3john@comcast.net.     
Articles must be submitted by the 21st of 
each month for publication the following 
month and may be edited. Pictures are not 
printed. 

Physical Address 
Living Waters Lutheran Church and Preschool 
12475 Chancellor Blvd. 
Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
 

Mailing Address 
PO Box 8064 
North Port, FL 34290 
 

941-625-8090   
www.livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Office Hours:  
9:00am-Noon, Mon. - Thurs. 
 

 

If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please 
contact Pastor Dell Shiell via email at: pastor@livingwaterslutheran.com 

At tention T hrivent  Members  
 

If you have Thrivent investments, you have 
Choice Dollars to donate to the charity of your 
choice.  Daryl Mendez is our church advocate 
and she would be happy to explain the program 
if you have questions.  You can reach Daryl at 
941-429-2301. 

Golf  Tourna ment  
Sc hedu led  for  November 3 

 

Proceeds Benefit the Preschool 
 

Wanted: Golfers, $50 Hole Sponsors, Prize  
Donations. 
 

Calling all golfers and fans of golf and our   
preschool to participate in the 5th Annual   
Living Waters Preschool Golf Tournament to 
be held November 3, at Heron Creek Golf and 
Country Club.  The tournament is a 4-person 
scramble. Cost is $75 per person and includes 
breakfast and lunch. Need information?  
See Daryl Mendez—941-429-2301  
or Genn Mendez—941-539-4921 


