
THEDOVE
Living in God!s Grace:
Experiencing and Sharing the Generosity of Jesus

We often think of “grace” as a short prayer we say before a meal. But it is so much more. Grace is actually a way of life, a way of life made
possible by God!s love for and generosity toward us.

In the parable of the vineyard (Matthew 20:1-6), the owner asks the grumbling laborers, “are you envious of me because I am generous?”

What a question! Do we envy!s God!s generosity?

I suspect not. Most Christ-followers that I know can point to the ways that God has generously blessed their life. If given a chance, most dis-
ciples can identify the ways that God!s hands have opened wide to satisfy their needs. Most of us live as the grateful recipients of God!s
generosity.

Yet this parable also stings for many of us. It seems unfair when all the laborers receive the same wage. We like to see ourselves among
the laborers who!ve been at it all day. So we think we deserve more. Maybe it stings because it points out how calculating we are, or maybe
because it shows how much we value material wealth.

We may not envy God!s generosity, but perhaps this parable bites for many of us because it reminds us of how we often fail to live in the
image of our generous creator—how we fail to live out God!s grace and generosity in our lives.

The Psalmist says, “You open your hand, satisfying the desire of living thing.” God!s generosity towards us is lavish. Everything that we
have really comes from God. We are created in the image of our generous and grace-full God, but we often become focused on calculating
what we think we need or deserve rather than on lavishing the abundance of what we have received on a hungry and hurting world.

When we focus on what we think we need or deserve we cannot live out God!s grace and generosity because we are focused on ourselves,
not on Jesus and his generosity or on others and their needs.

Our sermon series focusing on “The Generosity of Jesus” will continue through the end of October. What would happen if we all spent time
in the coming days and weeks identifying, practicing and focusing on the ways that God!s character of generosity is alive in us? Such a
practice might be one way to live our life in manner worthy of the Good News of Jesus Christ, to live out the grace of God in our daily lives.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Jay



October 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2
Worship
10 am to 11:30 am

3 4
Girlz Of Faith
6 pm

5
Eden Center Bible
Study
10am to 11:30am

Blackberry Bush
6:30pm

6
Christian Life Prep
3:30pm to 4:30pm
Choir Practice
7:30pm

7 8

9
Worship
10 am to 11:30 am
Youth Group
6 pm to 8 pm

10
Council meeting
7:30 pm to 10 pm

11 12
Eden Center Bible
Study
10am to 11:30am

Blackberry Bush
6:pm

13
Christian Life Prep
3:30pm to 4:30pm
Choir Practice
7:30pm

14 15
Saturday Morning
Women!s Group
9 am to 10:30 am

16
Worship
10 am to 11:30 am

17 18
Girlz Of Faith

6 pm

19
Blackberry Bush
6:30pm

20
Christian Life Prep
3:30pm to 4:30pm
Choir Practice
7:30pm

21 22

23
Worship
10 am to 11:30 am

Youth Group
6 pm to 8 pm

24
Food Pantry Bag Prep
8 am to 12 pm

25
Food Pantry
Distribution
10 am to 12 pm

26
Blackberry Bush
6:30pm

27
Choir Practice
7:30pm

28
Dinner & Movie
6:30pm

29

30 Worship 31
10 am to 11:30 am

Trunk N! Treat



YOUTH GROUP
Youth Group meets every other Sunday at 6:00 p.m. The next meetings will be on Sunday, October 9th and 23rd. Please join us October 30th in costume or as
you are for, Trunk N’ Treat.

EDEN CENTER BIBLE STUDY
The Eden Center Bible Study meets everyWednesday at 10 a.m, we will be continuing with “Just Walk Across The Room”, a 4 week video series about sharing
our faith in non-confrontational ways. We will not meet October 19th or 26th.

GIRLZ OF FAITH
Our Girlz Of Faith Women’s Bible Study meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month, at 6 p.m.We are studying “Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World”. We
will meet October 4th and 18th, come and join us as we seek to become closer to Jesus through service and study.

SATURDAY MORNING WOMEN’S GROUP
Our Saturday Morning Women’s Group meets monthly on Saturday mornings. The next meeting will be at Gail’s home on October 15th at 9 a.m.We are study-
ing the Good News according to Mark.

MEN’S GROUP

The Mighty Men will not be meeting in October. We will resume after Blackberry Bush.

BLACKBERRY BUSH
Blackberry Bush is coming onWednesdays, beginning October 5th at 6:30 p.m! This short course is a great introduction to Christianity and a great way to get to
know people. We’ll share a meal and discussion time together, perfect for you, if you’re new to our congregation or are curious about Christianity! This Fall, our
material will focus on God the Father.

CHRISTIAN LIFE PREP
Trying to figure out what it means to be a Christian? Classes for seventh and eighth graders (and high schoolers who have not yet made an Affirmation of Baptism)
We will meet every Thursday at 3:30 p.m to 4:30 p.m, beginning October 6th.We will not meet on October 27th.

CHOIR
If you like to sing please join us. We meet every Thursday, at 7:30 p.m.We are also looking for people who would like to use their musical gifts to help lead wor-
ship as part of one of our worship teams. Please contact Pastor Jay or Anna Hightower if you would like to join a worship team.

FOOD PANTRY

Our Food Pantry fed approximately 240 families last month. We would like more help on theMonday before distribution at 8 a.m. for bag prep. If you are inter-
ested in helping us with this mission please talk to Bev Wotnow. Distribution is the last Tuesday of every month: October 25th. Set up starts at 9 a.m.

DINNER & A MOVIE
Dinner & Movie is a Women’s fellowship that meets one Friday a month to share a meal, watch a movie and talk about the movie content. We will meet October
28th, at 6:30pm. The movie has not been determined.

AA MEETINGS AT SPIRIT OF HOPE
An AA group is now meeting here at Spirit of Hope, Saturday mornings at 10 a.m. Alcoholics know what it means (or would mean) to be saved from sin, death,
and the power of the devil. You are welcome to attend.



Property Report

Our September workday was a great success. A few people putting in a couple of hours of work made a huge difference in how Spirit of Hope
looked for our Big Party. Thanks to everyone who participated in this clean-up effort.

With a little bit of work, we can make a huge difference. Rich Chandler, our property chairperson, is usually at Spirit of Hope on Thursdays
and Saturdays, working on maintenance projects. Here’s a short list of maintenance and repair jobs with which Rich would like some help.

Paint the men’s restroom
Cleans walls in the Parish Hall
Trim trees and shrubs
Clean up flower beds
Fix tiles in the doorways
Water blast outside walls
Paint outside walls
Replace sprinklers in front of Parish Hall
Remove weeds in parking areas

If you can help with any of these projects, please contact Rich at 909-867-7287 or call the church office at 909-882-2961. If Thursdays and Sat-
urdays don’t work for you, please pitch in when you can.


