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VISITING SPIRIT OF HOPE

“The Dove” is late this month, perhaps really late. One of the reason we’re late is that I was in Detroit attending an event called “Courage To Connect,”
part of an ongoing series called “Leadership and Evangelical Justice.” That’s a real mouthful—but the purpose was simple: help churches connect better
with people living in their communities.

We visited an Arabic language Lutheran congregation in Dearborn. We talked with people who work primarily with immigrants. I knew that you can cross
from Detroit into Canada, bu t I had no idea what that meant for people in the neighborhood where almost 25% of the international trade between the
countries crosses a bridge. We met with church planters, from whom I learned much about getting to know your neighbors.

The highlight of the week was visiting “Spirit of Hope,” a joint Episcopal/Lutheran congregation just west of downtown Detroit. This congregation, re-
sulting from the combination of two small urban congregations, is doing creative ministry in a changing neighborhood, meeting people’s needs in a way that
leads people to Jesus. While Spirit of Hope Detroit is several years ahead of us in their transition, and our neighborhoods are different, they are doing some
of things we’ve talked about doing.

Spirit of Hope Detroit calls itself a “Community of Communities.” The worshiping congregation uses a mix of African American and “Contemporary”
worship music. An “open mic” provides opportunities for singers, songwriters, musicians, and poets to perform. Spirit of Hope developed an empty lot
into an “urban garden,” and the food goes both to support their food pantry operation and to feed the families of people who tend the garden. The con-
gregation also provides education programming, children’s and youth ministries, and health screening and prevention for people in their neighborhood.

Spirit of Hope Detroit has been able to develop ministries that reach out because they spend time talking to people in the larger community in which they
are located. We’ve developed a simple questionnaire we are using to guide conversations with people who attend events at Spirit of Hope San Bernardino.
The questionnaires focus on both needs and resources in the larger community. So far, we’ve gathered about 30 questionnaires. We will also interview peo-
ple in line at our next food pantry distribution.

To be effective, though, we need to get answers from people who don’t already come onto our site. We’ve asked each of our council members to visit with
8 people during this month and get answers to the questions.

You could help us get to know our neighbors by sitting down and talking with some people you meet on a regular basis (whether they live in our immediate
neighborhood or attend events at Spirit of Hope or not) and having conversations with them about what’s important to them and what’s going on in their
communities. While you’re visiting, fill out the questionnaire and record any other impressions you have, then return the questionnaires to us. Question-
naires will be available in the lobby of the sanctuary.

We’ve started conversations about after-school programming, because we know that’s a need in our neighborhood and people are interested in working on
it. In the end, we’ll pursue the ministries that meet needs—and that people feel called to step up and work on. What do you feel God calling you to do?

Grace and peace,
Pastor Jay
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HERE’S WHAT’S GOING ON AT SPIRIT OF HOPE THIS MONTH.
Christ In Our Home is now available in the lobby.

YOUTH GROUP
The next Youth Group meetings will be, Sunday, May 6th and 20th at 6 p.m.

YOUTH GROUP RUMMAGE SALE
Our youth group’s annual rummage sale will be Saturday, May 12th. You can bring items for the sale to the church and leave them in the lobby, the office, or
the youth room.

EDEN CENTER BIBLE STUDY
The Eden Center Bible Study meets everyWednesday at 10 a.m.We are watching a 12 week video series on “The Life of Jesus”. Our next meetings will be
May 6th, 9th, 16th, 23th and 30th.We’re saving a place for you!

CHRISTIAN LIFE PREP
Trying to figure out what it means to be a Christian? Classes for seventh and eighth graders (and high schoolers who have not yet made an Affirmation of Baptism)
meet on Thursdays. Our next classes will beMay 3rd, 10th, 24th and 31st. from 4 to 6 p.m.We will not meet May17th.

CHOIR
Our rehearsals will be Thursdays, May 3rd and 10th. If you like to sing, please join us.

GIRLZ OF FAITH
Our Girlz Of Faith Women’s Bible Study usually meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month, at 6 p.m. The next meetings areMay 1st and 15th. Come and
join us as we seek to become closer to Jesus through service and study.

SATURDAY MORNING WOMEN’S GROUP
Our Saturday Morning Women’s Group meets monthly on Saturday mornings at 9 a.m. Our next meeting will be inMay.

NEW MEMBER CLASS--BIBLE BASICS
A new member class will be heldWednesday, May 16th, 23th and 30th. This 3 session introduction to reading the Bible is open to members also, and will help
anyone better study the Bible--which is how we get to know about and get to know Jesus. If interested, please see Pastor Jay, indicate your interest on your com-
munication card or contact the church office for more information.

ALTAR GUILD
The Altar Guild is essential for our worship, setting up for and cleaning up after the Lord's Supper, and arranging the decorations in the sanctuary. You could make
an important contribution to our worship life by joining this group. If you feel called to use your gifts to help with worship in this way, please talk to Lynda Parker
or Bev Wotnow, or contact the church office.
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FOOD PANTRY
Bev is looking for people who can help with the shopping, if you can supply any of the items below we would be grateful: Pasta, beans, rice, ramen, mac
& cheese, canned fruit and spaghetti sauce. We can also use boxes and bags. Please contact the church office or Bev. We would like help on theMonday
before distribution at 8 a.m for bag prep. Distribution is the last Tuesday of every month:May 29th. Set up starts at 9 a.m.

MEN’S GROUP
The Mighty Men are still on hiatus; look for more information coming soon.

YOUTH GATHERING TRIP
Spirit Of Hope youth group is going to New Orleans for the national ELCA Youth Gathering this year. We are going back as friends to help rebuild the
city again like we did in 2009. There are five youths (Frederick Haynes, Elias Haynes, Jeremy Gutierrez, Jessica Evans and Katie Kamiyama) along with two
adults (Lyle and Kerri Haynes) going on the trip in July of this year. We still need to raise about 5,000.00. We are starting a new fundraiser. You will see
muliple envelopes hanging in the lobby of the church. They are numbered from $1 to $100. If you would like to donate to the youth group then you can
pull off the envelope or envelopes with the amount you can donate and put that money inside. You will then give it to Kerri Haynes or Lisa Gutierrez, or
just put it in the offering plate (if you are putting it in the offering plate please make sure you let us know who donated the money). Anyone who donates
any amount of money in this fundraiser will be added to a list and the youth will provide a free lunch with power point presentation about the National
Youth Gathering as a thank you.

ANNUAL YOUTH DINNER
Annual Youth Dinner will be held Saturday, June 9th at 6:00 p.m. Tickets are $10.00 for dinner, dessert and 20 ralle tickets. We have alot of great prizes,
so please come and enjoy fellowship, food and fun. We will be selling tickets starting today, Sunday, May 13th after Worship. If you have any questions
please contact Kerri Haynes at (909)204-8794.

VBS
Vacation Bible School will be heldMonday June 18th though Friday June 22nd, from 6 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.We will have crafts and games, bible stories
and tasty snacks. All ages are welcome, children 3 and younger may attend with adult supervision. Preregistration appreciated, walk-ins welcome and as al-
ways, it’s free.

CONFIRMATION CAMP
Our Christian Life Prep students will attend Confirmation Camp together Sunday, June 24th though Friday, June 29th. Our cost for the week will be
approximately $2,000. A week at camp can be instrumental on helping a teen’s faith come alive. You can make a difference in a teenager’s life by making a
contribution to this important program.

CONTACT US
In person: Church Office hours are Monday through Thursday 9am to 12pm

Visit our website at spiritofhopechurch.org
By email: office@spiritofhopechurch.org

By phone: Office 909-882-2961 or Pastor Jay’s cell 951-850-9604
By mail: Spirit of Hope, 1820 E. Highland Ave., San Bernardino, CA 92404


