
Sermon for the Baptism of our Lord – Matthew 3:13-17 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
     
  The mystery of faith.  Few teachings of the Holy Scriptures befuddle man‘s 
reason as the mystery of faith.  Questions arise like, ―Do I have a strong enough faith to 
get to heaven?‖ or ―How can I have certainty of salvation?‖ The Gospel reading for the 
Feast of the Baptism of our Lord gives ample explanation to these questions. 
 

But as we talk about the Baptism of our Lord, another inevitable question arises: 
Why did Jesus have to be baptized? After all, you recall from Luther‘s Small Catechism 
that ―[Baptism] works forgiveness sins.‖  Why would the sinless Son of God need the 
forgiveness of sins offered in Holy Baptism? Why does He come to be baptized, seeing 
that He is without any sin or impurity for Baptism to take away? Isn‘t He already holy? 
John the Baptizer thought so when he said, ―I need to be baptized by You, and do You 
come to me?‖ Why did Jesus need to be baptized? Let us return to the Holy Scriptures 
for Jesus‘ answer: ―Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.‖  That‘s a peculiar phrase, ―to fulfill all righteousness.‖ Notice it‘s not ―to 
fulfill all justice.‖ Justice is fulfilled in the Law.  ―Fulfilling all righteousness‖ is another 
matter.  Paul speaks of this righteousness: ―For our sakes, [God] made Him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.‖  The 
pure sinless One is made to be sin, so that sinners are made to be pure and sinless.  
Elsewhere St. Paul says, ―Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us—for it is written, ‗Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree‘—so that in 
Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might 
receive the promised Spirit through faith.‖  Christ became sin and a curse for us.   

 
John the Baptizer testifies: ―Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world.‖  ―Behold the Lamb of God‖: Christ must be completely holy, innocent, and 
pure.  ―Who takes away the sin of the world‖: He must be judged the Sinner alone who 
takes away the sin of the world.  As the Holy Spirit said through the prophet Isaiah, 
―He has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.‖  He became the Sinner who has all our sin 
placed upon Him.  He received baptism for the forgiveness of sins – not in respect to 
Himself, being innocent and spotless, but for your sake, whose sin He bears.  As He was 
pure and holy and innocent, He could have chosen to remain this way and neither been 
baptized or crucified.  He didn‘t.  He did it for you. 
 

Why did Jesus have to be baptized? So that His death and resurrection can be 
connected to you in your Baptism.  Christ‘s death and resurrection remains no mere 
historical fact. No.  His death and resurrection must come to you in today‘s world by 
Holy Baptism.  Again, St. Paul says it best: ―We were therefore buried with Him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.‖  The benefits of the cross and empty 
tomb are yours by the washing of water and the Word.  
     

This morning we have the most clear cut example of faith receiving the Gospel.  
But if you define the faith as thinking and knowing about God or if you define theology 



as only an academic pursuit, you won‘t find that here.  If you define faith as what you 
can do for God, what great things you give to the Almighty, or what commitment you 
can make to the Heavenly Father, you won‘t find that here.  Because here you have an 
infant who is not yet capable of giving anything to God.  This baby can only receive, 
and that dearly Beloved, is the meaning of faith.  Saint Paul said in his second letter to 
the church at Corinth, ―Therefore I will boast all the more gladly in my weaknesses, so 
that the power of Christ will rest upon me … for when I am weak, then I am strong.‖  
When you are weak, Christ is strong for you.  This is pure and perfect faith- when you 
can do nothing for God and He does everything for you.  ―God chose what is foolish in 
the world to shame the wise.  God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong.  
God chose what is low and despised in the world … to bring to nothing the things that 
are.‖  This child is unable to speak any intelligible words, in so much that she must 
have the faith we confess in the Creed spoken for her.    She‘s going to need your help 
for the next couple years.  She needs you to confess the creed for her.  She needs you to 
sing the hymns and liturgy for her.  She needs you to prayer the Our Father for her.  
Worship is not only for your benefit but also on behalf of those around you who are 
unable to speak.   
 

And what about the elderly woman who rests helplessly on her deathbed? This 
also is the picture of complete faith.  She is unable to converse or give anything.  Yet, 
she is able to receive the Gospel.  ―God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise.  God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong.  God chose what is low 
and despised in the world … to bring to nothing the things that are.‖  When she can do 
nothing for God, He does everything for her.  The Creed we confess this morning is the 
same Creed which faithful Christians are born and by which they enter heaven by 
death.  You confess and sing for all who are unable to do so.  
 

And God could use any means he wanted to redeem sinful mankind.  He could 
have chosen any means, but He chose water and His Word in Holy Baptism.  In a 
similar way, he could have chosen any means of creating more children for the world, 
but he uses men and women to do this task.  So also in redeeming children for His 
kingdom, He chose to use human hands and the human voice to accomplish His 
salvation.  And this causes the devil no small amount of frustration.  ―Why?‖ you ask.  
The same hands and mouth that Satan uses to cause us to sin are the very same hands 
and mouth we use to do the work of God.  The very instruments which the devil uses 
are the very ones that will destroy his evil kingdom. 
 

Believe in Christ.  He is Lamb of God who takes your sin upon Himself.  He was 
born for you.  He was baptized for you.  He suffered for you.  He was crucified and 
died for the sake of your sin.  You are freed from your sins.  You are beloved by God.  
He also says of you, ―This is my beloved child, with whom I am well-pleased.‖ Amen. 

 
The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. Amen. BJF 


