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      "Hope In Action for a World in Need"



PASTOR’S PAGE:  SLOW AND STEADY WINS THE RACE

In the old story of the tortoise and the hare, the hare gets off to a fast start, but the tortoise wins the race because he keeps his mind on his goal, his “eyes on the 
prize”, so to speak, and slowly but steadily makes progress toward the finish line.  

 
As a congregation, we have a tendency to spend so much time looking at what’s undone, what we haven’t accomplished yet, how much work we have to do, that 
we don’t see what it is that we have accomplished.  This not only reinforces an attitude of scarcity, it keeps us from seeing what it is that we have accomplished.  

 
At our Leadership/Planning meeting on November 1, we started the afternoon reviewing what we had accomplished since our ministry review in January—how 
we had made progress on the goals and recommendations set by that process.  It was amazing to see all that we’ve done since then.  

 
Here are a few highlights.  We formally entered into the redevelopment process in June.  We are finding new ways to cooperate in ministry with Lutheran Church 
of Our Savior and Central City Lutheran Mission.  We met with the Mission Investment Fund to get recommendations for improvements to our physical facilities.  
We also met with City code enforcement, and will meet with our local police department watch commander, to get their take on what changes would make our 
facility safer and more secure.  All of this information will help us finish a prioritized capital improvements plan.  

 
We have continued to work toward a goal of establishing an after school program on our site, in partnership with the San Bernardino School District.  And we’ve 
developed a presentation (including a wonderful video that you’ll get to see in worship soon) to use in meetings with potential partners in our ministry.

 
We’ve also established a “Dream Team,” consisting of Kenny Ungs, Jenny Evans, Rebecca Gallegos, Amy Kamiyama, and Pastor Jay, to both help us “think big” 
about what our ministry can look like and help us keep focused on next steps to take.  

 
If that sounds like a lot, it is.  And that’s not everything.  Just some highlights.  We’re doing a lot, even if we don’t always see it.  Let’s celebrate all the steps we’ve 
taken so far, in what will be a lengthy process.

 
After reviewing what we had accomplished, we took time to set 4 priority goals for next steps in our ministry, and created teams to :

 
1.              Promote better awareness of our ministries within the congregation;
2.              Attend to maintenance and appearance of our site and prepare for more children’s and educational programming; in addition to planning, this will 
include holding workdays development of improvement plans focusing on missional goals;
3.               Attention to congregational care (In-Reach); 
4.              Connecting better with our Community; this will include getting training for and then conducting a “listening campaign” both inide our congregation and 
in the greater community; it will also include seeking funding to hire a part time person staff who could either help with a “listening campaign” or meet other needs 
in the community.

 
We’ll provide more detail on all of these things at our Budget Meeting, which will be held Sunday, December 14, after worship.  

 
In the meantime, let’s both celebrate what we’ve accomplished and keep our eyes on the future—God’s future for mission and ministry here at Spirit of Hope.

 
Grace and peace,
Pastor Jay  

 



 
Pastor Jay On Vacation

Pastor Jay will be on vacation from Friday, November 7 thru Monday, November 17.  Rock Janecek will be preaching on November 9, while 
Reverend Tim Philips will be preaching on November 16. Pastor Scottie Lloyd will be available for emergency pastoral care during Pastor Jay's 
vacation. Call the office or Pastor Jay and he will contact Pastor Scottie for you. 

Church Council Meeting

Our next Church Council Meeting has been scheduled for Monday, December 1, at 7:00 p.m. We will meet at the Kamiyama home. We will not 
meet in October. 

Eden Center Bible Study

The Eden Center Bible Study usually meets Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. We are currently following the Old Testament lessons we will be reading 
in Worship this fall. We will not meet on November 12. You're invited. 

Saturday Morning Women's Group moves to Wednesday

Our Saturday Morning Women's Group has moved to Wednesday. Our next meeting will be 6:30 p.m.., Wednesday, January 28, at the Coco's in Rialto. All women are 
invited. Please see Melissa Anderson for more information.

Men's Bible Study

 The Men's Bible Study meets jointly with Lutheran Church of Our Savior on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. in the Al-Burt room. 
Refreshments will be provided. The theme for our current six month Bible study is "Attitude Adjustment: Down But Not Out." Our next meeting will be 
Saturday, November 15, at 8:00 a.m., here at Spirit Of Hope. All men are welcome and invited. Contact Rock Janecek at janecekr@alumni.csusb.edu or (951) 
346-6233 if you have further questions.  

Youth Group

The Spirit of Hope Youth Group is for teenagers in 7th through 12th grades.  Our next regular meetings will be Sundays, November 9 and 23, at 
6:00 p.m. 

Girlz of Faith

Our Girlz of Faith Women's Bible Study usually meet the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month in alternating homes.  Our next meetings will be 
on November 10 and 24, at 6:45 p.m. All woman are invited. For further information please contact Amy Kamiyama. 



Choir

Our choir usually rehearses the Thursdays before the first two Sundays of the month, at 7:30 p.m. Our next rehearsals will be Thursday, 
November 6, December 4 and December 11. Please join us in singing praise to God. 

Food Pantry

If you can supply any of the following items, we would be grateful: pasta, beans, rice, ramen, macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, and spaghetti 
sauce. We can also use bags. If you would like to help we are doing bag prep Monday, November 24, at 8:00 a.m. and our next distribution will 
be Tuesday, November 25. Set up starts at 9:00 a.m. Distribution is from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  Please contact Bev Wotnow or the church 
office if you would like to help.

PROPERTY CONCERNS AND COSTS:  Air Conditioners

We currently owe our HVAC contractor $574.20 for the last unit that was installed.  Gifts to Spirit of Hope, designated to “Property Fund,” will be 
appreciated to help us pay for this important project.  
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Upcoming Events At Spirit Of Hope  

Saturday, November 29, 9 to noon (or 9 to done). Workday and Christmas decorating. Watch for more information.
 
Saturday, November 29, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. CHRISTMAS BOUTIQUE IN PARISH HALL. Watch for more information. 

Sunday, November 30. Youth Sunday.
 
December 14, after worship. CONGREGATIONAL BUDGET MEETING. Watch for more information.

In December on a date to be determined. CHRISTMAS CAROLING. Watch for more information.

Coming Soon

God's Story - Your Story; A Saturday Morning Bible Study. 

You’re invited to attend a new Saturday morning Bible Study 10:00am Saturday mornings in the Al-Burt room.  We will look at Bible stories 
that show us how God has been present in the world from the beginning of creation—and how God is still with us today.   A light breakfast will 
be served and child care will be provided. Come be a part of our community as we learn more about God, how God works in our lives, and our 
place in God’s world.  And bring a friend. We’ll begin meeting soon. Look for more information in the coming weeks.
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Suggested Daily Readings for the Narrative Lectionary for November:

Week of November 2.  Follow the story of the miracles of the prophet, Elisha.

Sunday, 2 Kings 5:1-14 Elisha Heals Naaman 

Monday, 2 Kings 2:13-18, Elisha Succeeds Elijah 

Tuesday, 2 Kings 2:19-25, Elisha Performs Miracles 

Wednesday, 2 Kings 4:1-7, Elisha and the Widow’s Oil 

Thursday, 2 Kings 4:8-37, Elisha Raises the Shunammite’s Son Friday, 

2 Kings 4:38-41 Elisha Purifies the Pot of Stew 

Saturday, 2 Kings 4:42-44 Elisha Feeds One Hundred Men

ASK YOURSELF:

 What kinds of miracles did Elisha perform? How did these miracles serve God?

Who in your community stands out as one who will stand up for the oppressed, poor, or silenced? 

How might you support such a person in their work? 

What miracles have you witnessed? 

Where have you seen God at work in the world this week?

Suggested Prayer:

God who blesses all, help us hear your word and obey it. Amen.



Week of November 9.  Follow the book of Micah, as the prophet proclaims both judgment and the promise of restoration.

Sunday, Micah 5:2-4; 6:6-8, Micah

Monday, Micah 1, Judgment and Doom

Tuesday, Micah 2, Social Evils Denounced

Wednesday, Micah 3, Wicked Rulers

Thursday, Micah 4, Peace and Promise

Friday, Micah 5:1, 5-15; 6:1-5, 9-16, God’s Challenge

Saturday, Micah 7, Prophecy of Restoration

ASK YOURSELF:

What was God doing here? How were the people’s actions punished or rewarded? 

How are the actions of your community/culture punished or rewarded? 

How can you influence your community’s behaviors so that they more closely match those God’s ways?

How do you act with justice, kindness, and humility? 

What can you do this week to make improvements in those areas of your life?

SUGGESTED PRAYER: 

God on high, inspire justice, kindness and humility in all who hear your word this day. Amen.



Week of November 16.  Follow the story of Hezekiah and Isaiah, and how God saved them from conquest and exile for many years.

Sunday, Isaiah 36:1-3, 13-20; 37:1-7; 2:1-4, Swords into Plowshares

Monday, Isaiah 36:4-12, Sennacherib Threatens Jerusalem

Tuesday, Isaiah 37:8-13, Hezekiah Consults Isaiah

Wednesday, Isaiah 37:14-29, Hezekiah’s Prayer

Thursday, Isaiah 37:30-38, Sennacherib’s Defeat and Death

Friday, Isaiah 38:1-22, Hezekiah’s Illness

Saturday, Isaiah 39:1-8, Envoys from Babylon Welcomed

Ask Yourself:

How did God respond to Hezekiah’s words and actions? What were God’s promises to God’s people?

How do you suppose God decides how to arbitrate when communities are at odds with each other? 

When have you trusted in God at a time when trusting took great courage? How did it turn out?

Suggested Prayer:

God of grace, help us hear the promise of grace in the midst of acknowledging our failures. Give us courage to trust in your love. Amen.



Week of November 23. Follow the story of Israel’s and Judah’s disobedience, and the words of God’s prophet, Jeremiah.

Sunday, Jeremiah 1:4-10; 7:1-11, Jeremiah’s Temple Sermon

Monday, Jeremiah 7:16-34, The People’s Disobedience

Tuesday, Jeremiah 8:18-9:11, The Prophet Mourns for the People

Wednesday, Jeremiah 10:1-10, Idolatry Has Brought Ruin on Israel

Thursday, Jeremiah 10:11-16, Idolatry Has Brought Ruin on Israel

Friday, Jeremiah 10:17-25, The Coming Exile

Saturday, Jeremiah 11:1-17, Israel and Judah Have Broken the Covenant

ASK YOURSELF:

How does mourning and lament shape the communities of Israel and Judah? 

What role does mourning play in shaping our lives?

What evidence have you seen that God remains faithful to people today, despite people’s inability to remain faithful to God?

When you were a child, what did you believe you would do to make the world a better place? 

What can you do now to make the world a better place?

Suggested Prayer:  

God of Power, remind us through your word that you are at work everywhere through the actions of your people. Move in our hearts this day. Amen.



November

         Sun         Mon        Tue         Wed         Thu Fri Sat
 1

AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Planning Meeting 
12 noon
               

2
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Monthly Birthday 
Recognition 11:30 a.m.
Monthly Birthday 
Recognition 11:30 a.m.

3
Council Meeting
7:00 p.m.

4
   

5
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

6
Choir rehearsal  
7:30 p.m.

7 8
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

9
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship in the parking lot
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Youth Group
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

10
Girlz of Faith
6:45 p.m.

11 12 13

 

14 15
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Men's Bible Study
8:00 a.m. Al-Bert Room

16
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

17 18 19
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

20  21  22
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

 23
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Youth Group
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

 24
Food Pantry bag prep
8:00 a.m.

Girlz of Faith
6:45 p.m.

 25
Food Pantry 
Distribution
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 26
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

27

Thanksgiving
Day

28 29
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Workday 
9:00 a.m to 12:00 p.m.
Christmas Boutique
In the Parish Hall
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

30
Youth Sunday


