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  Trinity    Discipleship Training # 123 

Mark 10:1-2 

What God Hath Joined Together 
“A Study on Marriage, Divorce & Living Together”  

In Mark 10:1-2, in the midst of Jesus’ teaching, the Pharisees make 
another appearance.  There were there 

• not to learn 
• not even to listen 

They were there 
• “tempting him” vs 2. 

The Greek word for their action is the verb “pei rad zo” which 
draws a picture of one trying to pierce an object.  It has to do with 
testing or scrutinizing (Strong’s # 3985 from the root word #3984). 

Verse 2 tells us they asked Jesus, “Is it lawful for a man to put 
away his wife?”   

Then the verse ends with those qualifying words which reveal their 
true motivation, “tempting him,” or trying to pierce or examine or 
scrutinize Him. 

We are not told in verse 2 whether they hope He will answer in the 
affirmative or in the negative.  But that there is an entrapment in 
their question is implied by the language. 

Some Questions: 

• Why are the Pharisees asking this question? 

• If Jesus answers “Yes,” will that answer please them?   

• What if He answers “No” ? 

• What is the trap they might be setting? 

Seeing Through the Trap 
The Pharisees think they are holding all the cards in this scene.   

Possibly, if Jesus answers “Yes,”  they will accuse Him of 
supporting a loose moral code, of not caring for women, of 
damaging the foundation of the home. 



If Jesus answers “No,” they will accuse Him of disagreeing with 
the patriarch Moses and thus of subverting Mosaic teaching. 

A Study on Marriage, Divorce and Living Together 
Thus are we introduced to a new Discipleship Study as we listen to 
Jesus’ answer and look back on the institution of marriage, the rise 
of divorce, and today’s common practice where couples avoid both 
marriage and divorce by just living together.   

Our goal will be to look at God’s creation of man, of woman and 
His institution of family.  But we will also be mindful of our need 
to learn how to minister when these relationships are in crisis. 

“Is It Lawful . . .” 
That is the question asked by the Pharisees.  And the question 
about the lawfulness of divorce must lead us to look at the origin 
of a lawful marriage and of God’s view of the relationship between 
a man and a woman.   

If there was a “law” about getting rid of a wife – was there a 
previous law about getting her in the first place? 

The word “lawful”  as used by the Pharisees is “ex es ti”  (#1832).  
It has an interesting history or etymology.   

“Ex es ti”  comes from “ek”  – from or out of (#1537)  and “ei mi” - 
to be or to exist (#1510).  These words literally express the concept 
of “from or out of the One Who Exists or the I AM.” 

So the Pharisees’ question poses for us an excellent foundation 
upon which to base our study on Marriage, Divorce and Living 
Together.   

What has the “I AM” said on this subject?  Thus, what is 
“lawful” ? 

In the Beginning 
In Mark 10:3, Jesus sees through the probable trap that the 
Pharisees are setting – and instead of answering their question, He 
asks another question:  “What did Moses command you?” 

Before we continue on with the question of divorce, let’s follow 
Jesus’ question back to the Old Testament and see what God said 
to Moses about  the origin of man and woman and their 
relationship. 



We know that God, the I AM spoke to Moses.  In the first 5 books 
of the Old Testament (the Pentateuch), Moses recorded these 
revelations. 

Genesis is the book of origins, and there Moses records the 
beginning of life, including the creation of man and of woman 
followed by their ruin through disobedience. 

• The beauty of their creation is recorded in Genesis 1:26-31.  
• The details are given in a flash back recorded in Genesis 2:  

Here are some foundational things to notice about their creation: 

1)  Genesis 2:7  As distinct from the rest of creation, man is 
described as being not only alive, but as becoming “a 
living soul” because of the “breath of life.” 

Thus does man go from dust to being a unique creation.  
And thus should man live – not as the animals of the field, 
but in the uniqueness of God’s special purpose for him. 

2)  Genesis 2:15  God “took the man” and “put him”  in the 
Garden of Eden. 

That God has purpose for man is revealed in these distinct 
actions which provide for man’s work.   

Note:  Man is intended to work.  It is through work that he 
discovers God’s guidance (“took the man”) and God’s 
purpose (“and put him”).  In the context of marriage, the 
man who fails through productive work to realize God’s 
guidance and purpose will also fail in his role as a marriage 
mate. 

3) Genesis 2:16-17  God set limitations on man’s freedom 
and warns him of the consequences of law-less-ness 
(violating what the I AM says – also called iniquity – 
“a+nomos”  – no law or living as if there were no law. 

Having established these purposes and parameters . . .  

4) Genesis 2:18  God reveals that man is not created to exist 
alone.  Notice, “And the Lord God said . . .” 

These then are the precepts of the “I AM” or the lawful origins of 
the beginning of man’s life with a “help meet.” 

Next:  “Bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh” 



  Trinity    Discipleship Training # 124 

Mark 10:1-2 
 “What God Hath Joined Together”  

God’s Word on Marriage, Divorce & Living Together  
Part 2 

“Bone of My Bones and Flesh of My Flesh” 

Last week we looked at the word “lawful”  as used in Mark 10:2.  
We discovered that the origin of the word and the concept of 
lawfulness is found in the I Am. (ex es ti - Strong’s # 1832) 

What is “lawful” in any area of physical or spiritual life originally 
was determined by what God said.  When asked about the 
“lawfulness” of divorce, Jesus asks the Pharisees, “What did 
Moses command you?” (vs 33). 

That question led us to journey back to the writings of Moses to 
see what God said about the creation of man and of woman and 
how God first brought them together. 

In reviewing Man’s creation, we discovered that 

• Man is distinct in creation: 
Genesis 2:7 describes man as not only alive, but as a 
“living soul”  because of the “breath of life.” 

Thus man should not live as the animals live, but should 
live in the uniqueness of God’s special purpose. 

• Man is distinct in purpose: 
Genesis 2:15 reveals that God “took man” and “put him”  
in the Garden of Eden to “keep it.” 

God’s purpose is revealed in these distinct actions of 
guidance, location and work assignment. 

• Man is distinct in his God-given freedoms and 
limitations: 
Genesis 2:16-17 shows that man had instructions on what 
he could and could not eat in the Garden. 

God then reveals that there are consequences for law less 
ness. 

 



• Man is distinct in God’s provision of a suitable mate: 
This last point establishes one of the precepts of the I AM.  
In Genesis 2:18, God says – (remember that is the 
foundation of law) – “It is not good that man should be 
alone.” 

Here we see a truth about man.  He was not created nor 
equipped by the Creator for a solitary life. 

When Is “Good”  Not So Good? 
When God said, “It is not good . . . ,” He implies by the Hebrew 
word “towb”  (#2896) the negative of “good in the widest sense.”  
The word carries with it the attributes of  a life that is bountiful and 
at ease – a life of favor, gladness, joyfulness, pleasantness, 
pleasure, prosperity, wealth, welfare (to be well or well favored). 

This same word “towb”  is used by God to describe the “goodness” 
(with all the above attributes) of  

- The light - Genesis 1:4 
- The earth and the seas - Genesis 1:10 
- The produce of the earth – Genesis 1:12 
- The sun and the moon – Genesis 1:18 
- The creatures of the sea and air – Genesis 1:21 
- The creatures of the earth – Genesis 1:25 

Then comes Man. 

God created a man and set him in the midst of all this lush forest & 
plain & sea full of beasts and fowl and fish.  He gave man 
“dominion” over all (1:25).  And there was no game warden 
around and no wife waiting at home wanting him to clean the 
garage . . .  

“Perfect!” you say? 

But God says, “NO! Not Good!”  God implies that this aloneness 
will not lead to “good in the widest sense.”  Man by himself will 
not be bountiful or at ease or glad or joyful or prosperous. 

So God declares, “I will make a help meet for him” (2:18).  And 
after a careful review of all the creatures God had made, there is 
this curious statement:  “but for Adam, there was not found an help 
meet for him” (Genesis 2:20). 



Perhaps that describes Adam looking for that creature that he 
sensed was missing.  And she was missing.  God would have to 
“make”  her as He had already declared in 2:18. 

Constructing a Help Meet 
Two words come into play here:  The 1st word, “make,” reveals 
her unique creation.  The 2nd word, “help meet,” describes her 
unique calling (which we will look at next week). 

In Genesis 3:21, we are told that God “made”  coats of skins for 
Adam and Eve. 

In Genesis 6:14, God told Noah to “make” an ark because the 
flood was coming. 

These constructive words illustrate the actions behind the same 
Hebrew word which is used when God says, “I will make him an 
help meet for him.”  Strong’s # 6213 – “aw saw”  – to do or to 
make; to bring forth, to fashion, to furnish. 

With the background of the word in mind, we can now sit back and 
view her special creation and presentation. 

Genesis 2:21-22 
21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, 
and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh 
instead thereof;  
22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made 
he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 

The Essence of a Lawful Marriage  
Most of us are familiar with Eve’s creation by God, but we have 
not given much thought to her presentation to Adam.  Verse 22 
ends with 5 words that are very important to our study on 
Marriage, Divorce, and Living Together. 

I suggest that the above underlined 5 words describe not only the 
1st God-ordained (lawful) marriage, but they also detail the very 
essence that defines lawful marriage from a Biblical viewpoint. 

God made a Woman and “brought her unto the man.” 

Suppose, as Adam looked over all of God’s creation, that he had 
found a mate for himself among God’s creatures.  After all, he was 
a perfectly formed and healthy male.  He had no idea what a 



Woman was supposed to look like.  But he did know that 
something was missing and that he was somehow unfulfilled. 

It is man’s habit to move ahead of God and to try to fulfill his own 
needs and desires rather than to wait for God to bring to him that 
which God has uniquely created to “meet” his life needs. 

Lawful Marriage or Bond of Iniquity? 
Here is a question for us to consider:  Had Adam moved ahead of 
God and selected his own mate, would that union have been 
viewed by God as a lawful marriage or would that have been an act 
of lawlessness (iniquity)?  Can you think outside the box and draw 
a parallel between this scenario and man’s approach to marriage 
today? 

Bone of My Bones 
As we close today’s study, let’s watch Adam’s response as he sees 
for the first time his “Isha,”  his Woman created for him by God: 

Genesis 2:23 – “ And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, 
and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was 
taken out of Man.” 

Back in Mark 10, when asked about divorce, Jesus takes us back to 
the beginning so we can discover the lawful foundation of 
marriage before we attempt to determine the lawfulness of divorce.   

Listen to His words and compare them to tonight’s study: 

6 But from the beginning of the creation God made them male 
and female.  
7 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and 
cleave to his wife;  
8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more 
twain, but one flesh.  
9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder.  
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Mark 10:2-12 
 “What God Hath Joined Together”  

God’s Word on Marriage, Divorce & Living Together  
Part 3 

“Leaving and Cleaving” 

Tonight, let’s look at the Biblical foundations that undergird a 
healthy marriage.   

Our study is based on Mark 10:2-12 where Jesus said, “But from 
the beginning of the creation God made them male and female” 
(vs 6). 

Last week, we looked back to Genesis and reviewed this unique 
creation, first of man, then of this special one Adam called “Isha”  
who would be his “helpmeet.” 

A Momentary Aside 
Jesus’ statement in Mark 10:6 begins with “the beginning,” then 
continues to detail this portion of creation in gender-specific terms.  
Jesus addresses  

• “male and female” (vs 6),  
• “father and mother” (vs 7), and  
• “wife”  (vs 7). 

Further, verse 8 points to the union of these opposite genders and 
verse 9 speaks of God’s joining the above opposites “together.” 

A review of Genesis 2 reveals the same gender-specific language 
in relation to the “one flesh” union (2:24). 

In the study of literature, we sometimes refer to archetypes – the 
original or first occurrence of a thing which may turn up in later 
literature.  This first occurrence is looked upon as the literary 
pattern or model of later occurrences.   

If we apply the archetype concept to creation, we find that Adam is 
the archetype of mankind.  Eve is the archetype of the special 
creation which alone can be joined to man and which can 
adequately fulfill the divine role of “helpmeet.” 

The union of Adam and Eve into “one flesh” and the reference to 
Eve as Adam’s “wife”  (Genesis 2:23-25) serve as the archetype of 
marriage. 



Nowhere in the Bible do we find a positive reference to same-sex 
unions.  There are numerous passages in both the Old and New 
Testaments which prohibit such unions, thus leaving such a 
lifestyle outside the area of Biblical validation.   

Jesus’ words again from Mark 10: 
6 But from the beginning of the creation God made them male 
and female.  
7 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and 
cleave to his wife;  
8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more 
twain, but one flesh.  
9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder.  

The imperative admonition of verse 9 may well refer to more than 
the dissolution of marriage.  It may speak also to the gender design 
that God established and intended “in the beginning.” 

Look also at verse 7 and at the words we’ve highlighted.  God had 
a causative reason for the gender-specific creation of humankind.  
Unions which deviate from this pattern must therefore be in 
violation of God’s purpose in creating them “male and female.” 

Leaving, Cleaving and One Flesh 
As we look for the foundations that support healthy marriage, we 
encounter the words “leave”  and “cleave”  in Mark 10:7. 

In using these words, Jesus is quoting Genesis 2:24 which adds 
“and they shall be one flesh.”  Jesus affirms the one flesh principle 
in Mark 10:8. 

Thus the earliest foundations of marriage are revealed in Genesis 
and affirmed several thousand years later by Jesus.  The foundation 
of successful marriage involves the actions of leaving, of cleaving 
and of becoming one flesh (Gen. 2:24; Mk 10:8). 

 “Leave” – Strong’s # 2641 – Kata lei po = to leave behind; by 
implication, to be absent from; to abandon.  
From # 2596 - Kata = apart, denoting opposition or 
distribution.  
And # 3007 - Lei po = to leave, to be absent. 



Many a marriage fails because it stumbles on this first principle of 
leaving.  Interestingly, it is addressed to the male: “For this cause 
shall a man leave . . .” 

Girls, it seems, are wired to nest.  They have a heart-leading to 
form a home of their own, to nurture their young in a safe 
environment.  It is not an accident that for generations, women 
have been called “homemakers.” 

That term is never applied to men.  Man, it seems, has to be 
instructed to do those things which will lead to a Godly home.  
And so, “in the beginning,” God established and Jesus later 
affirmed that man should “leave,” or leave behind, or redistribute 
his attentions.   

Years of counseling reveal that man needs to be told not only to 
leave “father and mother” (vs 7) and to find employment, 
provision and shelter for himself, he often needs to be reminded to 

to leave his school chums 
to leave his drinking buddies 
to leave his single lifestyle 
to leave his other hobbies and distractions and                                   
to Cleave to his wife. 

Apparently, from the beginning, man needed to be reminded that 
there is a union that supersedes all previous associations:  That 
union is with “his wife”  (Mk 10:7; Gen 2:24).   

From this we learn that the 1st foundation of a successful marriage 
is the necessary realignment of loyalties, priorities and 
associations.  While this instruction is given to the man, it is 
essential that it be followed by both the husband and the wife as 
they begin their journey down the path of unity. 

But What about the Parents? 
God’s instruction to leave and to cleave is not a call to dishonor 
parents, nor is it an instruction to entirely abandon other 
relationships.  It IS a clear call establishing the union of a man and 
his wife as superior to all other earthly relationships. 
“Cleave”  
 Once man leaves, he is instructed to “cleave to his wife” (Mk 
10:7; Gen 2:24).   



One form of the traditional wedding vow states, “and forsaking all 
others, will you promise to love and to cherish her for as long as 
you both shall live?” 

This speaks first to leaving and then to cleaving. 

“Cleave”  – Strong’s # 4347 – pros kol la o = to glue; to adhere; to 
cleave; to join. 

From #4314 – pros = a preposition of direction; toward; forward; 
to the side of; namely a motion toward. 

And #2853 – kol lah o = to glue; to stick; to join self; to keep 
company 

The Hebrew word used in Genesis 2:24 is even more expressive:  
Strong’s # 1692 – daw bak = to cling; to adhere; to 
abide fast together; to follow hard after; to be joined 
together; to keep; to overtake; to pursue; to take. 

This Hebrew word which describes how a man is to cling to and to 
pursue and join himself to his wife is also used to detail how we 
are to pursue our relationship with God:  See Deuteronomy 10:20; 
11:22; 13:4. 

If you want to strengthen and to re-kindle your marriage, stop and 
look at what you are clinging to and pursuing.   Husband, focus on 
your wife.  Fasten your attention to her rather than “following hard 
after” your buddies, your hobbies and even your career.  Follow 
hard after her.  Keep her.  Pursue her.  Woo her.  Overtake her. 

And ladies – though this instruction is directed at God’s man, you 
might try just a little of it and aim it back at him.  Encourage him 
in his “cleaving.” 

 

Next:  “Two into One- The Physical Union 

 

 

 

 
  Trinity    Ministry Academy # 126 

Mark 10:2-12 
 “What God Hath Joined Together”  



God’s Word on Marriage, Divorce & Living Together  
Part 4 

“Two into One – The Physical Union” 
 
In Mark 10:7, Jesus says, “For this Cause . . .”   

We’ve suggested that this points to God’s purpose in the creation 
of man, of woman, and of their God-ordained union. 

We further pointed out the first two pillars  upon which a 
successful marriage rests: 

• Leaving – a refocusing in location and a redistribution of 
attention.  Leaving speaks to the necessary realignment of 
loyalties, priorities and associations a new couple must 
make. 

• Cleaving – a moving toward one’s mate to join, stick to 
and keep company.  In Genesis 2:24, the Hebrew 
equivalent of the word Jesus uses in Mark 10 means “to 
cling; to adhere; to follow hard after; to be joined together.” 

This Hebrew word translated “cleave”  is also used in 
Deuteronomy 10:20, 11:22 and 13:4 to describe our relationship 
with God:   “Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear 
him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall 
serve him, and cleave unto him” (13:4). 

This imagery reminds us that there are 3 people in every successful 
marriage:  a man, a woman, and God to whom they cling as they 
are joined together. 

The 3rd Pillar of Successful Marriage 
After we leave former associations, and as we cleave to God and to 
that one which God has made for us and presented to us, Jesus and 
Moses tell us that there is a third pillar upon which a successful 
marriage rests: 

Mark 10:8 – “And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are 
no more twain, but one flesh.” 

Genesis 2:24 – “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they 
shall be one flesh.”  



The third pillar of a successful marriage is oneness or union of 
flesh, spirit and purpose. 

A Pastoral Observation 
May we here offer a pastoral observation?  It seems that marriages 
that suffer early crisis often struggle because husband or wife or 
both fail to leave and/or fail to make the commitment to cleave. 

Marriages that fail late – after a decade or more – while also 
ultimately stumbling on the principles of leaving and cleaving, find 
the foundation of their marriage crumbling and collapsing because 
of years of division in flesh, in spirit and in purpose.  The weight 
of this failure in union is cumulative and finally becomes 
insupportable – thus the weakened foundation fails and the 
marriage with it. 

One Flesh 
Please be reminded that one of the benefits of verse-by-verse Bible 
study is that we study whatever the verse suggests.  At the same 
time, one of the challenges of such Bible study is . . . that we study 
whatever the verse suggests. 

So, from Mark 10:8 we are drawn into a Biblical study of “the 
birds and the bees.”  Here in Mark 10 and perhaps more from the 
extended passage in Genesis 1 and 2, the admonition, “And they 
two shall be one flesh,” seems to be an obvious reference in part to 
the physical union. 

In fact, the “For this cause” as stated by Jesus in Mark 10:7 and 
the “Therefore” which introduces Genesis 2:24 seem both to 
support this assumption.  Look again at the flow of the language in 
Genesis:  “ Therefore shall a man leave . . . and shall cleave unto 
his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” 

The Hebrew “one flesh” gives us some insight into the passage: 
“one”  – Strong’s # 259 – ech awd = united, one, a number.  

From #258 – awk had = to unify (again allowing for 
unity of both body and purpose.) 

“flesh” – Strong’s # 1320 – baw sawr = flesh – by extension the 
body;  also person; further, flesh as in body, skin, 
nakedness. 



Thus from these definitions, we derive that the 3rd pillar of a 
successful marriage is oneness of flesh as it extends to the body but 
also to the combined spirits and purpose in marriage. 

We could stop right there and safely walk away, but Genesis calls 
us back, requiring us to look at this physical union which God is 
establishing between man and woman. 

In Genesis 2:22, God not only formed a special creation to be 
Adam’s “help meet,” He also “brought her unto the man.” 

God created her for Adam and then presented her to Adam who had 
been looking over all of God’s creatures for his mate, “but for 
Adam there was not found a help meet for him” vs 20. 

In verse 23, Adam recognizes this special gift from God as his 
“Isha,”  created by God 

• out of him (vs 21 & 23) & 
• for him (vs 18 & 22) & 
• like him in every respect except that they were “male and 

female” (1:27). 

As God presents Eve to Adam, who had searched for her and 
longed for her, note the statement, “And they were both naked, the 
man and his wife, and were not ashamed” (vs 25). 

At this point, we should turn around and quietly tip toe away from 
the scene. 

The Absence of Shame 
In our consideration of the “one flesh” union and it importance to 
the unity and success of a marriage, we must stop and ponder verse 
25. 

Adam and Eve were “naked,”  and Genesis makes a special effort 
to point out that fact.  Then we are informed that these naked 
people were a “man and his wife.”  (Remember – gender specific 
creation and purpose?) 

And finally, we are given an important truth between a man and 
his wife: “and [they] were not ashamed.” – boosh – Strong’s # 
954 = to pale, to be confounded, to falter or delay, to shame. 

Please recall that we are studying marriage as it was intended 
“from the beginning” (Mark 10:6) before sin brought shame and 
hard hearts brought divorce.  In the Bible, shame is characterized 



by confounding confusion, which describes many marriages today. 
(see Psalm 35:26; 40:14; 70:2) 

God’s Creative Plan 
If you will stop blushing for just a moment, let’s talk about why 
God brought Eve to Adam as she was created instead of fully 
clothed in a new dress from Eve’s Boutique. 

• “From the beginning” nakedness between a man and his 
wife was not shameful and not a cause for embarrassment. 

• Adam and Eve’s nakedness was part of God’s cause or plan 
for their fruitfulness. 

• Physical union in the context of God’s plan was an 
innocent, natural expression of their gender-specific 
creation. 

Adam was drawn to Eve initially by the sight of her.  He was 
designed thus by God.  His interest in her physical aspect was not 
because of perversion – it was because of creation.    

Genesis 1:26-28 paints the scene for us: 
• God created them “male and female” vs 27 
• God blessed “them”  vs 28  (Here we see a God-blessed 

union not a man-made union.) 
• God said “unto them ‘Be fruitful and multiply . . .’ ” 

“fruitful”  – Strong’s # 6509 – paw raw = to bear fruit, to 
cause to be or make fruit, to grow, to increase. 

Genesis 2:25 presents the foundation that in the above points there 
was no shame.  So when did shame enter the picture?   

In Genesis 3:6-7 & 10-11 when man stepped out of God’s plan, he 
first felt shame and the need to hide.  In the context of marriage, 
Satan uses that shame to damage the spirit of the physical union. 

Then with the misguided help of preachers and nuns and frightened 
mothers, all things physical became shameful and “nasty.” 

But it was not so “From the beginning.” 

Next:  Two into One – The Union of Spirit and Purpose 
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 “What God Hath Joined Together”  
God’s Word on Marriage, Divorce & Living Together  

Part 5 
“Two into One – The Union of Spirit & Purpose” 

 

In our study of the 3 pillars of a successful marriage as stated by 
Jesus in Mark 10:7-8, we have discussed God’s “cause” and 
purpose  

• Pillar One – Leaving – reprioritizing and refocusing 

• Pillar Two – Cleaving – moving toward and fastening to 
And we have started to look at  

• Pillar Three – Being One Flesh  
We looked at God’s cause for making Adam and Eve male and 
female and in presenting them to each other as He did. 

Tonight we continue this Third Pillar as we search God’s Word for 
how “two”  become “one”  in spirit and in purpose. 

This second part of the One Flesh principle is extremely important 
for a successful marriage; in fact, this principle is the basis for a 
lasting marriage.  

The Seasons of a Marriage 

In our young adulthood, we might think there is nothing more 
important or pressing than God’s marvelous plan in creating them 
“male and female.” 

In that season of life, we learn (or not) to deal with the urgency of 
finding a mate.  God’s inner prompting to “be fruitful and 
multiply”  is prominent in relationships as we deal (or not) with 
what has come to be called “the sex drive.” 

As we have seen, this is part of God’s “cause” in telling us to 
“leave,”  to “cleave,”  and to “be one flesh.” 

But like all that God created and gave to man, there are freedoms 
and limits.  In the “one flesh” union, as God intended it, we look 
back to man’s unique creation and purpose and remind ourselves 
that 



• “God created man in His own image, in the image of God 
created He him;” 

• “male and female created He them.” 

Thus our sexuality is a reflection of not only God’s purpose, but of 
His image of completeness and provision.   

But there is more – there is oneness of spirit and of purpose: 
- God’s precise and care-filled creation of Adam, 
- God’s awareness of Adam’s created need of a help meet, 
- God’s forming of and then presenting of Eve to Adam, 
- God’s informing us that we are created in His “image”  and 

after His “likeness” with His “breath”  in us making us 
“living souls”  (Gen. 2:7), 

All of the above tell us something about the nature of our God.   
- He does not want to be alone. 
- He does not man to be alone. 

It is consistent with His nature, His creative actions, His unique 
creation of man “in His image” that God wants each of His 
children to have a help meet that not only meets the physical need 
but also fulfills the created need in man and woman to not be 
alone in spirit and in purpose. 

In our young adulthood, “one flesh” speaks to our physical drive 
for a mate.  As our marriage matures from season to season, “one 
flesh” speaks to a unity of spirit and purpose. 

The Help Meet 
In Genesis 2:18, God states:   “. . .  It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.”  

Then 2:20, calls attention again to Adam’s need of a partner:  “And 
Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to 
every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help 
meet for him.”  

What is a help meet?  These two distinct words describe God’s 
divine plan for building a lasting foundation for the “one flesh” 
union.  Interestingly, in the Hebrew, there are not two words.  
There is only one: 

“Help meet” # 5828 – ay zer = to aid or help;              



            From # 5826 = to surround, to protect, to aid, to help, to 
succor. 

Here, perhaps we can discover an interesting point about God’s 
creative purpose for bringing Eve to Adam and Adam to Eve. 

- Their coming together in the “one flesh” union was not just a 
hormone driven crashing together of bodies. 

- Their union was designed by God to fulfill God’s image-
driven creation which displays the inner yearning 
- To be surrounded 
- To be protected 
- To be succored. 

Again, this union of flesh was intended to grow to a deeper union 
of spirit and purpose. 

How Do We “Help”   Each Other in Spirit & in Purpose? 
Other than the physical union, how is God’s stated purpose for 
man and woman to “be one flesh” actually realized in Marriage?   

- AND it MUST be realized – because over time, the physical 
union alone will not sustain the marriage –  

- Clearly, God’s purpose in marriage is stated in Jesus’ words as 
He refers to Genesis 2:24, “So then they are no more twain, but 
one flesh” (Mark 10:8).   

- Clearly, when God made Adam, He intentionally left something 
out. 

- Clearly, Adam needed that something to surround him, to 
protect him, to succor him.  Adam needed “help”  to do 
whatever it was God would ask him to do and to be whatever it 
was that he could not be alone.   

So God formed for Adam and then presented to Adam the one 
who could bring that completeness.  How that can be built into a 
marriage is revealed in the 5th chapter of Ephesians.   

Finding Unity in Spirit and in Purpose 
Before next week’s study, carefully read Ephesians 5.  This 
chapter focuses on the unity of spirit and purpose in a marriage. 

Note verse 31 where again we see the words, “For this cause . . .” 



Note verse 29 where the words, “nourish”  and “cherish”  are 
given as instruction. 

Note verse 21 where you will encounter another key word that 
relates to a successful marriage.  It is the word, “submitting.” 

And finally, note verse 33 where there are two more words – one 
directed to men, and the other directed to women:  “love”  and 
“reverence.” 

 
Next – Two into One  - The Union of Spirit & Purpose  pt 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Trinity    Ministry Academy # 128 

Mark 10:2-12 
 “What God Hath Joined Together” Part 6 

“Two into One – The Union of Spirit & Purpose”  
Continued 

Our study has revealed that there are at least 3 pillars that support a 
successful marriage.  These can be found in Jesus’ words from 
Mark 10:7-8: 

• Leaving 
• Cleaving 
• Being One Flesh 

The 3rd Pillar (Continued) 
We continue tonight looking at this 3rd pillar which is clearly 
described by Jesus in verse 8:  “And they twain shall be one flesh: 
so then they are no more twain, but one flesh.” 

We have already explored this “one flesh” union as it relates to 
God’s creating them “male and female.” 

Early in marriage, this physical drive is strong and largely supports 
the marriage as the newly-weds learn “to leave”  and “to cleave.” 

As the marriage matures, its strength depends somewhat less on 
the physical and more on what should be the deepening “one 
flesh” of spirit and purpose.  If the physical, the spiritual and the 
purposeful are all three intact, the “one flesh” union is as God 
intended it to be “from the beginning” (see Mark 10:6). 

A strong, successful marriage learns to navigate beyond the 
physical. Then, as the marriage progresses through its seasons,  
fulfillment of another kind is nurtured so that the God-designed 
yearning for the “help meet”  

• “to surround” 
• “to protect” 
• “to succor” 

can be fulfilled within the marriage for both the husband and the 
wife.   

Sadly, many,  many couples never learn to navigate beyond the 
physical:  In time, the fabric of the marriage is weakened.    



Ephesians 5 affords a marvelous window through which to look at 
the Biblical principles involved in building a lasting union of spirit 
and purpose.   

“One Flesh” Continuity 
In Ephesians 5:31, we find some familiar words:  “For this cause 
shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto 
his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.”  

Where have we heard these words before?  ______ and _______ . 

So, now from three Biblical witnesses we have heard the same 
message:  God has a “cause” or a purpose 

• in how He made us “male and female;” 
• in the physical drives He gave us; 
• in the areas of incompleteness. 

God’s purpose intends that man and woman are fulfilled only when 
they are “joined  . . . and they two become one flesh.” 

Nature itself taught us how to join physically – but because man is 
made “in the image of God,” being one in spirit and in purpose 
carries the imprint of Divine Nature and requires God’s input. 

A union made perfect in God’s image – fulfilling His “cause” and 
resulting in lasting completeness – is not found by following 
“natural” inclinations, impulses or desires.  Such a lasting union 
must be founded on spiritual discernment and understanding.  (See 
I Corinthians 2:14) 

We can start building that understanding by looking at and opening 
our hearts to God’s Word. 

“The Married Life of Spirit-Filled Believers” 
The above words are the outline heading in my Scofield Study 
Bible just prior to Ephesians 5:21-33.  Let’s talk about them for a 
moment. 

Before we look at the principles for a spiritually strong marriage 
found in verses 21-33, let me ask you a question from a few verses 
earlier.   

Ephesians 5:18 says, “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is 
excess; but be filled with the Spirit;”  

 



As you seek a marriage founded on God’s image-driven plan, are 
you “filled with the Spirit”?  OR are you filled with disappoint-
ment and disillusionment about your marriage and your mate? 

Are you “filled with the Spirit”? OR are you filled with self-pity 
and self-desire and perhaps even some self-justification about why 
the state of your marriage is not your fault? 

In marriage, as in every other part of the Christian walk, you 
cannot be filled with self and be filled with the Holy Spirit at the 
same time. 

If you want the imprint of God’s image on your marriage, your 
heart and will must yield and surrender and soften so that His 
imprint can be embossed on the table of your heart.  Otherwise, 
you will experience (or are already experiencing) the very thing 
that Jesus said causes divorce: “The hardness of your heart,” Jesus 
said was the cause that leads to disunity and divided spirits (Mark 
10:5). 

There are two things I hope you will prayerfully consider before 
you read further in this study: 

1) Call upon the name of the Lord.  Romans 10:13 makes 
this promise:  “For whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.” 

Before you can spiritually strengthen your marriage, you 
must put your spiritual life on a rock solid foundation.  If 
you have never surrendered yourself to the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ, “call upon the name of the Lord.” 
Acknowledge His sovereignty over your life; yield to His 
purposes for you; accept His great free gift of Eternal Life. 

2)  Be filled with His Spirit.   How?  Simply ask and receive.  
Again, hear Jesus’ words:  “If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him?” Luke 11:13 

The 5 Words that Undergird Unity in Marriage 
In our last lesson, I asked you to read all of Ephesians 5.  I 
particularly pointed out 5 words.  These 5 words, if applied as God 



intends, will lead you and your mate into a unity of spirit and 
purpose. 

The 5 words are Submitting – vs 21;   Nourishing – vs 29; 
      Cherishing – vs 29;   Loving – vs 33;   Reverencing – vs 33 

We will close this study by looking at the first word that leads to 
unity of spirit and purpose in a marriage.  The word is“submitting”  
from verse 21. 

Now most of you men will tend to say, “Right!  You see there 
Woman?  You are supposed to submit!”   

And all the wives will cringe, because they were created by God’s 
image-driven plan to be loved and cherished – not dragged to the 
cave and dominated by a caveman. 

Whatever your previous notions of submission are, let’s set those 
aside and study God’s Word so we can learn how to submit God’s 
way and not natural man’s way. 

Submit – Strong’s # 5293 –from the root word hupo tasso.  Hupo 
tasso is a compound word: hupo - #5259 = under, underneath in 
relation to position or condition; and tasso - #5021 = to arrange in 
an orderly manner; to assign a position. 

The word picture is clear.  There is to be an orderly arrangement.  
Positions are to be assigned.  In marriage, each mate is then to 
yield in relation or in position to that assigned order. 

But note the actors in this joint submission:  “Submitting 
yourselves one to another in the fear (godly reverence and awe) of 
God.”  This is a union – not of bondage – no master/slave 
relationship is here described.  This is “one to another.”  And it is 
done recognizing the “awe of God” and reverencing His plan and 
cause. 
An example of this orderly yielding to assigned positions can be found in 
Hebrews 12:9-10.  As it relates to God – He does not force us to be in 
subjection (hupo tasso) to Him.  But if we want to be partakers of His 
holiness (vs 10), we must accept our assigned position and walk under 
His Lordship. (See also Philippians 3:20-21) 

A glorious marriage is no different.  If our union is going to be 
fashioned according to the image of God, we must “submit” or 
arrange ourselves to each other “in an orderly manner.”   

And it is God who does the ordering. 



           
Next:  How to Nourish, Cherish and Love a Wife 
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 “What God Hath Joined Together” Part 7 
How to Love, Nurture, & Cherish a Wife 

Last week we turned to a third passage of Scripture that repeats the 
idea, “For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and 
shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 
- Our study began in Mark 10 where Jesus spoke these words in vs 7. 

- We discovered from Jesus that these words occurred “from the 
beginning” in Genesis 2:24. 

- Ephesians 5:31 then echoes both the above passages and includes 
practical application on leaving, cleaving and being one flesh. 

Before we dig in to Ephesians 5, let’s be reminded from verse 18 
of our need for the Spirit of God.  Since God imprinted man “in 
His own image” (Gen. 1:27), we have the amazing capacity to bear 
God’s Spirit in our lives.  But, we are leaky vessels.   

The words of Ephesians 5:18, “be filled with the Spirit,” serve as a 
reminder, an encouragement and a warning: 

 The Reminder – God’s Spirit is available 
 The Encouragement – God’s Spirit is unlimited 

The Warning  – God’s Sprit can be ignored, quenched and 
pushed out of our lives. 

Thus do we find Paul’s imperative call at the beginning of 
Ephesians 5 

- To “be followers of God” vs 1 
- To “be filled with the Spirit” vs 18 
- To be submitted “one to one another” vs 21 

As this relates to the “one flesh” union, there are 5 operative 
words that Ephesians 5 offers to the Spirit-filled couple.  If these 
words are acted out, they will lead to a lasting, successful marriage 
– a marriage that is one in flesh, in Spirit, and in purpose. 

The 5 words are Submitting, vs 21; Nourishing, vs 29; Cherishing, 
vs 29; Loving, vs 33, and Reverencing, vs 33. 

 

 



Submitting Yourselves to God’s Plan 

We ended our last study with a brief look at the word in verse 21 
that has been so misused in marriage – the word “submitting.” 
A quick review reminds us that verse 21 says we are to submit 
ourselves “one to another.”  There is no master/slave relationship 
here.  This is a Biblical call to a co-yielding of rights and of 
expectations and a co-honoring of God established purposes in 
marriage. 

We are further reminded that as we yield to one another, we do it 
in reverence, respect, awe, and “fear”  of the God who created us 
“male and female,” and who breathed His life into us, and who 
stamped us with His image. 

These seem like concepts not to be ignored if we desire a 
successful union with the mate God has created for us and brought 
to us. 

The word “submit” reveals that there is a God-designed, orderly 
arrangement in marriage and in the spiritual gifting each mate 
brings to the marriage. 

Love Your Wife 
Before we look at every man’s favorite passage about the wives 
submitting to the husbands (vs 22), let’s first look at the words 
which describe the Sprit-filled husband she is to submit to.   

And while we look at his description, let’s look at the actions He is 
to submit to which will create a relationship in which she can feel 
safe following his leadership. 

Verse 25 tells us that ol’ Bubba -  (men, put your nickname here) is 
to submit to “love.” 

“Love?” every man shouts, squirming in his seat.  Why such a 
reaction to a small 4-letter word?  Men don’t have a problem with 
other 4-letter action words like -  hunt, fish, golf, work, mate;  

Nor is there a problem with things described in 4 letters -  tool, 
cars, shop (I said things, not actions). 

Men can “hate” with almost no provocation at all, but LOVE? 

“Love” reminds me of being a young boy and entering a room full 
of aunts and grandmothers and having to kiss each and every one 



on the lips as the expected greeting.  That included my 90 plus 
year-old great grandmother whose lips bore the dribbles of the 
Garrett Snuff she dipped. 

Why oh why must I love and submit to love?     

Well, first of all, because God says so.  And men, if God says so, 
because we are created in His image, we can do so. 

And 2nd, we are told “love your wives” because of the way God 
made women. 

I have always found it interesting that verse 25 says, “Husbands, 
love your wives,” but it does not say for wives to love their 
husbands. 

Again, verse 28 says, “So ought men to love their wives,” but it 
does not say wives “ought” to love their men. 

And once again, verse 33 says to the Sprit-filled husband, “let 
every one of you in particular so love his wife . . . .” 

So here, in just a few verses of instruction on how to be one flesh 
in spirit and in purpose, we men are told 3 times, “love your wife.”  

Me?  “Every one of you” vs 33 

How important?   “In particular”  vs 33 

How much?  “So”  vs 33 

Not much wiggle room there men!  Husband, if you want a wife 
with whom you can live a life of peace and joy and fulfillment – a 
wife who will be in all ways God’s “helpmeet” as you grow 
through the seasons of life, you better learn to “love your wife” vs 
25. 

Why Is Love So Important to a Woman? 
Why is love so important to a woman, but less so to a man?  Why 
are we told to love them, but they are not told to love us? 

Because a woman is created by God to be loved.   

When Adam stood in Genesis 2 naming all the animals, there was 
not one there for him to love.  He had all that a man appreciates 
(except maybe a shop and a tractor) – He had green forests, clean 
air, running water, flowing plains, animals and an untold 
abundance of fruit and produce to eat.   



There was no clock to punch, no bills to pay, no mortgage to worry 
about.  Adam was drawn to the wild, having no one to love, though 
he had God’s imprint in him giving him the capacity to love. 

But Eve?  Never in her creation was she not loved.  God knew 
what He was creating for Adam.  He knew the fulfillment she 
would bring as she became his helpmeet – to surround him, to 
nurture him, to protect him.   

God reached in to Adam with loving hands and brought out from 
him that capacity to love and wrapped it in beautiful flesh. 

Then God lovingly awoke Eve.  Just imagine her first awareness as 
she exhaled the God-breath that gave her life and filled her with all 
the capacity of womanhood. 

And there stood Adam – transfixed, overwhelmed.  Here finally 
was the one for whom he had been looking.  Here was his 
companion, his completeness.   

As Adam reached out to touch her, from God’s breath to Adam’s 
touch, Eve awoke to surrounding love. 

________________ 

 

“Ok,” today’s Adam nods, “I can see that.  She was created with 
love, filled with love’s breath, presented in love to Adam who 
responded with the pent-up capacity to love.”   

He scratches his head and continues, “I get why my wife needs 
love “in particular,”  but I’m not sure what that means or how to 
do it.” 

 

Fortunately, in Ephesians 5, God gives us an instruction manual 
and even draws us some word pictures to show us how to put this 
love thing together. 

 

Next:  God-Imaged Love Defined 
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 “What God Hath Joined Together” Part 8 
God-Imaged Love Defined 

Ephesians 5 tells us 
- “be followers of God” vs 1 
- “be filled with the Spirit” vs 18 
-   be submitted “one to one another” vs 21 

Additionally, we are looking at 5 words that establish a foundation 
upon which to build a lasting “one flesh” union. 

These words are Submitting, vs 21; Nourishing, vs 29; Cherishing, 
vs 29; Loving, vs 33, and Reverencing, vs 33. 
_____ 

We last looked at the foundational admonitions concerning love: 
• “Husbands, love your wives,” vs 25 
• “So ought men to love their wives,” vs 28 
• “Let everyone of you in particular so love his wife,”  vs 33. 

Even As Christ . . .  
That we are told 3 times in this passage to love indicates how 
important this action is in building a God-designed union.  To help 
us out, God’s Word even draws us a picture of How To Love a 
Wife. 

In Ephesians 5:25 we are given the 1st illustration of how Love is 
applied.  Now, listen carefully to the above words – because they 
were carefully chosen – HOW Love is APPLIED. 

Since most men associate the Love word with emotion – and since 
we do not function on the same emotional wave length as our 
wives – we shy away from “Love” and from using the word. 

A careful look at verse 25 reveals a universal principle of love, but 
it is revealed in masculine terms that are not founded on emotion: 

• This “love” is manly 
• This “love” is revealed in shop talk 
• This “love” is lubricated with blood, sweat and sacrifice. 

Look at the comparison verse 25 establishes:  “Love, even as 
Christ also loved the church and gave himself for it.” 



What are the characteristics of this kind of love? 

• It is God-imaged love -  
“So God created man in his own image” Gen 1:27. 

• It is Other-centered love –  
Philippians 2:5-7 tells us to adopt this same mindset of 
Christ who was “in the form of God” vs 6.  Jesus emptied 
Himself (vs 7), humbled Himself (vs 8) and laid down His 
life because He loved (vs 7&8). 

• It is God-exalting and God-exalted love –  
When we obey the Word of God, letting “this mind be in 
you which was also in Christ Jesus . . . ,” (vs 5), we honor 
God.  We are then in turn blessed by God:  “Wherefore 
God also hath highly exalted him . . .” (vs 9). 

This Love Defined 
Notice that the above Philippians 2 passage does not use the word 
“love.”  It does not express emotion, nor does it flow along on 
feelings.  But it does illustrate love being applied in practical, 
demonstrable terms. 

Let’s return to Ephesians 5:25 and hold the word “Love” in our 
hands, and listen to it speak. 

“Husbands, love your wives,”  - Strong’s # 25 – “ag a pa o” – a 
verb from # 24 “a gap e” – a noun = “much love.” 

The Complete Word Study New Testament compiled by the 
Greek-born scholar Spiros Zodhiates (AMG publishers: 1991) says 
of “agapao,”  this love “indicates a direction of the will and 
finding of one’s joy in something.”  It is in contrast with “phileo”  
which speaks to having “a common interest” in something leading 
to friendship (p. 866 of Lexical Aids).   

This love is further in contrast to “eros”  whereby one gains self- 
gratification through sensual “love.” 

Zodhiates further states that “Agapao” is “used of God’s love 
toward man and vice versa.”  And more, this action of Godly love 
comes from the word “Agape”  which denotes showing love “not 
by doing what the person loved desires” but by what the person 
loved “needs.” 



John 3:16 uses this same “agapao” word when it says, “for God so 
loved the world . . . ,” giving “not what man wanted, but what man 
needed.”  Agape is “God’s willful direction toward man” in an 
expression of unselfish love (866). 

So the instruction in Ephesians 5, “Husbands, agapao your wives” 
is saying – willfully direct God-imaged love toward your wives in 
an expression of unselfish, sacrificial care and provision – not 
focused on desires but always focused on needs.   

THIS is how “Christ also loved the church and gave himself for 
it.” 

Rethinking our Concepts 
Here, we may need to stop and rethink our concepts of what true 
love really is: 

Ladies – you want your husband to “love” you.  Your 
desire may be for tender communication wrapped in 
whispered emotion. 

Men – you want “love” to be satisfied by the sensual (eros) 
without the humility and servant-hood and sacrifice of 
one’s entire being for the other. 

But God’s intention “from the beginning of creation” 
(Mark 10:6) was to create man in the image of God.   

God-imaged love is sacrifice wrapped in blood and 
selflessness.  It is practical, applicable, shop driven, and 
redemptive. 

Redefining love from God’s “Agape”  perspective rather than 
man’s will help us find a foundation upon which to build a lasting, 
fulfilling “one flesh” union. 

For more Biblical illustrations of “Agapao” love, see  
Matthew 5:43-44;  6:24 
Mark 10:21; 12:30-34 
John 3:16, 19 (note in 19 the willfulness), 35 
Galatians 2:20; 5:14 
Ephesians 1:6; 2:4; 6:24 
Colossians 3:12-19 

Next:  Love Enacted – Nourishing & Cherishing 
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 “What God Hath Joined Together” Part 9 
Love Enacted – Nourishing & Cherishing 

Submitting 
In our study of the 5 foundation-building words which Ephesians 5 
presents as necessary for a successful “one flesh” union, we first 
studied the word “submitting”  from verse 21 (see study #128 ).  
This word indicates that in the church, there is no master/slave 
relationship between the members.  Verse 22 then moves this 
concept forward to the relationship between a husband and a wife.   

The word “submitting”  tells us that each has a God-imaged role in 
the marriage and “in the fear of God”( vs 21), or in respect for 
God’s plan “from the beginning” (Mark 10:6), we should yield 
“one to another” to those roles. 

Love 
Last week, we defined the second of the 5 words, the word “love.”   
We discovered that husbands are admonished 3 times in this 
passage to “love your wives” (vs 25, 28, 33). 

This love is detailed by the Greek word “agape.”   This is the word 
used throughout the New Testament to express God’s love for man 
and man’s love for God.  Therefore, - husbands are instructed to 
“love”  their wives with a God-imaged love – a love that is defined 
in 5:25 as a sacrificial, other-serving love. 

It might be pointed out that while Jesus’ love for the church is 
sacrificial and other-serving, it is also a motivated love.  What was 
Jesus’ motivation?  Verse 26 tells us that He loved and that He 
gave Himself “that He might sanctify and cleanse” the church.  
Further, verse 27 says, “that He might present it [the church] to 
Himself a glorious church . . .” 

Men, we are instructed to love wives with this Godly love – a love 
that is sacrificial and other-serving.  What is our motivation?  That 
we might draw unto ourselves a bride, a wife, a relationship that is 
“glorious,”   1)  because it is God-imaged; and  2)  because it 



respects and fulfills God’s plan for a husband and a wife.  This has 
been God’s intent or “cause” for marriage “from the beginning.” 

Our motivation is further explained in verse 28.  Simply put, as I 
love my wife, I love myself.  Since I desire to live in peace and 
fullness in my own life, I nourish and cherish myself – BUT since 
myself is not by myself - since I am one flesh with my bride, what 
I want in my fulfillment, I also want for her fulfillment.  And what 
I want for her, I also want for myself. 

Verses 28-30 give deeper understanding  to the statement in verse 
31 – the one-flesh principle for marriage:  “For this cause shall a 
man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, 
and they two shall be one flesh.”  

Nourishing & Cherishing - Love Enacted  
This God-imaged love is described not only by the word “agape”  
or love as God loves, it is also illustrated through the words found 
in verse 29 – “nourisheth and cherisheth.” 

God’s love enacted requires nourishing and cherishing in both the 
church and in the marriage.  These words offer graphic illustration 
of how we are to enact God’s love. 

“Nourisheth”  – Strong’s # 1625 – ek tref o = “to rear up to 
maturity; to train; to nourish.”   

From ek - #1527 = “the point from which a motion 
proceeds; from or out of.” 

And trepho - #5142 = “to strengthen; to fatten; to pamper; 
to feed; to nourish.” 

The “one flesh” union has a starting point.  From that point, there 
is to be a present, active, intentional strengthening and feeding and 
pampering of the marriage and of the mate in the marriage.  This 
intentional nourishing of the relationship results in a “strong,” 
“fattened,” “pampered,”  fulfilled and satisfied union. 

The reverse is also true:  ignoring the needed nourishing of the 
marriage will result in emotional and physical famine.  What 
should be “glorious”  will instead be starved into a wasteland of 
unhappiness and disappointment. 

“Cherisheth”  – Strong’s # 2282 – thal po = “to warm; to brood; to 
foster; to cherish.” 



Because the instruction to “cherish” is given to men in respect to 
their wives, God’s Word presents a barn-yard illustration rather 
than a romantic description of what it is to cherish. 

How does a man “cherish” a wife?  He cherishes her as a brood 
hen cherishes the potential in her nest.  Close your eyes and watch 
her care for her nest and then for her brood.  (See also I Thess 2:7) 

What words describe this brooding cherishment of the nest?  
- She is there – not out with friends at the local watering hole. 
- She is focused (remember “cleaving”?) 
- She is patient. 
- She is possessive. 
- She is protective. 
- She is caring. 
- She is fostering. 

When a husband loves his wife in this fashion, she may send him 
to the golf course to get a break from all the attention – but as he 
goes, he will know that he is doing his God-imaged job, and she 
will know that she is loved and protected. 

Further, they will both look forward to his coming back to the nest. 

So as we come to the end of God’s instruction to husbands, let’s 
review: 

• Husbands are to be in co-submission with wives in God’s 
purpose. 

• Husbands are to love with a God-imaged love that is 
sacrificial and other-serving. 

• Husbands are to nourish mates and marriages in a 
continuous action from beginning to end, strengthening, 
pampering, feeding, and fattening the relationship. 

• Husbands are to cherish spouses and homes, fostering, 
warming, and protecting both mate and the potential of the 
nest. 

Of the 5 actions detailed in Ephesians 5 that lead to a prosperous 
“one flesh” union, 4 of the 5 are directed at the husband.   

And now ladies, 2 of the 5 are directed at you. 

Next Week:  Why Men Respond to Honor 
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                 Why Men Respond to Honor part 1 
We have been studying the 5 foundations for a strong marriage 
given in Ephesians 5.  These foundations are expressed in the 
actions of Submitting – vs 21; Loving – vs 33; Nourishing – vs 
29; Cherishing – vs 29; and Reverencing – vs 33. 

Of these five actions, four are specifically tied to the husband.  He 
is 1st to submit to his God-imaged role (vs 21), then he is instructed 
to “love”  his wife as “Christ also loved the church” (vs 25, 28, & 
33).  That is followed by his role in “nourishing”  and in 
“cherishing”  – “as the Lord the church” (vs 29).  These actions 
were covered in studies #128 - #131. 

Men, please notice that in each of these four actions, we are to 
follow Christ’s example:  He 1st submitted Himself to God’s plan 
(see Matt 6:10; Mk 14:36; Phil 2:5-8); He then loved the church 
and gave Himself for it and nourished it and cherished it. 

The God-imaged Role for Wives 
Look again at Ephesians 5:21 and you will see that the instruction 
for submission is a co-submission of “yourselves one to another in 
the fear of God.” This refers to God’s sovereign plan for our role 
in the Body of Christ (see previous verses in ch. 5) AND at this 
point in the Biblical text, it pivots and speaks of God’s beginning 
plan for the husband and the wife in the Body of the Marriage or 
the “one flesh union.” 

Because many sermons have been preached from many pulpits 
addressing the role of wives to “submit,” we jumped ahead in our 
study to see what kind of husband God wanted them to submit to.  
Having done that in the last 3 studies, we must now turn to what 
God says to wives. 

Of the five actions given in Ephesians 5:  only two are applied 
directly to the wives.  These can be found in verses 22 and 33.  
Verse 22 again repeats the word “submit” already used in verse 21 
– but we shall see that in verse 22 the submission has a different 



focus.  Verse 33 uses the word “reverence” as a verb in the 
instruction, “and the wife, see that she reverence her husband.” 

Before we explore what has become the cultural “quicksand” 
verses about wives submitting to their husbands, let’s first explore 
this verb “reverence” and see if we can begin to discover how and 
why men respond to honor. 

“Reverence” – pho ba tai - #5399 = “to be in awe of,  i.e. to 
revere; to reverence.” 

                        From # 5401 – pho bos = fear, to be afraid. 

Here, we need to back away a few steps so we can get a better 
perspective of what is being said.  Certainly, God cannot want 
wives to “be afraid” of their husbands or to “fear” them.  That 
would be exactly contrary to the expressions of loving and 
cherishing and nourishing that the husband is to enact.   

So we must look at the word “pho ba tai” in its context, and this 
passage gives us a word-picture to help us understand the meaning: 

• Verse 22 uses the word “submit”  and follows with the 
picture “as unto the Lord.” 

• Verse 25 tells the husband, “love”  and offers the picture, 
“even as Christ loved . . . and gave Himself . . .” 

Here then is our context which is affirmed in verse 32.  The 
words we are looking at are to be understood – not in the 
context of the world – but in the context of Christ and how He 
honors God with His submission, how He loves, and how He 
cherishes and nourishes the church. 

As the husband loves, cherishes and nurtures (as Christ loves and 
sacrificially gives Himself), so is the wife to honor her husband 
and to show respect for and fear for the role God has placed on his 
shoulders.  She becomes his “helpmeet” when she understands and 
stands in reverence of his God-imaged role in the family and helps 
him to fulfill it rather than trying to run the family herself. 

Now that last statement is a rather harsh one.  DO wives tend to 
WANT to take over and to rule the family from their maternal or 
matriarchal nest?  Let’s see what God’s Word has to say about that 
“from the beginning” (see Mark 10:6). 



Who Wears the Pants (or fig leaves or skins)? 
After Adam and Eve decided not to do things God’s way (as we 
sometimes decide not to do marriage God’s way), God’s first 
action was to cast them out of the perfect environment He had 
created for them.  Then they were told they would have to live with 
certain consequences because of their decision to “do it their way” 
instead of obeying God’s plain instructions. 

Genesis 3:8-20 gives the details:  Notice in verse 8 that Adam and 
Eve hid themselves from God, but in verse 9 when God came 
looking, He “called unto Adam,” and it was from Adam that God 
required an explanation of their actions. 

In part, this shows us Man in his God-imaged role of responsibility 
to God for his family. 

Look at God’s statement to Adam in verse 17, “because thou hast 
harkened unto the voice of thy wife . . .” 

We often blame Eve for the fall of mankind, but this passage 
makes it clear that God held Adam responsible. 

Ahhhh, but our question was about wives and their desire to lead 
or to rule their home.  God spoke to Eve in verse 16, and we can 
listen in:  “And to the woman He said . . .”    

Now that is interesting.  God’s judgment is not to Eve alone, but 
“to the woman” shall these consequences follow:  

•    travail in childbirth 
• “desire to thy husband” 
• “he shall rule over thee” 

The word “desire” in Hebrew is very telling about the now 
changed relationship between Adam and Eve or the man and “the 
woman.” 
“Desire”  - #8669 – tesh oo kaw = “stretching out after, a longing 

desire.” 

But fellows, don’t get too excited about those prospects – because 
there is more.  The above word comes from #7782 – shuwk = “to 
run over, to overflow.” 

Here is the sad truth.  Eve’s “desire” for Adam was not a physical 
“longing.”  Look again at verse 16 and notice the little word “and” 



in the middle of the verse:  “and thy desire shall be to thy husband, 
and he shall rule over thee.”  

The woman’s human desire is to “stretch out” beyond her  
God-imaged role.  Ladies – sorry – but the Eve in you wants to 
“run over” the Adam in your husband.  She wants to “overflow” 
her boundaries in the marriage – but God’s corrective action for 
that destructive tendency is “and he shall rule over thee.” 

The Balance of Love 

I know all of that sounds harsh and punitive, and you ladies may 
think it does not apply to your particular marriage situation.  But it 
does.  It is God’s Word.  It is what Jesus referred to when asked 
why Moses allowed divorce and He answered, “For the hardness 
of your heart he wrote you this precept.”   

Simply put,  a husband who does not love, cherish and nourish his 
wife in Christ-like love will create in her a hardness of heart that 
will only increase her urge to take over for her own protection. 

But a wife who does not honor or reverence or respect with God-
honoring fear the role that God has assigned to the husband will 
force him to “listen to her voice” (Gen 3:17) even when he should 
not.  He will avoid her criticism of his leadership by refusing to 
lead.  Because he is wired by God to respond with strength, 
leadership and love to her respect – he will wither under her 
disrespect and his heart will grow hard and then bitter. 

It is important that we learn to live “by every word” that comes 
from God’s mouth (Matt 4:4) and this word about reverence is one 
of those words that is critical to a marriage. 

 
Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even 
as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.  

                                                                       Ephesians 5:33 
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                 Why Men Respond to Honor part 2 
Thus far, our study has been focused on God’s instruction that men 
follow Christ’s example of submission, love, nourishing and 
cherishing.  Ephesians 5:29 encourages us to thus care for our 
wives “even as the Lord the Church.” 

Last week we turned to God’s word for the wives where we saw 
that of the 5 actions given in Ephesians 5 for building a strong 
marriage, the wife is charged with the responsibility of co-
submission – vs 21; submission- vs 22; and then there is an 
interesting reminder specifically issues to wives, “and the wife see 
that she reverence her husband”  - vs 33. 

“Reverence” is not a word I think most wives associate with 
husbands. 

But it IS a word that the Bible teaches as a foundation stone in a 
lasting marriage. 

Let’s review the word: 

“Reverence” – pho ba tai - #5399 = “to be in awe of,  i.e. to 
revere; to reverence.” 

                        From # 5401 – pho bos = fear, to be afraid. 

Here is a case where the raw meaning of the word requires 
reflection before the verse where it is found begins to make sense. 

Does God want wives to “fear”  or to “be afraid”  of husbands?  
How could such an instruction be reconciled with the actions of 
loving, cherishing, nourishing and co-submission that the husband 
is to enact? 

The answer is found in the context of the passage which gives us a 
word-picture of how to apply the 5 words listed above. 

• Verse 22 uses the word “submit”  and follows with the 
word-picture “as unto the Lord.” 

• Verse 25 tells the husband, “love”  and offers the picture, 
“even as Christ loved . . . and gave Himself . . .” 



So the context of the passage tells us we are to look at all the 
words of Ephesians 5:21-33 through the example of Christ and 
how He honors God, 1st with submission to God’s plan and then 
with loving, cherishing and nourishing the Bride of Christ – the 
Church. 

This overview reminds us that, as the husband loves, cherishes and 
nurtures the wife - following Christ’s example, so too is the wife to 
honor her husband, showing respect for and awe or fear for the role 
God has entrusted to him. 

Why Do Men Respond to Honor? 
I think it is possible that men don’t know why they respond to 
honor any more than women know why they respond to love.  But 
the Biblical answer is very simple – our God-imaged roles 
determine not only our responsibilities, but also our responses to 
people and situations. 

Wives – let’s put the need shoe on the other foot. 

     A wife says to her husband, “Do you love me?” 

     He responds after a moment of uncomfortable silence, “Yes.” 

Why the pause?  Does he need to think about whether or not he 
loves her?  No – he needs to think about the word.  Love is not a 
word in his primary vocabulary. 

The wife is a little hurt at the pause, but she decides to press on.  
She says to the already squirming man – “I need you to tell me you 
love me!” 

Here is the problem –  

• He does not need to say it.  It is not part of his man-talk.  
He does not think in terms of love even though he is 
commanded by God “from the beginning” to love, cherish 
and nurture his wife.   

• He can do these things, but only through self-sacrifice 
(“even as Christ loved . . . and gave Himself . . .”). 

Let’s look at a new picture:  The husband comes home from the 
office or the shop or the field where he has worked all day among 
his peers.  He is careful about his work.  His work is tied to his 
self-image and to his reputation.  At work, he not only works hard, 
but he is diligent.  He certainly works for his paycheck, but even 



more, he works for the satisfaction of a job well-done.  
Additionally, at work – because of his pride in his work - he 
commands the respect of his employer or of his employees or of 
fellow workers or of customers. 

Then He Comes Home 
This is foreign soil.  This is Momma’s territory.   

Today, most men come home to a wife who has also been working 
outside the home all day.  Her job is quite demanding, and she is 
good at it.  But unlike her husband – her job is not her life.   

Her global thinking enables her to not only do her job but also to 
plan supper, to remember who needs to be picked up from ballet 
and what time football practice is over, to determine whose turn it 
is to fold the clothes, and to think ahead to Saturday when the 
whole family needs to be packed and ready to leave for Grandma’s 
house for the weekend. 

But the husband . . . ? 

Genesis 1:26 reminds us that man is God-imaged.  Verse 27 
reminds us that the female is also God-imaged.  BUT they are 
different. 

Genesis 2:15 tells us God gave the man a physical job: “God took 
the man and put him into the Garden of Eden to dress it and to 
keep it.” 

Then Genesis 2:18 declares that man’s aloneness is “not good.” 

I’m guessing the dishes were piling up, and Eden was becoming a 
little disorganized.   

So a “helpmeet” was needed.  And a “helpmeet” was searched for 
(2:20).  And then, in verse 22, what Adam needed was created by 
God who “brought her unto the man.” 

Please notice that God did not change Adam, nor did He create 
Eve so she could change Adam.  God created Adam the way He 
wanted Adam to be created.  That Adam was sexually alone is 
obvious, but he needed a helpmeet for more than sexual fulfillment 
and procreation.  Adam needed Eve so that they two in union 
could exhibit the fullness of a God-imaged mind – a 
combination of linear and global thinking, focus balanced with 



multi-tasking, logic tempered with emotion, problem solving 
upgraded with problem avoidance. 

 

Long Live the Difference 
Woman thinks globally.  Her work, her home, her tasks, her 
children, her responsibilities, her needs, her dreams, her emotions 
are all wired together. 

This is very confusing to Man.  He thinks in a straight line.  He 
does not worry about a problem until he gets TO the problem.  His 
God-imaged mind is able to focus on one thing at a time. 

Now ladies, if you will stop shaking your heads and stay with me, I 
want you to consider the strength of this linear thinking (even if 
you can’t appreciate it ☺). 

When a man is on task, his thoughts are not much affected by 
thoughts of a future task.  And his thinking is almost never 
softened by the burden of emotion. 

Placed in the context of Creation, Genesis 1:26 tells us that not 
only was man created in God’s image, but he was to have 
“dominion”  over all the creatures and “over all the earth.”   

These are words of war.  The Hebrew word is “raw daw.”   
Strong’s # 7287.  It means “to tread in pieces; to conquer; to 
subdue.” 

Man’s God-imaged single mindedness means that when the bear is 
coming to attack the wife and children – man has only one thing on 
his mind – the bear.   There is no thought of consequences or room 
for emotions.  He will use all of his power to tread that bear into 
pieces. 

In the context of everyday modern life, man focuses on his job. 
When he is at work, he is at work.  When he is playing golf, he is 
at play.  When he is at home, if there is a problem in front of him, 
he is still a hunter, a conqueror of creation and all things physical, 
a problem solver.  Don’t confuse him with global thinking and 
emotion.  His fuse box can’t take the power surge.   

Oh, and the problem.  He will try to solve it, but you ladies won’t 
like his solution.  So he will most likely go into one of his boxes 



along the line of his linear thinking so he can think about one thing 
at a time. 

So we are different.  Very, very different.  And it is the co-
submission of each to those differences that brings the most 
strength to the marriage. 

In Genesis 3:16, God warned Eve that two of the results of her 
trying to out think God with her global thinking was 1) Man would 
lead with his linear thinking & 2) Woman would struggle with that 
leadership and have a tendency to “run over” or “to stretch out” 
beyond her God-imaged role as a helpmeet. 

Our opening question was – “Why does Man respond to honor?” 

The answer is right in front of us in Ephesians 5:33.  We can 
search for and even find sociological and psychological reasons for 
how Man responds – but the simple answer is – God created him to 
respond to respect, reverence and honor just as He made Woman to 
respond to love, cherishing and nurturing. 

We’ve tried all the world’s ways of finding fulfillment and 
happiness in marriage – Let’s challenge ourselves to turn back to 
God’s clear instructions and try it God’s way. 

If we will stand on these 5 foundations found in Ephesians 5,  I 
think we will discover the creative, regenerating, healing power of 
God in our marriages. 
 
Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even 
as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.  

                                                                       Ephesians 5:33 

 

 

 

 

Nex: The Issue of Submission 

 

 

 

 



 

  Trinity    Ministry Academy # 134 
Mark 10:2-12 

                           “What God Hath Joined Together”  
                        The Issue of Submission 
In Mark 10:6-9, Jesus reminds us that God has had a plan for 
marriage “from the beginning.” 

• The plan called for the union of a “male and female” vs 6. 

• The plan called for man to “leave”  and to “cleave”  to his 
wife vs 7. 

• The plan called for two to “be one flesh . . . no more twain, 
but one flesh” vs 8. 

Notice the repeated emphasis on two walking as one. 

• The Plan comes with a warning – “What therefore God 
hath joined together, let not man put asunder” vs 9. 

As we continue this week to consider the woman’s role in the 
marriage (having already spent several weeks on the man’s role), 
let us allow these last words of Jesus to echo in our hearts,  

“What therefore God hath joined together,                                        
let not man put asunder” 

This echo is necessary because this verse says more to us than we 
might at first see. 

Consider these possibilities as you listen to the echo: 

- What God has planned, let not man un plan. 

- What God has intended, let not man put aside. 

Men – God had and still has a plan for successful marriage.  DO 
NOT put aside the things that He commands for you to enact in 
your role as a husband. 

Ladies – God has “joined together” many different elements in 
His plan for marriage.  DO NOT “put asunder” God’s design. 

Divine Delegation of Leadership 
Mark 10:8 speaks of two people becoming one.  As romantic as 
that sounds, that instruction comes with a built-in problem. 



That “one” person which is made up of intersecting bodies and 
spirits STILL HAS TWO HEADS. 

So God commanded the male component – “Love that attached 
part as your own body” Ephesians 5:28.  AND “nourish it and 
cherish it even as the Lord [loves and cherishes] the church” 5:29. 

Then man is reminded that as “we are members of His body” – so 
too our wives are now joined to our own bodies right down to the 
“flesh” and the “bone”  5:30. 

Then the final instruction in verse 33, “let every one of you in 
particular so love his wife even as himself . . .” 

This instruction is of critical importance – because as the wife is 
joined to this man by God’s design – she must feel safe in his love 
and care. 

Why?  Because this “one flesh” creature still has two heads, and 
by God’s “in the beginning” design, one of these heads is going to 
have to “submit”  to the leadership of the other. 

Thus do we read in  

Ephesians 5:22, “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands, as unto the Lord.”  And 

Ephesians 5:33  “ . . . and the wife see that she reverence her 
husband.” 

Now, we may not like this instruction.  In fact, we might think it 
both archaic and sexist – but remember what God said through 
Jesus, “What God hath joined . . . let not man put asunder.”  

So before we decide to join the throngs of the world who have 
decided to do marriage their way (and largely failed) – let’s try to 
learn WHY God designed marriage as He did. 

The Issue of Submission 
This word “submit”  as found in Ephesians 5:22 is the same word 
as in the previous verse.   

In verse 21, there is to be a co-submission “one to another” or a 
recognition of each other’s divinely appointed gifting and role in 
the marriage. 

The word is hupo tasso – Strong’s # 5293 = to be subordinate, to 
be under, to obey, to be subject to, to submit self to.   



It comes from hupo – Strong’s # 5299 = to be under in respect 
to place or position  

And tasso – Strong’s # 5021 = to arrange in an orderly manner; 
to assign; to appoint or to determine. 

Now step back and look at God’s plan. 

1st   We have a man and a woman. 

2nd  They two become one person physically and spiritually. 

3rd  The man is to love, cherish and nurture the woman as his own 
flesh and bone so that she is not subordinated, but is elevated 
by his service and sacrifice for her.  This is his God-assigned 
role, position and place. 

4th  The problem of one body with two heads is recognized by 
God’s “arranging in an orderly manner” or “assigning” or 
“appointing”  the husband as “head of the wife” Eph 5:23 and 
Genesis 3:16.  This is the God-assigned order of leadership to 
which the wife is to “submit.”  

Now ladies – before you cringe – look at the word-picture given in 
verse 23:  The husband is assigned headship “even as Christ is the 
head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.” 

How is Christ both head and saviour?    
Through total surrender to God’s plan. 

 Through total unconditional love. 
Through total self sacrifice for His bride – the Church. 

Having drawn the picture of God’s plan in verse 23, Ephesians 
5:24 gives the wife the instruction, “Therefore as the church is 
subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 
every thing.” 

THAT instruction is then BALANCED immediately with verse 25, 
“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, 
and gave himself for it.”  

When we each submit or place ourselves willingly in the place 
God has designated for us – there is unity, peace and divine order 
in the marriage relationship. 



BUT if we “put asunder” God’s plan and divine order (Mark 
10:9), we will unjoin what God intended in marriage “from the 
beginning” (10:6), and in the resulting disunity, chaos, and  

hardness of heart, we will find ourselves asking the same question 
the Pharisees asked in 10:2,  

“Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife?”  

 

References for further consideration: 

Philippians 2:3 

I Peter 3:1-7 

Genesis 3:16-19 
 

 

Next:  When the Union Is Broken 
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                        When the Union Is Broken 

The Heart of the Issue 

For the past 12 studies, we have tried to discover God’s intent for 
marriage as indicated by Jesus in Mark 10:6 when He responded to 
a question from the Pharisees about the lawfulness of divorce. 

In His response, Jesus said that the issue of divorce was directly 
tied to the condition of man’s heart:  “for the hardness of your 
heart,” Jesus said, “he [Moses] wrote you this precept” of divorce 
(Mark 10:5). 

Then Jesus said, “But from the beginning of the Creation God 
made them male and female . . .” (vs 6). 

Having looked at God’s intent “from the beginning” in making 
man and woman and having looked at God’s “cause” (vs 7) in 
their union, we are left now to return to Jesus’ words about the 
heart issue of divorce. 

• When God stated that it was “not good for man to be 
alone,” (Genesis 2:18), 

• When God took of Adam’s substance and created Eve 
(2:21), 

• When God “brought her unto the man” (2:22), 

• When God’s Word commanded that man should “leave” 
and “cleave”  and become “one flesh” with his created 
“helpmeet” (2:24), 

When all of this took place in the God-designed and God-
defined union – the seeds of the destruction of this union were 
also in place. 

The Sovereignty of Man vs. the Sovereignty of God 
How were the seeds of disunion present in Adam and Eve?  God 
created man with certain Godly attributes:  “And God said, ‘Let us 
make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have 
dominion . . .’ ”  (Genesis 1:26). 



The words “image,” “likeness,” and “dominion”  tell us that man 
was given a measure of sovereignty and free will.  He was not a 
puppet, but was allowed to make choices that would have 
consequences. 

Here is a brief summary of how he used these attributes: 

In Genesis 1 – God created man and placed him in a perfect 
environment and gave him limited control (“dominion”). 

In Genesis 2 – God told man that he could harvest the Garden and 
eat freely of everything EXCEPT the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil – thus limiting man’s sovereignty by the commands 
of God (Godly Sovereignty).  Then God gave man a mate fitted to 
complete him in a perfect reflection of Godly unity.   

In Genesis 3 – Man and Woman used their God-given freedom 
and limited sovereignty to reject God’s clearly given instructions.  
They chose instead to listen to the Deceiver.  When they 
challenged God’s authority, they discovered God’s over-reigning 
Sovereignty as they suffered the consequences of “doing their own 
thing.” 

• They lost their perfect fellowship with God. 
• They lost their perfect home in the Garden. 
• They lost their perfect relationship with each other. 

From the moment of their expression of self-will, their hearts for 
God and His ways and their hearts for each other were changed. 

Disunion – a Reflection of Disobedience 
After their disobedience and banishment from the Garden, Adam 
started spending more time at the office (Genesis 3:17-18).  Work 
consumed him in his effort to provide for his family.  Corporate 
problems seemed to crop up like weeds. 

Eve noticed that Adam didn’t spend as much time with her.  He 
didn’t look at her the way he did on that first day.  His focus was 
no longer on her.  All he could think of was work. 

She began to feel less loved, less cherished, less nurtured – even 
less pretty.  She looked in a pool of water and wondered if she was 
starting to put on weight.  Wanting to have something to talk to 
Adam about when he got home, she thought, “I’ll ask him how I 
look in these new skins.” 



In Genesis 3:16, the cracks of their perfect union were predicted as 
God warns Eve, “Because you have disobeyed me, you will want 
to stretch out beyond your role as a helpmeet and over run Adam.  
But Adam shall rule over you.”  (See the Hebrew word for 
“desire”  Strong’s #s 8669 & 7783). 

As we turn back to our time, our place, and our marriages, we 
realize that we have had several thousand years of time and 
generations of experience in exercising our self-will against the 
perfect plan of God for life and for marriage. 

That we are genetically and culturally inclined to self-destruct is 
seen in the heart-breaking consequences that follow our poor 
decisions. 

“For the hardness of your hearts,” Jesus said, divorce becomes 
one of those consequences. 

The Focus of This Study  
The focus of this study is marriage, divorce and living together.  
But please realize – failure in marriage is no different than failure 
in any other part of life.  As we continue this study – we are not 
singling out a broken marriage as any more or any less tragic than 
the consequences that follow any decision where God’s Word and 
will is rejected. 

- We are reminded in James 2:10 – if we have committed even 
one sin, we are guilty of all. 

- We are reminded in Romans 3:23 – “all have sinned and come 
short of the Glory of God,”  and of His plan and His desire for 
us. 

- Thankfully, we are reminded in I John 1:9 – “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

When the Union Is Broken 
From the above verses, and from our previous 12 studies on God’s 
original plan, we can draw some universal Biblical conclusions 
concerning a failing marriage. 

When the union of marriage is broken, 



1) Something or somethings were not done in accord with 
God’s plan for man, for woman, and for their one-flesh, 
one-spirit union. 

2) Injuries were inflicted.  Spirits were wounded. Scars were 
formed.  Hearts were hardened. 

3) The union slowly became dis-union, and divorce occurred. 

Simply restated from last week’s study, if we “put asunder” God’s 
plan and divine order (Mark 10:9), we will unjoin what God 
intended “from the beginning” in marriage (10:6).  

The resulting disunity, chaos and hurt will result in the heart-
hardened question the Pharisees asked Jesus, “Is it lawful for a 
man to put away his wife?” 

Jesus’ Response 
Jesus’ answer is a reflection of the failure to achieve the unity that 
God intended.  As we have seen – that failure is universal and is 
defined as falling “short of the glory of God.”  Such falling short is 
defined as “sin” in Romans 3:23. 

So Jesus does not mince words.  His response to the question about 
divorce is crisp and certain, contrasting the disunion of divorce 
with the original Godly intent for union in marriage. 

Jesus’ words are found in Mark 10: 11-12:   

“Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, 
committeth adultery against her.”  

“And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married 
to another, she committeth adultery.” 

These words taste of failure and perhaps of scandal.  In all the 
catalog of our vocabulary, no words carry a greater stigma. 

But we must remember – behind the words “divorce” and 
“adultery” are also the words “hurt,” “pain,” “disillusionment,” 
“loss,” “distrust,” “disunion” and yes, “sin.” 

In the context of ministry, it is critical that we remember a few 
other words regarding those who have stepped from God’s path 
and discovered the consequences of divorce and possibly of 
adultery.  Those words are “forgiveness,” “redemption,” 
“restoration,” and “cleansing. 
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In Mark 10: 11-12, Jesus’ disciples ask Him “again of the same 
matter,” taking us back to the issue of divorce and then of 
remarriage. 

Jesus’ answer to the disciples request for clarification is pointed 
and brief.  We may wonder why His response is so immediate and 
so curt. 

Whose Words Are We Hearing? 
Let’s consider whose words we are hearing in answer to this 
question about the dis-union and disintegration of the one-flesh, 
one-spirit relationship of marriage: 

John 1:14 tells us that Jesus was the “Word made flesh.” 
• That Word was “In the beginning” 1:1 
• That Word was “with God”  1:1 
• That Word “was God” 1:2 

Jesus, the Word, was 
• Colossians 1:15 - “the image of the invisible God.” 
• Colossians 1:19 - The “fullness”  of the Father. 
• Colossians 1:16 - The agent of Creation:  

“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers:” 

• Colossians 1:16 - The purpose of Creation: 
“all things were created by him, and for him:”  

With this understanding as a backdrop – we hear 1st the religious 
leaders of the day and then His closest disciples ask Jesus about the 
issue of divorce. 

We might expect the answer of a gentle Shepherd who recognizes 
the waywardness of His flock. Or the response of a Teacher who 
sees our failures and says as He did to the woman taken in 
adultery, “Go and sin no more” John 8:11.  Perhaps we expect the 



answer of a knowing Prophet who said to the woman at the well 
without condemnation, “you have had five husbands; and he whom 
thou now hast is not thy husband” John 4:18. 

But Jesus’ answer is this:  “and he saith unto them, ‘Whosoever 
shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery 
against her’ ”  Mark 10:11 

This answer does not primarily reflect  

- the gentle heart of the Shepherd or 

- the instructive heart of the Teacher or 

- the seeing heart of the Prophet. 

Jesus’ answer reflects the disappointed heart of the Creator who 
knows what He intended for His created ones – what He intended 
for marriage “from the beginning.” 

Jeremiah 29:11 -  “For I know the thoughts that I think toward 
you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you 
an expected end.”  

So Jesus does not answer gently, nor in a tone of instruction, nor 
prophetically.  I think we see in His abrupt words His pain and his 
weariness in man’s actions and decisions which continually “put 
asunder” God’s creative plan and purpose. 

The Divorce Word 
In our study, we have tried to look at the significant words used in 
the passages we have covered.  As noted last week, no words in 
our vocabulary are more distasteful, hurtful or stigmatized than are 
the words “divorce” and “adultery.” 

Let’s look at the actual words Jesus used – then we shall look at 
additional passages of Scripture for commentary. 

Mark 10:11 – “Whosoever shall put away his wife,” 

In this verse, Jesus uses the same wording the Pharisees used in 
their question in verse 2. 

That the “putting away” is equal to divorce is clarified in verse 4, 
“Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her 
away.”  



“Put Away”  – Strong’s # 630 – apo luo = “to free, to relieve, to 
release, to dismiss, to depart, to divorce, to loose, to send away, to 
set at liberty.” 

From #575 – apo = “off, away, out – denotes separation, 
departure, cessation, reversal.” 

And # 3089 – luo = “to loose, to break, to destroy, to 
dissolve.” 

The etymology of the word apo luo  suggests that the “putting 
away” or the “divorce” is not so much a decision made at a point in 
time, but a developing consequence of the actions that lead to  
ultimate disunion. 

Those actions might be spread over a number of years or might be 
the result of a single tragic event -  but they lead to “separation” of 
the union.  Something has “departed.”  Something vital to the 
union has “ceased.”  The union has suffered a “reversal” into 
disunion.   

That these actions are the consequence of failing to follow God’s 
original plan is acknowledged.  That the union is thus effectively 
“broken,” “destroyed,” and “dissolved” must also be faced if all 
attempts at resolution fail because of the resulting hardness of 
hearts:  

“And Jesus answered and said unto them, ‘For the hardness of 
your heart he [Moses]wrote you this precept’ ”  Mark 10:5. 

Mark 10:4 - “And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of 
divorcement, and to put her away.”  

“Bill of Divorcement”  –  

“Bill”  – Strong’s # 975 – bib li on= the diminutive of # 976 – bib 
los = “a volume, a scroll of writing, a book.”  Hence a bib 
li on would be a small writing – not a full volume or 
scroll. 

In Lexical Aids to the New Testament (Spiros Zodhiates: AMG 
Publishers, 1991, p 884 ) we read, “According to the Talmudists, a 
bill of divorcement was to consist of 12 lines – no more and no 
less.” 

 



“Divorcement”  – Strong’s # 647 – apo stas ion = “something   
separated, i.e. divorce.” 

 From # 575 – apo – see definition above 
And #4714 – stasis = “a standing, a position, an existence.” 

 
The Commentary 
Oft times, the Bible will comment on itself and help to expand our 
understanding of the words being used in our subject passage.  
Let’s look now at some Biblical passages where the concepts of 
“divorce” or “putting away” occur.  Warning:   Often in these 
commentary passages, we will encounter other word associations 
that will require our “chasing some rabbits” or looking up new 
words to round out our understanding. 

Matthew 5:31-32 – This passage is similar to Mark 10 but with 
the addition of the word “fornication.”   This issue of fornication 
is often called by theologians “the exception clause,” and we must 
study it in detail – but not until next week. 

Matthew 19:7 – This passage is worded a little differently than 
Mark 10: 4-6 where the same idea is expressed.  But the different 
wording exposes the universal problem of the hardness of heart. 

Verse 10 of this Matthew 19 passage depicts the disciples 
struggling with the concept of the perfect marriage.  Alas, the 
dilemma of divorce is not new. 

Since Moses keeps coming up in these discussions, let’s conclude 
tonight’s study with an initial  look at his writing concerning 
divorce. 

Genesis 3:23-24 – Just a reminder that rebellion is always 
followed by consequences.  So too is the perfect bliss of marriage 
disrupted by man’s failure to follow God’s plan. 

Deuteronomy 24:1-4 – Here we have the Mosaic Law of Divorce.  
It should make your head spin and create some new questions.  
Here there is no fornication and no adultery.   

- Had there been the fornication before marriage with this 
husband, he could not have divorced her (see 
Deuteronomy 22:28-29).   



- Had she been with another before marriage then deceived 
her husband, she would have been stoned, not divorced 
(see Deuteronomy 22:13-21). 

- Had there been adultery after marriage, she and her 
paramour would have been stoned (see Deuteronomy 
22:22). 
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As we continue this study, I feel we are treading in a swamp filled 
with danger.  The danger is festering here because of man’s bad 
choices.  There are toothy things lurking just under the water, 
waiting to bite us.  There are more over there hiding in the 
shadows.  They too are hungry and waiting. 

We have defined some of the names of these swamp creatures - 
divorce, adultery and fornication.  But we have not resolved the 
human consequences and conflicts caused by the iniquity 
(lawlessness) of their natures.  

We have all heard and used the adage, “the truth hurts.”  As we 
scrape off some of the scabs of life’s past or present wounds, I fear 
it will hurt; but remember, it is not the intent of these studies to 
cause hurt. 

In fact, Jesus promises us, “If ye continue in my word, then are ye 
my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.” John 8:31-21. 

So let’s “continue” in His Word, 
• asking for the guidance of His Spirit of Truth and freedom, 
• asking that He will lead, guide, teach and show us how to 

“keep [His] words”  John 14:21-13, 
• asking that He will “manifest” Himself to us vs 21, 
• asking that He will “abide”  with us vs 23. 

The Law of Grace 
The Divorce word is still lurking out there, as is the Adultery word.  
But in last week’s study, Jesus introduced a new word in Matthew 
5:31-32, “ It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him 
give her a writing of divorcement:  
But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for 
the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever 
shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.”   



Vs 31 – “It hath been said . . .”  This is from Deuteronomy 24:1-4 
and represents the Mosaic response to “the hardness of your 
heart” Mark 10:5. 

Vs 21 – “But I say unto you . . .”   
Here we must pause and ask again, “Who is the ‘I’  in this 
passage?” 
• Jesus is “the Word” – John 1: 1 &14 
• Jesus is God in the flesh – John 1:14 
• Jesus is the “express image of [God’s] person” – Heb 1:3 
• Jesus is the “fullness of the God-head bodily” – Col 2:9 
• Jesus is the Creator – Col 1:16 

When Jesus says, “But I say unto you . . .” – we do not have a 
conflict between Moses in Deut. 24 and Jesus in Matthew 5.  What 
we have is  

• the decree of a higher law 
• the judgment of a  higher court 
• the proclamation of the King of Kings. 

Under Moses’ leadership, the hardness of men’s hearts required 
some administrative control over the disruption of marriage lest 
there be chaos among the Children of Israel. 

Moses decreed that a “bill of divorcement” could be given to 
demonstrate that the wife who was being “put away”  was not 
guilty of  

- fornication before marriage – Deut 22:13-21  nor of 
- adultery after marriage – Deut 22:22. 

Under Mosaic Law, guilt in either of these cases would have 
resulted in her being stoned to death “to put evil away from among 
you” Deut 22:21. 

So here we see the Law attempting to control the consequences 
that follow the hardness of men’s hearts. 

But Jesus brings a higher law, the Law of Grace.  Everything Jesus 
teaches in the New Testament calls for us to exceed the 
requirements of the legalism of the Old Law. 

Three Examples: 

 In the Old Testament 
God wrote his law on 
tablets  of stone   Ex 31:18
    

In the New Testament 
God writes His law on our 
hearts and minds  Heb. 8:6-13 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Law vs Grace in Marriage 
Jesus, in answering the question about divorce said, “Moses did 
write you this precept of divorce” Mark 10:5.  There is no 
argument.  The precept is there, but it was given in answer to “the 
hardness of your heart.”  

Then in Mark 10:6 Jesus says, “But,”  

And again in Matthew 5:32, Jesus says, “But,” 
”But,” Jesus says, there is a higher plan.  There is a greater law.  
And he decrees, “But I say unto you, That  whosoever shall put 
away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to 
commit adultery: 

Under Mosaic Law, because of the hardness of man’s heart, Deut. 
24:1 allows a man to divorce his wife simply because “she finds no 
favor in his eyes.” 

Under Jesus’ Law, Matthew 5:32 restricts divorce, allowing that 
only “for the cause of fornication” may divorce be considered. 

Here, clearly is a higher standard.  I Corinthians 7:10-15 further 
expands this concept of grace in marriage.  But this passage 
introduces yet another consideration in verse 15:  “But if the 
unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not 
under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace.”  

Let’s compare this to Jesus’ words about fornication from Matthew 
5:32. 

The Scope of Fornication 
The word “fornication” that Jesus uses in Matthew 5:32 is the 
Greek word por ni ah – Strong’s # 4202 = “harlotry, including     

   adultery and incest – fornication.” 

From porn yoo o - # 4203 = “to indulge in unlawful 
lust, to commit fornication”  

In the Old Testament 
God required a tithe 
Malachi 3: 8-11 

Justice called for “an eye 
for an eye” Ex 21:24 

In the New Testament 
God uses our measure to return 
provision & blessing Luke 6:38 

We are instructed,  “love your 
enemies”  Luke 6:27 



From por nay - #4204 = “a strumpet, a harlot, a 
whore.” 

Turning to the Bible for its own commentary, we find fornication 
described in many places: 

Numbers 5:29-31 

Deuteronomy 22: 
 vs 22 – a man lying with a married woman = stoning for both 
 vs 23 – a betrothed virgin with a man in the city = both stoned 
 vs 25 – a betrothed damsel forced by a man in a field = the man 

stoned 
 vs 28 – a virgin and a man = man pays penalty, must marry 

damsel and no divorce is ever allowed. 

When Jesus says, “Except for the cause of fornication” it may be 
assumed that one of these or something similar has occurred. 

Under O.T. Law, the guilty spouse would have been stoned.  
Under Jesus’words – we seem to hear Him say that Moses’ 
“writing of divorcement” would be permitted if “pornea”  has 
occurred. 

We must prayerfully consider the final words of Matt. 5:32 and 
compare them with the words of I Corinthians 7:15.  More light 
may come to us when we get to the Adultery Word. 

Let’s close this study with a consideration of the Biblical scope of 
the word “fornication.” 

We have seen its dictionary definition and noted Biblical 
commentary on the sexual act involved.  But there is more to 
fornication than the illicit act of human sexuality. 

- II Chronicles 21:10-15 details spiritual fornication. 

- I Kings 16:31-34 – Ahab’s sin of idolatry 

- Ezekiel 16: - the abominations of Jerusalem against God 

- Hebrews 12:16 – Esau’s despising his birth right 

- Romans 1:28-32 – rejecting the ways of God 

- Galatians 5:16-21 - the works of the flesh 

- I Thess 4:1-8 – fornication equals lust & uncleanness 

- Revelation 2:14 & 20 – spiritual idolatry 

- Revelation 17:1-4 – the fornication of kings 



- Revelation 18:1-8 – the fornication of nations and warnings  

- Revelation 19 – The contrast between worldly fornication 
and the marriage of the Lamb.  
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We ended last week’s study with a list of Biblical passages which 
spoke to the scope of the word “fornication” as it is used in 
Scripture.   

Jesus uses that word in Matthew 5:32 when He says,  
“But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for 
the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever 
shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.” 

The ins and outs of this passage are difficult.  Under Old Testament law 
(see Deuteronomy 22:22-28) some unlawful sexual acts were punishable 
by stoning.  The line of distinction between “fornication” – indulging in 
unlawful lust, harlotry, adultery, incest, and “adultery” is hard to draw. 

Here in Matthew 5, it appears that “fornication”  is the single cause 
Jesus gives where divorce or “putting away” of a spouse might be 
considered.  The scope of fornication must include adultery as an 
unlawful sexual act.  But if the participants were going to be 
stoned anyway, there would be no need for the divorce.   

Some Commentary 
As we look at the story of the woman at the well in John 4:4-41, 
Jesus confronts the Samaritan woman with her multiple marriages 
(vs 16-18).  He indicates that she is currently living with a man 
who is not one of the previous 5 husbands. 

Now this woman is surely guilty of both fornication and adultery.  
Being a woman of Samaria, she is at least partially Jewish in 
heritage (vs 7).  Yet Jesus says nothing to her about being a 
candidate for stoning, though her violation of the one-flesh union 
has occurred at least 5 times. 

What Jesus DOES do is sow the truth of Who He IS in her life.  
Here we see a picture of Mercy rather than Judgment, Redemption 
rather than Condemnation. 

John 8 offers us another commentary.  Here is the familiar story of 
the woman taken “in adultery, in the very act” (vs 4).  In verse 5, 



the religious leaders point out that under the Mosaic law, “such 
should be stoned.” 

For our study in ministry to people in crisis, the reaction of Jesus is 
important and requires careful observation.  Remember WHO He 
IS   -    “the Word”  who was “made flesh,”  John 1:14 

- “the express image of God’s person,”  Hebrews 1:3 
- “all the fullness of the Godhead, bodily.” Colossians 2:9 

He who was God in the flesh refuses to punish her saying, 
“Neither do I condemn thee, go and sin no more” (vs 11). 

The evidence was in.  This woman (and her lover) deserved 
Judgment.  Jesus instead offered her Mercy cradled in Grace. 

Perhaps that is why, back in Matthew 5:32, the partner guilty of 
fornication is not stoned.  Instead, as Joseph intended to do with 
Mary when she was found to be with child, this guilty person 
would be “put away”  or divorced. 

Under the letter of the law – Mary, pregnant with the Son of God, 
could have been a candidate for death by stoning.  Instead, Joseph, 
“being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, 
was minded to put her away privily” Matthew 1:19. 

Note that Joseph’s being “just”  is highlighted – not the fact that he 
is contemplating what was in his day equal to divorce. 

When Is Divorce Justified? 
Here is a question that I do not want to answer, but honesty in 
ministry and care in shepherding demands that we not hide behind 
platitudes and that we be ready to help hurting people in times of 
marital crisis. 

As we have looked at it, the scope of fornication refers to more 
than the dictionary definition of the word “por ni ah.”  If we are 
honest with how Scripture uses the word that Matthew 5:32 
translates as “fornication,” we must conclude that divorce may be 
an option under various conditions: 

• when the spouse has been sexually unfaithful 
But also when the one-flesh union has been “put asunder” by 

• “lust,” “defrauding,” “uncleanness,” I Thessalonians 4:3, 
5, 6, 7. 



• spiritual idolatry – 2 Chronicles 21:10-15,  Romans 1:28-
32; Hebrews 12:16; Galatians 5:16-21 

Now, let’s paint a picture that may occur when someone comes to 
your office or sits at your kitchen table in a ministry situation: 

- A woman is married to a man who continually abuses her 
verbally and physically – but he is sexually faithful. 

- A woman is married to a man who abuses alcohol and 
drugs.  He beats their children. There is never any food in 
the house.  There is never any money for rent – but he is 
sexually faithful. 

A condemning person might say, “Take that guy out behind the 
barn and stone him and rid the world of such vermin.”  But we 
can’t stone him.  He has been sexually faithful. 

Based on what we’ve seen, what would Jesus say?  I think He 
might say, that this man is guilty of the scope of fornication.   
Even if he has been sexually faithful, he has been                              

-  Unfaithful to care for his family 
- Unfaithful to love his wife & children 
- Unfaithful to follow the ways of God 
- Selfish, self-willed, driven by his own desires (lust & 

uncleanness) etc. 

This man is guilty, but we have not seen a single example of Jesus 
recommending letter-of-the-law judgment for such a one. 

NOR, according to His words in Matthew 5:32 does it appear that 
Jesus expects the innocent spouse to remain in a marriage union 
that has been broken by such fornication. 

More Commentary 
We must try to look at the whole council of God’s Word when 
seeking a ministry solution.  Trying to understand what Jesus 
might say about fornication based on the scope of its use in 
Scripture is a useful approach.  But we must not rush to find 
reasons to validate the destruction of a marriage. 

I recommend that you carefully study Paul’s instruction on 
marriage: 

• Before marriage - note II Corinthians 6:14-18. 
 



• To the unmarried and after marriage – note I Corinthians 
7:1-17 

Malachi 2:16 reminds us that God hates “putting away” or 
divorce.  As a Biblical principle, what God hates, we must hate.   

On the other hand, we have seen that man’s lawless ways (iniquity) 
are always followed by consequences.  These consequences are 
costly and often destructive.   

The scope of fornication in the marriage relationship often results 
in the consequence of destruction in the marriage. 

Hate divorce as we may, the idea that a marriage should never be 
terminated for any reason is refuted by Ezra 9 &10 where God not 
only allowed divorce, but commanded it (10:3).    

God’s people had “mingled themselves” (9:2) “with the filthiness 
of the people of the lands, with their abominations, which have 
filled it from one end to another with their uncleanness” (9:11). 

Ezra confessed these sins of spiritual fornication before God for all 
the people (10:1).  Then he stood before the people saying,  

“Ye have transgressed, and have taken strange wives, to increase 
the trespass of Israel.  
11 Now therefore make confession unto the LORD God of your 
fathers, and do his pleasure: and separate yourselves from the 
people of the land, and from the strange wives.  
12 Then all the congregation answered and said with a loud voice, 
As thou hast said, so must we do” (10:10-12).  

 

We hate divorce.  But this commentary demonstrates that there are 
situations when separating one’s self from the uncleanness of the 
relationship is not only permissible, but recommended. 
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 There is a statement concerning this word “Adultery” that nags at 
my mind.  Jesus uses it in Matthew 5:31-32 

The statement is, “Whosoever shall put away his wife . . . causes 
her to commit adultery.” 

As you ponder that, let’s review by working one step at a time 
through verses 31 & 32. 

Verse 31 – “ It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let 
him give her a writing of divorcement:”  

 Here Jesus is quoting the Mosaic law as stated in Deuteronomy 
24:1-2.  As we have discovered, this precept was given because 
of the “hardness of your heart” (Mark 10:5) and represents a 
sort of no-fault divorce to protect an innocent wife who has 
simply fallen out of favor.  Note:  the wife is not guilty of 
fornication nor of adultery.  Had she been – the punishment 
would be stoning – not a writing of divorce (Deuteronomy 
22:22). 

Verse 32 – “But I say unto you, . . .” 

 Here Jesus raises the standard.  The commentary for this passage is 
Mark 10:3-12 as noted above.  In these verses Jesus reminds them 
(and us) that God has always had a better plan for marriage, “from 
the beginning” (vs 6) for which man should strive. 

                    “That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the 
cause of fornication . . .” 

 Remember – under the Law, falling out of favor (and a hard 
heart) could lead to divorce.  But under Jesus’ standard, there 
must be a cause which He defines as “fornication.”    

The Letter of the Law vs. the Law of the Spirit 
The difference between what the Law says and what Jesus says can 
cause some confusion.  Let’s graph the differences. 

• Under Mosaic Law – Divorce is permitted (hard hearts 
acknowledged). 



• Under the Law of the Spirit – Divorce is limited, “saving 
for the cause of fornication”  (or the scope of fornication). 

• Under Mosaic Law – The person guilty of fornication (or 
the scope of fornication) was punished by stoning. 

• Under the Law of the Spirit – That person is “put away” 
or divorced. 

• Under Mosaic Law –  The wife that is divorced may 
remarry because she bears no guilt worthy of stoning.  
Deut. 24:1-2 

• Under the Law of the Spirit – If she has not committed 
fornication but is divorced anyway, she is “caused to 
commit adultery and whosoever shall marry her that is 
divorced commits adultery.” 

Clearly, very clearly, Jesus is giving us a higher standard than the 
Law requires.  Be patient and we shall try to discover why that is 
true. 

What IS Adultery? 
Since the legal standard of Deuteronomy 24:1-2 does not accuse 
either party of adultery should they remarry, but since Jesus says 
that remarrying results in adultery, what is this thing called 
adultery that carries a heavy burden of negativity and stigma?  

In Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter, Hester Prynne – a 
noble, caring, hard-working, faithful seamstress gave in to a single 
moment of sexual impurity and became pregnant with the 
minister’s child. 

Because she refused to implicate her guilty partner, she alone was 
condemned, shunned, forced to stand daily on public display in the 
town square wearing a scarlet “A” on the front of her dress.  The 
Scarlet Letter was a life sentence that she was to bear wherever she 
went. 

Many, many people today wear a scarlet letter somewhere on their 
person.  Jesus Himself defines the essence of the word and tells us 
how we come to wear the scarlet letter. 

In Matthew 5:27,  just a few verses before He speaks of divorce 
and fornication, Jesus says, “Ye have heard that it was said by them of 
old time, ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery:’  



28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after 
her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.” 

Did you notice the “But I say . . .” ?  Again, Jesus imposes a 
higher standard.  Guilt equals not only the act, but the thought that 
precedes the act. 

Most of us can stop right here and go pick up our scarlet letter and 
slap it on our chest.  This writer has one, and I suspect that every 
honest reader has one too. 

Adultery Defined 
So ancient and well known is the concept of adultery, the word 
study that is usually so helpful yields only this information: 

“Adultery” – Strong’s Greek # 3429 – moy khah o = “to commit 
adultery.” 

Well, that was enlightening.  Let’s try the Hebrew word which 
occurs as early as the Book of Job (thought to be the oldest Old 
Testament writing – written even before the Law was given). 

“Adultery” – Strong’s Hebrew #5003 – Naw af = “to commit 
adultery.” (this is the word that also occurs in Lev 
20:10 & Ex 20:14) 

Since the word study yields no new information, we must turn to 
context and Biblical commentary to search for meaning.  Leviticus 
20:10 and the following verses supply the context and the graphic 
commentary.  Simply put, adultery is a violation of the “one flesh” 
union.  In both the Old and the New Testaments, the word has a 
consistent meaning as it refers to an unlawful sexual union that 
violates a marriage.   

“Caused” to Commit Adultery 
Jesus says in Matthew 5:32, “whosoever shall put away his wife, 
saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery:”  

This is complicated and no pretense is made that we have the 
answers, but please think through the following possibilities: 

- If this wife (or husband) is guilty of fornication  - everything 
in this passage is altered by that unfaithfulness. 



- If this wife (or husband) is innocent but the divorce occurs 
anyway, the innocent party is “caused to commit adultery.” 
Note that this is in the passive voice, not the active.   

Something is happening TO the innocent spouse.  It is here 
possible that Jesus is acknowledging that the innocent spouse  
will be forced to remarry in order to survive.  In the case of a 
woman in Biblical times, that would certainly be true.  Under 
Mosaic Law, she could remarry and no adultery is mentioned.  
Under Jesus’ higher standard, she is being forced to move 
outside her “one-flesh” union and into another union.    

- It is possible that Jesus’ assumption of remarriage after 
divorce is an acknowledgment of His role as Creator.  It was 
God who said, “It is not good that man should be alone” (Gen 
2:18).  It was God who created a perfect physical match for 
male and female and decreed that they were to join themselves 
together into one flesh.  Therefore, by our created nature, we 
seek a mate.  Failure in marriage does not erase that created 
need.  Thus does Jesus assume that a new union will be 
sought, and by strict definition, it will be a union outside the 
scope of the original marriage - or adultery. 

Matthew 19:3-9 serves as a good commentary on the subject. 

- The eye of man is drawn to the form of woman.  This again is 
perfectly purposed in God’s design.  But God’s perfect 
purpose is rendered adulterous when what God has created in 
us is exercised in self-centered fulfillment.   

Thus does Matthew 5:28 find most of us guilty already, 
whether or not we can decipher all the theological ins and outs 
of divorce, remarriage, adultery and fornication. 

Jesus calls adultery what it is.  He does not look the other way, nor 
does He attempt to be politically or religiously acceptable.  But 
Jesus also demonstrates by His own actions that it is His heart’s 
desire to redeem and to restore, not to judge and to condemn. 

Let us rejoice that “while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Romans 5:8) 

 



And there is a reason why Jesus asks of us a higher standard than 
the Law requires.   We shall explore that reason and the ability He 
offers along with His expectation. 

 

 

 

Next:  What’s Wrong with Just Living Together? 
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Mark 10:2-12 
                           “What God Hath Joined Together”  
            What’s Wrong with Just Living Together?  

Our study has come to two final considerations: 

1) Since marriage, divorce, remarriage, adultery and 
fornication can result in such complex human, social and 
religious complications – is it possible that the world is right 
in trying to avoid all these issues by simply living together – 
thus avoiding marriage – thus avoiding divorce? 

One can at least appreciate the intellectual thought process 
that could lead to that conclusion. 

2) Why does Jesus articulate a standard that is higher than the   
Mosaic Law, and how can we be expected to live by it? 

Why Can’t We Just Live Together? 
Our culture has decided that this is the path that offers the best 
solution to the complexities of marriage and possibility of divorce.  
Even Jesus’ disciples found the marriage issue daunting.  In 
Matthew 19:9-12, when Jesus declares that moving from marriage 
to marriage results in the complication of adultery, the disciples 
say, “If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is good not to 
marry.” (vs 10) 

They had arrived at step one of today’s solution to marriage – 
Don’t do it. 

But if the Bible is to be your guide, you need to read the rest of 
that exchange between Jesus and His disciples. 

Jesus does not nod His head in agreement with their thinking and 
encourage them to go on to step two, which in today’s thinking is 
to avoid marriage and just live together. 

Jesus says, “Yes, some men are eunuchs . . .”   Ah – now there is a 
solution that would end “unlawful” sexual relationships. 

But I don’t think that is what the world has in mind.  And I don’t 
think Jesus had “just living together” in mind as a viable solution 
to the difficulty of marriage. 



Why Must We Get Married? 
A couple living together but unmarried might pose another 
question:  “Why must we get married?  Adam and Eve did not 
have a wedding.  There was no preacher, no church, no Justice of 
the Peace, no ceremony, no vows, no ‘till death do us part.’ ” 

There is some logic to that argument – if  you stand far enough 
away from the Biblical account. 

In Genesis 2:18-20, it is clear that Adam sought a mate and that 
God did not intend for him to remain alone.   He was healthy – He 
was male – He had normal creative drives:  

“And the Lord God said, It is not good that man should be alone” 
2:18.  “ . . .but for Adam there was not found an help meet for 
him”  vs 20.  

Never over look what follows when the Bible says, “And God 
said” !  He said, “I will make him an help meet for him” vs 18.  

Then followed the 1st creative act by which God took something 
from that which He had already created and made of it something 
special, unique and exactly perfect to “help meet” Adam’s lack of 
a companion and a mate. 

THAT was a pretty special one-man/one-woman ceremony.  Note 
what happened:  1st, God “made a woman” and 2nd , God “brought 
her unto the man” vs 22. 

I wonder why God didn’t just make Eve, stand her up and let her 
go? – Just turn her loose.  Adam would eventually have found her 
cruzing through the woods or down at the local watering hole.  She 
was single – and available. 

But that is not what happened.  God uniquely made her, then He 
intentionally brought her to the man. 

We may have enhanced the ceremony and the vows and the 
wording in our modern ceremony – but in the Adam & Eve 
account, God certainly demonstrates intention in joining this 
woman to this man. 

And then?  In verse 23, Adam essentially says, “This is mine!  She 
is substance of my substance, strength of my strength.  She is part 
of me.” 



These are pretty good vows for a guy who had no tux to wear and 
no wedding planner to help him.  (I would show you the wedding 
pictures from this 1st union, but . . . well . . . they were not wearing 
any clothes – a wedding custom we have not adopted.) 

In addition to this archetype of marriage, there are ample Biblical 
references to the institution of marriage – though the pattern varies 
based on the time and culture from which it is drawn. 

• Isaac’s father sent his servant on a long trip with specific 
instructions on how to pick a wife for his son. 

• Sampson’s parents were quite unhappy when he asked them to 
get him a “wife” from among the Philistines.  He did not need 
their help getting a woman – but a wife required family 
participation. 

• Noah’s boys all had “wives.”  No girlfriends or live-ins or 
significant others made the boat ride. 

Of course, there are those Old Testament multiple wives.   

• Abraham had two and a maid with benefits.  THAT created 
international problems that continue to this day. 

• Jacob had two wives – but only because of a sneaky father-in-
law who invented the bait and switch.  But wives they were. 

As we see – those old Biblical characters started messing with 
God’s plan, making the perfect marriage union a little less perfect. 

• Solomon loved many “strange women.”  I Kings 11:1   
“But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with 
the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, 
Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites;” 

According to verse 3, he had 700 wives and 300 concubines.  I 
bet that made for a peaceful home !  

According to verse 4, “his wives turned away his heart after 
other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his 
God, as was the heart of David his father.”  

That is what happens when we start messing with God’s written 
plan – we develop heart problems:   
“ For the hardness of your heart Moses wrote you this precept [of 
divorce].  But from the beginning of the creation God made them male 
and female.  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and 



cleave to his wife;  And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no 
more twain, but one flesh.  What therefore God hath joined together, let 
not man put asunder”  Mark 10:5-8 

As we turn to the New Testament,  

• Mary and Joseph were not shacking up.  They were “betrothed” 
or engaged.  And Mary told the Angel she had “not known a 
man” – or had sexual relations. 

• John the Baptist had married parents – Elizabeth & Zacharias. 

• Peter had a wife (and a mother-in-law). 
And on and on we could go. 

In John 2, Jesus attended the wedding of a kinsman at Cana.  His 
mother was there and expressed concern about the lack of wine.  It 
was at that wedding that Jesus turned the water into wine – His 
first recorded miracle.  You can draw your own conclusions 
therefore about Jesus’ opinion of both weddings and wine. 

In John 4, Jesus asked the woman at the well about her “husband.”  
She said, “I have no husband,” to which Jesus responded,  

“Thou hast well said, I have no husband . . .”  vs 17.  

Please notice that Jesus noticed that she had 5 husbands and was 
currently living with a man outside of marriage.  Jesus noticed her 
marital relationships and the lack thereof. 

Finally, back to the beginning when God presented Eve to Adam, 
these words follow that original ceremony – “therefore shall a man 
leave his father and mother and cleave to his wife.” 

Simply put, there is no Biblical foundation for the live in – no 
friends with benefits – no significant others.  Adam had a wife, and 
God was there to see that it was done His way. 

The Higher Standard 
We have seen that Jesus brings a higher standard to the issue of 
marriage, divorce and remarriage.  How is that possible?  How can 
He expect us to live a life that exceeds the Law when we have 
discovered that we are breakers of the same law?  The answer lies 
in the term we have been using – the Law of the Spirit. 

Jesus told His disciples that he did not come to destroy the Law but 
to fulfill it.  In the process of doing that, He points us to a life that 



exceeds it.  Why and How?  “Unto whom much is given, of him 
shall be much required” Luke 12:48.  

What have we been given?   
No longer is the Law external as it was so long ago when God 
scribed it on tablets of stone.  Under the New Covenant, God 
promises, “This is the covenant that I will make with them after 
those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and 
in their minds will I write them”  Hebrews 10:16. 

Beloved, THAT is a higher proposition. 

Additionally, Jesus taught, 

• “ the Spirit of Truth . . . He dwelleth with you, and shall be in 
you” John 14:17 

• “At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in 
me, and I in you” John 14:20 

Further, He promises that within this new relationship, as a man 
walks in and guards God’s words in everyday living,  

• “my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him”  John 14:23 

As we dwell in the presence of this Living and Loving God, as we 
receive and recognize His moment-by-moment influence, we have 
this amazing promise concerning His indwelling Spirit:  

• He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you” John 14:26. 

Living Beneath the Standard of Grace 
It is unfortunate that in the modern church age, we have come to 
think of Grace as a means by which we can grow slack and live 
beneath God’s holy standards. 

We are fortunate that God is a loving, forgiving, redeeming God as 
demonstrated when He poured Himself into human flesh to 
Himself demonstrate God’s standard, then offered His blood to pay 
the price for our failure to keep it. 

But there is nothing in His coming or in His story -  in His life or 
in His teaching, and there is nothing in His sacrifice that 
encourages us to live by a lower standard or that expects of us less 
than living in the plan that God has purposed for us.   



“Unto whom much is given, of him shall be much required”       
Luke 12:48. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


