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CHORAL EVENSONG 
 

 
 
Preludes Chorale Prelude on “St Cross” Sir C. Hubert H. Parry 
 Chorale Prelude on “Eventide” Sir C. Hubert H. Parry 
 
Introit Ecce lignum crucis Stanislaw Moniuszko 

 

Ecce lignum crucis, in quo salus mundi pependit. Venite, adoremus!  
[Behold the wood of the cross, on which hung the salvation of the world. Come, let us adore!] 

 
The Invitatory and Psalter               Humphrey Clucas 
   

Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.  
Choir  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.  
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us.  
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Officiant Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
Choir As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
Officiant Praise ye the Lord.  
Choir The Lord's Name be praised. 

 
The congregation remains standing as the following hymn is sung by all. 

 

Hymn 442 In the cross of Christ I glory Tomter  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The congregation sits for the Psalm and stands for the Gloria Patri. 
 
Psalms 46 [starting on BCP page 649]  chant after Martin Luther 
 
The First Lesson  The Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians 2:11-22 

 

So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by 
those who are called “the circumcision”- a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands 
- remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the 
dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.  

 

He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in 
himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both groups 
to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. So he came 
and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through him 
both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the 
whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are 
built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 

 

Reader:   Here ends the first lesson.  
 
The Magnificat (St. John’s Service)                 Herbert Howells 
  

 My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For he 
hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold from henceforth all generations shall 
call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name.  And his mercy is 
on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the mighty from their 
seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek.  He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the 
rich he hath sent empty away.  He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he 
promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.   
 

[All stand]  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
The Second Lesson  The Gospel according to John 3:11-17 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you 
do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how 
can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”  

 

Reader:   Here ends the second lesson.  



The Nunc Dimittis (St. John’s Service)                 Herbert Howells 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, To be a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 

[All stand]  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
The Apostles Creed (Standing, and chanted by all)  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
    born of the Virgin Mary,  
    suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
    was crucified, dead, and buried.  
    He descended into hell.  
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven,  
    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins,  
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Prayers                 Humphrey Clucas 
 

The people may stand or kneel. 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
Choir And with thy spirit. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 

Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Christ, have mercy upon us.  
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

All Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.  

  

Officiant      O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  
Choir  And grant us thy salvation.  
Officiant   O Lord, save the State.  
Choir  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.  
Officiant  Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.  
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful.  



Officiant  O Lord, save thy people.  
Choir And bless thine inheritance.  
Officiant  Give peace in our time, O Lord.  
Choir  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.  
Officiant   O God, make clean our hearts within us.  
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  
 
The Collect of the Day 
           

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross that he 
might draw the whole world unto himself: Mercifully grant that we, who glory in the mystery of our 
redemption, may have grace to take up our cross and follow him; who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 
A Collect for Peace    
 

   O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of whom standeth 
our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom: Defend us, thy humble servants, in all assaults of 
our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; 
through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Aid against Perils 
 

 Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all 
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son our Savior Jesus Christ.	  Amen.	  
 
The Grace 
 
Offertory Anthem  O crux benedicta Francisco Guerrero 

 

O Crux benedicta, O crux splendidior cunctis astris, quae sola fuisti digna portare talentum mundi: 
dulce lignum, dulces clavos, dulcia ferens pondera salva praesentem catervam in tuis laudibus 

congregatam. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
    

[O Blessed Cross; O Cross more splendid than all the stars, which alone was worthy to bear the ransom of the 
world. Sweet wood, sweet nails that bore the sweet burden, save your people assembled here to sing your praises. 

Alleluia, Alleluia.] 
 
Concluding Prayers   
 
The Blessing 
 
Hymn 473 Lift high the cross Cruci fer  
 
Postlude Rhapsody no. 3 Herbert Howells 
 
 
 
 
 


