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“LOVE ONE ANOTHER”

The biggest political issue for Jewish people at Jesus’ time was the Roman Empire: What do we do about the fact that we’re occupied by the
gentile, pagan, Romans?

The Pharisees and the Sadducees, who we see mostly as opponents of Jesus, were also the equivalent of our Republicans and Democrats.
They had very different approaches (avoidance v. cooperation and compromise) to how to deal with the Roman occupation. The equivalent
of some “third party” groups took some more extreme positions, such as radical separation from all society (the Essenes) or fomenting rev-
olution against the Romans (the Zealots). And some first century Jews, whatever their personal beliefs might have been, simply worked with
or for the Romans because their jobs required it.

Jesus’ disciples likely covered the full range of political opinions on this issue. Simon was a Zealot, in favor of revolution. Andrew, a disci-
ple of John the Baptist who became a follower of Jesus, was likely sympathetic to the Essenes. Matthew, a tax collector, actually worked
FOR the Romans. If they hadn’t been following Jesus, these three likely would have had nothing to do with each other, or perhaps would
have engaged in unending political arguments.

Jesus instructed His followers, diverse as they were, as prone to arguments as they otherwise might have been, to love each other. “As I have
loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34(b), 35.

While religious beliefs can be divisive, political beliefs are more so. Party affiliation and political ideology are among the strongest dividing
lines in American society. How often do terms like disparaging terms like “moron” or “idiot” get pulled out in political discussions? How
often is someone’s intelligence, character, or integrity questioned because of political views? How quickly do political discussions turn into
the equivalent of a yelling match, where we think we’ve won if we made more noise than our opponent?

As we get closer to election day, political divisions and acrimony will get worse. In this time, the Church can be a model for how we can dis-
agree politically while still loving, and acting in love, toward each other. Let’s treat each other with respect. And let’s spend more time talk-
ing about Jesus, with each other and with those who don’t yet know Jesus, than we spend talking about politics. What our government does
certainly can make a difference, for better or worse. But it’s Jesus who really changes lives.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Jay
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HERE’S WHAT’S GOING ON AT SPIRIT OF HOPE THIS MONTH.

CHRIST IN OUR HOME IS NOW AVAILABLE IN THE LOBBY.

Bibles
If you need a Bible, please pick one up in the lobby. They are free.

YOUTH GROUP
The next Youth Group meetings will be Sunday, August 12th and 26th at 6 p.m.

EDEN CENTER BIBLE STUDY
The Eden Center Bible Study meetsWednesdays at 10 a.m. We are currently watching videos about Jesus. Our next meetings will be August 1st, 8th, 15th,
22nd and 29th. We’re saving a place for you!

PASTOR’S VACATION
Pastor Jay will be on vacation July 31st through August 15th. For emergency Pastoral care during this time please contact Pastor Kent Tuohino at (714) 726-
0593 or call the office.

YOUTH GATHERING TRIP
Welcome back Youth Group! We pray you were blessed at the National Youth Gathering. Thanks to everyone who contributed, either financially or by prayer, to
our effort to get our kids to New Orleans. Thanks for helping our teenagers have a life changing experience.

SATURDAY MORNING WOMEN’S GROUP
Our Saturday Morning Women’s Group meets monthly on Saturday mornings at 9 a.m. For more information, talk to Melissa Anderson.
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FOOD PANTRY
If you can supply any of the items below we would be grateful: Pasta, beans, rice, ramen, mac & cheese, canned fruit and spaghetti sauce. We can also use
bags. We would like help on theMonday before distribution at 8 a.m for bag prep. Distribution is the last Tuesday of every month: July 31st. Set up
starts at 9 a.m. Please contact Bev Watnow or the church office if you would like to help in this important ministry.

Upcoming Events & Activities - Mark Your Calenders
August 17th: Faith and Family baseball (details coming), Inland Empire 66ers in San Bernardino.
September 9th: Christian concerts at Splash Kingdom, discount tickets available, sponsored by KSGN.
September 15th: Roller skating at Stardust Skate Center $5 per person for skate rental & food.
September 16th: New Beginning/Rally Day Sunday potluck after service.
October: Trunk N’ Treat (details to follow).
November 10th: Healthy Harvest Fair, health & lifestyle providers onsite for free/low cost medical screening & exams.

AA Meetings at Spirit of Hope
An AA group is now meeting here at Spirit of Hope, Saturday mornings at 10 a.m. Alcoholics know what it means (or would mean) to be saved from
sin, death, and the power of the devil. You are welcome to attend.

CONTACT US
In person: Church Office hours are Monday through Thursday 9am to 12pm

Visit our website at spiritofhopechurch.org
By email: office@spiritofhopechurch.org

By phone: Office 909-882-2961 or Pastor Jay’s cell 951-850-9604
By mail: Spirit of Hope, 1820 E. Highland Ave., San Bernardino, CA 92404


