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                                                                                  Pastor’s Page:  Getting Equipped

We set off on a journey in September of 2010—with a goal of doing a better job of connecting the community around us to the Kingdom 
of God. We changed our worship style—holding on to the historical Lutheran structure of Word and Sacrament while simplifying our 
liturgy and shifting our musical style to better connect with our typical visitors.

We adopted an evangelical ministry model, putting new emphasis on inviting people to meet Jesus—whether through the bread and 
wine of the Lord’s Supper, other opportunities during worship, or participation in classes such as Blackberry Bush. And we even 
adopted a new name—signifying the hope that we have in Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit—and bringing hope to a neighborhood 
in need.

These were huge steps for us. Many congregations could not have done what we have done already. Thanks to all of you who stepped 
up to make these changes possible. Yet we knew that these would be the first steps—that they had to be in place before we took our next 
steps. And we suspected those first steps would be the easy part.

Last fall, we set new goals of enhancing the “Sunday Morning Experience” for our guests; communicating better with our neighbors; 
addressing ongoing property concerns to make our site more attractive and better suited for mission; and working to turn our site into 
a community center serving the neighborhood around us, including the development of an after-school program.

All of these will be hard; some of them are things we’ve worked on for years, with varying levels of success. Some of them are new, and, 
quite honestly, we don’t know how to do them. None of them will take a quick fix. We could work on these for years. And we’ll probably
—no make that certainly—fall down a few times along the way. Now for the good news: God doesn’t call the equipped. God equips the 
called.

When Jesus called his disciples, “Come follow me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Mark 1:17), they had no idea what they were 
getting into or what to do. But over the three years of Jesus’ ministry, they learned skills that, together with the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, allowed them to spread the Church across the Roman Empire, loving people, meeting their needs, and telling them about Jesus.

We can learn too. We’ll have opportunities this year to participate in training events through the Pacifica Synod, ELCA Churchwide, 
and Wheat Ridge Ministries. And, with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, who knows what might happen?

Now for the even more good news. God is the God of Resurrection! If Jesus could rise from the dead, He can do anything—including 
help us through this process.

We’ve done so much already. Now God is calling us, and equipping us, to take the next steps. Thanks be to God!

In Him,

Pastor Jay
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         Sun         Mon        Tue         Wed         Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3    Eden Center 

        Bible Study
      10AM - 11:30AM

4  San Bernardino        
           City Mission
         8am to 11am

Christian Life Prep
      3:45pm - 4:45pm

Choir 7:30pm

5 6

 7   
          Worship
    10am to 11:30am
      
     Youth Group 
 6pm to 8pm

8 9
   

 10 Eden Center 
   Bible Study
10AM - 11:30AM

 

 11   San Bernardino        
           City Mission
         8am to 11am

Christian Life Prep
3:45pm - 4:45pm

 
Choir 7:30pm

12  13
 

  

14        
          Worship
 10am to 11:30am

  

15
  Council Meeting  
7pm

  

16 17  Eden Center 
   Bilble Study
10am - 11:30am

   Blackberry Bush
  starts today

18
San Bernardino 

City Mission
    8am to 11am

Christian Life Prep
3:45pm - 4:45pm

 

19  20    Saturday Morning      
    Women's group   9 am

Youth Rummage Sale
        8am to noon

21     Worship
      10am to 11:30am

 Sunday School Play
        during Worship

     VBS ice cream 
social  after Worship

       Youth Group 
      6pm to 8pm
 

22
    

23 24
 Eden Center Bible 
Study  10am - 
11:30am

Blackberry Bush

 25  San Bernardino       
City Mission 
      8am to 11am

 Christian Life Prep
3:45pm - 4:45pm 

26 27

 28          Worship
       10am to 11:30am

     Altar Guild after            
              Worship

        Birthday cake  
       recognition
       after Worship

29
 Food Pantry 
      Bag Prep

          8am

30
  Food Pantry     
Distribution
10am - 12pm
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                                                             Update: Paying for Heating and Air Conditioning Units

We’ve installed five new heating and air conditioning units over the last several months, replacing three old units that had been 
vandalized by copper thieves. While there’s no guarantee we can stop the copper thieves, we believe these units will be less attractive 
targets, as each unit contains less copper than the units they replaced. Mounting the units on the roof (with a portion of the unit 
actually inside the room it serves) also makes them harder to steal. We hope this discourages the folks who vandalize these units for the 
value of the scrap metal.

These units individually cost less than the units they replace, but we’ve installed more of them, and insurance proceeds from the old 
units don’t cover all of the cost. The contractor is allowing us to pay over time, and we still owe approximately $ 4,000 toward the units 
that have already been replaced. Thanks to those of you who have already contributed to the cost of these new units. Whether you’ve 
already given to this cause or not, please prayerfully consider making a donation to our property fund to help us pay for the new 
heating and air conditioning units.

                                                                                       Welcome Iglesia de Dios Pentecostal M.I.
Iglesia de Dios (Church of God) Pentecostal M.I. (International Mission), a Spanish language Pentecostal church, will be renting our Parish Hall 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday afternoons, beginning Sunday, April 7. They will also be using the Al-Burt room on Thursday nights. This is a new 
church start supported by churches in Riverside and Orange County. Please welcome Pastor Eliezer Torres and his new congregation.

                                                                                                                  Bring your Bibles
Bring your Bibles to Worship!!  We want to encourage everyone to bring their own Bibles to worship each Sunday.  Pew Bibles are always available 
if you forget, but let's start bringing our own Bibles to use.  Make notes, highlight, place a bookmark.  These things are all OK!  Electronic Bibles are 
welcome in worship too!!!  Whatever you've got, bring it and use it on Sunday mornings!

  Blackberry Bush Coming April 17th
Blackberry Bush is an 8-week discussion-based course, great for people with questions about Christianity or for getting to know people. We’ll be 
starting a new class on April 17th. If you’re interested, or have questions, please contact the office or speak to Pastor Jay. 

Girlz of Faith
Our Girlz of Faith Women's Bible Study usually meets twice a  month at 6 p.m. in alternating homes. The Girlz will be taking a break in April until 
after Blackberry Bush.

Youth Rummage Sale
The Youth Group will be having their annual rummage sale April 20th starting at 8 a.m till noon. If anyone would like to donate items please 
contact Kerri Haynes or drop items off during regular office hours. 



                                                                                   Sunday School Play  “Miracle Of The Eggs”
Don’t miss worship on Sunday, April 21, as our Sunday School presents  “Miracle of the Eggs”. Parents, please bring your kids at 9 a.m. for 
some extra rehearsal on Sundays, April 7 and 14.

                                                                                                VBS Ice Cream Social April 21
You’re invited to stay after worship, April 21, for an ice cream social fundraiser for our Vacation Bible School. We provide VBS FREE to our 
neighbors, as a ministry to the community. You can stay for fun, food, and fellowship, and your free will offering (in any amount) can help 
fund this important ministry.

Youth Group
The next Youth Group, a meeting of people in the 7th through 12th grades, meets  Sunday, April 7th and 11th, at 6 p.m. For more information 
please talk to the Youth Group Director, Kerri Haynes.

Christian Life Prep
Trying to figure out what it means to be a Christian? Classes for seventh and eighth graders (and high schoolers who have not yet made an 
Affirmation of Baptism) usually meet Thursdays at 3:45 p.m; our next meetings are April 4th, 11th and 18th. We will not meet April 25th.

Eden Center Bible Study
The Eden Center Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Our next meetings will be April 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th. We're starting a new Bible 
Study on Revelation. This would be a great time to join us.
                                                                                                                  

Saturday Morning Women's Group
Our Saturday Morning Women’s Group normally meets monthly on Saturday mornings at 9 a.m. Our next meeting will be on Saturday, 
April 20th. If you'd like more information, please contact Melissa Anderson.

Choir
Our Choir rehearses most Thursdays, at 7:30 p.m. Our next rehearsals are Thursday, April 4th and 11th. You're invited to join us in singing 
praises to God!

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild meets the last Sunday of the month after Worship. Our next meeting will be April 28th. If you feel called to use your gifts to help 
facilitate Worship, please call the office or come to the meeting.

San Bernardino City Mission
Every Thursday morning between 8 a.m and 11 a.m, the San Bernardino City Mission is serving breakfast to our community in the parish hall. 
You can help with this important ministry by showing up to help serve or to visit. For more information call the church office or ask Pastor Jay.

Food Pantry
If you can supply any of the following items, we would be grateful: Pasta, beans, rice, ramen, macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, and spaghetti 
sauce. We can also use bags. We would like help on the Monday before distribution at 8 a.m. for bag prep. Distribution this month will be 
Tuesday, April 30th. Set up starts at 9 a.m. Please contact Bev Wotnow or the church office if you would like to help in this important ministry.

Bumper Crop Of Food
You can make a difference by helping the families served by our food pantry ministry  Sunday, April 28th. Leave a bag of food by your bumper 
before worship. Someone will pick it up and take it to the food pantry room. Let's bring in a “Bumper crop”. For more information contact Emily 
Unrine at (909)609-1071.



Monthly Birthday Cake and Recognition
Our next monthly birthday cake & recognition will be Sunday, April 28th after Worship. Sign up sheets for birthday months are in the lobby. If 
you have any questions please contact Lisa Pettit. 

                                                                                       66ers Faith and Family Night Friday, May 10
You’re invited to attend the Inland Empire 66ers Faith and Family Night on Friday, May 10. A sign up sheet is located in the lobby. We’ll be 
buying tickets on about May 1, so please sign up before then. If you can financially contribute to the cost of your ticket, you’re welcome to do so; but 
the congregation will pick up the cost for any who can’t. Please join us for a night of fun and baseball.

                                                                                                       Feeding People at CCLM
We will be helping serve a meal at Central City Lutheran Mission after their worship service on Sunday evening May 12th.   Please mark your 
communication card or see Amy Kamiyama if you would like to help with this ministry opportunity.
                                                                                             

New Member Class Coming Soon
Our New Member Class, a 3-session introduction to reading the Bible, is also a great refresher for existing members. We’ll be offering a new 
class soon. If you’d like to join the congregation, or are interested in taking the course, please call the office or talk to Pastor Jay.

Men’s Bible Study 
Men’s Bible Study meets one Saturday, every other month. The next meeting will be in May 18. A free breakfast will be served beginning at 7:30 
a.m., with Bible Study starting at 8:00 a.m. All men are invited. For more information call Rock Janecek.

Saturday Workday
There will be a workday in May 18 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Talk to Rock Janecek (951-346-6233) for more information. Please come help us clean 
up our site and increase our  "Curb Appeal."

VBS is Coming
VBS is coming Monday, June 10th thru Friday, June 14th, beginning @ 6 p.m. We made this event FREE for our neighbors. If you can make a 
donation to help pay for this event this could be a great time.

Save the Date: Youth Dinner
Our annual Youth Dinner will be Saturday, June 1th. Save the Date.

 
CONTACT US

In person: Church Office hours are Monday through Thursday 9am to 12pm
Visit our website at spiritofhopechurch.org

By email: office@spiritofhopechurch.org
By phone: Office 909-882-2961 or Pastor Jay’s cell 951-850-9604

By mail: Spirit of Hope, 1820 E. Highland Ave., San Bernardino, CA 9240


