
Sermon for the Transfiguration of our Lord – Matthew 17:1-9 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
     
 Peter, James, and John stood in wonder on the high mountain where Jesus had 
led them.  These three disciples were not awestruck by the great view- no; it was what 
was happening to their Lord that had their full attention.  Right before their very eyes, 
the Christ was transfigured.  His face was bright as the sun and His clothing shown 
bright as light.  And behold, Moses and Elijah were talking with Him.   
 

This was good.  Peter had in mind to make this event permanent.  He quickly 
hatched a plan to set up three tents.  Let the coronation begin! Finally the Psalmist‟s 
long awaited prophecy is fulfilled: “… [I have] set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.  I 
will declare the decree the Lord hath said unto me, „Thou are my Son; this day I have 
begotten Thee.  Ask of me, and I shall give Thee the heathen for Thine inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession.  Thou shalt break them with a rod of 
iron; Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter‟s vessel.‟  Be wise now therefore, O ye 
kings.  Be instructed ye judges of the earth.” 
 

In the minds of Peter, James, and John the victory begins now! Construct a royal 
throne.  Let the world know that Jesus is King.  Soldiers will kneel before Him.  They 
will place a kingly robe around Him and a scepter in His hand.  They will place a crown 
on His head and cheer, “Hail, King!” 
 

But then, in the midst of these grandiose thoughts, comes the voice of God: “This 
is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.”  And all they could 
see was Jesus only.  Before long, they descended down the mountain and it was back to 
the daily grind of life. 
 

Dearly Beloved, we may be tempted, at times, to cling to our mountain top 
moments.  Perhaps we yearn for the days of yester-year when life was easy or at least as 
not as troublesome as it is now.  When our income was more and our bills were less.  
When our kids were home, and in church with us.  When our loved ones were still by 
our side.  But even in your hardest losses, the Lord of yester-year is still the Lord by 
your side today. 
 

He is the Lord who didn‟t stay on the mount of transfiguration and bask in the 
glory.  “… He was in the form of God, [He] did not count equality with God a thing to 
be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in 
likeness of men.  And being found in human form, He humbled Himself to becoming 
obedient to death, even death on a cross.”  We may wonder why the Lord would tell 
His disciples, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”  
Why would the Lord want to keep hidden these wonderful events? His glory would 
come.  But not on that mountain of His transfiguration.  It was on another mountain: on 



Mount Golgotha.  There, soldiers constructed a throne from two pieces of wood and 
made it a cross.  They had made fun of Him by bowing down to Him.  They placed a 
scarlet robe around Him.  They put a mock scepter in His hand.  They placed a crown of 
thorns on His head and jeered, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And a sign was placed above 
His head on the cross which announced to the whole world, “This is Jesus of Nazareth, 
King of the Jews.”   
 
  Three of Jesus‟ closest disciples John, Mary, and Mary Magdalene stood on the 
high mountain where Jesus was led.  These three disciples were not awestruck by the 
great view- no; it was what was happening to their Lord that had their full attention.  
Right before their very eyes, the Christ was crucified.    Unseen angels watched in 
wonder.  Then God called out, “It is finished!” And all they could see was Jesus only.   
 

Jesus‟ reign as king happened when He was crucified.  We might be tempted to 
think that the Lord‟s humiliation and death are the momentary exception to His real 
and true identity as God.  This had to be just a blip on the radar screen.  Yes, the Christ 
had to undergo these things for our salvation, but they don‟t reveal anything about His 
true identity, do they? 
 

Contrary to this thought, Jesus‟ suffering and death are the very definition of 
who the Lord is, and the meaning of God‟s love for us.  Apart from His identity as 
crucified Lord, there is no good for us.  Jesus Christ--God and Man--cannot be 
separated.  In this Lord, suffering and death are indistinguishable from His glorious 
reign as king.   
 
  And yet, that‟s really the point, isn‟t it? The life lived in Christ is one of glory and 
shame inseparably linked on this side of eternity.  For us, the suffering and joy are 
interwoven together.  The Lord strengthens us with His Word and gifts, while our flesh, 
the devil and the world seek to take our joy from us.  “Beloved, do not be surprised at 
the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were 
happening to you.  But rejoice insofar as you share Christ‟s sufferings, that you may 
also rejoice and be glad when His glory is revealed.  If you are insulted for the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.”   
  

Our journey through the Sundays after Epiphany has take us right back to where 
we began.  At the baptism of our Lord, the Father‟s voice boomed, “This is My Beloved 
Son with whom I am well pleased.”  The Father‟s voice repeats this message at the 
transfiguration of His Son.  The Father‟s ultimate pleasure in the Son comes at His 
crucifixion, where the Christ took the sins of the world upon Himself.  In His Baptism, 
Christ takes His place with sinners.  At the cross He takes the place of sinners.  At the 
altar and the font He does both: and so the Father declares that we are His beloved 
children in whom He is well pleased.  Amen. 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. Amen. BJF


